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ATTITUDES OF ONE KWDR 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS TOWARD 
PREPARATIOI FOR MARRIAGE 

CHAPTER I 

I NTR ODUC T ION 

For several years the wr1tr has been of the opin- 

ion that courses in family or human relationships contain- 

Ing a unit in marriage preparation and choice of a mate 

should be offered to juniors and seniors in high school, 

and that these courses should be open not only to home 

economics majors, but also to students in other fields, 

especially to those who do not expect to go on to college. 

Extension or evening classes could be offered in marriage 

preparation and family relations for young people not at- 

tending school. 

Groves (18, p. 73) has said, "Young people through 

their own experience and contacts with married couples 

have become more convinced, than in times past, of their 

need of preparedness for marriage. At the same time they 

are receiving from parents and other persons of experience 

less of the incidental help that formerly made entrance 

into marriage safer." 

Kern (1, p. 2) said, "Permanent marriage is more dif- 

ficult now for several reasons. In the first place, along 



2 

with the rising standards of living, has corne a rising 

standard of happiness. The mounting divorce rate is due 

not to an actual increase of misery, but to our higher 

ideals of marriage, to the new quality of success expected 

of it." 

Kern goes on to explain her grandmother's idea of a 

happy marriage, i.e., stnply not quarreling. Her grand- 

mother proudly explained how to get along: "The wife 

should not concern herself with her husband's business, 

nor he with her management of the house or of the children." 

This idea would probably not satisfy couples today when 

the trend is toward mutual companionship and cooperation. 

This difference of opinion between the succeeding genera- 

tions goes to show that it would probably give the younger 

generation greater contentment and satisfaction to supple- 

ment their training in marriage preparation with a school 

program, rather than to receive all information from the 

home. 

According to William Lyon Phelps (2), "Marriage is 

the greatest and the most important career in the world." 

We educate for other careers not so great and not so im- 

portant, so why shouldn't we educate for marriage, especial- 

ly since so many people get no farther than high school in 

their training? 
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Not all juniors and seniors in high school will marry 

and some may remain single for a number of years. The 

writer is in agreement with those who feel that prepara- 

tion for marriage is also preparation for life. Through 

these courses students can learn more about the attitudes 

of the opposite sex, tolerance toward ideas and attitudes 

different from their own, how to get along with people in 

general as well as with a mate. Learning to make adjust- 

ments is important in any business or career, but especial- 

ly so in marriage. How to develop a pleasing and "easy- 

tolivewith" or "easy-to-work-with" personality should 

indeed be welcome knowledge. 

Shaffer (3, pp. 527-533) says, "Some adjustment prob- 

lems such as those of school and business can be relieved 

temporarily by evading or ignoring them, but the adjust- 

ments of marriage are ïnescapabie. For a successful out- 

come the personality traits of the partners must be harmon- 

ious or else capable of being made so through the readiness 

of the individual to make good adjustments." Later in his 

book he says, "The well-adjusted husband and wife provide 

a continuous psycho-therapy for each other through the 

sympathetic consideration of their mutual and individual 

problems. The confidential relationship aids each partner 

to gain insight into his or her own conduct, to solve ad- 

justive problems more objectively, and to feel the strength 

of a united effort against difficulties." 



4 

If coui'ses in preparation for marriage should be 

taught in college only, sorne of the young people who would 

try to enroll in such a class would find that the classes 

were already filled and that registration was closed, such 

is the demand for this training. According to a survey of 

land grant colleges (17, p. 298) which was made in 1940, 

approximately lO of the institutions reporting were unable 

to care for all the students who attempted to enroll (i.e., 

who had met the enrollment prerequisites) in family rela- 

tionships courses. 

It is also true that only a small percentage of the 

population ever enters college. From the 16th Census of 

the United States (l3, pp. 25 and 35) the composition of 

the population of Oregon is given for the state as a whole, 

also by counties. In 1940 Oregon had 675,519 persons 25 

years old and over, 116,758, or 17.3%,of whom had had from 

one to three years of high school training, while 57,709 

or but 8.5% had completed from one to three years of col- 

lege. In Kiamath County, where the writer gathered her 

data, 4,588 out of a total of 23,420 persons 25 years old 

and over have completed one to three years of high school 

(l9.5), and 1,948, or 8.3%, have completed one to three 

years of college. In Oregon as a whole, 18.7% of the 

population 25 years old and over, have completed four years 

of high school; in Kiamath County 18.5% have completed high 



school. The median years of schooling completed for Oregon 

as a whole is 8.8 years for males, and 9.9 years for fe- 
males; for Kiarnath County 8.8 years for males and 10.1 

years for females. 

In Vital Statistics (15, p. 87) it was stated that in 

1939 there was a total of 4,930 marriages in Oregon. The 

age of the bride was given by five-year groupings. The 

number of brides 15 to 19 years of age was 1,116; this was 

22.6% of all brides that year. The number between 20 and 

24 years of age was 2,218 which was almost 45%. 

The greater proportion of girls who are between 15 

and 19 years of age are either in high school or have 

quit school. In the writer's study it was found that over 

three-fourths of the senior girls who ansíered her questicxx- 

naire were 17 and 18 years of age and nearly 11 were 19 

years of age. If 22.6 of the brides are 15 to 19 years 

of age, marriage preparation courses would need to be 

offered in high school if they are to serve this group. 

In the latest Biennial kLeport of the Oregon State 
Board of Health the 

and divorces 3,422. 

nages. In another 

which was published 

ber of marriages by 

in 1940 as 5,825. 

marriages for 1939 were given as 4,902 

This is 7 divorces to every 10 mar- 

Vital Statistics report (14, p. 144) 

in February 1942, the !testimated nun'- 

statefl gives the estimate for Oregon 

The estimated number of divorces, in 



another section of Vital Statistics (16, p. 196) for 1940 

was 5,4l9. Thus it would appear that in 1940 there were 

about 59 divorces to every 100 marriages, which is fewer 

than in 1939 but still leaves much to be desired in the 

way of happy and successful marriages. 

In the Oifl±Ofl of the writer, this situation can most 

likely be helped by teaching the importance of wise choos- 

Ing of a mate, tolerance toward the mate's characteristics, 

the psychology of adjustiients, and other highly important 

factors included in family or human relationship courses. 

Young people need to learn before they marry, that often 

things which seem trivial to others may grow into a moun- 

tain of unhappiness after marriage merely because they 

have not learned to understand the mate's attitude and 

personality, and to make proper adjustments in their own 

attitude and personality. Â good illustration of this is 

given by Taylor (4, p. 3) in which she told of a young 

woman being deeply hurt at the first honeymoon breakfast 

when she appeared in an exquisite negligee and when her 

husband said, "My idea of a woman in the morning is wear- 

ing a gingham dress." 

The writer, because of her interest in the field of 

preparation for marriage, and because of her awareness of 

a need for courses which will help young people, has 

selected the present study with a hope that she may find 
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a few additional facts concerning the attitudes which high 

school seniors hold toward preparation for marriage and the 

choice of a mate. it is the writer's hope that the results 

will furnish students, teachers, and counselors with at 

least some information which will be of value. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

A numbr of attitude studies have been made, prin- 

cipally on the following three levels: the adult level, 

the college level, and the secondary school level. The 

techniques which have been used in gathering data vary 

widely from the subjective type, which includes essay re- 

sponses and questionnaire methods, on to the more objec- 

tive measurements which include scaled statements. 

Study Relating to the Adult Level 

IIcClew ('7) made a study of attitudes on the adult 

level entitled "Attitudes of One Hundred Twelve Iviarried 

Men and Women Toward djustments in Family Living." This 

study was made at Oregon State College, 1938, and includes 

the measurement of attitudes held by 67 women and 45 men 

from Oregon and other states. Part III of her question- 

naire resembles Part IV of the writer's questionnaire. 

Both were adapted from a study made in 1937 by McKeen (8) 

at Oregon State College. This part of the questionnaire 

included a list of from 25 to 41 characteristics or man- 

nerisms (see Appendix) to which students responded. Data 

relative to these have now been gathered on the college, 

adult, and high school levels. 



Studies Relating to the College Level 

In 1937, McKeen (S) analyzed the differences of opin- 

ion with reference to college students toward problems of 

family adjustment. She found areas of disagreement in 

questions relating to housing, family finances, religion, 

work relationships, and leisure relationships. lier data 

were gathered from unsigned questionnaires filled out by 

loo women and 38 men, all unmarried students at Oregon 

State College. Her results show that personal character- 

istics that were so objectionable that at least l5 of 

the entire group would demand a mate to change his or her 

behavior, or separate or get a divorce, were as follows: 

being a spendthrift, having teper tantrums, having un- 

tidy personal appearance, "stepping OUt", nagging, gossip- 

ing, being uncooperative, not accepting major responsi- 

bilities, being bound to his or her parents, drinking too 

much, being lazy, being disinterested in the home, and 

making unfavorable remarks about the mate's relatives. 

Maris (6) in 1939 made a study of the attitudes of 

29 men and 121 women at Oregon State College toward the 

content of a course in family relationships. All of the 

150 students had had a course in family relations within 

the school year. She found that students disliked to dis- 

cuss the history of marriage, history of family life, 
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Greek and. Roman familles, early colonial life, early 

colonial courtship customs, and contemporary family cus- 

toms of foreign nations. The topics she found of the 

greatest interest were as follows: growing up emotionally, 

intellectually, and soc±ally as well as physically toward 

real maturity; adolescent attitudes; understanding human 

behavior; hazards of the engagement period; premarital 

counseling; expectations from marriage; ideal husband-wife 

relationships; how to he a good wife (or husband); causes 

of failure in marriage; and the profound impact of mar- 

nage on personalities of husbands and wives. Nearly two- 

thirds of her subjects indicated they would like to ob- 

serve the babies in the home management houses, and the 

children in the nursery school. One of the statements in 

questionnaire was "Family relationships should be 

taught in high SChOOl.t Subjects were to check "Yes" or 

tlro.tt Ninety-three percent of the total checked the 

affirmative. 

Mulkey (9) made a study in 1942 of "College Students' 

Attitudes Toward Marrin . e During the War Period." She 

gathered her data by means of questionnaires which were 

filled out by 100 women and 50 men, all of whom were stu- 

dents at Oregon State College. She found that 55% of the 

women and 56% of the men considered marriage during the 

war period worth the risks involved, i.e., that many 
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favored marriage before the man left for military serv- 

ice. 

studies Relating to the High School Level 

Rowland (10) made a study in 1939, and gathered her 

data from two high schools in Salt Lake City, Utah. The 

study was entitled "An Analysis of the Attitudes of 200 

High School Seniors Toward Adjusthients in Family Living." 

She also used the questionnaire method. Her subjects in- 

clud.ed 100 senior boys and 100 senior girls. Part I of 

this thesis deals with the boy-girl relationships, some 

of her findings being as follows: with the exception of 

car riding, more girls enjoy participating in activities 

with boys than do boys in participating with girls; 99 

of the girls expressed a favorable attitude toward going 

with boys, but 2O seldom or never went with boys; "good 

looks" was considered a favorable characteristic of a 

fiance or fiancee by about twice as many boys as girls; 

both boys and girls considered "neatness" a more important 

characteristic than "good looks" or "stylish clothes"; 

both boys and girls favored a fiance or a fiancee who had 

"likes" similar to their own; 96 of the boys and 98% of 

the girls considered a "good sense of humor" a very im- 

portant characteristic of a fiance or fiancee; 90% of 

the subjects felt that it is important for an engaged 
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person to be liked by 'his or her parents,' and more boys 

than girls held an unfavorable attitude toward marrying a 

person who is wealthy. 

In 1940, Woodruff (11) made a study in three high 

schools of San Francisco, using the questionnaire method, 

100 boys and 100 girls being included. The title of' her 

thesis was ttAn Analysis of the Attitudes of 200 High 

School Students Toward Current Social Practices." Certain 

parts of her questionnaire had to do with boy-girl rela- 
tionships and with mate selection. She found that 20 of 

the girls think "petting" is fun, and 40 of the boys 

liked to go with girls who "go in" for petting; however, 

both boys and girls were very much of the opinion they 

do not want to marry a person known as a "petter." Both 

sexes considered health a desirable characteristic in a 

fiance or fiancee, 9% more girls than boys considered it 

necessary. Forty-six percent of the boys considered 

beauty desirable in a prospective mate, l6 calling it 

necessary; 65 of the girls did not care whether their 

fiance was handsome or not. Good manners were considered 

necessary by 63% of the girls and 53 of the boys. Wood- 

ruft found that only 25% of all her subjects considered a 

good family background necessary, but that they considered 

health, beauty, appearance, and good manners more impor- 

tant. Eighty-eight percent of the girls think that being 
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fond of children is a desirable or necessary character- 

istic in a future mate, but only 78% of the boys have that 

opinion. Both boys and girls were decidedly in favor of 

having their future mates within 5 years of their age, am- 

bitious, a good manager, and one who makes them feel and 

act their best. The girls did not care whether or not 

their prospective mate could cook, but 91% of the boys 

thought it desirable or necessary. 

Although many studies have been made which are con- 

cerned with preparation for marriage, insofar as the 

writer was able to determine, no study has yet been made 

on the high school level, which is concerned with the 

selected phases of attitudes included in her study. Since 

a number of high school boys and girls are married every 

year, it seemed probable that high school seniors would 

have some definite feelings or attitudes toward problems 

relating to preparation for narriage. If those who are 

working with high school students know what these atti- 

tudes are, they would have a better background for plan- 

ning units in courses of this type. This information 

should also serve as material for discussion in such 

cias ses. 
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CHAPTER III 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

It seemed desirable that high school teachers of 

family relationship classes should have at their command 

more specific information concerning the attitudes of 

high school students toward preparation for marriage which 

includes the choice of a mate. This information would 

also be helpftl in determining subject material for such 

classes. 

The problem imdertaken by the writer may, therefore, 

be stated as follows: (1) To determine high school sen- 

iors' attitudes toward a few selected topics relating to 

preparation for marriage and choice of a mate, (2) to 

determine some of the areas in which high school seniors 

believe they should prepare for marriage, and (3) where 

they feel they should get this preparation. 
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CHAPTF IV 

METHOD OF PROCEDURE 

Selection of a Method of Study 

The questionnaire method was selected by the writer 

as a means of gathering data concerning the attitudes of 

high school seniors. Although the objective methods of 

measuring attitudes are probably more accurate, they do 

involve the use of scales which are time consuming to con- 

struct and to check. They also limit the sample of meas- 

urernents which can be made. In a study of this type it 

seemed more desirable to gather data concerning a wider 

sample of attitudes although the accuracy of measurement 

is not as great. 

Definition of Terms 

In constructing the questionnaire the writer kept 

the following definitions in mind: (1) "Attitude" was 

considered to mean, in the words of Thurstone (5, pp. 6-7), 

"the sum total of a man's inclinations and feelings, preju- 

dices or biases, preconceived notions, ideas, fears, 

threats, and convictions about any specific topic.0 This 

concept of ?tattitudett was held by the writer throughout 

the study. (2) "Mate" was used to mean ttfuture mate," 

"intended mate," or "prospective mate." 



16 

Construction of the Cuestionnaire 

Suggestions found in readings, in discussions which 

took place in homemaking classes, and in conversations with 

students and teachers were used as a basis for many of the 

items included in the questionnaire. 

Part IV of the writerts questionnaire is very similar 

in type to part IV of McKeen's study (8) which was made on 

the college level. Other forms and organization of' items 

were obtained from McKeen's questionnaire. These included 

arrangements for recording responses. 

The questionnaire (see Appendix) was designed to 

yield the following data: (1) general information con- 

cerning the subjects and their backgrounds and (2) speci-. 

fic information concerning the attitudes of' students 

toward selected economic and social factors, personality 

factors, marriage under a few special conditions, selected 

phases of preparation for marriage, snd certain adjust- 

ments. 

The part concerning the attitudes of' the subjects was 

divided further into four parts according to similarity of' 

responses. For instance, Part I required "Yes" and "No" 

responses; Part II required the subjects to make a choice 

on a five-point scale which ranged from a favorable, 

through a neutral point, to an unfavorable attitude. Sub- 
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jects were told to write in the reasons for their response 

if they felt it necessary. 

The preliminary questionnaire was submitted for enti- 

CISl-ri to two specialists in the field of household adminis- 

tration and also to three graduate students in the field 

of home economies. The revised questionnaire was then 

checked by eleven high school seniors in Corvallis. They 

were asked to give consideration to cleanness of thought 

and wording, and to the length of time required to answer 

all questions. 

Since the time required ranged from 25 to 35 minutes, 

the questionnaire was considered satisfactory from the 

standpoint of length. The final revision was then made 

according to the suggestions received. 

Gathering of Data 

The data were gathered at Klamath Union High School 

in Kiamath Falls, Oregon. The questionnaires were dis- 

tributed in the senior study hail during each period of 

the day on April 3, 1942. The writer explained at the be- 

ginning of each study hail period why the questionnaires 

were being given out and what was wanted of' each student. 

Because of the personal nature of the questions asked, 

the students were told it was unnecessary to sign their 

names. (In this way the identity of the responses would 



be lost and as a result it was hoped that students would 

be frank in recording facts.) The writer then left to 

take charge of her classes, and the study hail teacher 

gave any needed assistance in interpreting the questions, 

collected and returned the questionnaires to the writer. 

One hundred twenty questionnaires were returned, but 

some were discarded because of incomplete data or a mis- 

understanding of directions. No attempt was made to 

secure an equal number of boys and girls, or to secure 

students whose backgrounds and high school training would 

qualify them to know what specialists in this field think. 

Forty-five of the questionnaires returned by boys and 

fifty-five returned by girls were used, thus making an 

even one hundred which furnished a fair sample, at least 

a sufficient number to allow for comparisons between male 

and female students. 

The writer believes that the cooperation from stu- 

dents was not only splendid but rather revealing judging 

from their own comments. One boy said to his study hail 

teacher when part way through, "Oh, I don't know nuthin' 

about this stuff. I stay home nights." This remark 

showed that he was not yet socially adjusted since he did 

not go to parties or evening entertainments, and evidently 

not to high school football or basketball games. 



Three senior sisters (which included a pair of twins), 

who were in the writerts advanced clothing class, asked 

after the questionnaires were finished and returned, "May 

we discuss the answers to those questions for next Friday's 

lesson?" thus showing their interest in the subject. One 

senior boy said, "I think it is a good thing to have sen- 

iors think about such questions and I think more should 

be taught in high school along those lines. All I had was 

a little in boys' physical education classes." Another 

senior boy said, "I think the questionnaire v'as interesting 

and I think that more should be included in high school 

along the line of the seriousness of marriage, etc." 



CHAPTER V 

RESULTS 

General Information Concerning the Background of Subjects 

The data in this section of the study deal with high 

school students' family backgrounds. 

Sex and Age of Subjects 

The subjects included in this study were classified 

on the basis of age and sex. All subjects were seniors in 

Kiamath Union High School, Kiamath Falls, Oregon. Almost 

three-fourths of the boys were 17 and 18 years of age, 

while more than three-fourths of the girls were of similar 

age. 

