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TIMBER TAXATION IN TRE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Foreword 

Timber, although crop, is considered as real estate 

for taxation purposes in the State of California. Since it 

is one of the largest divisions of tsx-producing real estate 

in the stete, I, therefore, decided to rrite my thesis on 

timber taxation in the State of California. 

The vast area of timberland in the state under pri- 

vate ownership, the position of the timber industry in the 

state's industrial support, anJ the interdependence with 

other resources of the state, clearly set forth the im- 

portnce of the timber industry as a vital part of the 

economic structure of Cslifornia. Thirty-four of the fifty- 

eight counties of the state are dependent more or less on 

timber as a source of tax revenue. Of the thirty-f our 

counties dependent upon timber as a source of tax revenue, 

I selected twenty-six counties to study for my thesis. 
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INTODtJC TION 

The purpose of this thesis on timber taxation is not 

to present a historical analysis of the timber taxation sys- 

tems in the counties of the 3tate of California but to set 

forth the present sttus of timber taxation. The factual 

material is presented whenever possible in tabular form. 

The matter of timber taxation is of grave importance 

to all people of the State of California and to the people of 

the entire nation. For example, in 1930 more wages were 

paid by the lumber and timber products industry in California 

than by any other manufacturing industry. The state is 

dependent upon the timber industry as an economic balance. 

Conversely, the timber industry is dependent upon govern 

rnentl legislation for its continuance as a major industry. 

The area of timber involved in this study totals 

3,775,220 acres or 95 per cent of the estimated total of 

privately owned timber in the state. According to estima-tes 

made in 1922, 19.33 per cent of the entire land area of 

California was virgin or potential forest land. (2) Cf the 

19,196,000 acres of forest land, 6,782,000 acres were pri- 

vately owned timberland. From 1900 to 1922, an average of 

45,900 acres of timber were cut annually. Assuming this 

average to continue until 1940, the present acreage of pri- 

vately owned timber in the state would be 3,947,000 acres. 
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GENERAL REVIEW OF STATE 

The twenty-six counties selected for this study were 

divided into five (5) major areas or regions. Natural divi- 

sions of the state, as well as timber species and use, were 

the determining factors in the designation of the regions. 

In sorne instances, the character of the timber stands within 

a single county required the placing of the county in two 

separate regions. 

The following is the tabulation of counties: 

1. edwood region Del Korte 
Humboldt 
Mendocino 
S onoma 
Santa Cruz 

2. Coast Range pine and est Siskiyou 
Fir Region West Shasta 

West Tehama 
Trinity 
Lake 

3. North Sierra Pine East Siskiyou 
Region East Shasta 

East Teharna 
Modoc 
La s s e n 
Flumes 
Sierra 
Nevada 
Butt e 
Placer 
l Dorado 

Amad or 
Calaveras 

4. South Sierra Pine Tuelumrne 
Region L.ariposa 

Tad e ra 
Fresno 
Tulare 

5. Non-commercial Region San Diego 
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Technic11y speaking, the non-commercial area would 

not be termed. a region but for the purpose of this thesis, 

this group was so desigiated. 
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ASSESSMENT OF TflER 

The methods of valuing timber for taxation in the 

State of California, rest with the individual county assessor. 

'Tith P few exceptions, county assessors have a very limited 

knowledce of timber and of its value. It is beyond human 

possibility for n assessor to possess internate knowledge of 

values of all iprious forms of taxable properties. 

Of the twenty-six counties studied, only six had 

county cruises or information of a similar nature. In other 

counties, the assessors had inherite9 n acreage value 

from their predecessors. In still other counties, the 

assessors have been forced to depen1 on the owners of the 

timber to furnish them with v3lues. In nearly all cases, 

the assessors were handicapped by not being able to supply 

sound methods of valuation to the material supplies. 

LTany assessors have been influenced by stusnpage 

prices "rhen attempting to arrive at the assessment values 

for timber. A stumpage value is not only the investment 

principal but also the accumulation of interest, carrying 

charges and taxes. There does not seem to be justice in 

using taxes as a value to again be taxed. 

On account of the foregoing conditions, it was 

found in the counties studied that timber was valued for 

assessment purposes as follows: (3) 

1. Total timber footage. 

2 Najor species footage. 



3. Soil classification and timber species. 

1:. Acreage. 

