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From the Director... 
Like all living organisms, 
governmental agencies 
evolve over time. In the 
case of a natural-resource 
based outfit like the Oregon 

Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
evolutionary changes can be corn- 
pressed into weeks, months, even years. 
Anything that affects the resource 
affects those of us who work to manage 
it; hard winters, rainy springs, 
droughts, fires, floods, the vagaries of 
reproductive success. 

As an agency, we are sensitive to 
societal pressures and change as well, 
declining revenues, changes in public 
attitudes towards government, shifts in 
the political wind, and in the public's 
perception of hunting and fishing. The 
trick is finding balance. We want to be 
responsive to public desires while 
avoiding the kind of whimsical direc- 
tion changes that guarantee failure, all 
the while remembering that our reason 
for being is the management of 
Oregon's fish and wildlife resources. 

The 1993 Oregon Legislature 
showed us in no uncertain terms that 
our connection to many Oregon citizens 
had weakened. In the last two years we 
have tried hard to improve that connec- 
tion. The 1995 Legislature recognized 
our evolution as an agency, a shift in 
our organizational attitude and our 
commitment to improve and build 
upon our relationships with all Orego- 
nians on behalf of fish and wildlife. 

But we recognize that there is much 
left to do...and we are doing it. Each 
and every one of our employees is 
responsible for a personal public 
outreach plan. Each of those individual 
plans will mesh with and enhance more 
far-reaching outreach plans for sections, 
divisions, districts, regions, hatcheries 
and wildlife areas. In addition, we 
recongize certain guiding principles for 
how we must conduct our business. 
These principles include showing 
respect for all members of the public 
and groups, listening with open and 
proactive minds, and becoming known 
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for helping citizens. Our evolution is 
underway and we already know what 
the end result will be. 
l'& An agency which deals with people 
in an up-front, personal, efficient 
fashion and helps people find their way 
through the beauracracy as painlessly as 
possible. 

An agency which builds on the 
commitment of Oregonians to the land 
and helps them to help themselves in 
ways that are also beneficial to fish and 
wildlife. The Access and Habitat Board 
and the Restoration Board use money 
derived from hunting and fishing 
licenses to do just that. 
a An agency which helps people 

understand our natural resources and 
teaches them enjoyable and ethical ways 
to utilize those resources. Our Hunter 
Education, Aquatic Education and 
Angler Education programs are de- 
signed with those goals in mind. 
?$. An agency which reaches out to 
Oregonians with an interest in the 
outdoors. . .while recognizing the long 
term support and dedication that 
hunters and anglers have given in the 
long term. The very popular Nature- 
scaping program builds upon the 
important contributions to wildlife that 
people can make from their back yards. 
$. An agency that helps beginners learn 
to enjoy the outdoors. The Oregon 
Outdoor Women program got off to a 
very successful start this summer and 
we in the Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife are committed to expand- 
ing the program and the opportunities it 
offers in the coming years. 

Evolution is inevitable. . .but we can 
see the final product from here. . .and 
you're going to like it as much as we 
are. 

<- . 

aTT 

Rudy Rosen, Director 
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"UPDATE" 

Fish and Wildlife TheNationa Fishand Wildlife 
. . Initiative is designed to broaden the Corn rnission E ndorses overail funding base for conservation, 

Fu ndi ng Initiative education and recreation programs by 
placing a small surcharge on outdoor- 
related equipment. It will be consid- 

Oregon's Fish and Wildlife 
Commission has given its 

wholehearted endorsement to a 
national effort which may help raise 
money on behalf of fish and wildlife 
species that are not hunted, trapped 
or angled. 

"Ask First" to Hunt and Fish 
on Private Land 

You've probably seen the bumper 
sticker, and, in northeast Oregon 

you can see the bifi board. It's a mes- 
sage the Oregon Department of Fish 

wants all hunters to hear. 
"Ask First To Hunt and Fish On 

Private Land." 
Private landowners provide tens of 

thousands of acres of quality habitat 
for wildlife. Many landowners do 
allow the public to hunt on their 
property. State law requires people to 
ask permission before entering private 
property, but it's also good manners to 
ask first. Even better, get a 'land- 
owner Courtesy Card" booklet, avail- 
able at license agents or department 
offices. The booklet provides a card 
which the landowner and hunter sign, 
showing that permission has been 
granted. 

In many cases, gaining permission 
to hunt private land begins well before 
hunting season. Getting to know a 
landowner, offering to work a few 
weekends a year or offering other 
exchanges can forge a friendship as 
well as good hunting opportunity. 

ered by the U.S. Congress in the 
upcoming session, beginning in 
November, 1995. 