TABLE I 

CLASSIFICATION OF STJEJCTS ACCORDING TO SiX AND AGE 

Age of Subjects Boys N=45 Girls N=55 *Total 
in Years No. No. N=100 

16 years i 2.2 2 3.7 
17 years 16 35.6 22 40.0 38 
18 years 17 37.8 21 38.1 38 
19 years i 2.2 6 10.9 7 

Over 19 1 2.2 0 0 1 

Not given 9 20.0 4 7.3 13 

*Number of cases and percents are identical because 100 
cases were included in study. This will be tiue in all 
subsequent tables. 
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The three youngest subjects were but 16 years of age, and 

the oldest subject, a young man, was 24 years of age. It 

is interesting to note that nearly three times as many 

males as females did not give their ages (20% and 7.3 

respectively). 

Residence of Subjects 

The subjects were asked to state their place of resi- 

dence. The results are shown in the following table. 

TABLE II 

PLACE 0F RESThENCE 

Place of Residence 

City of Klamath Falls 
Country 
Suburbs Tsmall caaununity* 
No response 

Boys N-45 Girls N55 N=lOO 
No. % No. Total 

27 60.0 37 67.2 64 
3 6.7 3 5.5 6 
14 31.1 15 27.3 29 
1 2.2 0 0 1 

*Five boys who checked !?suburbs or small community" also 
checked another place of residence. Two lived in the city 
a part of the time and three in the country a part of the 
time. 

Over twice as many subjects (about two-thirds of the 

total or 64) lived In the city of Kiamath Falls as lived 

in the suburbs or a small community (29% of' the total). 

Only 6 lived in the country. 
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Father' s Occupation 

The subjects were asked to state the occupation of 

their father, as this would to some extent give an indica- 

tion of the family income level. 

TABLE III 

*CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECTS ACCORDING 
TO FATHERS' OCCUPATION 

Occupation Grouping Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 

l.professional work- 2 4.4 1 1.8 
ers 

2.Semi-professiorial 2 4.4 1 1.8 3 

worke r s 
3.Farmers and farm 2 4.4 3 5.5 5 

managers 
4.Proprietors, mana- 7 15.6 8 14.5 15 

gers and officials, 
except farm 

5.Clerical, sales and 2 4.4 3 5.5 5 

kindred workers 
6.Craftsmen, foremen 8 17.8 12 21.8 20 

and kindred workers 
7.Operatives and kin- 8 17.8 5 9.1 13 
dred workers 

8.Domestic service O O O O O 
workers 

9.Service workers ex- 4 8.9 3 5.5 7 
capt domestic 

1O.Farm laborers O O O O O 

ll.Farm laborers (un- O O O O O 
paid family workers) 

l2.Laborers, except 6 13.3 10 18.2 16 
farm 
Unemployed 2 4.4 1 1.8 3 

Deceased 2 4.4 5 9.0 7 

Not given O O 3 5.5 3 

*Taken from "16th Census of the United States 1940, Popu- 
lation Second Series, Characteristics of the Population," 
Oregon (unbound) page 8. 
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It was found that exceedingly few fathers were in the 

professional (3%) or semiprofessional (3%) groups; none 

were in the domestic service group, farm laborer group, or 

farm laborer (unpaid family workers) group. iost of them 

(20% of the total) were in the craftsmen, foremen and kin- 

dred vorkers group while the next highest percentage (16%) 

were in the laborers, except farm, group; 15% were pro- 

prïetors, managers and officials, except farm, and 13% 

were operatives and kindred workers. 

Family Background with Reference to Marital Status 

Students included in this study were asked to give 

information concerning the marital status of' their parents. 

This information was desired since the family background 

is very likely to influence the student's attitude toward 

preparation for marriage. 



TABLE IV 

FAMILY BACKGhOUND OF SUBJECTS 

Family Status 

Both parents living 
Father not living 
Mother not living 
No response 

Parents living together 
Parents not living to- 

gether: l.divorcecl 
2. de ceas ed 

No response 

Bors I'T45 

No. % 

39 86.7 
5 11.1 
1 2.2 
O O 

25 55.6 

4 8.9 
6 13.3 

lO 22.2 

Girls N55 
No. 

48 87.3 
5 9.1 
i 1.8 
1 1.8 

29 52.8 

24 

Total 
N = 100 

87 
lo 
2 
i 

54 

7 12.7 11 
6 10.9 12 

13 23.6 23 

The two sexes are approximately equal from the stand- 

point of percentages having only one parent living. This 

same condition holds true with reference to the percent of 

fathers and mothers that are deceased. Five times as many 

subjects were fatherless as were motherless. Over one-half 

of the boys (55.6) and over one-half of the girls (52.8%) 

stated that their parents were living together. The ques- 

tionnaire asked if the studentst parents were separated 

but the only subjects who answered that part of the ques- 

tion (8.9% of the boys and 12.7% of the girls) indicated 

that their parents were divorced. Such a large percentage 

(22.2% of the boys and 23.6% of the girls) made no re- 

sponse that it would seem possible that all may not have 

been well or congenial between parents. One girl who 

stated that her parents were divorced did not know whether 

her father was living. 
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Number of Siblings in Family 

A comparison was made with reference to the number of 

siblings found in the families of the subjects included in 

this study. 

TABLE V 

SIZE OF FAMILY AS INDICAI BY NUMBER OF SIBLINGS 

Number of Siblings Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 
other than Subject No. 1o. Ç NlO0 

O 0 0 4 7.3 4 

1 18 40.0 10 18.2 28 
2 15 33.3 19 34.5 34 
3 4 9.0 10 18.2 14 

4 0 0 4 7.3 4 

5 0 0 4 7.3 4 

6 0 0 1 1.8 1 

7 0 0 0 0 0 
8 2 4.4 2 3.6 4 

9 1 2.2 0 0 1 

No response 5 11.1 1 1.8 6 

Sixty-six of the 100 subjects had no more than two 

siblings; 28 had more than two (from 3 to 9) siblings. 

This would indicate that 66% of the families included no 

more than 5 persons when both parents were living. In the 

94 families about which a response was given, the average 

number of children was 3.35 since the 94 families had a 

total of 315 living children. 

None of the boys included in the study was an only 

child whereas four girls wereWonlyntchildren. Over twice 

as many boys (40%) as girls (l8.2) had only one sibling, 
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while the percentage having two siblings was approximately 

the same (33.ö of the boys and 34.5 of the girls). The 

largest family reported had 10 children. 

Placement of Subjects in the Family 

The subjects included in the study were grouped with 

reference to placenent in their respective families. 

TABLE VI 

PLACEMENT OF SUBJCTS IN TI FAMILY 

Placement of Subjects 
among Siblings 

Only child 
Youngest child 
Oldest child 
Same age (twins) 
Neither oldest, youngest 
No response 

Boys N45 Girls N-55 Total 
No. No. N=l00 

o o 4 '7.3 4 

13 28.9 18 32.7 31 
17 37.8 14 25.5 31 
o o 6 10.9 6 

lo 22.2 12 21.8 22 
5 11.1 1 1.8 6 

It was found that the subjects were fairly well dis- 

tributed from the standpoïnt of placement in the family. 

An equal number of subjects (31 each) were youngest and 

oldest children. Six of the girls indicated one sibling 

the same age as themselves, five having a twin sister and 

one a twin brother. 

Frequency of Dating 

The subjects were asked to indicate the frequency 

with which they date a member of the opposite sex during 
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the school term. This information was desired because 

their dating experience would possibly influence their 

attitude toward a number of factors included in this sidy. 

TABLE VII 

DATING FREQUENCY OF SUBJECTS 

Frequency of Boys N:45 Girls N55 Total 
Dat________________ No s - No. N :100 

Ouite often (once or 19 42.2 26 47.3 45 
more a week) 
Frequently (two or 3 6.7 8 14.5 11 
three times a month) 
Occasionally (about 5 11.1 10 18.2 15 

once a month) 
Seldom (two or three 9 20.0 6 10.9 15 

times a year) 
Never 8 17.8 2 3.6 10 

No response 1 2.2 3 5.5 4 

By far the highest percent of the subjects had dates 

quite often (45g of' total). A higher percent of the girls 

had dates quite often than did the boys (47.3 and 42.2% 

respectively). Also a higher percent of the girls had 

dates "frequently' and 'occasional1y than did the boys. 

About twice as many boys (as indicated by the percent) 

seldom had dates as compared with the girls (2O and 10.9%). 

About five times as many boys never had dates as compared 

with girls (17.8% and 3.6% respectively). Two girls who 

checked no response indicated their mates were not in town; 

one of these was in the army. 

These findings compare quite favorably with those of' 

Priscilla Rowland. (10, pp. 27,28). She found that "the 



number of girls who go frequently with boys is twice as 

great as the number who go occasionally, and over three 

times as great as those who go seldom. only 4% of girls 

go with boys while 11% of boys 'never' go with 

girls. The fact that the girls of this age show a great- 

er tendency to associate with the opposi sex than do 

boys of similar age substantiates the belief that girls 

reach physical and social maturity at an earlier age than 

do boys." 

Status of Engagement 

It seemed desirable in this study to know something 

about the students' interest in marriage. 

TABLE VIII 

BACKGROUND OF STUDNTS NITH RRENCE TO GAGEiiENT 

Engaged Status Boys N45 Girls N-55 Total 

____________________ o. No. % N=lOO 

Engaged 5 11.1 9 16.4 14 

Not engaged 40 B.9 45 81.8 85 
No response O O 1 1.8 1 

One interesting result which came from asking this 

question concerning engagement was that two boys, each 17 

years old, said they were "engaged to be engaged," not 

"engaged to be married." There seems to be a trend for 

students in some communities to consider this an engage- 

ment which is not made with the thought of marriage. One 
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18-year-old boy said, "Emphatically noZ" and one girl who 

did not state her age said, "Practically engaged." More 

of the senior girls were engaged than were the boys (16.4% 

and 11.1%) and far more of the total subjects were not en- 

gaged than were engaged (85% and 14% respectively). An 

unusually good response to this question was obtained as 

only one subject (1%) did not answer. 

Status of Home Life 

A question concerning home life was included in the 

questionnaire because the status of' the home life of' each 

subject was thought to be of considerable importance in 

influencing his or her attitude toward marriage. 

TABLE IX 

BACKGROUND OF STUDENTS WITH REFERENCE 
TO THEIR ENJOYMENT OF HOME LIFE 

Status of Home 
Life 

Highly enjoyable 
Satisfactory 
Unp le a sant 
No response 

Boys N:45 Girls N55 Total 
No. No. N1OO 
16 35.6 29 52.7 45 
23 51.1 25 45.5 48 
2 4.4 1 1.8 3 

4 8.9 0 0 4 

Over one-half' the girls (52.7%) considered their home 

life highly enjoyable while only 35.6% of the boys con- 

sidered theirs in that category. On the other hand over 

one-half the boys called their home life satisfactory, as 

compared with 45.5% of the girls. More boys considered 
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their home life unpleasant than did the girls, and three 

boys made no response. One of these three boys (18 years 

old) said he had neither home nor home life; the father 

was dead and his mother and step-father had been divorced. 

Horno Discipline of Subjects 

It was also desirable to know the type of discipline 

the subjects had experienced in their homes since this 

could affect their attitudes toward some of the informa- 

tion requested in the questionnaire. 

TABLE X 

BACKGROUiD OF SUBJECTS AS TO HOME DISCIPLINE 

Type of Home Boys N-45 
Discipline No. 

Lenient 28 62.3 
Firm but not harsh 15 33.3 
Harsh or severe O O 
No response 2 4.4 

Girls N55 Total 
No!___ ilO0 
30 54.5 58 
25 45.5 40 
O O O 
O O 2 

A larger percent of the boys considered their home 

discipline lenient than did the girls (62.3w and 54.5 re- 

spectively), but both agreed there were moro homes having 

lenient discipline than "firm but not harsh.tt 

Relationshipbetween Type of Home Life and Home Discipline 

In the following table, a comparison was made between 

the type of home life experienced by students and their 

evaluetion of the discipline used in the home with refer- 
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ence to leniency or harshness. 

Although these evaluations are made on a subjective 

basis, the fact remains that the opinion a student holds 

toward a specific situation influences his personality and 

behavior. 

TABLE XI 

RELATIONSHIP BETVEN TYPE OF HOME LIFE AND HOME DISC IPLINE 

Type of home life 
Home 

Lenient 
discipline 

Firm Harsh Total 

1.Re1tionship expressed by boys concerning their home life 
a.Highly enjoyable 9 7 0 16 
b.Satisfactory 16 7 0 23 
c.Unpleasant 2 0 0 2 

Total 27 14 0 41* 

2.Relationship expressed by girls ccerning their home life 
a.Highly enjoyable 13 16 0 29 
b.Satisfactory 17 8 0 25 
c.Unpleasant 0 1 0 1 

Total 30 25 0 55 

*Four boys making no response were omitted. 

With both boys and girls the highest relationship 

found was that between satisfactory home life and lenient 

discipline. Nine boys felt that they had a highly enjoy- 

able home life with lenient discipline, but 16 had only 

satisfactory home life with lenient discipline. An equal 

number of boys (7 each) had highly enjoyable home life 

with firm but not harsh discipline. Two boys who rated 

the discipline as lenient rated their home life unpleasant. 
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Thirteen girls whose home lives were highly enjoyable 

believed the home discipline was Lmient, while a larger 

number (16) o girls with highly enjoyable home life felt 

that they were under firm but not harsh discipline. 

Seventeen girls who said they experienced lenient disci- 

pune called their home life satisfactory, while eight 

girls under firm but not harsh discipline also rated their 

home life as satisfactory. One girl felt that she had an 

unpleasant home life and experienced firm but not harsh 

discipline. These results seem to indicate that the stu- 

dent's evaluation of the type of home discipline does not 

show a high relationship with his evaluation of the happi- 

ness of his home environment. 

Religious Attendance 

The subjects were asked to check their attendance at 

church, Sunday school, or young people's church organiza- 

tion if they were in the habit of attending two or more 

times per month. 
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TABLE XII 

SUBJECTS' ATTENDANCE AT VARIOUS CHURCH SERVICES 

Number attending regularly (at least two or 

more times per month) 

Subects Church S. School Y.P. Organ. 

____________ Yes No N.R. Yes No. N.R. Yes No N.R. 

Boys N45 7 28 10 1 30 14 4 29 12 

15.6 62.2 22.2 2.2 66.7 31.1 8.9 64.4 26.7 
GIrls N55 33 14 8 18 22 15 17 23 15 

60.0 25.5 14.5 32.7 40.0 27.3 30.9 41.8 27.3 

Total N=l0O 40 42 18 19 52 29 21 52 27 

Four times as many girls (6O) attended church regu- 

larly as boys (l5.6). About sixteen times as many girls 

attended Sunday School regularly as did the boys (32.7° 

and 2.2 respectively). Twice as many of both boys and 

girls attended church as attended young people's organiza- 

tions. 

Church Preference 

It was thought desirable to ask the subjects to state 

their church preference (1f any) because religious train- 

Ing and experience could influence attitudes toward mar- 

nage and family life. 

TABLE XIII 

CHURCH PREFERENCE OF SUBJ]CTS 

Church Preference 

Protestant 
Catholic 
No preference 
No response 

Boys N45 Girls N=55 Total 
No. % No. % Nl00 

15 33.3 37 67.3 52 
4 8.9 3 5.5 7 

20 44.4 13 23.6 33 
6 13.3 2 3.6 8 
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1Iore of the girls indicated a church preference than 

did the boys, 72.8% of the girls stating a preference as 

compared with 42.2% of the boys. Twelve times as large a 

percent of girls were of Protestant faith as of Catholic 

(67.3% and 5.5% respectively). Four times as many boys 

preferred a Protestant church as preferred the Catholic 

church (33.3% to 8.9%). The churches mentioned that were 

classified as Protestant churches include: Assembly of 

God, Baptist, Christian, Christian Science, Congregation- 

al, English Lutheran, Episcopal, Latter Day aints, 

Lutheran, Methodist, Nazarene, Presbyterian, Unity, and 

Zion Lutheran. 

More boys than girls had no church preference (444%t 

and 23.6% respectively). 

Students' Attitudes Toward Economic and Social Factors 

Couples preparing to marry will be faced with various 

economic and social factors which influence their married 

life. Since a sound marriage requires a sound economic 

and social foundation, it seemed desirable in this study 

to determine the attitudes of the subjects toward certain 

selected economic and social factors. 

The following tables summarize students' attitudes 

toward these selected factors. 
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Inc orne 

Since income is important in maintaining a happy home 

and contented married life, several questions were indu- 

ded. in the study to obtain student attitudes toward this 

factor. 

TABLE XIV 

ATTITUDES TOWARD INCOME 

*Conditions to which Boys N:45 Girls N55 Total 
student responses were No. % No. % N:lOO 
made 

A. Should a couple marry if both are unemployed? 

1. Yes, they should 8 17.8 6 10.9 14 
2. No, they should not 37 82.2 49 89.1 86 

B. Should a couple marry if the girl has a job but the boy 
has not? 

1. Yes, they should 2 4.4 2 3.6 4 

2. No, they should not 42 93.3 51 92.7 93 
3. NO response 1 2.2 2 3.6 3 

C. Attitude toward planning that the girl work outside the 
home for the first year or two after marriage. 

1. Highly desirable O O O O O 

2. Desirable 4 8.9 2 3.7 6 

3. Makes little or no 5 11.1 16 29.1 21 
differenc e 

4. Undesirable 20 44.4 19 34.5 39 
5. Highly undesirable 16 35.6 17 30.9 33 
6. No response O O 1 1.8 1 

-Kuestjon 18 and statement 36. See appendix. 

A larger percentage of boys than girls considered a 

couple should marry even if both were unemployed (17.8% 

and lO.9 respectively). Almost five times as many boys 

said they should not marry as said they should, while over 
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eight times as many girls said they should not marry as 

said they should. Thïs would seem that the girls in- 

cluded in this study are less willing to take risks which 

involve economic security through unemployment. 

The percentage of boys and girls who responded to 

question " were very similar in their attitudes. Of the 

boys, 93.3 and of the gIrls 92.7% indicated that a couple 

should not marry "if the girl has a job but the boy does 

not." The boy who did not check a response wrote in: 

tAccordlng to his finance; yes, if he has money; no, if 

he hasn't." This boy was 18 years old, his father had 

been a rancher but was now deceased. Case No. 47, an 18- 

year-old girl whose father was a patient in a veteran's 

hospital, checked "No," then added this comment: "Unless 

the boy is unable through physical defects to earn a liv- 

Ing." 

Over twice as large a percent o± boys as girls con- 

sidered it desirable for the girl to work outside the home 

during the first year or two after marriage (8.9 and 3.7% 

respectively) . Over twice as large a percent of girls as 

boys said it makes little or no difference (29.1% and 

11.1%), while 10% more boys than girls said it was unde- 

sirable and 5% more boys than girls said this arrangement 

was highly undesirable. The last two mentioned attitudes 

showed that the girls were not so adverse to working out- 
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side the home as were the boys in permitting them to work. 

One 17-year-old girl whose father was a lumberman said, 

"If it is necessary, I think it is all right." She checked 

the third response, "This makes little or no difference." 