5. Legal subdivision units and ownership. 

6. A combined application of two or more of the 
other five methods. 

The resulting values produced by these varied methods 

range from 2.00 per acre in San Diego County to $125.00 per 

acre in Tuolumne County. The range of assessed values per 

M. bd. ft. is from $.327 in Lake County to $1.111 in San 

Diego County. (4) 

It is impossible to assess timber on a uniform per 

acre or per I. bd. ft. basis. Until timberland is properly 

classified as to accessibility, quantity and quality, and 

valued through consideration of production costs and income 

returns, there will be inequalities of value and unjust 

taxation. The absence of this vital information has per- 

mitted unknown timberland to escape assessment as timber, 

thus adding not only a greater tax burden to known timber 

but also to other forms of taxable property. 

It is generally agreed that a minimum land tax, 

plus a severance tax, would be the ideal method of taxing 

timber. The question arises, however, how could such a 

method be applied in California. ITany counties receive a 

major portion of their taxes from timberlands, and to apply 

such a method would result in insufficient tax returns to 

carry on the necessary county administration and development. 

To effect such a system would require one of the two 
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following changes: 

1. P. combination of counties which would more evenly 

distribute timber acreage and values with other 

taxable properties. Thus, it would be possible 

for the county revenue to continue in such 

amounts as would care for current expense until 

such time as these timber properties became 

operative and produced the severance tax. 

2. The state acting as a banker, collecting the tax 

in operating areas and distributing to the 

counties in which the timber exists the propor- 

tionate share of this tax with supplemental 

amounts sufficient to permit of the local govern- 

mental operations. The additional amounts ad- 

vanced. by the state would eventually be returned 

as the timber is cut and the severance tax is 

paid. 

Tith either of the above applications of a severance 

tax, it would be necessary to depart from the present govern- 

mental status. It is believed the ecuality of taxation might 

be accomplished by incorporating new methods of assessment 

and valuations as follows: 

1. The classificstion of all lands by competent 

experts -- timber to be classified as to accessi- 

bility quantity and quality. 

2. Assessed values based on capital invested and 



income returns, arrived at through analysis and 

study of the entire industry. 

The values determined should then be applied to the 

properly classified timber. The base or classification 

would remain as a constant, with a minirirn variation. The 

assessed values should be adjusted periodically to conform 

to fluctuation of market values and income. 
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ASSESSNtENT OF CtTT-OVER LANDS 

The following amendment to the state constitution 

was adopted as a measure which would promote and encourage 

the growing of timber in the state. However, the passage of 

the following measure had no effect in the adjusting of cut- 

over land vslues: 

t, 
e . .All immature forest trees which have been 

planted on lsnds not previously bearing mer- 
chantable timber, or planted, or of natural 
growth, upon lands from which the merchantable 
original growth timber stand to the extent of 
seventy per cent of all trees over sixteen 
inches in diameter has been removed, shall be 
exempt from taxation,.....provided, that forest 
trees or timber shall be considered mature for 
the purpose of this act at such time, after 
forty years from the time of planting or removal 
of the original timber as above provided,....1' (5) 

This revision in the constitution was made in 1926. 



DELIIÇUENT TILBR 

In the past ten years, there has been an alarming 

increase of acreage anc value in timberlands becoming delin- 

auent. In Sonoma County, 83 per cent of the acreage and 

value in timberland is delinquent. (6) In Del Norte County, 

timber comprises 64.9 per cent of the acreage and 80.62 per 

cent of the entire value of the county. The conditions in 

all of the timber counties which have brought about this in- 

creasinc delinquency are about the same in each county. The 

three major causes of timber delinquency are as follows: 

1. The economic conditions. 

2. Lack of reasonable return on investment, largely 
due to present tax outlay. 

3. A taxpayers' strike to force economy in government. 

The first cause may be eliminated as soon as busi- 

ness conditions improve. The other two conditions are 

directly dependent upon governmental revenue agencies. In 

examining the assessment rolls, it was found that the counties 

having the highest per cent of timber value to total real 

estate value and the hicthest assessment ratio, -i-i in each 

case the highest in rank of timberland delinquency. In the 

Pedwood region and the North Sierra Fine region, the counties 

ranking first as to increase in assessed values were also 

the first in rank of delinquency. It appears from the above 

that two vital factors affecting timber delinquency may be 

the assessment ratio and the per cent of increase in assessed 
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ra1ues on timber. Shou1dconitions continue vqhich would 

add a greater percentage of timber to the delinquent rolls, 

both the state and counties face a serious problem. If this 

property reverts to the state, a considerable outlay of ex- 

pense will be necessary in the administration of the area. 