Hunting and fishing equipment 
has been taxed for decades, providing 
billions of dollars to state conservation 
efforts. The Initiative will provide an 

Columbia River Hatcheries 
Face Major Cuts 

Oregon fish hatcheries face larger 
federal funding cutbacks than 

initially expected, according to the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

Federal budget cuts now pending 
before the US Congress would reduce 
funding for Columbia River hatcheries 
up to 27 percent - far more than the 10 
percent reductions estimated in early 
September. 

Oregon's share of the proposed 
reduction would cut Mitchell Act- 
funded hatcheries from $4.1 million to $3 
million or less in the budget year starting 
October 1, 1995. 

Budget cuts would force closure of 
Kiaskanine Hatchery near Astoria, 
reduce Gnat Creek Hatchery near 
Clatskanie to a part-time facility, close a 
rearing pond facility near Stayton, and 
reduce production at facilities in the 
Cascade Locks/Troutdale area. Closures 
will reduce the number of salmon and 
steelhead Oregon releases into the 
Columbia River by up to 60 percent. 

opportunity for the non-hunting and 
angling public to directly support the 
fish and wildlife resources they 
enjoy. 

Jim Habberstad, Chairman of the 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commis- 
sion, summarized the Commission' 
position by saying, "We encourage 
your support and endorsement of 
this important Initiative. We are 
pleased to be listed as members of the 
National Coalition and join all those 
who are in support of this effort." 

Special Youth Hunts Planned 
Special waterfowl hunts for youths 
aged 17 and under are planned for 

Wildlife Areas throughout the state. 
The hunts provide good opportunity 
and training for youths in a more 
controlled situation. 

Youths must be accompanied by 
an adult 18 years or older who cannot 
hunt. Each youth must have in posses- 
sion a Harvest Information Program 
validation. Youths 14 and older must 
have a hunting license and state 
waterfowl stamp. Youths 16 and older 
must have a valid waterfowl stamp. 
See page 16 of the 1995-96 Oregon 
Game Bird Regulations for details. 
Hunt dates are as follows: 
.- Sauvie Island Wildlife Area: 

Nov. 19, Dec. 16., Jan. 7 . Fern Ridge Wildlife Area: Dec. 23 . Boeing RHA: Nov. 10, Dec. 1 

Oregon Field Guide Shows of Interest 
Oregon Public Broadcasting's popular Oregon Field Guide shows often 
deal with ODFW activities. Two upcoming shows may be of particular 

interest to Oregon Wildlife readers. On November 2 OPB will air a show on 
re-establishment of wetlands in the Willamette Valley. On November 23 a 
segment will be dedicated to the E.E. Wilson wheelchair rabbit hunt. 
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For Women 
Only 

The Oregon Outdoor Women Program picks up 
speed with two successful seminars in 1995 

and sets course for the future 

The first trout is a treasure. The Oregon Outdoor Women Program is designed 
to help women enjoy that experience. 

By Pat Wray 

Oregon Outdoor Women is 
about knowledge. 
It is a 35-year-old housewife 

learning the basics of fishing and then 
catching her first trout; it is the 14- 
year-old learning safety first, then 
putting five shots into a one-inch 
circle, 

Oregon Outdoor Women is about 
confidence. 
It is the successful businesswoman 
who wants to know how to get started 
in outdoor activities; it is the high 
school senior who doesnt want to be 
left behind when her father and 
brothers go hunting and fishing. 

Oregon Outdoor Women is about 
independence. 
It is the young college woman who 

wants to hunt and fish but doesn't 
want to depend on her boyfriend to 
take her; it is the 74-year-old widow 
who hunted for 50 years with her late 
husband but attends the hunting class 

. 
so she can "take care of the things t 

LU he used to do." 
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Oregon Outdoor Women is about 
comfort, the feeling that comes from 

1earning environment which is 
instead of threatening, 

helpful instead of judgemental. 
The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife first co-sponsored outdoor 
training for women iii 1993 and 1994, 
with three-day Becoming an 
Outdoorswoman workshops. Although 
highly successful, the three-day 
workshops were expensive and 
excluded many women who could not 
leave their families and jobs for that 
length of time. The three-day format 
was also an imposition on the volun- 
teers who are the foundation of the 
program. 

So this year the Oregon Depart- 
ment of Fish and Wildlife offered a 
new Oregon Outdoor Women format; 
a one-day seminar which offered a 
variety of four-hour workshops 
including basic fishing, fly fishing, 
survival skills, deer and elk hunting, 
rifle skills, canoeing and shotgun skills 

These two 1995 seminars attracted 
over 150 participants and showed that 
Ph programs serve a need. A one- 

y format opened the door to many 
more participants while keeping the 
volunteer workload at a manageable 
level. 

Participant feedback has 
been very positive: 

"The enthusiasm shown 
by the volunteers and the 

participants was wonderful!" 

"The volunteer instructors 

were great. 

"Great program -I hope 
to attend others in the future 
and bring my friends. 