Savings 

Since at least a few people consider it important to 

have some savings at the time of raarriage, a few questions 

on this topic were included in the study, to obtain high 

school students' attitudes toward this practice. 
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ATT ITUDES TOWARD SAVINGS 

Conditions to which Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 
student responses were No. No. % NlOO 
made 

A. Should young people marry if' they have no savings? 

1. Yes, they should 12 26.7 22 40.0 34 
2. No, they should not 30 66.6 32 58.2 62 

3. No response 3 6.7 1 1.8 4 

B. Do you believe a couple getting married should have: 

1. From ;5O to 400 9 20.0 21 38.2 30 

savings 
2. At least .;500 say- 18 40.0 20 36.4 38 

Ings 
3. More than S500 say- 18 40.0 13 23.6 31 

ings 
4. No response O O i 1.8 1 

C. Attitude toward wife turning all of her savings over to 
te husband as soon as they marry: 

1. Highly desirable or 2 4.4 3 5.5 5 

es sential 
2. Desirable 7 15.6 4 7.3 11 

3. Makes little or no 13 28.9 14 25.5 27 
difference 

4. Undesirable 12 26.7 18 32.7 30 

5. Highly undesirable 11 24.4 16 29.1 27 

and should not be 
6. No response 0 0 1 1.8 1 

*Statements 17, 43, and 48. See appendix 

Two-thirds of the boys believed a couple should not 

marry when they have no savings, while only 58.2 of the 

girls believed this. One girl said, "Yes, (they should 

marry) if the man has a job he is certain of." 

A larger percent of girls than boys believed a couple 

getting married should have from 5O to 40O savings 

(38.22 and 20 respectively). One fifth of the boys 
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thought the sna11est amount mentioned would be sufficient, 

while two-fifths considered that at least 5OO savings 

would be needed, and the remaining two-fifths of the boys 

recommended more than :5OO savings. Only about one-fourth 

of the girls believe more than ;5OO should he accumulated 

before marriage, thus showing that the girls feel less 

savings would be required than do the boys. The girls do, 

however, feel a need for economic security as is shown in 

a previous table relating to incone. A boy who checked 

"More than 5OO savings?r said, "Makes no difference, but 

5OO would help a lot." He was 17 years old, his parents 

were divorced, and he was "engaged to be engaged." 

.bout one fourth of both boys and girls thought it 

nade little or no difference about the wife turning all 

her savings over to the husband as soon as they marry. 

One girl checked two responses (1 and 2) indicating this 

is either highly desirable or desirable. More girls than 

boys considered it undesirable and highly undesirable, or 

that a wife should not turn her savings over to the hus- 

band (6l.8g of the girls as contrasted with 5l.l% of the 

boys). Over twice as high a percent of boys as girls con- 

sidereci it desirable to do this (15.6% and 7.3% respec- 

tively). One of the boys who said it was desirable wrote 

in, "Joint banking account." His father was a druggist 

and it was not stated whether his parents were living to- 

gether. 



Buying Property Jointly 

It se-med of interest to ascertain the attitudes of 

high school seniors on this subject. 

TABLE XVI 

ATTITUDES TOITARD BUYING PhOPERTY JOIITLY WHILE ENGAGED 

Response to the question: 
Do you think it is wise 
to buy propertj jointly 
while a couple is en- Boys N45 
gaged?* No. 

It is wise 7 15.6 
It is not wise 38 84.4 
No response O O 

4Question 15. See appendix 

Girls 1155 Total 
No. % NlOO 

4 '7.3 11 
50 90.9 88 
1 1.8 1 

Over twice as high a percent of boys as girls con- 

sidered it wise to buy property jointly while engaged 

(l5.6 and 7.3 respectively). iore than five times as 

large a percent of boys thought it was not wise as thought 

it was wise, while over twelve times as large a percent of 

girls thought it not wise as thought it wise. One 17-,rear- 

old girl checked 9No" and wrote In, uExcept under some dr- 

cumstances." 

The writer thought it would be of interest to see how 

the engaged students felt about the question. An examina- 

tion of the raw data showed that of the five boys who were 

either engaged to be married or "engaged to be engaged," 
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three (6O) said that it was wise and two (4O) said it 

was not wise. The girl who was "practically engaged" said 

it was not wise. This same response was nade by six of 

the eight girls who were actually engaged. Thus 77.B%* of 

the engaged girls said, Not wise" and 22.2%* said, "Wise." 

A. much higher percentare of engaged boys than of girls 

thought it was wise (6O compared with 22.2) while nearly 

twice as high a percentage of engaged girls as boys con- 

sidered it not wise (77.7, compared with 40%). 

Loaning or Giving /ioney to a Future Mate 

Since loaning or giving money to a future mate could 

create problems, this economic factor was included in the 

study. Table XVII shows the attitudes of the subjects. 

* The "practically engaged" girl was classed with the en- 
gaged in figuring the percentages. 
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TABLE XVII 

ATTITUDES TO'VARD LOANING OR GIVING MONEY TO A FUTURE MATE 

Attitude concerning the 
practice of loaning or 
giving money to a fu- Boys N:45 Girls N=55 Total 
ture mate.* No. No. NlO0 

Highly desirable 0 0 2 3.6 2 

Desirable 3 6.7 1 1.8 4 

Makes little or no 18 40.0 14 25.5 32 
difference 

Undesirable 18 40.0 16 29.1 34 
Highly undesirable or 5 11.1 22 40.0 27 
should not be 

No response 1 2.2 0 0 1 

*Statement 29. See appendix 

The percentage of boys who believed it was desirable 

(6.72) and who believed that it made little or no differ- 

ence (4O') were much higher than for girls concerning these 

same beliefs or attitudes (1.8% and 25.5% respectively). 

Nearly four times as many girls (as shown by the percent) 

as boys considered that this practice should not be, or 

was highly undesirable (40% and 11.1% respectively). Case 

No. 21, a 17-year-old girl, said, "It makes little or no 

difference if the boy gives the 's's' to the girl." 

Marriage on Various Economic and Social Levels 

Problems may result from marrying someone on a differ- 

ent economic or social level, therefore a few questions on 

this topic were included in the study. Table XVIII shows 

results which were obtained. 
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TABLE XVIII 

ATT ITUD'nS TOVAhD 1Ri lAGE ON 
VMLIOUS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL LEVELS 

Conditions to which 
student responses Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 
were made* No. No. % NlOO 

Do you think it is wise to marry someone who is on: 

A. a much higher economic level than yourself? 

1. Yes B 17.8 14 25.5 22 

2. No 33 73.3 34 61.8 67 

3. No response 4 8.9 7 12.7 11 

B. a much lower economic level than yourself? 

1. Yes 8 17.8 4 7.3 12 

2. No 33 73.3 43 78.2 76 

3. No response 4 8.9 8 14.5 12 

C. approximately the same economic level as yourself? 

1. Yes 44 97.8 52 94.6 96 

2. No O 0 1 1.8 1 

3. No response 1 2.2 2 3.6 3 

Attitude toward choosing a mate as a means of financial 
betterment: 

1. HIghly desirable O O i 1.8 1 

2. Desirable 3 6.7 3 5.5 6 

3. Makes little or no O O 1 1.8 1 

difference 
4. Undesirable 14 31.1 13 23.6 27 
5. Should not be 28 62.2 36 65.5 64 
6. No response O 0 1 1.8 1 

Attitude toward choosing a mate as a means of social 
betterment: 

1. Highly desirable O O i 1.8 1 

2. Desirable 5 11.1 2 3.6 7 

3. Makes little or no 5 11.1 1 1.8 6 

difference 
4. Undesirable 15 33.3 14 25.5 29 

5. Should not be 20 44.4 34 61.8 54 
6. No response O O 3 5.5 3 

Quest1on 14; statements 35 and 34. See appendix. 
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A higher percentage of girls than boys thought it 

!$wiseli to marry someone on a much higher economic level 

than themselves (25.5% and 17.8% respectively). The per- 

centage of boys who considered it was not wise was 73.3% 

while the percentage of girls with that attitude was only 

61.8%. The writer believes this percentage difference be- 

tween the attitudes is what could be expected as some high 

school girls dream, hope, and desire that they will marry 

a man on a much higher economic level than they are now 

enjoying. The boys, on the other hand, do not want a 

mate who is accustomed to a higher economic level than 

themselves as it would probably hurt their pride, espec- 

ially if they were not able to maintain that level after 
marriage. 

The same reasoning seems further justified in the 

next question since a smaller percentage of girls than 

boys (7.3 and 17.8% respectively) considered it ttwisetl to 

marry on a much lower economic level than themselves, and 

a higher percentage of girls (78.2%) than of boys (73.3?) 

believed it "not wise. In comparing the responses to 

question A with responses to question B, 25.5% of the 

girls said ItYesT to question A while only 7.3% said "Yes" 

to question B. The percentage of girls who thought it 
"unwise" to marry on a higher economic level was 61.8% 

while 78.2% thought it 'unwise" to marry on a lower level. 
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The number and percentage of boys ans iering "Yes" and "NO" 

to each question was identical, but the same boys did not 

give the same ansers to both questions. 
The attitudes of boys and of girls toward marrying 

on the same economic level were very similar, 97.8 of 

the boys and 94.6 of the girls considering this "wise." 
No boy end only one girl considered it unwise. 

One 18-year-old girl said "Yeso to all three questions 
A, B, and C, then wrote in, "I don't think that matters a 

great deal." Another girl, the sanie age, checked none of 

the responses for the three questions, but wrote, "It all 
depends on the person whom you wish to marry." A third 
girl, of the same age, left questions A and B unchecked, 

saying, "All depends on the situation." These responses 

tend to show that girls are considering more than economic 

levels alone. 

A larger percent of boys (3l.1) considered it un- 

desirable to choose a mate as a means of financial better- 
ment than did the girls as shown by a percentage of 23.6. 
A slightly larger percentage of girls than of boys (65.5% 

and 62.2% respectively) said this practice should not be. 
From three to six times as high a percentage of boys 

as of girls either considered it desirable, or that it 
made little or no difference to choose a iate as a means 

of social betterment. Those considering it undesirable 
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included 33.3% of the boys and. 25.5% of the girls, while 

6l.8, of the girls and 44.4 of the boys said. it should not 

be. early twice as high a percent of the boys thought it 

desirable to choose a mate as a means of social betterment 

es thought it desirable to choose a mate as a means of 

financial betterment. About the same percentage of boys 

considered. both conditions undesirable (31.1% and 33.3%), 

but there was a difference in percent of boys who thought 

the conditions should not be: 62.2% said one should not 

choose a mate as a means of financial betterment, while 

only 44.4% said one should not choose a mete as a means 

of social betterment. The girls' responses were similar 

(65.5% being of the former opinion and 61.8% of the lat- 

ter). 

The same girl, case No. 46, answered both conditions 

with the same response, saying it was highly desirable to 

choose a mate as a means of both financial and social 

betterment. She was 19 years old and the daughter of a 

mechanic. 

Students' Attitudes Toward Personality Factors 

The personality of one's mate is perhaps one of the 

more Important factors in influencing married life. It 

was considered desirable, therefore, to obtain the atti- 

tudes of the students toward a few selected personality 

factors. 
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The following tables show the students' attitudes 

toward these. 

The Part Personality Plays in Marriage 

The students were asked to state whether or not they 

thought the personality of one's intended mate plays an 

important part after marriage. 

TABLE XIX 

ATTITUDES TOi-.D THE PART PERSONALITY PLAYS IN MARRIAGE 

Cuestion to which stu- 
dents responded: Do you 
think the personality of 
one's intended mate plays 
an important part after Boys N45 
marriage?* No. 

It plays an important 42 93.3 
part 

It does not play an im- i 2.2 
portant part 

No response 2 4.4 

4uestion 13. See appendix 

Girls N55 Total 
No. NlOO 

54 98.2 96 

1 1.8 2 

O O 2 

A slightly higher percent of the girls than of the 

boys (96.2 and 93.3) held the attitude that personality 

does play an important part after marriage. One boy and 

one girl thought it did not. The writer tried to discover 

a factor in the background of each which might explain 

their attitude. The boy was 17 years old, the son of a 

shovel runner in a logging camp, his parents were living 



together, he had no brother and just one sister (23 years 

old) who was not living at home. He dated quite often 

(once or more a week), was not engaged, his home life was 

satisfBctory, discipline was lenient; he checked two 

places of residence, city of Kiamath Falls, and in suburbs 

or a small community. He was not in the habit of attend- 

ing church, Sunday school, or young people's organization, 

but said he preferred the Methodist faith. The girl did 

not state her age nor whether her parents were living to- 

gether. lier father was a sawyer, her only brother (32 

years) and only sister (28 years) were not living at home. 

She had dates quite often, was "practically engaged," her 

home life was satisfactory, discipline firm but not harsh, 

lived in city, attended regularly the church, Sunday schoo1, 

and young people's organization, preferred the religious 

faith, "Assembly of God." It is possible that because 

neither had a brother or a sister living at home that this 

influenced their attitude; also that each was a youngest 

child. 

Happiness in Marriage 

The subjects were asked whether or not they believed 

that "a person should be happier married than unmarried," 



TABLE XX 

ATTITUDES TOWARD HAPPINESS IN i1iARIAGE 

Question: Do you be- 
lieve a person should 
be happier married Boys N:45 Girls N=55 Total 
than unmarried?* No. % No. % N=lOO 

Yes, happier 34 75.6 48 87.3 82 

No, not happier 10 22.2 6 10.9 16 

No response 2 4.4 1 1.8 3 

Ouest1on 27. See appendix. 

A larger percentage of girls than of boys believed 

married persons should be happier (87.3 and 75.6 respec- 

tively). Eight times as many girls believed persons would 

be happier married than believed they would not be happier 

(87,3c/ and 10.9%). Between three and four times as many 

boys believed a person would be happier married than be- 

lievod they would not he happier (75.6% and 22.2% respec- 

tively). The one girl who checked no response said, "All 

depends." One of the two boys who checked neither response 

said, "Depends upon the person." An 18-year-old girl who 

checked "Yes" wrote in, "If no one else cared for them 

(meaning their family)." Her parents were divorced. Three 

boys, all of whom answered "Yes," wrote in the comments 

which follow: "More satisfied, anyway"; "If they have 

children"; "At the proper age, beginning between 25 and 

30." The first two boys had no church preference, while 

the latter preferred the Naz8rene church. 
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Sincerity During Courtshp 

The students were ased whether they thought "that 

either the boy or the girl should pretend to be what he or 

she is not, but whit he or she knows the other one likes." 

TABLE )I 

ATTITUDES TOWARD SINCERITY DURING COURTSHIP 

uestion: Do you think 
that either the boy or the 
girl should pretend to be 
what he or she is not, but 
what he or she knows the Boys N45 
other one likes'?* No. 

Yes, should pretend 1 2.2 
No, should not pretend 43 95.6 
No response 1 2.2 

*uestion 19. See appendix. 

Girls N55 Total 
No. NlOO 

4 7.3 5 

50 90.9 93 
1 1.8 2 

A slightly higher percentage of boys than of girls 

answered "No" (95.6 and 90.9% respectively). Both boys 

and girls were highly in favor of sincerity during court- 

ship. Over three times as high a percentage of girls as 

of boys (7.3% and 2.2) considered it all right to pretend, 

saying that one should pretend. One of these girls who 

said "Yes" wrote, ItTO a certain extent, but not to the ex- 

treme." ach of the four girls saying Yest belonged to 

or preferred a different church from the others: Latter 

Day aints, Baptist, Congregational, and Catholic. The 

boy who said "Yes' had no church preference. Case No. 86, 
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a girl 17 years old, checked "No" and said, "Because the 

other mate will eventually find out what the other really 

is like." 

Considerateness and Politeness 

This question was included in the study: "Do you 

believe couples should be just as considerate and polite 

to each other after marriage as while engaged?" 

TABLE XXII 

ATTITUDES TOWARD CONSD)ERATENESS AI\D POLIINESS 

CUestion: Do you believe 
couples should be just as 
considerate and polite to 

each other after marriage 
as while engaged?* 

Yes, they should be 
No, they should not be 

Boys N45 
1T 07 
.iO. /0 

44 97.8 
i 2.2 

*uestion 16. See appendix. 

Girls N=55 Total 
N2_ _ NlOO 

55 100.0 99 
O O 1 

The girls were unanimous and the boys practically so 

(97.8) in their attitude that couples should be just as 

considerate and polite to each other after marriage as 

while engaged. Just one boy out of the 100 senior students 

thouht they should not be. The writer could find nothing 

in his background that might explain his attitude. 
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Attitudes Toward Marriage Under Special Conditions 

Certain special conditions greatly affect marriage 

and cause special problems. The students were asked to 

give their attitudes toward a few such conditions. 

Secret Marriages 

Students were asked whether they believed in secret 

marriages. 

TABL) XXIII 

ATTITUDES OF STUDTS TOWAFLD SECRET MARRIAGES 

CLuestion: Do you be- 

lieve in secret mar- 
riaes?* 
Yes 
No 
No response 

Boys N45 Girls N55 
No. 7o 

NO. % 

6 L:5.3 6 10.9 
37 82.3 49 89.1 
2 4.4 0 0 

-uestjon 26. See appendix 

Total 
Nl00 

A slightly larger percent of the boys believed in 

a 

secrecy than dïd the girls (13.3' as compared with 1O.9). 

Over eight times as many girls did not believe in secrecy 

as believed in it (89.l and 10.9% respectively). A little 

over six times as many boys did not believe in secret mar- 

nages as did believe in them (82.3 and l3.3 respective- 

ly). Two 18-year-old boys made these comments: "If it is 

for the best»' and "Depending on the circumstances." Both 

said yes, they believed in secret marriages. Two girls 
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who said "Yes" also said: "Depending on the circumstances 

at home," and "I see nothing wrong with them.tt One girl 

of 7 years said she did not believe in them, and added 

"under some circumstances." An 18-year-old girl who 

checked neither response said, "Ali depends -- usually 

no." None of the six making comments were engaged; none 

were Catholic. 

Service in Armed Forces 

Students were asked to express their attitudes con- 

cerning marriage before the fiance goes into military serv- 

ice, as contrasted with waiting until the boy returns from 

military duty. 
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TABLE XXIV 

ATTITTJDS OF STUDENTS TOYARD MARRL&GE 
AND SERVICE IN THE ARivI FORCES 

Marriage during the Boys N=45 Girls N55 Total 
war period No. % No. 77 N100 

A. Marriage before the fiance goes into military service:* 

1. Highly desirable O O i 1.8 1 

2. Desirable 9 20.0 9 16.4 18 
3. Makes little or no 10 22.2 10 18.2 20 

difference 
4. Undesirable 14 31.1 24 43.6 38 
5. Should not be 11 24.4 12 21.8 23 

6. No response 1 2.2 1 1.8 2 

B. Waiting until boy returns from military duty to get 
married :* 

1. Highly desirable 8 17.8 10 18.2 18 
2. Desirable 22 48.8 33 60.0 55 

3. Makes little or no 4 8.9 5 9.1 9 

difference 
4. Undesirable 5 11.1 2 3.6 '7 

5. Siaould not be 3 6.7 4 7.3 7 

6. No response 4 8.9 1 1.8 5 

*Statements 33 and 40. See appendix 

These two statements were purposely separated in the 

questionnaire so students would think through the situa- 

tion each time a response was made. 