L 

Oregon Outdoor Women is about 
the future. 
The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife wifi offer outdoor training 
opportunities for women in 1996 which 
are tailored to meet the needs of 
women interested in learning outdoor 
recreation skifis. 

Oregon Outdoor Women is about 
partnerships. 
Although the department contributed 
staff and funds to the Oregon Outdoor 
Women Program, a self-supporting 
revenue base to fund activities is a 
longer term objective. This will 
depend on contributions of funds, 
equipment and volunteer hours from 
outside sources. The National Rifle 
Association, Tomboys, Inc., Oregon 
Hunters Association (Benton and 
Rogue Valley Chapters) and Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation helped put 
on the 1995 seminars. The department 
will now seek cooperative agreements 
with other organizations, outdoor 
manufacturers and individuals who 
would like to be involved in future 
Oregon Outdoor Women events. 

Oregon Outdoor Women is about 
connections. 
It's not enough to train women in 

outdoor skills. It must also be easy for 
them to fine tune those skills and use 
them in real world activities. That's 
why the program will also help make 
connections between participants and 
outdoor-oriented organizations 
around the state. Recent Oregon 
Outdoor Women participants who 
join such groups in their home town 
are far more likely to continue out- 
door sports than if they have no 
continuing support. 

Oregon Outdoor Women is about 
commitment. It takes real commit- 
ment for people to undertake activi- 
ties in which they have little or no 
experience. Hundreds of Oregon 
women have already shown that kind 
of dedication. The Department of Fish 
and Wildlife will make a commitment 
of its own to provide the kind of 
instruction and experience which will 
help women become comfortable, 
knowledgeable, ethical participants in 
outdoor recreation. 

Safety first, then technique, then practice. Oregon Outdoor Women participants work with 
expert instructors to achieve competence and confidence with firearms. 
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Elk? In the Desert? 
I didn't know... 

Bigantlers. 
Really, really 
big antlers. 

Orisita tree? 
The tree swayed from 

side to side. Then, just 
beyond the tree a mule 
deer buck stood up and 
looked toward the 
hunter. The big muley, 
at 200 yards, was a 
welcome site to the 
hunter. It stood in the 
open, between old 
ponderosa pines on 
the edge of the high 

By Randy Hennj 

LI 

a 
o 

aesert in tne tort 
. In recentycars c/k have become more common inhabitants of Oregons high desert Rock basin. 

The hunter knew the muley had spotted him. He crouched down, carefully aimed his .30-06, 
pulled the trigger... and completely missed! The deer quickly bounded over rimrock walls and was 
gone. 

Then a large bull elk - the "tree" the hunter had noticed - now stood up and looked directly at 
him. The hunter could not believe his eyes. He'd hunted the unitfor several decades and had 
never seen an elk here in the desert. This, he thought, is where the deer and the antelope - not a 
Rocky Mountain wapiti - are supposed to play. 

The elk, still curious, confused and possibly near-sighted, began running at the hunter. "I 
don't know ifhe was curious or mad. I was out in the open and there wasn't much to hide 
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behind," said the hunter later. 
He waved his hands, shouted 
(___ evenfired a shot into the 
ground to stop the animal's 
"charge." 

When the elk reached 20 
yards, the nervous hunter 
aimed the .30-06, clicked the 
safety offand imagined how 
he would explain this to the 
game officer. Abruptly, the elk 
stopped and the hunter and 
elk quietly parted ways. 

The hunter learned some- 
thing that day - there are elk 
in the desert. 

**** 

"The first place we noticed these 
elk was on Steens Mountain," said 
biologist Al Polenz, supervisor of the 
Southeast and Central regions. "They 
probably drifted out of the north and '-d they liked it. We have more elk 
ti re than anywhere else in the high 
desert. 

Nearly wiped out by early settlers 
and market hunters in the 1800s, it has 
taken elk decades to become reestab- 
lished at near historic levels in Or- 
egon. Thanks to the efforts of wildlife 
managers, elk populations are gener- 
ally strong in many regions of the 
state. But there are areas in eastern 
Oregon where elk have not been 
previously found. . .until recently. The 
high desert is such a place. 

"We have an area we call the high 
desert, which stretches from Idaho 
and Nevada, north arid west through 
the sagebrush and juniper lands of 
Oregon," said Polenz. The area 
encompasses Stinking Water, Steens 
and Stockade mountains. "All have 
elk on them now," said Polenz. The 
Fort Rock unit, areas north of the Fort 
Rock and Christmas valleys and east 
of Bend all have relatively new 
rpident elk populations. 

"Generally, they've settled into 
areas with water," said Polenz. "The 
Steens are well watered, but other 

areas are dryer. By simply wandering 
around a lot, they've found where 
stock water is available and with that, 
the area became habitable." 

In some cases, farmers irrigating 
desert areas have enticed the elk. Like 
a honeybee searching for a field of 
flowers, an elk which stumbles into 
lush, green feed wifi likely return, 

One area, north and west of 
Burns, traditionally hasn't held many 
elk. But about 10 years ago, elk 
populations took a big jump. "We've 
seen a lot of elk start living in low- 
lying juniper stands year-round. 
People are just now learning how to 
hunt these. There is lots of public land 
so there is good opportunity." 

"We've seen a lot ofelk start living in low-lying juniper 
stands year-round." 

Al Polenz, SE/Central Regional Supervisor 

and might bring a few friends with 
him. 

"Some of the country, particu- 
larly in parts of the Wagontire unit, 
really surprises me because it's sage 
brush - juniper desert," said Polenz. 
"But elk have adapted and now we're 
starting to see some agricultural 
damage we've never had before." 
Polenz recently counted nearly 200 
elk near one irrigated field between 
Bend and Burns. 

Despite this, Polenz says elk are 
still relatively rare in the high desert, 
which makes hunting challenging for 
those people who do draw tags. 
"Hunters have really had to learn 
how these elk work in order to get to 
them," he said. "But because the 
densities are low and pressure is 
generally low, we are starting to get 
some very large bulls in these scat- 
tered groups." 

Answer for "Bearly Born", page 1 5. 

Your graph should look something 
like this. Both bears and humans 
grow rapidly through maturity and 
then maintain that approximate 
weight through adulthood. 
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Elk have spread into new areas 
farther north, too. "We've had elk 
show up along the John Day canyon 
west of Condon and along the Colum- 
bia River," said biologist Bob Krein, of 
the Heppner office. He believes the 
elk are from smaller groups spreading 
across the Deschutes River into the 
grasslands along Buckhollow Creek 
and other tributaries. "This is wheat 
land and I don't think elk are going to 
be tolerated here. Unfortunately, they 
are very difficult to hunt because 
groups are small, very mobile and 
almost all the land is private," said 
Krein. 

For hunters, hunting elk in the 
high desert is at least unique, possibly 
rewarding, but very likely a lot of 
dusty, fruitless hiking...unless of 
course, there is a near-sighted bull 
nearby. 

300 , MALE BEAR 

. , , , HUMAN 

FEMALE BEAR 

Birth 4 mos. i yr. 4 yrs. 8 yrs. 20 yrs. 

Age 
(not to scale) 



Grouse season has just opened. 
There is a chill in the air and the 

woods have erupted with color. It is a 
time when hunters become restless and 
hunting dogs whine impatiently at the 
door. You, too, must answer the call, 
drawn as though by invisible summons 
to your den (or perhaps, closet) where 
your firearms and other outdoor equip- 
ment stand ready. You expectantly 
select one of your best, sight along its 
length and test its balance. 

Then you run the leader and line 
through the guides of your lightweight 
fly rod and you are ready for one of 
Oregon's most exciting and productive 
outdoor autumn activities, fall fishing 
for trout. 

Yah-hoo-wahhh! The trout are 
biting. It's fall and we've got the fall 
fishing rules memorized. 

The first fall fishing rule is, tiout are 
hungry. Stimulated by lowering water 
temperatures, trout are beginning a 
feeding frenzy that will allow them to 
survive the slow winter months. Fish 
that have lain almost dormant in deep 
pools through the hot summer days are 
now actively feeding in riffles and in 
pools, on the surface and below. 

The second fall rule is that there are 
fewer people out there. Crowds of 
recreational rafters and swimmers have 
thinned, many outdoorsfolk have traded 
their rods for rifles and shotguns and 
dedicated anglers can have their favorite 
trout fishing spots almost to themselves. 

The third and final rule of fall 
fishing is that the sightseeing and 
wildlife viewing opportunities are 
exceptional. Brightly colored leaves 
frame birds who have begun their 
migration southward, while deer and 
elk become more active as they enter 
their mating ritual, or rut. 

Oh, there's one more rule: If you 
don't go fishing, you won't catch fish. 
Good luck this fall.. .and oh, yes.. good 
hunting too. Don't forget your camera. 

By Pat Wray 

Don't Spare 

That Rod 
Experienced anglers 1 

Oregon's best fishing 
fall hunting months 

o- 

:now that some of 
awaits during the 

An Oregon angler takes advantage of fall fishing opportunities at central Oregon's 
Steelhead Falls. 
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Many hunters in 
Oregon know a 
secret - a secret 

which allows them to feast 
on nature's bounty even in 
the worst hunting condi- 
tions. They simply go 
fishing. 