Two girls each checked two responses to statement A 

and one boy checked two responses to statement B; therefore 

the totals and percentages of those columns are affected. 

The hìhest percentages (of both boys and girls) con- 

sidered that marriage before the fiance goes into military 

service is undesirable, the girls having the stronger atti- 

tude or higher percentage (43.6 as contrasted with 311%f 



55 

for the boys). About one-half of that percent of girls 

and four-fifths of that percent of boys this should 

not be (2l.8 and 24.4 respectively). iore boys and more 

girls thought it made little or no difference than thought 

it was desirable. 

The largest percentages of both boys and girls con- 

sidered it desirable to wait until the boy returns from 

military duty to get married, the girls feeling more 

stroìgly about this than the boys (48.8% of boys and 60% 

of girls). The next highest percentage of both boys and 

girls thought it highly desirable to wait (l'7.8% and 

l8.2). Three times as great a percent of boys as girls 

believed it was undesirable (11.1% and 3.6% respectively). 

In comparing attitudes toward statements A and B it 

is interesting to note that the majorities having unfavor- 

able attitudes against A (marriage before he goes into 

military service) are not greatly different from the major- 

ities having favorable attitudes toward B (vait1ng until 

he returns). By adding responses 1 and 2 in each question, 

the favorable responses, and by adding 4 and 5, the un- 

favorable responses, it was found that 55.5% of the boys 

and 65.4% of the girls believe it is undesirable or that 

they should not marry before the fiance goes into mili- 

tary service; also it was found that 66.6% of the boys and 

78.2% of the girls favored waiting until the boy returns 
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from military duty to get married. In both A and B parts 

of the table, the percentages showed that boys were more 

in favor of marriage before going into military service 

and against waiting until return from service than were 

the girls. About 10% more girls than boys (65. and 

55.5%' respectively) were opposed to marriage before the 

boy goes into service, and ll.6 more girls than boys 

(78.2 and 66.6 respectively) favor waiting until the boy 

returns from duty. From these compensons it would appear 

that the results were fairly consistent. 

At this point it is interesting to compare high school 

student attitudes toward marriage during the war period 

with college student attitudes on the same subject. 

r1lulkey (9, p. 62) in her thesis completed in 1942, found 

that U55c7 f the women and 56 of the men considered mar- 

nage during the war period worth the risks involved. 

Thirty-four percent of the women and 38 of the men con- 

sidered marriage during the war period not worth the risks; 

while ll of the women and 6% of the men were undecided on 

the question." 

The difference in findings on college level and high 

school level may possibly be due to the fact that college 

students feel they are at the marnigeable age and should 

not wait, and high school students may feel they are young 

enough that they can afford to wait until the boy returns 
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from duty. 

After answering the questionnaire, one boy said to 

the writer, "You bet I'd favor marriage before I went into 

military service -- as then I'd have her cinched -- some 

other guy could not get her theni" A boy who checked no 

response to A said, cases -- I don't know." 

A girl who also checked no response said, "All depends on 

circumstances." One girl checked response 2 (desirable) 

and added, "if both are old enough." 

Comments on part B of Table XXIV were fewer in number. 

A 17-year-old girl checked response 4 (undesirable) then 

said, "Depends on person." Case No. 41, an engaged girl 

18 years old, checked "desirable" and added, "or until he 

makes enough to help support -- somewhere close»' 

The writer thought it would be interesting to see how 

each of the engaged boys and girls answered question A. 

It was found that of the 5 engaged boys, two said it was 

desirable (to marry before fiance goes into military serv- 

ice), one said it made little or no difference, one said 

it should not be, and one made no response. Of the 9 en- 

gaged girls, three said "desirable," two said, "makes 

little or no difference," three said "undesirable" (one of 

these had a fiance in the army), and the remaining girl 

said "it should not be." These results show that the atti- 

tudes were divided. 



Attitudes Toward Selected Phases 
of Preparation for Iiarriage 

Students were asked to express their attitudes toward 

the receiving of sex instruction, toward frequency of dates 

during the school term, toward parent-adolescent relation- 

ships, toward a discussion before marriage as to rether 

both wish to have children, and toward a physical examina- 

tion before marriage. 

Sex Instruction 

The questionnaire included five questions concerning 

sex instruction. The attitudes on these five questions 

have been summarized in the following table: 
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TABLE XXV 

ATTITUDES TOIARD SEX INSTRUCTION-» 

Situations toward which 
students expressed an Boys N:45 Girls N55 Total 
opinion. No. I'o. NlOO 

A. Do you believe more sex instruction should be given in 
high school? 

1. Yes 40 88.9 52 94.5 92 

2. No 4 8.9 3 5.5 7 

3. No response i 2.2 0 0 1 

B. Do you believe sex instruction should be given in small 
groups of not over twenty to twenty-five? 

1. Yes 42 93.3 48 87.3 90 
2. io 3 6.7 5 9.1 8 

3. No response O O 2 3.6 2 

C. Do you believe sex instruction should be given to boys 
and girls separately? 

1. Yes 30 66.6 46 83.6 76 

2. No 12 26.7 9 16.4 21 

3. No response 3 6.'? 0 0 

D. Where do you believe young people contrp1ating marri- 
age should get sex instruction?** 

1. From books apnroved 16 35.6 33 60.0 49 

by medical authori- 
ties 

2. From classmates O O O O O 

3. From married friends 4 8.9 9 16.4 13 

4. From school (class- 18 40.0 18 327 36 

room) 
5. From doctor 40 88.8 43 78.2 83 

6. From parents 19 42.2 39 70.9 58 

E. In what class or subject in high school do you think sex 
instruction should be given?** 

1. General science 4 8.9 1 1.8 5 

2. Home economics 5 11.1 18 32.7 23 

3. Physical education 31 68.9 39 70.9 70 

4. Family reistlon- 14 31.1 33 60.0 4'7 

shIPs 
5. Biology 14 31.1 9 16.4 23 

6. Other (describe) 16 35.6 14 25.5 30 

7. No response 2 4.4 0 0 2 



* Q,uestions 3, 24, 25, 49, and 52. See appendix. 

**Following questions D and F students were told to check 
all responses they considered good sources. Sorne checked 
as many as 4 and 5 responses. For this reason the total 
number and percentage are each more than 100. 

Both boys and girls considered it would be desirable 

to receive more sex instiuction in high school, 88.9% of 

the boys and 94.5 of the girls being of that opinion. One 

l'7-year-old girl was quite emphatic nen she answered ttyestt 

as the check or UX was very large and black from much re- 

traci g. There were 10 times as many boys and 17 times as 

many girls who said ttLes" as said 

A larger percent of boys (93.3) than of girls (87.3%) 

believed sex instruction should be given 

of not over 20 to 25 persons. iviore than 

boys and more than 9 times as many girls 

ion as were unfavorable towerd it. One 

depends on the type of instruction." 

The largest percentage of both boys 

in small groups 

13 times as any 

favored this opin- 

irl said, "All 

and girls (66.6 

of the boys and 83.6% of the girls) thought sex instruc- 

tion should be given to boys and girls separately. More 

boys than girls said it should not be (26.7% and 16.4 

respectively). On the whole, over three-fourths of all 

subjects said, "yes," and about one-fifth said, "1o" to 

t?e above question. A 17-year-old boy said, "Yes, there 

is freer discussion," while a 17-year-old girl said, "Some- 



times it is better to give instructions together." She 

checked, "No" as her response. 

In ans.ver to question D as to good sources of sex 

instruction, the largest number of both boys and girls were 

in favor of a doctor (88.8% of the boys and 78.2% of the 

cdrls) giving this instruction. Parents received the 

second highest vote of confidence, the girls considerinC 

parents a better source than did the boys (42.2 of the 

boys and 7O.9 of the girls). With the boys the classroom 

ranked third (4O') but with the girls books approved by 

medical authorities ranked third (60%). Classmates re- 

ceived not one vote from either boys or girls, and mar- 

ried friends received the next lowest vote with 16.4% of 

the girls and 8.9 of the boys considering them a good 

source. One boy who checked rnarried friend&' wrote in, 

"If it is a sound marriage.t' 

Physical education ranked first with both boys and 

girls as the subject in which sex Instruction should be 

iven (63.9% boys and 70.9% girls), while general science 

ranked lowest with both (8.9% boys and 1.8% girls). With 

girls the subjects were rated thus: second place, family 

relationships (60%); third place, home economics (32.7%); 

fourth place, "other" (25.5%); fifth place, biology 

(16.4%). With boys the rank or order was quite different: 

second place "other" (35.6%); third place vías a tie between 
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family relationships and biology, (31.1% e8ch); fourth 

place, home economics (ll.l); fifth place, and last, was 

general science as stated above. Students were asked to 

describe Itother?I jf they checked it. The sugyestions they 

virote in are classified as follows: 10 said the health 

class was a suitable class for sex instruction; 8 said a 

special class or course; 4 said psychology; 2 said personal 

hygiene; 2 said first aid; i said home nursing; i said 

"(home) family welfare as California at Berkeley"; and 

i said "any class where there are just boys or just girls." 

It may be possible that students evaluated these questions 

partly at least on the basis of personalities associated 

with these various groups. 

Frequency of Dates 

The students were ased, "How often, on the averare, 

should a high school couple have dates when it is not vaca- 

tiorx?'t They were asked to check the one response they con- 

sidered best. 
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TABLE XXVI 

ATTITUDES TOWAED FEECUENCY OF DATES 

Opinions of students 
concerning the Ire- Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 
quencyof having dates* No. No. % N100 

Once a month or less 0 0 1 1.8 1 

Once in two weeks 9 20.0 2 3.6 11 
Once a week 24 53.4 22 40.0 46 

Three times a week 11 24.4 26 47.2 37 
Every other day 0 0 2 3.6 2 

Once daily (or more 2 4.4 1 1.8 3 

frequently) 
No response 0 0 2 3.6 2 

Question 50. See appendix. 

One boy and one girl each checked two responses "once 

in two weeks" and "once a week" which seems to indicate 

that ti;ey were either undecided or that no suggested re- 

sponse expressed their attitude. All totals and percent- 

ages are affected by the fact that more than one response 

was checked. 

The largest number of boys (53.4) said once a week 

was the proper dating frequency when it is not vacation, 

while the largest number of girls (47.2) considered three 

tiges a week was the best frequency. It is possible that 

if the response "twice a week" had been included, many 

would have checked this as five girls wrote in "twice a 

week would be better." It is also possible that a number 

of students who checked "once a week" and "three times a 

week" would have checked "twice a week" had it been there. 



It is interesting to note that a far higher percent of boys 

were in favor of dating only once in two weeks or once a 

week than were the girls. Possibly the financial part of 

dating tended to make the boys in favor of less frequent 

dates, or it may be that boys and girls of the same age are 

in different stages of social development. Nearly twice as 

high a percent of girls as of boys favored dating three 

times a week (47.2 and 24.4 respectively). 

Parent-Adolescent helationships 

The students were asked to give their attitudes toward 

approval of the parents of both, and whether they thought 

it best for both boy and girl to know the parents of the 

other before marriage. 



ATTITUDES TOWARD PA 

Conditions to which 
subjects responded * 

A. Do you think lt best 
parents of the other 

1. Yes 
2. No 
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TABLE XXVII 

EENT-ADOLESCENT RELATIONSHIPS 

Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 
No. % Io.** N100** 

for both boy and girl to know the 
before marriage? 

41 91.1 52 94.5 93 
4 8.9 3 5.5 7 

B. Attitude toward the approval of parents of both 

1. Highly desirable 16 35.6 19 34.5 35 
2. Desirable 24 53.4 30 54.6 54 
3. Makes little or no 2 4.4 6 10.9 8 

d i f fe re nc e 
4. UndesIrable i 2.2 0 0 1 

5. Highly undesirable i 2.2 2 3.6 3 

or should not be 
6. No response i 2.2 0 0 1 

*Cuestions 12 and 30. See appendix. 

4HTwo girls each checked two responses to question B; 
therefore, the last t'ree columns each total more than 
55 cases and 100%. 

Over nine-tenths of both boys and girls (91.1% and 

94.5% respectively) were of the opinion that it is best 

for both boy and girl to know the parents of the other be- 

fore marriage. There was 100% response showing both boys 

and girls had very decided opinions on this ouestion. A 

larger percent of boys said "No" (it was not best) than 

did. the girls (8.9 and 5.5% respectively). One 18-year- 

old boy said, "NO, not if it will cause any inferiority 

after marriage as a criminal father." A 17-year-old boy 

said, uYes, they should know how the other one has been 

disciplined, etc.tt A girl, 19 years old, said, "Yes, that 



is, if it is possible for them to meet." 

Over one-half of both boys and girls considered the 

approval of parents of both desirable (53.4% boys and 

54.6% girls) while over one-third of each said it was high- 

ly desirable (35.6% boys and 34.5% girls). More than twice 

as many girls as boys thought it made little or no differ- 

ence (10.9% and 4.4 respectively). 

Discussion Before Marriaße 

The subjects were asked to give their attitude toward 

a discussion before marriage of whether both wish to have 

children. 

TABLE XXVIII 

ATTITUDES TOWAhD DISCUSSING BEFORE 
IIARRIAGE TifEIR DESIRE FOR Ci-iIIREN* 

Attitudes of Boys N45 Girls N=55 Total 
students No. No. N=100 

Highly desirable 26 57.9 32 58.2 58 
Desirable li 24.4 21 38.2 32 
Makes little or no 4 8.9 1 1.8 5 
difference 
Undesirable 2 4.4 1 1.8 3 
Highly undesirable or 2 4.4 0 0 2 
should not be 

*Stateent 42. See appendix. 

Over one-half of both boys and girls considered it 

highly desirable to discuss before marriage whether both 

wish to have children (57.9% and 58.2% respectively). Only 



two boys and none of the girls thought it highly undesir- 

able, while 24.4% of the boys and 38.2% of the girls 

thought it desirable. 

Nearly five times as many boys (by percentage) as 

girls thought it made little or no difference (8.9% and 

1.8% respectfully). 

Physical Examination Before Marri 

Students were asked to express their attitudes toward 

physical examinations before marriage. Two statements con- 

cerning this topic were included in the questionnaire. 

These are summarized in the following table. 



TABLI XXIX 

ATTITUDES TOWARD PIWSICAL EXAMINATIONS BEFORE MARRIAGE 

Conditions to which Boys N45 Girls Nz55 Total 
subjects responded No. No. Ç NlOO 
A. Physical examination before marriage:* 

1. Highly desirable 29 64.5 43 78.2 72 
2. Desirable 12 26.7 12 21.8 24 
5. Makes little or no 2 4.4 0 0 2 

difference 
4. Undesirable i 2.2 0 0 1 

5. Highly undesirable O O O O O 
or should not be 

6. No response i 2.2 0 0 1 

B. Getting married in Oregon with a physical exam instead 
of outside the state without a physical exam:* 

1. Highly desirable 184O.O** O 54.5 48** 
2. Desirable 19 42.2 23 41.9 42 
3. Makes little or no 4 8.9 1 1.8 5 

difference 
4. Undesirable 2 4.4 1 1.8 3 
5. Highly undesirable 3 6.7 O 0 3 

or should not be 

* Statements 28 and 37. See appendix. 

**One boy checked both first and second responses; there- 
fore, total and percent in first, second, and fifth col- 
umns are affected. 

Nearly two-thirds of the boys (64.5) and nearly f our- 

fifths of the girls (78.2) considered it highly desirable 

or essential to have a physical examination before marriage. 

Over one-fourth of the boys (26.7%) and over one-fifth of 

the girls (21.8%) said it was desirble. No girl failed 

to respond, and no girl checked any response other than 1 

and 2. 

The largest percentage of boys (42.2%) said it was de- 

sirable to get married in Oregon with a physical exam 



rather than outside the state without a physical exam, but 

the largest percentage of girls (54.5%) thought it hiily 

desirable or essential to do this. The girls were more 

favorable than the boys since 96.4 of the girls checked 

the first two responses compared with 82.2% of the boys. 

Attitudes Toward Adjustments 

Since adjustments are important in engagements and 

marriage, a number of questions relating to this topic 

were incJuded in the questionnaire. 

Taylor (4, p. 335) says "Marriage is one of the most 

important adjustments of human life. It is also one of 

the most exacting." 

Adjustments Relative to Personal Habits 

Students were asked to express their attitudes toward 

the desirability of giving up the habits of smoking and 

drinking if the intended or prospective mate disapproved 

of the habits. 
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TABLE XXX 

ATTITUDES TOJAD ADJUSTIíIENTS IN PERSONAL HABITS 

Habits to which Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 
subjects responded No. % No. Nl00 
A. Do you think that one should give up the habit of smok- 

ing if his or her intended mate disapproves of it?* 

1. Yes 21 46.7 30 54.6 51 
2. No 21 46.7 25 45.4 46 
3. No response 3 6.6 0 0 3 

B. Do you think that one should cive up the habit of drink- 
Ing if his or her intended mate disapproves of It?* 

1. Yes 34 75.5 48 87.3 82 
2. No 8 17.8 6 10.9 14 
3. No response 3 6.7 1 1.8 4 

Questions 20 and 21. See appendix. 

The boys were equally divided in their attitude as to 

whether one RIve up the habit of smoking if 

his intended mate disapproves of it, 46.7% voting "Yes" and 

the same percent voting "No." The girls were somewhat more 

in favor of giving up the 1!abit than were the boys, 54.6% 

answering in the affirmative and 45.4% ans.ering in the 

negative. 

Concerning the habit of drinking, both boys and girls 

had the attitude that it v'as a more serious habit than 

smoking and in general should be dispensed with if the mate 

disapproves. Twenty-six more boys feel the habit should be 

given up than feel it should not, and for the girls 42 more 

feel it should be given up than feel it should not. In 

other words, over four tLes as many boys said 11Yes" as 
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said 9No" (75.5% and 17.8% respectively), while eight times 

as many girls said "Yes" as "No" (87.3% and 10.9% respec- 

tively). Over three-fourths of the boys and nearly seven- 

eighths of girls said "Yes." 

Some of the comments made by students about giving up 

the habit of smoking are summarized here. The boys' corn- 

ments were: "Derends on strength of habit"; "Cut down 

only"; and "Not necessarily." The girls remarked: "They 

should agree one way or the other"; "If one mate disap- 

proves of smoking and the other wants to continue, the 

first should let it go at that"; a third girl (17 years 

old) said "Yes, if they can give it up with satisfaction; 

no, if they intend to start again." 

Concerning giving up the habit of drinking, tae fol- 

lowing comments were made: one boy who checked neither 

response said, "It depends on the quantity drunk -- 

moderately, no; very much, yes." A girl of unknown age 

said, "Yes, if it is in excess." Some of the remarks about 

the smoking habit were repeated for drinking: "They should 

agree one way or the other"; and "Depends on strength of 

ha bi t." 