Breakdown trout rods 
are lightweight, compact 
and can give a hunter 
something to do during 
the heat of the day or 
during a well-deserved 
rest after a hard climb. 
Dawn Kori, Department 
STEP biologist, always 
carries a trout rod and a 
few lures when she hunts 
the high lakes of the 
Cascade Mountains each 
fall. "I do a lot better fishing 

an I do hunting," she laughs. 
Oregon is blessed with abundant 

trout water in most areas of the state. 
Bob Hooton, ODFW Trout Program 
Leader, says it's a shame more hunters 
don't take advantage of it. 

"We've got sea-run cutthroat in 
lower coastal streams, and many 
healthy rainbow and cutthroat 
populations in coastal and mountain 
lakes and inland rivers. Steelhead and 
salmon are found in many other rivers 
that offer some good fall opportu- 
nity." 

Hooton advises people to take a 
copy of the 1995 Oregon Fishing 
Regulations along. Minimum sizes, 
bag limits, closed river sections and 
tackle requirements can make a fun 
break a costly mistake. Many rivers 
close November 1, but other rivers 
and lakes may remain open. 

Hooton offered these suggestions, 
though hundreds of others exist. 

North Coast - Resident cutthroat are 
,.-e11 distributed and abundant in 

any streams. These streams are 
probably at their lowest level of the 

Much fa/I feeding activity takes place beneath the surface, where 
this Crooked River rainbow snacked. 

year so fish are more concentrated in 
pools. 

South Coast - Sure, the deer are 
plentiful, but a little pre-planriing 
means double fun for Rogue River 
half pounders - a fishery unique to the 
Rogue. Many coastal tributaries offer 
good trout and cutthroat fishing and 
some excellent warm-water fishing, 
too. 

Cascade Range - Many of the 
Wilamette River tributaries offer 
excellent fall fishing. The McKenzie 
offers rainbow in the mainstem and 
cutthroat in the tributaries. The 
Molalla, Clackamas and Sandy rivers 
are a few more to check on. 

The high lakes were stocked early 
in the summer, and many legal-sized 
brook trout remain. "It's a beautiful 
time of year, and the best time to catch 
these usually wary fish," said Hooton. 

Central Oregon - Upper Little 
Deschutes by Big Marsh and Crescent 
offers easy public access and good 
numbers of fish. The upper mainstem 
of the Deschutes above Wickiup is 
closed, but Crane Prairie, Wickiup 
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and other lakes remain 
open through October. 
Farther south, it's the 
best time of year to fish 
the Williamson and 
Wood rivers and 
Klamath Lake. 

Northeast Oregon - 
The Wallowa River in 
the canyon between 
Minam and Wallowa, 
and the lower Grande 
Ronde all offer good fall 
fishing. The high lakes 
of the Wallowas are 

' more remote but offer 
some incredible fishing. 

û The south and middle 
fork John Day and their 
tributaries have wild 

trout populations that are 
accessible, too. 

Southeast Oregon - Blitzen River 
offers some excellent fall fishing. Page 
Springs by French Glen, the middle 
and north forks of Malheur offer 
opportunity close to developed 
campgrounds. 

Hooton says all three methods of 
angling - bait, flies or lures - will 
produce catches. He prefers artificials 
because he can cover more water, it 
doesn't spoil like bait can, and less 
gear is required. By Randy Henry 

Many Oregon rivers close on 
November 1, but some of 

the best provide year-round 
fishing on some or all of their 
waters. These include the 
Deschutes, McKenzie, Metolius, 
Willamette, Owyhee, Powder, 
Crooked, Rogue, illinois, Kiamath, 
Burnt and Luckiamute rivers. 



How 
Many 
Birds 

Are 

There, 

Re ally? 
By Curt Gault 
ODFW Intern 

1995-It's been a 
tough one to read 
buÏ Oregon sees 
potentially good 
year for upland 
game birds. 

Ruffeci grouse 

Unusual weather patterns 
over the last few months 
kept Oregon Department of 

Fish and Wildlife biologists on the 
edges of their seats. Periods of rain in 
the middle of the hatching season 
created dangers for upland game 
bird chicks throughout the state. 
When rainfall combines with cold 
temperatures, outlook for chick 
survival is poor. But as more results 
came in from district biologists, it 
became evident that upland game 
bird populations were doing better 
than expected. 

In some cases, rainfall actually 
benefited many of the bird popula- 
tions. Ken Durbin, Upland Game 
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Bird Program Leader for the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, said 
spring rains improved cover and food 
for the birds, and those conditions 
favor chick survival. Abundant 
vegetation produces more insects - 
the primary diet for newly hatched 
chicks. 

Wet conditions also made biolo- 
gists' bird production surveys more 
difficult. 

"The rain produced a lot of cover 
which makes it hard to see the birds 
and with more water dispersed 
throughout the state, birds weren't as 
concentrated around the normal 
watering areas where we conduct 
many of our surveys," said Durbin. 

'o 



Despite unusual weather patterns, the Oregon upland 
ime bird population seems to be doing well. 

Because of these difficulties, 
biologists delayed their surveys as long 
as possible to ensure accurate data. 
Some biologists even redid their 
surveys to improve their estimates. 

Oregon's pheasant population did 
well in most of the state despite wet 
conditions, with the exception of in the 
Willamette Valley, where the popula- 
tion seems to continually decline from 
year to year. 

"Ringneck pheasants in the 
Willamette Valley are victims of clean 
farming methods," said Neil TenEyck, 
biologist for the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife in Corvallis. 
"Lack of winter cover and food 
concentrates the birds and 
predators in remnant cover." 

The Sichuan pheasant 
introduction, now in its third . . 

"tr, seems to be successful so 

far, according to Mark Nebeker, 
Assistant Manager at the E.E. Wilson 
Wildlife Area north of Corvallis. 

"We hatched 10,056 birds here at 
the wildlife area in 1995. The hatching 
this year was just phenomenal," said 
Nebeker. 

Production surveys from release 
areas in Polk, Lirin, and Yarnhill 
counties presented encouraging 
results. 

Quail and turkey also had a rough 
year in the Willaniette Valley, accord- 
ing to Corvallis District Biologist Doug 
Cottam. 

Chukar -r 

Valley quail 

4, 
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"Wet, cool weather at 
the early part of the hatch- 
ing season led to many 
unsuccessful clutches and 
loss of many young chicks. 
There just haven't been the 
numbers we've seen in the 
last few years in the pheas- 
ant, valley quail, and turkey 

: 
populations. Most of the 
birds tried to renest which 

o 
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meant their chicks would still be small 
going into winter," said Cottam. 

However, not all the western 
Oregon game bird news is bad. 
Mountain quail and ruffed grouse in 
the Cascades Mountains and the Coast 
Range have had a very good year. 

"They seemed more adaptable to 
the poor conditions, and were able to 
have a successful hatch," said Cottam. 

In Eastern Oregon, pheasant 
populations have generally improved 
since last year, except for a few areas 
where wet, cool conditions killed many 
of the chicks. Weather near Enterprise 

hurt most bird 
populations, accord- 

.' ing to District 
( Biologist Vic 

.. Coggins. But further 

- south, average brood 
size for pheasants is 

t 
up from last year and 
has been increasing 

L - 
over the last two 

, , f years, according to 
. . , District Biologist 

. 

Walt VanDyke in 
Ontario. 

%: Overall, 
# pheasant populations 

' , did better than 
expected in Eastern 
Oregon. 

r O Chukars, 
Hungarian par- 

tridges, and quail had good hatching 
conditions and excellent results in 
some parts of southeastern Oregon, 
according to VanDyke. The sage 
grouse population is also up. 

"It has certainly been a year of 
unusual conditions for upland game 
birds," says Durbin. "But, in spite of 
the inconsistency, I think there will be 
some good upland game bird hunt- 
ing," he said. 



Early morning equipment preparations - John Breese readies the brush cutter at sunrise. 

"If you can be here by 6:30 

tomorrow morning, you can come 
with us out to the site," said John 
Breese over the telephone. "That's 
when we'll start cutting juniper." 

Well, not exactly start. John and 
Lynne Breese, owners of the Dixie 

Meadow Company, have been at it for 
quite some time. They have already 
thinned dozens of acres of junipers 
from historic pasture land on their 
ranch near Prinevile. A broad swath 
of downed trees turning golden in the 
cresting sun testifies to the Breese's 
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The 
Dixie 

adow 
roject 

Story and photos by Pat Wray 

efforts as they crank up the chainsaw 
and brush cutter they will use to cut 
several more acres of trees today. 

"Building up sweat equity," is 
what John Breese calls their juniper 
removal operation and certainly it is 
not a job for someone who requires 
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immediate gratification. Decades of 
fire suppression arid reduced precipi- 

'tion have contributed to the en- 
oachment of juniper trees. It will 

take time to reclaim the land for the 
native grasses and forbes. But the 
seeds are already sown, both figt 
tively and literally, for renewal ol 

beautiful land. Beneath the faller 
junipers, protected by the brown- 
ing needles from sun and wind, 
lie hundreds of pounds of grass 
seed, spread across the ground 
before the trees were felled. 
The seeds wait for fall rains to 
help them flourish on a land- 
scape which, until recently, had 
most water absorbed by 

There are other important facets 
to the project which will ultimately 
help wildlife as well as livestock. 
With help from the Department of 

Fish and Wildlife Access and Habitat 

The Breeses accomplished this by 
piling downed junipers in the area, 
protecting the aspens from grazing 
and from the sun's heat as well. 