Adjustments Relative to Living Conditions 

Student attitudes toward living with the parents of 

either the boy or tiìe girl were desired in the question- 

naire. 
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TABLE XXXI 

ATTITUD?S TOWARD CERTAIN ADJUSTMENTS IN LIVING CONDITIONS 

Student attitudes toward 
living with parents of 
either the_Lrl» 
Highly desirable 
Des ir able 
Makes little or no dif- 
ference 

Undes irable 
Highly undesirable 

Boys N45 Girls N55** Total 
No. N=lOO 

O O O O O 
O O O O O 
1 2.2 0 0 1 

il 24.5 24 43.6 35 
33 73.3 32 58.2 65 

* cuestion 41. See appendix. 

**One girl checked two responses (4 and 5); consequently 
the totals for last three columns are high. 

Three times as many boys considered it highly undesir- 

able as considered it undesirable to live with the parents 

of either the boy or girl (73.3% and 24.5%). The girls 

were a little less opposed to this living condition since 

there was not so great a difference in the percentages, 

43.6 calling it undesirable, arid 58.2% calling it highly 

undesirable. 

Tolerance Toward Faults of Mate 

The subjects were given these instructions: "Suppose 

>Tour prospective mate were acceptable to you in all charac- 

teristics except one. Encircle the number showing the way 

you would react to each of the following if it were the 

2. 
fault or characteristic." A key for five possible re- 
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sponses was given for -tudent reactions, and 25 faults or 

characteristics were listed. 

In one part of the questionnaire (see question 22 in 

appendix) the students had been asked whether they believed 

in the saying "Love is blind." Forty percent of both the 

boys and girls said they believed it, but 55.6% of the boys 

and 58.2% of the girls did not believe it. Hence over half 

of the subjects believed they could see the faults of the 

one they loved. 



TABLE XXXII 

ATTITUDES TO'VARD ADJUSrfNT RELATING TO 
TOLERANCE OF MAT' FAULTS OR CHAEACTRISTIC 

Chracteristtc to which 1.Adjust yourself to 2.Attempt Indirectly 5.'uggest in a 4.Dernand that mate 5.Break the engage- No response. 
subiect rsonded* it. to make mate aware friendly way that change. ment. 

of fault. mate change 
questions 53 to '77 indu- 

___________________ 
OS N45 Cirls ?.55 Boys a45 Girls N.55 Boys N=45 Girls N-55 

___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 
Boys N.45 Girls N.55 Boys N45 Girls N5S Boys N.45 Girls 

sive. ee appendix. No. No. % No. % No. % No. No. % No. No. 7 No. % No. % No. No. % 

A Painfully frank 
B Disorderly 
C Grouchy 
D spendthrift 

Reminds one of mistakes 
F Has emotional outbursts 

when things go wrong 
G Sulks 
H Jealous 
I onopolizes conversation 
J Has a hobby you dislike 
K Poor dancer 
L Fusses about little things 
M Poor table manners 
N Untidy personal appearance 
O "Steps out" on you 
P Faulty nglish 
Q "Bosses" you 
R Nags 
Thoughtless 

T Playa practical jokes 
U Does not express affection 
V Bound to parents very 

closely 
w Is unsympathetic 
X Is lazy 
Y Makes unfavorable remarks 

about your relatives 

13 28.9 22 40.0 17 37.8 22 40.0 12 26.7 10 18.2 2 4.4 1 1.8 1 2.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
o o 3 5.5 9 20.0 18 32.7 18 40.0 26 47.2 17 37.8 6 10.9 1 2.2 2 3.7 0 0 0 0 
o o 3 5.5 10 22.2 17 30.9 23 51.2 22 40.0 11 24.4 10 18.2 1 2.2 2 3.7 O O 1 1.8 
o o 3 5.5 '7 15.6 15 25.6 24 53.4 24 43.6 11 24.4 10 18.2 3 6.7 5 9.1 0 0 0 0 
8 1'7.8 14. 25.5 18 40.0 16 29.1 14 31.1 20 36.4 4 8.9 4 '7.3 1 2.2 2 3.7 0 0 o o 
8 17.8 12 21.8 16 35.6 15 27.3 10 22.2 14 25.5 9 20.0 9 16.4 1 2.2 4 7.3 2 4.4 2 3.7 

4 8.9 4 7.3 12 26.7 15 27.3 20 44.4 27 49.0 8 17.8 7 12.7 1 2.2 2 3.7 0 0 0 0 
9 20.0 9 16.4 13 28.9 14 25.5 13 28.9 14 25.5 9 20.0 13 23.6 1 2.2 6 10.6 0 0 0 0 
4 8.9 6 10.9 14 31.1 20 36.4 21 46.7 20 36.4 5 11.1 4 7.3 0 0 3 5.5 1 2.2 2 3.7 

26 57.8 40 72.7 8 17.8 4 7.3 10 22.2 11 20.0 1 2.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
23 51.1 26 47.2 5 11.1 14 25.5 9 20.0 13 23.6 3 6.7 1 1.8 1 2.2 0 0 4 8.9 1 1.8 
11 24.4 12 21.8 17 37.8 21 38.2 15 33.3 18 32.7 2 4.4 2 3.7 0 0 2 3.7 0 0 0 0 
2 4.4 2 3.7 13 28.9 17 30.9 20 44.4 22 40.0 9 20.0 14 25.5 1 2.2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 2.2 1 1.8 11 24.4 15 27.3 16 35.6 21 38.1 17 37.8 16 29.1 0 0 2 3.7 0 0 0 0 
o o i i.s 2 4.4 2 3.7 1 2.2 3 5.5 13 28.9 16 29.1 29 64.5 34 61.8 0 0 0 0 
3 6.7 4 7.3 21 46.6 24 43.6 15 33.3 21 38.2 '7 15.6 5 9.1 0 0 i 1.8 0 0 1 1.8 
5 11.1 4 '7.3 2 4.4 7 12.7 17 37.8 21 38.2 18 40.0 15 27.3 2 4.4 9 16.4 1 2.2 0 0 
2 4.4 i 1.8 2 4.4 lO 18.2 16 35.6 17 30.9 23 51.2 21 38.2 2 4.4 6 10.9 0 0 0 0 
4 8.9 3 5.5 12 26.7 25 45.4 22 48.9 13 23.6 6 13.3 12 21.8 1 2.2 2 3.7 0 0 0 0 

21 46.6 29 52.7 il 24.4 8 14.5 ' 15.6 14 25.5 4 8.9 5 9.1 1 2.2 0 0 1 2.2 0 0 
io 22.2 12 21.8 13 28.9 21 38.2 8 17.8 5 9.1 6 13.3 3 5.5 '7 15.6 15 27.3 i 2.2 0 0 
10 22.2 17 30.9 il 24.4 11 20.0 14 31.1 11 20.0 5 11.1 lO 18.2 4 8.9 '7 12.7 1 2.2 0 0 

8 17.8 14 25.5 10 22.2 20 36.4 14 31.1 1'7 30.9 6 13.3 2 3.7 4 8.9 2 3.7 3 6.7 0 0 
i 2.2 0 0 2 4.4 7 12.7 15 33.3 ii 20.0 20 44.4 26 47.3 6 13.3 ii 20.0 i 2.2 0 0 
2 4.4 2 3.7 7 15.6 8 14.5 14 31.1 12 21.8 19 42.2 28 51.0 1 2.2 5 9.1 2 4.4 0 0 

*In a few cases one or more subjects made two responses which indicates 
they would be willing to follow either of two methods. In cases where 
these appear, the percent does not total 100. 
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-}:1Y frank: an equal number of girls (4O each) would 

adjust to this fault or would attempt indirectly to make 

her mate aware of it. The largest percent of boys ($'7.8%) 

would attempt to make his mate aware of the fault; 28.9% 

would suggest in a friendly way that mate chage. A very 

small percent of boys and girls would demand that mate 

change. 

Disorderly: the largest percent of both boys and girls 

checked response 3, i.e., they would suggest in a friendly 

way that their mates change (40% boys and 47.2% gIrls). 

The boys took a firmer stand against disorderliness, none 

would adjust to it, but 5.5% of the girls would; only 20% 

of the boys would attempt indirectly to make their mates 

aware of fault, while 32.7% of the girls would; about three 

and a half ties as many boys as girls think they would de- 

mand that their mates change disorderly habits (37.8% and 

10.9% respectively). 

Grouchy: over one-half the boys and two-fifths of the 

girls (the majority in both cases) would suggest in a 

friendly way that their mates change the habit of being 

grouchy (51.2% and 40% respectively). More girls than boys 

would attempt indirectly to make their mates aware of the 

fault (30.9% girls and 22.2% boys), while the larger per- 

centage of boys would demand that their mates change 

(24.4% and 18.2% respectively). Again the boys had a 
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stronger attitude against the fault than did the girls. 

Spendthrift: both boys and girls favored by far suggest- 

ing in a friendly va' that their mates change (53.4% boys 

and 43.6% girls); 8 more girls (23.6) than boys (l5.6) 

would atteiript indirectly to make mate aware of fault; 5.5% 

of the girls would adjust to it, but none of the boys 

would adjust to it. More than 9% of the girls would break 

the engagement but only 6.7% of boys would break the en- 

gagenent. 

Remindsone of mistakes: the largest percent of boys 

(40%) would attempt indirectly to make their mates aware 

of the fault, but the largest percent of girls (36.4%) 

would suggest in a friendly way that their mates change. 

A larger percent of girls would adjust to it than boys 

(25.5% and 17.8% respectively). iore boys and girls would 

demand t:at their mates change than would break the engage- 

ment. 

emotional outbursts when things go wrong: over one- 

third of the boys (35.6%) and the largest percent of the 

girls (27.3%) would attempt indirectly to make their mates 

aware of the habit. A larger percent of girls (7.3% corn- 

pared with 2.2% of the boys) would break the engagement, 

while 20% of the boys and 16.4% of the girls would demand 

that their mates change. 

Sulks: almost one-half of the girls (49%) and 44.4 of 

the boys (the majority of each) would suggest in a friendly 
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way that their mates change. Three times as many boys and 

irls would attempt indirectly to make their mates aware 

of fault as would adjust to it. Eight times as many boys 

and three and one-half times as many girls would demand 

that their mates change as would break the engagement. 

Jealous: an equal number of boys (28.9% each) and an equal 

number of girls (25.5 each) would attempt indirectly to 

nake their mates aware of the fault and would suggest in 

a friendly way that their mates change. The percent of 

boys who would adust to it and the percent who would de- 

mand that their mates change were exactly the same, 20%. 

More girls would demand that the mate cnange than would 

adjust to it (23.6% and l6.4 respectively). 

Woodruff (il, p. 98) found in her study of the atti- 

tudes of 100 high school boys and 100 high school girls in 

San Francisco that the students there had a much stronger 

unfavorable attitude toward jealousy than was found by the 

writer in her study. ïoodruff found that the majority of 

boys, 44%, would not marry a girl who was jealous, and 5% 

of the girls would not marry a boy who was jealous, but 

the majority of girls, 42%, said it was an undesirable 

characteristic. 

Monop2lizes conversation: the majority of boys (46.7%) 

would suggest in a friendly way that their mates change; 

the attitude responses "attempt indirectly to make mate 
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aware of faulttt and "suggest in a friendly way that mate 

change" were tied for the girls, 36.4% giving each re- 

sponse. A larger percent of boys (11.1%) would demand 

t:iat their mates change than would adjust to it (8.9%), 

but with the girls percentages are reversed, 10.9% believ- 

Ing they could adjust, and 7.3% believing they would de- 

mand that mate change. Five and one-half percent of the 

girls would break the engagement if the boy monopolized 

the conversation, but no boy would do likewise if the girl 

monopolized the conversation. 

Dislike hobby: as would be expected, the majority of both 

boys and girls held the attitude that they would or could 

adjust to this characteristic; however, the girls were more 

favorable to adjusting than were the boys (72.7% girls and 

57.8 boys). Over twice as many boys as girls (17.8% and 

7.3%) would attenpt indirectly to make their mates aware; 

about the same number of each (22.2% boys and 20% girls) 

would suggest in a friendly way that their mates change 

his or her hobby. One of the girls in this last-mentioned 

group added the comment, "Find something both like." 

Poor dancer: the majority of both boys and girls said 

they would adjust, the boys being more favorable to adjust- 

ing (51.1% and 47.2%). However, if the sum of percentages 

for responses 1 and 2 were compìred, the situation is re- 

versed, and girls seem to be more favorable toward adjust- 
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Ing (72.7% sum of girls and 62.2% sum of boys). About the 

same percentage of each would suggest In a friendly way 

that their mates change or learn to dance better (20% of 

the boys and 2.6% of the girls). Two 18-year-old boys 

made the following comments: "Help her become better," 

and "Teach him or her." One boy of unstated age commented, 

thplould be glad," while a girl of 17 years explained, "I 

don't dance so I'd rather he didn't dance at all." 

Fusses about little things: two girls thought they would 

be inclined to break the engagement, and two boys and two 

girls (4.4% and 3.7%) believed they would demand that 

their mates change, but the big majority considered it of 

little consequence and signified they could either adjust 

or would merely attempt indirectly to make their mates a- 

ware. (The sum of the responses i and 2 for boys was 

72.2% and for girls 60.0%.) One-third of both boys and 

girls said they would suggest in a friendly way that their 

mates change. 

Poor table manners: the majority of both boys and girls 

(44.4% and 40 respectively) would suggest in a friendly 

way that their mates chane. From 5 to 9% more girls and 

boys would attempt indirectly to make mate aware of the 

fault than would demand. that mate change. 

Untidy personal appearance: the majority of boys, 37.8%, 

would demand that mate change; this was 8.7% more than the 



percentage of girls who would take that strict an atti- 
tude. The majority of girls, 38.1%, would suggest in a 

friendly way that mte change his appearance. About the 

same percent of each would atteìipt indirectly to make their 
mates aware oÍ this fault (24.4 boys and 27.3 girls), 
while one boy and one girl thought they could adjust to 

this fault. 
"Steps out" on yOU: this fault both boys and girls believe 
would cause many broken engagements, 64.5 of the boys and 

6l.8 of the girls indicating that they believed they would 

break the engagenent for such a serious offense or fault; 
28.9° of the boys and 29.l of the girls would demand that 
mate change "or else --- e No boy and only one girl 
thought she could adjust to it. Her parents were divorced 

and she had dates quite often. 
Faulty English: most of the boys and girls ciieced re- 
sponse 2, saying they would attempt indirectly to make 

their mates aware of this fault; one-third of the boys and 

more than one-third of the girls would suggest in a friend- 
ly way that their mates change. It is interesting to note 

that one girl thought she would break the engagement if 
her mate continued the use of faulty English, and that 

15.6% of the boys and 9.l of the girls would demand that 
their mates change. 
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UBossest you: the majoiity of the boys (4O) would demand 

that their mates change. This was one and one-half times 

the percent of girls who would demand that their mates 

change (27.3%); however, nearly four times as many girls 

as boys would break the engagement on account of this fault 

(16.4% compared with 4.4% boys). Seven and three-tenths 

percent of the girls and 11.1% of the boys thought they 

would adjust to this fault. 

Nags: the greatest percentage of both boys and girls 

would demand that their mates change this fault, but the 

percentage of boys in this group is greater than the girls 

(51.2% boys and 38.2% girls). The next greatest percentage 

of each checked response 3. Over four times as high a per- 

centage of girls as boys would attempt indirectly to make 

their mates axvare of faults (18.2% girls and 4.4% boys). 

The same percent (4.4% each) of boys would adjust as would 

break the engagement, but six times as many girls would 

break the engagement as would adjust to nagging (10.9% and 

1.8% respectively). 

Thoughtless: most of the boys (48.9%) checked response 3, 

while the majority of girls checked response 2 (45.4%). 

FIore boys would adjust than would the girls (8.9% and 5.5% 

respectively). More girls would demand that their mates 

change and would break the engagement than would the boys 

(21.8% of the girls for response 4 as compared with 13.3% 



of the boys, and 3.7% of the girls as compared with 2.2% 

of the boys in response 5). 

P1ay practicaijokes: the big majority of both boys and 

girls believe they would adjust to this characteristic in 

mates (46.6c of the boys and 52.7 of the girls). Re- 

sponse 2 ranked second with boys (24.4%) while response 3 

ranked second with the girls (25.5%). i slightly higher 

percentage of girls (9.1%) than of boys (8.9%) thought 

they would demand that their mates change this habit, and 

one boy thought this habit would cause him to break the 

engagement. This boy's parents were living together, and 

he seldom had dates. One 17-year-old girl made this corn- 

ment, "I'd enjoy it, because I'm al\Jays playing practical 

jokes." 

Does not express affection: most of both boys and girls 

indicate they would attempt indirectly to make their mates 

aware of this fault (28.9% of the boys and 38.2% of the 

girls). Over one-fifth of both boys and girls thought they 

would probably be willing to adjust to this fault or char- 

acteristic, but a larger percent of the girls believe they 

would break the engagement (27.3%). This was 11.7% more 

girls than boys who would break the engagement. One 17- 

year-old boy who indicated he would adjust to it, added 

this comment, May not be the emotional type." 



Bound to parents very closely: most of the boys checked 

response 3 and most of the girls checked response 1. About 

8 or 9% more girls than boys would adjust to this situa- 

tion. On the other hand, when percentages who checked re- 

sponse 4 and 5 were compared, the girls were much more of 

the opinion than were the boys, that they would either de- 

mand that their mates change, or break the engagement (the 

total percentages for responses 4 and 5 were 30.9% for 

girls, and 20% for boys). 

Unsympathetic: the boys seemed to be more in need of sym- 

pathy than the girls since nearly three and one-half times 

as many boys as girls would demand that their mates change, 

and over twice as many boys would break the engagement as 

would the girls. Similarly, the number and percent of 

girls who would adjust to this condition is larger than 

the number and percent of boys who would adjust to this 

fault. 

Is lazy: the majority of boys (44.4) and the majority of 

girls (47.3%) would demand that their mates change. One 

boy would adjust to it, but no girl would be willing to do 

this. About tbTee times as many girls as boys checked the 

response indicating they thought they would attempt indir- 

ectly to make their mates aware of the fault, while one- 

third of the boys and one-fifth of the girls would suggest 

in a friendly way that their mates change. iore girls 



than boys would. break the engagement because of this fault 

(20% and 13.3% iespectively). 

Makesunfavorable remarks about your relatives: a large 

majority of both boys and girls greatly disliked this 

fault, 42.2 of the boys and 51% of the girls believing 

they would demand that their mates change; 2.2 of the boys 

and 9.l of the girls think they would break the engage- 

ment. Two boys and two girls (4.4% and 3.7% respectively) 

believed they would adjust to it. 

Summary: the faults or characteristics given in the order 

which the highest percentages of subjects would adjust if 

their mates were acceptable in all characteristics except 

this one are as follows: for boys, (first) has a hobby 

you dislike, 5'7.8; (second) poor dancer, 5l.l; (third) 

plays practical jokes, 46.6; (fourth) painfully frank, 

28.9; (fifth) fusses about little things, 24.4. 

For girls, (first) has a hobby you dislike, 72.7%; 

(second) plays practical jokes, 52.'7; (third) poor dancer, 

4?7.2; (fourth) painfully frank, 4O; (fifth) bound to 

parents very closely, 30.9%. 

The boys and girls both agree on first and fourth 

places in frequency of adjusting, but they have reversed 

the positions of second and third places. 