The enduring quality of the Dixie 
Meadow Company project lies more 

idges than in land, more in 

junipers. 
Historically, naturally occurring 

fires limited the spread of juniper 
accross eastern Oregon's mosaic of 

sagebrush and grasses. But even the 
most carefully controlled prescription 

''-e can turn ugly in this dry land of 
Limber, livestock and ranches. So the 
torches remain unlit. "Besides," said 
John, "in much of that area there 
aren't enough grasses growing to 
carry the fire between the trees." 

And so the Breeses make their 
slow progress across the slope, Lynne 
with the modified brush cutter and 
John wielding the chainsaw, investing 
sweat equity in the land that John's 
great-grandparents homesteaded in 
the 1890s. 

Fr 'IXTil,-llif,, 
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Program and several other contribu- 
tors, the Breeses are developing 
springs, cross fencing large pastures to 
aid in livestock control, re-establishing 
riparian habitat, controlling erosion 
and even burning an aspen grove for 
its own good. 

Adult aspen trees release a 
chemical agent which retards the 
growth of young aspens, so the 
removal of a few remaining unpro- 
ductive adults elped release young 
trees from the expansive, under- 
surface aspen root structure. Having 

munication than in forage, more 
ucation than in animals. 

lohn and Lynne Breese, both 
ormer teachers, have forged 
partnerships across a wide 
spectrum of people, partnerships 
that have helped create and 
expand a broad-based commit- 
ment to the land. Their connec- 

tion to the Crooked River 
Ecosystem Education Council is 
providing students an opportu- 

nity to study and evaluate the effects 
of the various improvement efforts 
underway. 

"John and Lynne are both very 
knowledgeable about principals of 
ecology," 
Larry Pecenka of Bend. "They are 
progressive in their outlook and put a 
real value on wildlife resources and 
watershed health. They are also very 
good with the public." 

The Breese's talent with the public 
is evident in their relationship with a 

group of people called The Friends of 
Dixie Meadow. 

"They started out as just a group 
done so, however, the young trees had of friends we had met during our 
to be protected from livestock and elk. years of teaching in different places 

continued on page 14 

The Access and Habitat Board helps 
f und a project which combines lessons 
for people with hctbitatfor wildlife. 
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Dixie Meadow Project continued 

around the state," said Lynne Breese. 
"They would come to visit and then ask 
if they could help. There is always 
work around a ranch so they would 
build fences or other jobs. Then some 
of them started hunting here and it 
developed into a core group of about 20 

people, each of whom put in at least a 
week of work around the ranch each 
year." 

Last year the group expanded 
rapidly to more than 40 as employees 
and families of a Portland business 
donated a weekend to work at the 
ranch. They built fence, developed 
water sources, set salt blocks and 
undertook other jobs around the ranch. 

"It was a great experience for all of 
us," said Lynne Breese. "Not on'y was 
there a great deal of work done but the 
discussions, arguments and debates 
helped to break down barriers between 
people who might not otherwise have 
ever talked." 

"Each of the Access and Habitat 
Board projects is beneficial in its own 
way," said Southeast! Central Regional 
Supervisor Al Polenz. "They improve 
wildlife habitat or increase public 
hunting opportunities on private lands. 
But this project, primarily because of 
the energy and foresight of the land- 
owners, has several lessons to teach as 
well. 

"One of the most important is that 
people who truly care about the land 
can overcome any personal, philosophi- 
cal or political differences and work 
together. The second, and one that 
every hunter should understand, is that 
hunters can help themselves gain 
hunting access to private land with 
some hard work and elbow grease. 
Ranchers and farmers are much more 
likely to grant hunting privileges to 
people who have helped out in the past 
than they are to complete strangers 

"Ranchers andfarmers are much more likely to grant 
hunting privileges to people who have helped out in 

the past than they are to complete strangers who only 
show up on opening day." 

Al Polenz, Southeast/ Central Regional Supervisor 

Lynne Breese uses a brush cutter with heavy blade to trim branches and fall smaller 
junipers. 

who only show up on opening day," 
Polenz says. 

In addition to the Access and 
Habitat Program, other contributors to 
the Dixie Meadow project include the 
Oregon Hunters Association, the 

Oregon Wildlife Magazine 

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, the 
Crooked River Ecosystem Education 
Council, the Agriculture Stabilization 
Conservation Service, the Friends of r 

Meadow, the Pilot Butte Hereford Rancn 
and Crook County Taylor Grazing. 
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Bearly Born 
By Bill Hastie 

Black bears and litinzans are alike in many zonys. 

Both bears and humans are ma,n,nals, born froni 

their mother's bodies. Both human babies and 
bear cubs survive their early months in the world 

by drinking their mother's milk (although 

¡nouons sometimes use human milk substitutes). And, both cubs 

and babies grow like crazy during their early years! 