From the results obtained in this study, it would 

appear that most of the broken engagements might result 
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from the following: for boys, (first) "stepDing out", 

64.5%; (second) does not express affection, 15.6%; (third) 

is lazy, 13.3%; (fourth) there is a tie between "bound to 

parents very closely" and "is unsympathetic" each receiv- 

ing 8.9% of the responses; (fifth) spendthrift, 6.7%. 

For girls, (first) "steps out", 61.8%; (second) does 

not express affection, 27.3%; (third) is lazy, 20%; 

(fourth) "bosses" you, 16.4%; and (fifth) bound to parents 

very closely, 12.7%. Boys and girls agree on the first, 

second, and third faults to which they could not adjust 

and which they believe would result in broken engagements. 

In compìring responses for both boys and girls with 

reference to conditions in which they would demand that 

the mate change, the following frequencies were found: 

(first) for boys, "nagst', 51.2 and for girls "unfavorable 

remarks about your relativest', 519g; (second) for both boys 

and girls "is lazy" by 44.4% and 47.3% respectively; 

(third) for boys "unfavorable remarks about your relatives" 

42.2% and for girls "nags", 38.2%; (fourth) for boys, 

"bosses" you, 40% and for girls there is a tie between 

"untidy personal appearance" and "steps out", 29.1% each; 

(fifth) for boys a tie between "disorderly" and "untidy 

personal appearance'1, 37.8% each and for girls, "bosses" 

you, 27.3%. 



Adjustments Relative to Age and Physical Characteristics 

The students answered eight questions in the question- 

naire which referred to the age of the boy and girl at the 

time of marriage, comparisons between their ages, physical 

defects, and poor health that cannot be corrected. 

TABLE XXXIII 

ATTITUDES TOWARD ADJUSTMENTS IN 
AGE AND PKYSICAL Ci-JARACTERISTICS 

Conditions to which Boys N=45 Girls N55 Total 

studentsresponded* No. % No. N=lOO 

A. The girl under 18 years old at time of marriage: 

1. Highly desirable O O O O O 

2. Desirable 3 6.7 1 1.8 4 

3. Makes little or no 11 24.4 8 14.5 19 

difference 
4. Undesirable 23 51.1 28 50.9 51 

5. Highly undesirable 8 17.8 18 32.7 26 

or should not be 
6. No response O 0 1 1.8 1 

B. Boy under 21 years old at time of marriage: 

1. Highly desirable 1 2.2 O O i 

2. Desirable 1 2.2 1 1.8 2 

3. Makes little or no 9 20.0 13 23.6 22 

difference 
4. Undesirable 26 57.8 29 52.6 55 

5. Highly undesirable 8 17.8 12 21.8 20 

or should not be 

C. The boy 3 to 5 years older than the giri: 

1. Highly desirable 5 11.1 7 12.7 12 

2. Desirable 18 40.0 34 61.9 52 

3. Makes little or no 16 35.6 13 23.6 29 

difference 
4. Undesirable Z 6.7 1 1.8 4 

5. Highly undesirable 3 6.7 0 0 3 

or should not be 

(cont.) 
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Table XO(III (Cont.) 

Conditions to which Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 
studentsiesponded * No. No. N100 

D. Boy and girl the same age: 

1. Highly desirable 4 8.9 1 1.8 5 

2. Desirable 13 28.9 12 21.8 25 
3. Makes little or no 19 42.2 32 58.2 51 

difference 
4. Undesirable 8 17.8 7 12.7 15 
5. Highly undesirable i 2.2 3 5.5 4 

or should not be 

E. The boy 3 to 5 years younger than the girl: 

1. Highly desirable O O O O O 

2. Desirable 2 4.4 1 1.8 3 

3. Makes little or no 7 15.6 7 12.7 14 
difference 

4. Undesirable 21 46.7 26 47.3 47 

5. Highly undesirable 14 31.1 20 36.4 34 
or should not be 

6. No response 1 2.2 1 1.8 2 

F. An age difference of ten to fifteen years either way: 

1. Highly desirable O O O O O 

2. Desirable O O O O O 

3. Makes little or no 1 2.2 1 l.B 2 

difference 
4. Undesirable 18 40.0 23 41.9 41 

5. Highly undesirable 27 60.0 31 56.3 58 
or should not be 

G. Marriage with one who has a noticeable physical defect: 

1. Highly desirable O O O O O 

2. Desirable O O O O O 

3. Makes little or no 27 60.0 22 40.0 49 

difference 
4. Undesirable 12 26.7 26 47.3 38 
5. Highly undesirable 6 13.3 6 10.9 12 

or should not be 
6. o response O O 1 1.8 1 

H. Marriage with one who has poor health that cannot be 
corrected: 

1. Highly desirable O O O O O 

2. Desirable O O O O O 

3. Makes little or no 14 31.1 7 12.7 21 

difference 
4. Undesirable 20 44.5 37 67.3 57 

5. Highly undesirable 11 24.4 10 18.2 21 
6. No response O 0 1 1.8 1 



*Statements 31, 32, 44, 45, 4'7, 38, and 39. See appendix. 

More than half of both boys and girls considered it 

undesirable for the girl to be under 18 years old at the 

time of her marriage (5l.l and 5O.9' respectively). More 

boys than girls thought it made little or no difference 

(24.4% boys and l4.5 girls). Nearly twice as high a per- 

cent of girls compared with the percent of boys said it 

should not be (32.7% and 17.8% respectively). 

A larger percent of both boys and girls considered it 

undesirable for the boy to be under 21 years old at the 

time of marriage, than considered it undesirable for the 

girl to be under 18 years (57.8% of the boys and 52.8% of 

the girls). One-fifth of the boys thought it made little 

or no difference (20%), while 17.8% believed it should not 

be. A slightly higher percent of girls (23.6%) believed 

the boy being under 21 years makes little or no difference, 

than believed it should not be (21.8%). 

The highest percent of both boys and girls believed 

it was desirable for the boy to be three to five years 

older than the girl, but the percentage of girls believ- 

ing this was much higher (40% and 61.9% respectively). 

About the same percentage of both boys and girls held the 

attitude that it is highly desirable or essential for the 

boy to be three to five years older (11.1% of the boys and 

12.7% of the girls). Nearly as many boys (35.6%) thought 



it made little or no difference as thought it desirable 

(4O), but over two and one-half times as many girls said 

it vias desirable as said it made little or no difference, 

the latter percentage being 23.6. 

The highest percent of both boys and girls believed 

it made little or no difference if boy and girl are saine 

age (42.2 of the boys and 58.2 of the girls). However, 

the percentages of both saying it is desirable (28.9% 

boys and 21.8% girls) were considerably higher in both 

cases than the percentages saying it is undesirable (17.8% 

boys and 12.7% girls). One 17-year-old girl who checked 

response 4 (undesirable) added, tiNot in all cases." 

The majority of both boys and girls were of the atti- 

tude that it is undesirable for the boy to be three to five 

years younger than the girl, and the percentages were about 

equal (46.7% boys and 47.3% girls). Twice as many boys 

and about three times as many girls believed it should not 

be as believed it makes little or no difference, the com- 

parison for boys being 31.1% and 15.6%, while the compari- 

son for girls was 36.4% and 12.7%. 

Sixty percent of the boys and 56.3 of the girls (the 

majority in both cases) considered an age difference of 

ten to fifteen years either way "should not be." Two- 

thirds as many boys and about four-fifths as many girls 

considered it undesirable (40% and 41.9% respectively). 



A boy of unstated age checked response 4 (undesirable) and 

then said, nIf a man is ten to fifteen years older, it 

doesn't make much difference.T 

On the two questions G and H, the first two responses 

were retained to make the scale complete, although the 

writer was aware of the fact that an attitude of this type 

would in all probabilities not be endorsed by anyone. The 

results show this was true, but on any scale provision 

should be made for responses to attitude variables which 

extend from one end of tite scale to the other. 

Ivlore boys than girls (6O compared with 40%) said 

marriage with one who has a noticeable physical defect 

makes little or no difference. This number includes the 

majority of the boys, but the highest percent of the girls 

(47.3%) thought this was undesirable. The percentage of 

boys who said it was irndesirable was less than half the 

percentage who said it made little or no difference (26.7% 

compared with 60%). six boys (13.3%) and six girls (10.9%) 

were of the opinion that it should not be. An 18-year-old 

girl who checked response 3 (makes little or no difference) 

wrote, "It depends on the defect." On the whole, it would 

appear that the boys would not he so adverse to marriage 

with one who has a noticeable physical defect as would the 

girls. This is interesting in view of the fact that many 

of the boys who return from service may be injured and 
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they may in many cases find it necessary to make a decision 

which involves marriage when a mate has a defect or poor 

health. 

Marriage with one who has poor health that cannot be 

corrected was considered undesirable by the highest percent 

of both boys and girls, but the percent of girls was con- 

siderably higher (44.5% of the boys and 67.3% of the girls). 

llore of the boys thought it made little or no difference 

than thought it should not be (3l.l compared with 24.4%). 

More than twice as large a percent of boys (31.1%) corn- 

pared with the percent of girls (l2.7;) thought lt made 

little or no difference. A smaller percent of girls than 

of boys (18.2% and 24.4% respectively) was of the opinion 

it should not be. One 17-year-old girl did not check a 

response but said, it depends upon tiie nature of the 

sickness." One or two students said to the writer, t?YOU 

cannot always believe a doctor who says poor health cannot 

be corrected,'t indicating they might take a chance on a 

mate's health improving after marriage. 

ffect of Divorced Parents on Adjustments and Non- 
Adjustments of Subjects 

Although but few of the subjects had divorced parents, 

the writer was interested in determining what effect, if 

any, having divorced parents would have on the adjustments 
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and non-adjustments of subjects. The results are shown in 

Table XXXIV for the 4 boys and 7 girls whose parents were 

divorced. 

Table XXV shows a comparison of the adjustments and 

non-adjustments of the subjects having divorced parents 

with the adjustments and non-adjustments of the subjects 

having non-divorced parents. 

TABLE XXXIV 

AD JUS TMENT AND NO N-AD J USTMENT OF 
SUBJECTS HAVING DIVORCED PARENTS 

Sex and Case No. 

Boys: N=4 

Case No. 13 
Case No. 31 
Case No. 32 
Case No. 75 

Total** 

Girls: N=7 

Case No. 22 
Case No. 47 
Case No. 69 
Case No. 70 
Case No. 81 
Case No. 86 
Case No. 90 

To t a i ** 

Distribution for frequency of adjustment 
whenrouped on a three point scale. 

Adjusted Neutral Did not adjust 
No. % No. %* No. Ç* 

20 80 4 16 1 4 
12 48 2 8 11 44 
7 28 8 32 10 40 

22 88 3 12 0 0 

61 61 17 17 22 22 

B 32 16 64 1 4 

1]. 44 9 36 5 20 
10 40 8 32 6 24 
23 92 2 8 0 0 
10 40 2 8 13 52 
7 28 7 28 11 44 
9 36 8 32 8 32 

78 44.6 52 29.7 44 25.1 

* Percentages determined on the basis of individual stu- 
dents' adjustments and non-adjustments. 

**Percentages are based on total number of opportunities 
to adjust, each case having 25 opportunities. 
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Each individual had an opportunity to express his 

willingness to adjust to 25 situations since 25 character- 

istics or situations were included in the questionnaire. 

If the subject checked response 1, "adjust yourself to it" 

or response 2, "attempt indirectly to make mate aware of 

the fault," it was counted as an adjustment to that par- 

ticular characteristic, but if the subject checked either 

of the last two responses, this was called a non-adjust- 

ment. 

The highest expression of willingness to adjust was 

made by a girl, case No. 70, who indicated she would ad- 

just 23 times out of' 25 possible times, or in 92% of the 

situations. The boy indicating the highest adjustment 

frequency as case No. 75 with 88, or 22 adjustments out 

of 25 possible ones. The highest non-adjustment was shown 

by a girl with a score of 52, and a boy and another girl 

each with a score of 4 for non-adjustment. 

The girls show a higher neutral score than do the 

boys (29.7% and 17% respectively). 

Considering the sums of scores for boys and for girls, 

the boys indicated a willingness to make more adjustments 

than did the girls (61% and 44.6% respectively), while the 

non-adjustment responses were about the same (22% boys and 

25.1% girls). 



TABLE XXXV 

o OMPA ISON BE WEEN ADJU$TMENTS AND NON-ADJUSTMENTS 
OF SUBJECTS HAVING DIVOliCED AND NON-DIVORCED PARENTS 

Possible Items Compared Adjustments No. of cases 

Subjects with 
divorced parents: N=1l 

Adjustments 275 139 50.5 
Non-adjustments 275 66 24.0 

Subjects with non- 
divorced parents: N=89 

Adjustments 2225 907 40.8 
Non-adjustments 2225 600 27.0 

It is interesting to note that the percentages for 

willingness to adjust made by subjects having divorced 

parents is somewhat higher than the percentages made by 

subects whose parents were not divorced (50.5% and 40.8% 

respectively). Similarly the percentage for non-adjust- 

ment of subjects having divorced parents is slightly lower 

(3) than it is for those with non-divorced parents (24% 

compared with 27%). It appears that subjects having di- 

vorced parents would make a greater effort to adjusting 

themselves to their mate's faults or characteristics than 

would students from homes that are not broken by divorce. 

Relationship Between Frequency of Dating and Adjustment 

There was a desire on the part of the writer to see 

if any relationship existed between dating frequency and 
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the adjustment or non-adjustment of subjects. The results 

are shown in Table XVI. 



TABLE )QXVI 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DATING FREQUJNCY AND 
ADJUSTMENT OR NON-ADJUSTMENT 

Possible Frequency of Adjustment Total of pos- 
Adjustments or non- Adjust- or Non-adjustment and sible ad- 
adjustments ofsubjects iients O5 6-10 11-15 16-2Or 2l- .'justiiients 

PART A -- - - ADJUSTMENTS 

Date very often or frequently 
Girls: 850 
(a) Frequency of adjustment 7 162 106 49 48 372 43.8 
(b) Iurnber of girls 2 19 8 3 2 34 
(c) Average adjustments 3.5 8.5 13.2 16.3 24. 10.9 

J30yS: 550 
(a) Frequency of adjustment O 108 79 16 22 225 40.9 
(b) Number of boys O 14 6 1 1 22 
(c) Average adjustments 7.7 13.1 16 22 10.2 

Date seldom or never 
Girls: 200 
(a) Frequency of adjustment 6 8 39 16 23 92 46.0 
(b) Number of girls 2 1 3 1 1 8 
(c) Average adjustment 3.0 8.0 13.0 16.0 23.0 11.5 

Boys: 425 
(a) Frequency of adjustment 15 53 65 20 0 153 36.0 
(b) Number of boys 4 7 5 1 0 17 
(e) Average adjustments 3.7 7.6 13.0 20.0 --- 9.0 

(continued) 



TABLE XXXVI (Corit.) 

Possible Frequency of Adjustment 
Adjustments or non- Adjust- or Non-adjustment 
adjustments of subjects ments O - 5 6 - 10* 11-15* 16-2O 21-25* 

PAIT B ---- NON-ADJUSTMENTS 

Date very often or frequently 
Girls: 850 
(a) Frequency of non-adj. 7 114 58 0 0 
(b) iumber of girls 15 14 5 0 0 
(c) Avg. non-adjustments 2.5 8.1 11.6 --- 

Boys: 550 
(a) Frequency of non-adj. 34 77 11 16 0 
(b) Number of boys 11 9 1 1 0 
(c) Avg. non-adjustments 3.1 8.5 11.0 16.0 

Date seldom or never 
Girls: 200 
(a) Frequency of non-adj. 7 16 25 17 0 
(b) Number of girls 3 2 2 1 0 
(c) Avg. non-adjustments 2.3 8.0 12.5 17.0 

Boys: 425 
(a) Frequency of non-adj. 17 41 48 19 0 
(b) Number of boys 7 5 4 1 0 

(c) Avg. non-adjustments 2.4 8.2 12.0 19.0 

Total % of pos- 
and sible ad- 

Avg**j us tmen 

209 24.6 
34 
6.1 

138 25.1 
22 
6.3 

65 32.5 
8 
8.1 

125 29.4 
17 
774 

* These columns should be read thus: a total of 7 adjustments were made, and no one 
in this group made more than 5 adjustments. Also, a total of 162 adjustments were 
made, in whichno one person made less than 6 or more than 10 adjustments, etc., 
for the remaining starred columns. 

**The averaSe for total adjustments made by total cases. 



The boys and girls who dated very often or frequently 

showed about the sae percentage of possible adjustment, 

the girls adjusting of the time and the boys 40.9% 

of the time. The average number of adjustments per person 

was 10.9 for the girls and 10.2 for the boys, showing that 

the girls and boys were willing to make about the same num- 

ber of adjustments. Then the non-adjustments of this group 

were compared with their adjustments, it was found that 

those who date very often or frequently tend to show a 

willingness to adjust more often than not to adjust, the 

percentage of non-adjustment being 24.6% for the girls and 

25.1% for the boys, and the average non-adjustments per 

person were 6.1 for the girls and 6.3 for the boys. 

The girls who date seldom or never were willing to 

make a higher percentage of adjustment than the girls who 

dated very often or frequently (46% and 43.8% respective- 

ly). The boys who dated seldom or never, however, did not 

make as high a percentage of adjustment as did the boys 

who dated very often or frequently (36% compared with 

40.9%). It may be that these boys have not yet reached 

the same stage of social development as those have who 

date frequently. 

The non-adjustments of both the boys and the girls 

who date seldom or never are higher than those of the sub- 

jects who date very often or frequently, as is shown by an 



average non-adjustment of 8.1 for girls and '7.4 for boys 

who date seldom or never compared with the average non- 

adjustment of 6.1 for girls and 6.3 for boys who date very 

often or frequently. The percentages of possible non- 

adjustments show the same relationship: 32.5 and 29.4 

being the percentages for girls and boys who date seldom 

or never, and 24.6 and 25.l the percentages for girls 

and boys who date very often or frequently. 

It would seem that the boys and girls who date very 

often or frequently tend to follow a similar pattern with 

reference to adjustments and non-adjustments, whereas the 

boys and girls who seldom or never date differ rather 

widely in these respects, and especially so in their will- 

ingness to make adjustments. It seems probable that the 

general pattern of willingness to adjust or not adjust to 

situations is related to frequency of dating and that a 

similarity in the willingness to adjust is more closely 

related to dating than is willingness to non-adjust. 

Recommendations for high School Subject Matter 
Units Which Contribute Toward Preparation 

for Marriage 

It was thought advisable to include in the question- 

naire at least one question relative to subject matter 

units in order to ascertain the opinions of students about 

the various subjects which would aid in giving preparation 



for marriage and family life. The question vias stated 

thus: ttIrdicate the subjects which you believe either the 

boy or the girl (or both) should have studied in order to 

be better prepared for marriage and family life." 

TABLE )Q(XVII 

STUDENTS' ATTITTJDIS AS TO SUBJECT MATTER UNITS 
WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO PREPARATION FOR IViARRIAGE* 

Subject matter units Key: B-boy X=both 
which students feel they G=girl NRno response 
should study to prepare Boys N:45 Girls N:55 Total 
them for marriage. No. o. Ç NR100 

Personality development: 
B 2 4.4 1 1.8 3 

G i 2.2 1 1.8 2 

X 39 86.7 53 96.4 92 
NR 3 6.7 0 0 3 

Sex instruction: 
B 1 2.2 0 0 1 

G 1 2.2 0 0 1 

X 41 91.2 55 100.0 96 
NR 2 4.4 0 0 2 

Money management: 
B 9 20.0 5 9.1 14 
G 1 2.2 2 3.7 3 

X 34 75.6 48 87.2 82 
NR 1 2.2 0 0 1 

Consumer buying: 
B 
G 
X 

NR 

Family relationships: 
B 
G 
X 

NR 

o o 4 7.3 4 

13 28.9 17 30.9 30 
30 66.7 34 61.8 64 
2 4.4 0 0 2 

o o o o o 
4 8.9 3 5.5 7 

37 R2.2 51 92.7 88 
4 8.9 1 1.8 5 

(continued) 
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TABLE XxxvII (Cont.) 

Subject matter units Key: 3=boy Xboth 
which students feel they Ggirl N=no response 
should study to prepare Boys N45 Girls N55 Total 
them for marriage. No. No. j N100 

Child care and training: 
B O O O O O 

G 23 51.1 33 60.0 56 
X 19 42.2 22 40.0 41 

NR 3 6.7 0 0 3 

Home management: 
B 1 2.2 0 0 0 

G 30 66.7 38. 69.1 68 
X 12 26.7 17 30.9 29 

NR 2 4.4 0 0 2 

Food and nutrition: 
B O O O O O 
G 35 77.8 46 83.6 81 
X 8 17.8 9 16.4 17 

NR 2 4.4 0 0 2 

Clothing construction 
and alteration: 

B O O O O O 

G 38 84.5 49 89.1 87 
V 
.fl_ 

O AA 
- . - _1_'J 

NR 5 11.1 O 0 5 

-*Question 51. See appendix. 

Among the nine subjects or subject matter units that 

students were requested to check, the one that received 

the greatest number of "Xe' endorsements (meaning the sub- 

jects both boys and girls believed should have been indu- 

ded in their course of study) ;ias sex instruction, 100% 

of the girls and 91.2% of the boys marking this with "X." 

The one receiving second place was personality develop- 

ment, with 96.4% of the girls and 86.7% of the boys be- 
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lieving both sexes should include it in their course of 

study. Third place was held by family relationships, 

92.7% of the girls and 82.2% of the boys saying bothboys 

and girls should include this to be better prepared for 

marriage and family life. Fourth place went to money 

management, 87.2 of the girls and 75.6% of the boys mark- 

ing it with "X." Consumer buying was fifth with 61.8% of 

the girls and 66.7% of the boys believing both sexes 

should have studied it. Although the percentages of boys 

and girls placing ttXu before these five subjects were not 

the same, both rated them in the same order. 

Child care and training received more "G" endorse- 

ments than "X" endorsements, meaning that more of both 

boys and girls believed girls should have studied the sub- 

ject than felt that both sexes should have studied it. The 

percentages were 51.1% for boys and 60% for girls who 

checked it "G," and 42.2% boys and 40% girls who checked 

it "x. 

Home management received more "G" responses (66.7% of 

the boys and 69.1% of the girls) than it received "X" re- 

sponses (26.7% of the boys and 30.9% of the girls). In 

considering total endorsements, home management received 

68% (of the total 100) responses for "G" and 29% for "X." 

A food and nutrition course was considered of more 

value for girls than for classes of both sexes, 81% of 



103 

the total endorsements being for the '" response and 17% 

for the X response. 

Four and four-tenths percent of the boys and 10.9% 

of the girls thought both sexes should study clothing con- 

struction and alteration, while 84.5% of the boys and 89.1% 

of the girls thought only girls should studi it in order 

to be better prepared for marriage and family life. 

If the above resPonses represent the students t true 

opinions as to the desirable sources of information for 

rnarri2ge preparation, it would seem that these courses 

should be designed to meet the needs which are felt by 

high school students. 
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CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY AND SUGGESTIONS 

The Problem 

The problem may be stated as follows: (1) To deter- 

mine high school seniors' attitudes toward a few selected 

topics relating to preparation for mariige and the choice 

of a mate; (2) to determine some of the areas in which 

high school seniors believe they should prepare for mar- 

nage; and (3) to determine where they feel they should 

get this preparation. 

Securing the Data 

Because of the very personal natuie of the questions 

asked, an unsigned questionnaire was used as the method 

for gathering data concerning the attitudes of high school 

seniors. 

The questionnaire (see appendix) was divided into two 

parts and designed to gather data relating to (1) general 

information concerning the background of the subjects, and 

(2) specific information concerning the attitudes of high 

school seniors on selected factors in marriage preparation 

and the choice of a mate. 

The data were gathered in Kiamath Union High School 

at Kiamath Falls, Oregon. One hundred twenty question- 
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naires were answered in various periods of senior study 

hall throughout one da (April 3, 1942). ight question- 

naires were discarded because they were incomplete. The 

final analysis of data was made from 100 of those remain- 

ing. 

Aesults 

General Information Concerning the Background of Subjects 

Forty-five boys and fifty-five girls, a total of one 

hundred high school seniors, were included in the study. 

Almost three-fourths of the boys, and more than three- 

fourths of the girls, were 17 and 18 years of age. The 

joungest subjects (one boy and two girls) were 16 years of 

age, and the oldest subject was a 24-yoar-old boy. Sixty 

percent of the boys and 67.2% of the girls lived in the 

city of Kiamath Falls, while 3l.l of the boys and 27.3% 

of the girls lived in the suburbs or a small community. 

Less than 7 of each lived in the country. 

Only 3% of all subjects were children of professional 

workers and S% had fathers who were semi-professional work- 

ers; the largest percent of the fathers (20% of total) 

were craftsmen, foremen, and kindred workers; 16% were 

laborers, except farm; 15% were proprietors, .oanagers, 

and officials, except farm; 13% were operatives and kin- 
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dred workers. This classification of occupations was taken 

from the "16th Census of the United States." 

Eighty-seven percent of the subjects had parents who 

were both 1ivinr. Five times as many subjects were father- 

less as were motherless (1O and 2). Over one-half the 

subjects had parents living together (54%); 11% had di- 

vorced parents and 12% had at least one parent deceased. 

Sixty-six percent of te sutjects had no more than 

two siblings; 28% had from 3 to 9 siblings; the average 

number of children per family (for the 94 families about 

which a response was given) was 3.35. No boys and 4 girls 

were an only child; the 1arget family reported had 10 

children. 

An equal number of subjects (31% each) were youngest 

children and oldest children; 22 were neither oldest nor 

youngest, and 6% were twins. 

By far the highest percent of the subjects had dates 

vrith the opposite sex quite often, 45% indicating they 

dated once or more times a week; 15% dated occasionally 

(about once a month) and l5 dated. seldom (two or three 

times a year) . {he percent of boys who dated seldom was 

about twice that of the girls who dated seldom, and the 

percent of boys who never dated was about five times the 

percent of girls who never dated. The percent of girls 

who had dates "frequently" and "occasionally" was consider- 
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ably higher than for boys checking those responses; the 

percent of girls who dated "quite often" was 5.l higher 

than for boys who dated "quite often." 

Fourteen percent of the subjects were engaged, the 

percent of girls being higher than the percent of boys 

(l6.4 and 11.1% respectively). 

The subjects were asked to check one of three re- 

sponses describing their home life, since the status of 

their home life was thought to have considerable influ- 

ence on their attitude toward marriage. More girls than 

boys (52.7% girls and 35.6% boys) considered their home 

life highly enjoyable, while more boys (51.1%) than girls 

(45.5%) considered their home life satisfactory; 4.4% boys 

and l.83 girls thought their home life was unpleasant. 

Home discipline was likewise included in the ques- 

tionnaire because it could affect their attitudes toward 

some of the information called for later in the study. 

Fifty-eight percent of the subjects, more boys than girls 

(by percentages) called their home discipline "lenient," 

40% said their home discipline was "firm but not harsh" 

and 2% made no response. 

A comparison was made to show the relationship, if 

any, between type of home life and home discipline. The 

highest relationship found was that between satisfactory 

home life and lenient discipline, 16 boys and 17 girls 
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rating them thus. For the girls there was a high relation- 

ship between firm discipline and highly enjoyable home 

life, 16 girls checking both responses, as contrasted with 

7 boys who made similar responses. 

Four times as many girls (60%) as boys (15.6%) atten- 

ded church regularly; sixteen times as many girls attended 

Sunday school regularly as did the boys (32.7% and 2.2% 

respectively). Twice as many of both boys and girls 

attended church as attended young people's organizations. 

More of the girls indicated a church preference than 

did the boys (72.8% and 42.2% respectively). Twelve times 

as many girls were Protestant as Catholic (67.3% and 5.5), 

and four times as many boys preferred a Protestant church 

as preferred the Catholic Church (33.3% and 8.9 respec- 

tively). Fourteen Protestant churches were mentioned by 

those who wrote in a church preference. More boys than 

ir1s (44.4% compared with 23.6%) had no church prefer- 

ence. 

Attitudes Toward conomic and Social Factors 

Since economic and social factors do influence the 

choice of a mate, and also married life, it seemed desir- 

able to determine student attitudes toward a few of these 

selected factors. 
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A large majority of students (82.2 of the boys and 

89.1 of the girls) t-iought a couple should not marry if 

both were unemployed, while of the boys and 92.'7 of 

the girls felt that a couple should not marry if the girl 

had a job and the boy had not. 

llore than twice as large a percent of boys (8.9) as 

girls (3.7%) considered it desirable to plan that the girl 

work outside the home during the first year or two after 

marriage; 29.1 of the girls and 11.l of the boys thought 

this made little or no difference; more boys than girls 

(44.4 and 34.5% respectively) said this was undesirable, 

while 35.6% of the boys and 30.9% of the girls said this 

arrangement was highly undesirable. The results showed 

that the girls were not so adverse to working outside the 

home as were the boys in permitting them to work. 

Two-thirds of the boys and 58.2% of the girls be- 

lieved a couple should not marry when they have no savings. 

That a couple should have from 50 to 400 savin when 

they marry was the opinion of 38.2% of the girls and 20% 

of the boys; 36.4db of the girls and 40% of the boys be- 

lieved a couple should have at least 500 savings when 

they marry, while 23.6% and another 40% of the boys said 

moro than ;500 savings vas the amount a couple should have. 

The girls felt that less savings would be required than 

did the boys. 
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About one-fourth of both boys and girls thought it 

made little or no difference if the wife turned all her 

savings over to the husband as soon as they marry. iviore 

girls than boys considered it either undesirable or highly 

undesirable (61.8 of the girls and 5l.l of the boys). 

Over twice as high a percent of boys as girls considered 

it desirb1e to do this (l5.6 and 7.3 respectively). A 

boy in this last group added this comment: "Joint banking 

account." 

In response to the question, T'Do you think it wise 

to buy property jointly while a couple is engaged?" 90.9% 

of the girls and B4.4 of the boys said it was not wise. 

Twice as high a percent of' boys as of girls (15.6% and 

7.3%) thought it wise. When the responses of the sub- 

jects who were engaged were e»amined, it was found that 

60% of the engaged boys said it was wise and 40% said not 

wise; 2.2% of the engaged girls considered it wise and 

77.8% not wise. 

Loaning or giving money to a future mate was con- 

sidered highly undesirable by 11.1% of the boys and 40% 

of' the girls; 40 of the boys and 29.1% of the girls con- 

sidered it undesirable and about the same percentage of 

each sex thought this practice made little or no differ- 

ence. The more unfavorable attitude was held by the girls. 
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The same percent of boys ('73.3) said it was not wise 

to marry someone whO is on a much higher economic level 

than themselves as said it was not wise to marry someone 

on a much lower economic level than themselves; more girls 

ansvered in the negLtive for "lower economic level" than 

did for "higher economic level." Of the girls, 25.5% 

favored marrying on a much higher economic level, but 

only 7.3 favored marrying on a much lovier economic level. 

Ninety-seven and eight-tenths percent of the boys and 

94.6% of the girls thought it wise to marry someone on 

approximately the same economic level as themselves. 

"This should not bett was the attitude expressed by 

62.2% of the boys and 65.5% of the girls toward choosing 

a mate as a means of financial betterment. The boys were 

more unfavorable toward choosing a mate as a means of 

fianancial betterment than they were toward choosing a 

mate as a means toward social betterment. The girls 

felt unfavorable to both in about the same degree. 

Attitudes Toward Personality Factors 

Both boys and girls were fairly well agreed that the 

personality of onets intended mate plays an important part 

after marriage, since 93.3 of the boys and 98.2% of the 

girls responded in the affirmative. 
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Three-fourths of the boys and nearly nine-tenths of 

the girls believed a person should he happier married than 

unmarried. 

Both boys and girls were highly in favor of sincerity 

during courtship, 95.6% of the boys and 9O.9 of the girls 

saying that the boy or the girl should not pretend to be 

what he or she is not. The girls were a little more in 

favor of insincerity or pretending than were the boys, p7.3% 

and respectively. 

The answer to the question, "Do you believe couples 

should be just as considerate and polite to each other 

after marriage as while engaged?'1 was almost unanimous in 

the affirmative, 99% of the subjects saying uyesu; only 

one boy said T'fo" 

Attitudes Toward Marriage Under Special Conditions 

The subjects were asked to indicate tkeir attitudes 

toward a few special conditions which can cause special 

problems in marriage. 

One question was, 'EDo you believe in secret marriages?" 

A slightly higher percent of boys (13.3%) than of girls 

(10.9%) said "Yes," but 82.3% of the boys and 89.1% of 

the girls did not believe in secret narriages. 

Both, boys and girls were opposed to marriage before 

the fiance goes into military service, the girls being more 
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opposed than the boys as shown by the percentage of re- 

sponses for the two groups "undesirableT' and "should not 

be" -- 65.4 for the girls and 55.5 for the boys. 

The percentages for students indicating a "highly 

desirable" and "desirable" attitude toward ;aiting until 

the boy returns from military duty to get married were 

66.6% for the boys and 78.2% for the girls; the girls were 

more strongly in favor of waiting. 

It is interesting to note here the difference between 

high school and college students' attitudes toward ma- 

nage during the war period. u1key (9, p. 62) found in 

1942 that "55 of the women and 56% of the men considered 

marriage during the war period worth the risks involved," 

hence more college students faiored marriage before the 

fiance went into the service than did high school students. 

Attitudes Toward Selected Phases of Preparation for Marriage 

fne response to the question, "Do you believe more 

sex instruction should be given in high school?" was very 

strongly in the affirmative, 88.9% of the boys and 94.5% 

of the girls being of the opinion that more should be given. 

Ninety-three and three-tenths percent of the boys and 87.3% 

of the girls believed that sex instruction should be given 

in small groups of not over 20 to 25; 66.6% of the boys and 

and 83.6% of the girls believed that sex instruction should 
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be given to boys and girls separately, more boys than girls 

saying it should not be given separately (26.7% and 16.4% 

respectively). 

In answer to the question, "Where do you believe young 

people contemplating marriage should get sex instruction?t' 

the largest number of both boys and girls were in favor of 

a doctor giving the instruction (88.8% of the boys and 78.2% 

of the girls). "Parents" received the second highest nurn- 

ber of endorsements from both boys and girls, the latter 

considering parents a better source than did the boys 

(42.2% boys and 70.9% girls). With the boys, the class- 

room ranked third (40% approving), but with the girls 

"books approved by medical authorities" ranked third (60% 

saying they were a good source). 

Physical education was ranked first by both boys and 

girls as the subject In which sex instruction should be 

given (68.9% boys and 70.9% girls); second place was given 

to family relationships by a 60% endorsement of the girls, 

the boys giving "other" second place with 35.6% endorsing 

this; third place was given to "home economics" with 2.7% 

of the girls believing it was a suitable subject in which 

to include sex instruction, while l.1% of the. boys' en- 

dorsements went to each of two subjects, family relation- 

ships and biology, these two subjects tieing for third 

place with boys. 
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Students were asked to indicate dating frequency. 

The largest number of boys (53.4%) said once a week was 

best; the largest number of girls (47.2%) considered three 

times a week the best dating frequency. Second place was 

just reversed, 24.4% of boys saying three times a week, 

and 40% of the girls saying once a week. Nearly twice as 

high a percent of girls as of boys favored dating three 

times a week. 

By far the majorIty, 91.1% of the boys and 94.5% of 

the girls, thought it best for both boy and girl to know 

the parents of the other before marriage. 

Approval before marriage by the parents of the boy 

and girl was considered desirable by over one-half of the 

boys and girls (53.4% and 54.6% respectively). Over one- 

third of each considered it highly desirable to have the 

approval of the parents of both. More than twice as high 

a percent of girls as of boys thought this approval made 

little or no difference (10.9% and 4.4% respectively). 

Over one-half of both boys and girls considered It 

highly desirable to discuss before marriage whether both 

wish to have children (57.9% boys and 58.2% girls); this 

was considered desirable by 24.4% of the boys and 38.2% of 

the girls. It was held in less favor by boys since 8.8% 

said it was either undesirable or should not be, while 

only 1.8% of the girls made similar responses; nearly f ive 
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times as many boys as girls (8.9% compared with 1.8%) 

thought it made little or no difference. 

It was considered either highly desirable or desir- 

able to have a physical examination before marriage. Those 

responding in this way include 91.2% of the boys and 100% 

of the girls -- the highly desirable being endorsed by 

nearly two-thirds of these (64.5% boys and r78.2% girls) 

showing that the girls were more favorable to it than the 

boys. 

More girls than boys said it was highly desirable to 

get married in Oregon with a physical exam rather than out- 

side the state without a phyica1 exam (54.5% and 40% re- 

spectively); 42.2% of the boys and 41.9% of the girls con- 

sidered this desirable. The girls were more favor.b1e to 

this question than were the boys, since the sum of percent- 

ages checking first and second responses was 96.4% and 

the sum of percentages of boys checking the same responses 

was 82.2. 

Attitudes Toward Adjustments 

With reference to giving up the kbit of smoking if 

his or her intended mate disapproves of it, an equs1 per- 

cent of boys believed that one should and also should not 

give up the habit (46.7% endorsing each attitude). The 

girls were more favorable toward giving up the habit of 
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smoking than not giving it up as shown by the fact that 

54.6% responded to the "Yes" and 45.4% to the "No." With 

the habit of drinking, 26 more boys feel that it should be 

given up if the mate disapproves than feel it should not; 

42 more girls feel it should be given up than feel it 

should not. In other words, giving up the habit of drink- 

Ing if the mate disapproves of it was favored by 75.5% of 

the boys and 87.3% of the girls. 

A "highly undesirable" attitude was expressed by the 

greatest number of both sexes toward living with the par- 

nts of either the boy or the girl (73.3% boys and 58.2% 

girls). The girls were not as strongly opposed as the 

boys, more of the girls considered it "undesirable" than 

did the boys (43.6% and 24.5% respectively). 

A list of 25 characteristics or mannerisms was in- 

cluded In the questionnaire and on the basis of a f ive- 

point scale students were asked to indicate their attitude 

toward each characteristic. In doing so, they were to con- 

sider that their mates were acceptable in all character- 

istics except this one. 