Growth. It is a stage of life that allows us to become adults. 
We add weight and size, and also learn from our parents 
how to take care of ourselves. Bear cubs are born in a den, 
and are about the size of a guinea pig (eight ounces). They 
are born with some hair and closed eyes. They stay with 
their mother (called the sow) for about a year, although 
they can usually care for themselves at about six months of 

age. 

Compare human babies with black bear cubs. Even 
though both bears and humans are mammals, there are 
some big differences. Human babies are born with their 
eyes open, and almost no hair. For sure, human babies 
would have a very hard time surviving on their own at six 
months of age! And what about growth rates? Are they 
about the same for babies and cubs? Let's find out! 

Here's the approximate growth rates for male and 
female black bears: 

AGE APPROXIMATE WEIGHT 
at birth males/females-8 ozs (.5 lbs) 

4 months old males/females-5 lbs 
i year old males-60 lbs/females-40 lbs 
4 year old males-170 lbs/females-125 lbs 
8 year old males-275 lbs/females-170 lbs 

20 year old males-275 lbs/females-170 lbs 

(Black bears reach their adult weights at about 8 years; 
recently, a black bear weighing more than 600 pounds was 

,- ted in southwest Oregon!) 
We can use a graph to compare the growth rates. Using 

a piece of graph paper, colored pencils, and a ruler, make a 

graph of male and 
female black bear 
growth. Use a different 
colored pencil for each. 

The graph should be set üp 
similar to the one below. 

Now, figure out how much you weighed at birth, at four 
months, one year, eight years, and how much you will 
weigh at twenty. Using the same graph, draw another 
colored line using your weights. 

Calculate and compare how much weight the bear cub 
gained between each age with how much you gained. 

300 
(I) 

-D 
200 

o 
Q- 100 

50 

G) 1 

O 

Birth 4 mos. i yr. 4 yrs. 8 yrs. 20 yrs. 

Age 
(not to scale) 

As you can see, there are some differences in the 
growth rates for black bear cubs and humans. Why do you 
think bears need a faster growth rate to survive? 

How long do black bears live? Bear experts think black 
bears have a life span of about 30 years if living conditions 
are good. At times in human history, human life spans were 
also about 30 years. Today, humans live much longer. Why 
do you think this is so? 

Adapted from: "Bearly Born", Project WILD Activity Guide, 
Western Regional Environmental Education Council, Inc., 1992. 
For information on Project WILD activities and workshops for 
educators and youth leaders, contact the Department at 503-229- 
5410, Ext. 427. Your completed graph should look something like 
the one on page 7. 
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GiveA Gift 
to Wetlands 

Receive A Waterfowl Stamp 

Oregon's wetlands are diminish- 
ing. We have lost over 870,000 

acres of the original 2.3 million acres 
of wetlands; others retain only a 
fraction of their natural habitat values. 
These important habitats are homes or 
resting and feeding places for water- 
fowl and many other plant and animal 
species. 

Form partnerships among public 
land managers, private landown- 

ers and organizations to enhance and 
restore wetlands for future genera- 
tions. 

r- 

support wetlands enhancement. Please accept my 

I 

contribution of $10 D $25 J $50 Fi or other _____. 
I 

I 
Contributors of $10.00 or more will receive the 1995 Oregon Waterfowl Stamp. 

I Contributors of 25.00 or more will receive a stamp and 1 995 Oregon I 

I 
waterfowl poster. 

I 

I Name _______________________________ Phone ( ) I 

Address ___________________ City _____________ State _____ Zip 

I 

Payment enclosed Total $__________ Charge my D Visa D MasterCard 

I 
Account No. ________________________ Expiration date _______________ 

I 

I Signature 
I 

D Yes, I would like to receive the free Oregon Wetlands Joint Venture 
I 

I 

quarterly newsletter. 
I 

I 

Make checks payable to ODFW Waterfowl Donations 
I 

I 

Attention: Licensing 
I 

I 

P.O. Box 59 
I Portland, OR 97207 

IOREGON' 

L&WildIifeH 

r 2501 SW ist 

_______ 
Portland, OR 97207 
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J0m the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife in its effort to 

maintain good habitat for ducks and 
other waterfowl. Put your money 
directly into projects that will restore 
Oregon's wetlands and ensure hunt- 
ing and viewing opportunities in the 
future. 

Oregon's waterfowl management 
program can help public and private 
organizations leverage their money 
and effort on behalf of wetland 
resources. 

With your help more can be done 
on behalf of Oregon's wetlands and 
waterfowl. By contributing to this tax 
deductible program, you can increase 
the number of acres that we are able 
to protect and enhance. Your dona- 
tion goes directly to wetland restora- 
tion projects, waterfowl or other 
wildlife-related habitat work. Con- 
tribute today and help provide homes 
for wildlife. Give $10 or more and we 
will send you a waterfowl stamp. 

For more information write the 
Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, P.O. Box 59, Portland, 
Oregon 97207. 