The order of greatest adjustment to these character- 

istics or practices was as follows for the boys: (1) 

57.8% would adjust to a mate's hobby that he dislikes; 

(2) 51.1% would adjust to a "poor dancer't; (3) 46.6% would 

adjust to a mate who "plays practical jokes"; (4) 28.9% 
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would adjust to a "painfully frankt' mate; and (5) 24.4% 

would adjust to a mate who t'fusses about little things." 

The order in which girls felt they could adjust was as fol- 

lows: (1) 72.7% could adjust to a niate's hobby that she 

dislikes; (2) 52.7% would adjust to a mate who "plays prac- 

tical jokes"; (3) 47.2% would adjust to a "poor dancer"; 

(4) 40% would adjust to a "painfully frank" mate; and (5) 

30.9% would adjust to a mate who is "bound to his parents 

very closely." 

From the results obtained in this study, it would ap- 

pear that most of the broken engagements might result from 

the following practices or conditions: For boys, (1) 

"steps out," 64.5%; (2) does not express affection, 15.6%; 

(Z) is lazy, 13.3%; (4) "bound to parents very closely" 

and "is unsnnpathetic", (each receiving 8.9% of the re- 

sponses); and (5) spendthrift, 6.7%; for girls the order 

of practices or conditions was (1) "steps out1, 61.8%; 

(2) does not express affection, 27.3%; (3) is lazy, 20%; 

(4) "bosses" you, 16.4%; and (5) bound to parents very 

closely, 12.7%. Boys and. girls aeed on the first, sec- 

ond, and third faults to which they could not adjust and 

which they believed would result in broken engagements. 

In comparing the responses for both boys and girls 

with reference to conditions in which they would demand 

that the mate change, the following frequencies were found: 



119 

first for boys, "nags" 51.2% and for girls, "unfavorable 

remarks about your relatives" 51%; second for boys and 

girls, "is lazy" by and 47.% respectively; third 

for boys, "urfavorable remarks about ìour relatives" 

42.2%, and for girls, "nags" 38.2%; fourth for boys, 

"bosses" you 40%, and for girls there is a tie between 

"untidy personal appearance" and "steps out" 29.1% each; 

fifth for boys, a tie between "disorderly" and "untidy 

personal apprancl 37.8 each, and for girls, "bosses" 

you 27.3%. 

More than half of both the boys and the girls con- 

sidereci it undesirable for the girl to be under 18 years 

of age at the time of her marriage (51.1% and 50.9% re- 

spectively). More boys than girls thought this made little 

or no difference, while nearly twice as high a percent of 

girls as boys (32.7% girls and r7.8% boys) said it should 

not be. A larger percentage of both boys and girls con- 

sidered it undesirable for the boy to be under 21 years 

old at the time of marriage than considered it undesir- 

able for the girl to be under 18 years of age (57.8% boys 

and 52.8% girls). The highest percent of both boys and 

girls thought it desirable for the boy to be 3 to 5 years 

older than the girl, but the percentage of girls believing 

this was much higher (40% and 6l.9 respectively). The 

highest percent of both boys and girls believed it made 
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little or no difference if boy and. girl are the same age 

(42.2 of the boys and 58.2 of the girls); however, tue 

percentages of both saying it is desirable were consider- 

ably higher in both cases tcian the percentages saying it 

is undesirable. 

The greatest number of attitude responses toward the 

boy being "3 to 5 years younger than the girl" were on the 

"undesirablet' side of the scale, the percentages being 

about equal (46.7% boys and 47.3; girls). More boys and 

more girls said it was highly und ;sirable than said it 

makes little or no difference. Sixty percent of the boys 

and 56.3% of the girls (the highest percent of each) con- 

sidered an age difference of 10 to 15 years either way 

"should not be." Two-thirds as many boys and about four- 

fifths as many girls considered this age difference un- 

des irnble. 

More boys than girls (60 compared with 40) said 

marriage ith one who has a noticeable physical defect 

makes little or no difference. This number includes the 

majority of the boys, but the largest percent of the girls 

(47.3%) thought this was undesirable. The percentage of 

boys who said it was undesirsble was less than half the 

percentage who said it made little or no difference. It 

appears the boys would not be so adverse to marriage with 

one who has a noticeable defect as would the girls. This 
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is interesting in view of the fact that girls may be called 

upon to make a decision such as this when the boys return 

from the present war. 

Marriage with one who has poor health that cannot be 

corrected was consid'red undesirable by a high percent of 

both boys and girls, but the percent of girls was much 

higher (44.5% of the boys and 67.3% of the girls). More 

of the boys thought it made little or no difference than 

thought it should not be. 

ach subject had an opportunity to express his will- 

ingiiess to adjust to 25 situations on a five-point scale. 

If he checked the first two responses, it was considered 

that he would adjust; if the last two responses were 

checked, it was considered a non-adjustment. The adjust- 

ments and non-adjustments of subjects having divorced par- 

ents were compared. The four boys in this group adjusted 

61% of the possible times and non-adjusted 22% of the time. 

The daughters of divorced parents adjusted 44.6% of thie 

time and would not adjust 25.1% of the time. Thus it 

appears that both boys and girls of divorced parents would 

adjust more frequently than they would not adjust; the boys 

indicated a willingness to adjust more times than the girls, 

but the non-adjustment responses were rbout the same in 

percentages (22 boys and 25.1% girls). 
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A comparison was made between the adjustments and 

non-adjustments of subjects having divorced and non- 

divorced parents. It was found that subjects having dl- 

vorced prents adjusted 50.5% of the time while subjects 

having non-divorced parents adjusted 40.8% of the tiue. 

The comparisons for non-adjustments were 24 and 27. The 

subjects having divorced parents were willing to make more 

adjustments than those having non-divorced parents, and 

their non-adjustments were 3 lower. 

The writer examined the data to find, if any relation- 

ship existed between the frequency of dating and the will- 

ingness to adjust or not adjust. 

The girls who dated very often or frequently showed 

an average of 10.9 adjusthents per person, and 6.1 non- 

adjustments, while the girls who dated seldom or never 

showed a willingness to make an average of 11.5 adjust- 

ments per person and 8.1 non-adjustments. The boys who 

dated very often or frequently would mrke an average of 

10.2 adjustments and an average of 6.3 non-adjustments; the 

boys who dated seldom or never ould make an average of 

9 adjustments and an average of 7.4 non-adjuithients. It 

appears that the girls who date seldom or never tend to 

show a willingness to adjust more often than the girls who 

date veri often or frequently, but this tendency was not 

upheld by the boys. 
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It would seem that the boys and gir1 who date very 

often or frequently tend to follow a similar pattern with 

reference to adjustments and non-adjustments, whereas the 

boys and girls who seldom or never date differ rather 

widely in these re.pects, and especia1l so in their will- 

ingness to make adjustments. It seems probable that the 

general pattern of willingness to adjust or non-adjust to 

situations is related to frequency of dating, and that a 

similarity in the willingness to adjust is more closely 

related to dating than is willingness to non-adjust. 

Recommendation for High school Subject Matter Units 
Waich Contribute Toward Preparation for Marriage 

It was desired to obtain the opinions of t}e students 

about the various subjects which would aid in giving prep- 

aration for marriage and family life. 

One hundred percent ol' the girls and 9l.2 of the 

boys had the opinion that both boys and girls should have 

had sex instruction. The subject which received second 

place rating in importance for both sexes to have studied 

was personality development, 96.4% of the girls and86.7 

of the boys so indicating. Third place in importance was 

held by family relationships, 92.7 of the girls and 82.2% 

of the boys saying that both sexes should include this in 

order to be better prepared for marriage and family life. 
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Fourth place went to money management and fifth place to 

consumer buying. 

Sixty percent of the girls and 51.1% of the boys in- 

dicated that girls should study child care and training; 

smaller percentages (40% gIrls and 42.2 boys) believed 

that both sexes should include this. The students bad the 

opinion that girls should study home management, 66.'7% of 

the boys and 69.1% of the girls so indicating. Food and 

nutrition was considered a valuable course for girls, 81% 

of the total subjects saying girls should study this, while 

17% thought botb sexes should study it. Eighty-four and 

five-tenths percent of the boys and 89.1% of the girls 

thought girls only sliould study clothing construction and 

alteration in order to be better prepared for :arriage and 

family life. 

If the above responses represent the sdents' true 

opinions as to the desirable sources of information for 

marriage preparation, it would seem that those courses 

should be designed to meet the needs which are felt by 

high school students. 

Outcome of the Study 

It is the hope of the writer that the results of this 

study may at least in part be used in the classroom to help 

awaken in high school students an interest and realization 
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that there is a need for "preparation for marriage," and 

that perhaps this and related rn tonal may also be used 

in evening classes for out-of-school youth. It is the 

hope of the writer that an interest in these projects will 

warrant the cooperation of doctors and ministers whose 

backgrounds could reinforce and supplement the material. 

It is also hoped that the results may serve to illus- 

trate to students that there are differences of opinion, 

even in small characteristics, which could lead to fric- 

tian and that these individual differences should be under- 

stood, thus making it possible for students to approach 

marriage with tolerance, thereby perhaps aiding in some 

small the prevention of divorces. 

Sugßes tians for Further Study 

Further studies concerning preparation for marriage 

might include the following: 

1. A study similar to this in another high school 

where there is a large percentage of professiozj1 and semi- 

profess 1Oi11l parents. 

2. A study of the attitudes of out-of-school youth 

toward preparation for Larriage and choice of a mate. 

3. A study of college students' attitudes toward 

preparation for marriage; to determine some of the areas 

in which they believe they should prepare; to determine 
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where they believe they should secure this preparation. 

4. A study of the attitudes of school administrators 

in Oregon toward c3urses in preparation for marriage, and 

a survey of what is now being taught that prepares both 

boys and girls for marriage and family life. 

5. A study of the attitudes of parents qf high school 

juniors and seniors in iJamath Falls toward including in 

the curriculum courses which help prepare for marriage are. 

family life adjustments. 
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APPENDIX 



INTRODUCTION TO QUESTIONNAIRE 

This study is an attempt to determine the attitudes 
of high school seniors toward preparation for marriage 
and choice of a mate. It is not an examination; there- 
fore, there are no "correct ansers," merely expressions 
of opinions. 

Please read through each question or statement and 
think carefully, then check your opinion frankly. The 
study is concerned with the attitudes of the group as a 
whole, and not with the individual. It is unnecessar, 
therefore, to sign your name. 

Directions: You will need to write In answers to 
some questions. For some you will place a check in the 
blank space to indicate your response. If the question 
does not apply to you, leave the space blank but make 
sure that you answer all that do apply. 

1. Sex: Male 

2. Do you live 
(a) in city 
(b) in the 
(c) in the 

no 

; Female____ 
; age____ 

of Kiamath Falls? yes____ ; 
country? yes____ ; no____ ; 

suburbs, or a small community? 

3. Father's occupation 

4. Are your parents: 
(a) both living? yes 

; no____ 
; 

(b) father living? ; no____ 
(c) mother living? yes____ ; no___ 
(d) living together? yes____ ; 
(e) separated? yes____ ; no____ 
(f) divorced? yes____ ; no ___ s 

no _; 

yes 

i 

5. Give ages of (a) all your living brothers ______ 
________ ; (b) all living sisters ____________________ ; 
(Draw a circle around the age ofii brother or sister 

living at home.) 

6. Place a cross (X) in space before the one adverb best 
describing your case. During the school term do you 
go with" a member of the opposite sex: 
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7. Are you engaged to be married? yes ; no -. 

8. Check your opinion. Do you consider your home life: 
____(a) highly enjoyable? ____(b) satisfactory? 

(e) unpleasant? 

9. Check your opinion. Do you consider the discipline 
in your home: (a) lenient? ____(b) firm but not 
harsh? ____(c) harsh or severe? 

10. Check the following, if on the average you attend two 
or more times per month: 
(a) Church yes___ ; no 

; 

(b) sunday Schoolyes no 
(e) Young Peoplets Chu1T0rganTi&ion yes; 

no 

11. (a) Do you have a church preference? 
(b) If so, write name of denomination 

. 

PART I 

yes____ ; no 

After reading each of the following questions, cheek 
your opinion to the left of each question. (Write in the 
reasons for your response if you feel it necessary.) 

Yes____ ; 1O 12. Do you think it best for both boy and 
girl to know the parents of the other 
before marriage? 

Yes ; No 13. Do you think the personality of one's 
intended mate plays an important part 
after marriage? 

14. Do you think it is wise to marry some- 
one who is On: 

Yes ; No . (a) a much higher economic level than 
yourself? 

Yes ; No . (b) a much lower economic level than - 
yourself? 

Yes ; No . (e) approximately the sanie economic 
level as yourself? 

Yes____ ; i'o 15. Do you think it is wise to buy prop- - 
erty jointly while a couple is en- 
gaged? 
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Yes ; No 16. Do you believe couples should be just 
as considerate and polite to each 
other after marriage as while engaged? 

Yes ; No . 17. Should young people marry if they have 
no savings? 

18. Should a couple marry if 
Yes____ ; No (a) both are unemployed? 
Yes ; No (b) the girl has a job but the boy has 

not? 

Yes ; No 19. Do you think that either the boy or 
the girl should pretend to be what he 
or she is not, but what he or she 
knows the other one likes? 

Yes____ ; No 20. Do you think that one should give up 
the habit of smoking if his or her 
intended mate disapproves of it? 

Yes ; No 21. Do you think that one should give up 
the habit of drinking if his or her 
intended mate disapproves of it? 

Yes ; No . 22. Do you believe the saying ttLove is 
blind!!? 

Yes____ ; No 23. Do you believe more sex instruction - 
should be given in high school? 

Yes____ 
; 

1\To 24. Do you believe sex Instruction should 
be given in small groups of not over 
twenty to twenty-five? 

Yes ; No 25. Do you believe sex instruction should - 
be given to boys and girls separately? 

Yes 
; No 26. Do you believe in secret marriages? 

Yes ; 
No 27. Do you believe a person should be 

happier married than unmarried? 

PART II 

Encircle the number which most nearly expresses your 
attitude toward the following: (Use this key in checking 
your response) 
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Key: 1. This is highly desirable or essential 
2. This is desirable 
3. This makes little or no difference 
4. This is undesirable 
5. This is highly undesirable or should not be 

1 2 3 4 5 (28) physical examination before marriage 

1 2 3 4 5 (29) loaning or giving money to mate before 
marriage 

1 2 3 4 5 (30) approval of parents of both 

1 2 3 4 5 (31) girl under eighteen years old at time of 
marriage 

1 2 3 4 5 (32) boy under twenty-one years old at time of 
marriage 

1 2 3 4 5 (33) marriage before the fiance goes into mili- 
tary service 

1 2 3 4 5 (34) choosing a mate as a means of social better- 
ment 

1 2 3 4 5 (35) choosing a mate as a means of financial 
betterment 

1 2 3 4 5 (36) planning that girl work outside the home 
for first year or two after marriage 

1 2 3 4 5 (37) getting married in Oregon with a physical 
exam instead of outside the state without 
physical exam 

i 2 3 4 5 (38) marriage with one who has a noticeable 
physical defect 

1 2 3 4 5 (39) marriage with one who has poor health that 
cannot be corrected 

1 2 3 4 5 (40) waiting until boy returns from military 
duty to get married 

1 2 3 4 5 (41) living with parents of either the boy or 
girl 

1 2 3 4 5 (42) discussing before marriage whether both 
wish to have children 



1 2 3 4 5 (43) wife turning 
band as soon 

1 2 3 4 5 (44) boy three to 

1 2 3 4 5 (45) boy and girl 

1 2 3 4 5 (46) boy three to 
girl 

1 2 3 4 5 (47) age differen 
either way 

V 

all her savings over to hus- 
as they marry 

five years older than the girl 

same age 

five years younger than the 

e of ten to fifteen years 

PART III 

48. Do you believe a couple getting married should have: 
(Check one response only) 

from $5O to 400 savings ____(a) 
(b) at least 5OO savings 

____(c) more than 5OO savings 

49. Where do you believe young people contemplating mar- 
nage should get sex instruction? (Check the ones you 
consider good. sources) 

from books approved by medical authorities ____(a) 
(b) from classmates 

from married friends ____(e) 
(d) from school (classroom) 
e) from doctor 

___(f) from parents 

50. How often, on the average, should a high school couple 
have dates when it is not vacation? (Place a cross 
(X) in the space before the one you consider best) 

(a) less than once a month; 
once a month; _____(b) 
once in two weeks; ____(c) 
once a week; ____(d) 

(e) three times a week; - - 
(f) every other day; 
(g) once daily (or more frequently) 

51. Indicate the subjects which you believe either the 
boy or the girl (or both) should have studied in order 
to be better prepared for marriage and family life: 
(Use "b" for boy, 9g for girl and XtI for both) 
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(a) personality development 
money management 

____(e) sex instruction 
____(d) consumer buying 
____(e) family relationships 

(f) child care and training 
(g) home management 

____(h) food and nutrition 
____(i) clothing construction and alteration 

52. In what class or subject in high school do you think 
sex instruction should be given? (Place a cross (X) 
in front of more than one of these if you care to) 

(a) general science 
____(b) home economics 
____(e) physical education 

(d) family relationships 
e) biology 

____(f) other (describe) 

PART IV 

Suppose your prospective mate were acceptable to you 
in all characteristics except one. Encircle the number 
showing the way you would reacVfo each of the following 
if it were the one fault or characteristic: 

Key: 1. Adjust yourself to it 
2. Attempt indirectly to make mate aware of 

fault 
3. Suggest in a friendly way that mate change 
4. Demand that mate chango 
5. Break the engagement 

1 2 3 4 5 (53) 

1 2 3 4 5 (54) 

1 2 3 4 5 (55) 

1 2 3 4 5 (56) 

1 2 3 4 5 (57) 

1 2 3 4 5 (58) 

Painfully frank 

Disorderly 

Grouchy 

Spendthrift 

Reminds one of mistakes 

Has emotional outbursts when things go 
wrong 



1 2 3 4 5 (59) 

1 2 3 4 5 (60) 

1 2 3 4 5 (61) 

1 2 4 5 (62) 

1 2 3 4 5 (63) 

1 2 3 4 5 (64) 

1 2 3 4 5 (65) 

1 2 3 4 5 (66) 

1 2 3 4 5 (67) 

1 2 3 4 5 (68) 

1 2 3 4 5 (69) 

1 2 3 4 5 (70) 

1 2 3 4 5 (71) 

1 2 3 4 5 (72) 

1 2 3 4 5 (73) 

1 2 3 4 5 (74) 

1 2 3 4 5 (75) 

1 2 3 4 5 (76) 

1 2 3 4 5 (77) 

Sulks 

Jealous 

Monopolizes conversation 

Has a hobby you dislike 

Poor dancer 

Fusses about little things 

Poor table manners 

Untidy personal appearance 

ttteps out" on you 

Faulty English 

ttBossest you 

Nags 

Thoughtless 

Plays practical jokes 

Does not express affection 

Bound to parents very closely 

Is unsympathetic 

Is l9.zy 

Makes unfavorable remarks about youx 
relatives 
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