Timberland of this character is of much more value to the 

state an counties when in private ownership, producing a 

reasonable tax revenue. 

Legislation which permits of a moratorium on timber 

taxes during these times, without penalty other than the 

regulation interest rate of the state, has been adopted in 

Oregon. (8) Similar legislation might be adopted in 

California, providin counties were supplied with suf f i- 

oient operating revenue. 
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TIMBER ASSESSNT RATIO 

The assessment ratio (per cent of assessed to ap- 

praised value) of timberland as established by the appraisals, 

varies from 25.98 per cent in Tulare County (3) to 68.38 per 

cent in Trinity County (3). The average assessment ratio on 

timber as shown by the tienty-six counties is 46.58 per cent.* 

In comparing assessment ratios of timber with assessment 

ratios of other forms of real estate, a considerable variance 

is noted. 

The majority of the assessors very frankly admit that 

their assessments are based on a certain percentage. (3) If 

assessed values are "the full cash value" as required by law, 

then it would appear from the appraisals that have been made 

that the assessor needs assistance in the establishing of 

"full cash value". But, as we know now, the present assessed 

values are unequal, and inequalities will continue to exist, 

and unjust taxes be levied on timber properties, until a 

proper basis of assessment is established. 

The establishment of a tax limitation, controlled 

and scientifically administered by a centralized body, 

coupled with a proper classification and assessed value, 

would aid materially in bringing about tax relief to timber 

omers. .'Jith the foregoing basis of taxation, the timber 

owner would be able to determine for years in advance the 

. . . . . . . . e I I I I I I I I 

*Found by taking the average assessment ratio on timber for 
the twenty-six counties. Fiires from county assessment 
rolls. 
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approximate outlay which must be made prior to the time he 

receives his income. A stabilization like this would mean 

continuous paents of reasonable t8xes, and prevent the 

abandonment of taxable areas to the non-profitable county 

and state ownership. 
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GERAL REVIEW OF DEL NORTE COUNTY 

.Tethod of Assessing Timber: 

Del Norte County has a complete timber cruise show- 

Ing the footse of all timber species by legal subdivisions. 

The assessor has zoned the county into three zones. The 

zones are blocked out by legal subdivision boundaries, with 

the consideration of accessibility to Crescent City, the 

only water shipping point and location of the only large 

operating mill in the county. There are no rail shipping 

points in the county. (7) 

Timber is assessed on a total footage of all species 

at $1.00 per M. bd. ft. in Zone 1, $.75 in Zone 2, and $.5O 

in Zone 3. 

Comment: (3) 

Cruises appear to be at a maximum with perhaps too 

small a margin allowed for under run since redwood in 

this county is old and very brittle. 

Uniformity of stand on given areas indicates that 

some areas have been estimated. The division of areas into 

zones is too general, not having been made with the consid- 

eration of sound logging principles. 

All species within a given zone should not be given 

the same value. 

Some acreage bearing timber should be considered as 

having no expectation value from a commercial standpoint. 
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HULOLDT COUNTY 

ethor of Assessing Timber: 

The large timber interests of the county submitted 

in 1922 to a group of appraisers the relative values of 

timber holdings of specific areas, using certain key prop- 

erties in each area as 100 per cent. The percentages of 

value the remaining land bore to that of the key properties, 

was then designated. This percentage was determined by con- 

sidering the factors of location, accessibility and stand 

per acre. The appraising group set a value On the 100 per 

cent key properties and the remaining land was then valued 

in 40-acre units by applying the percentage value. (3) 

Talking to lumbermen in this region, I was told that 

lack of true information as to timber stands did not permit 

of the valuing of sil timber in the county on the same 

bsis as the 1arer holdings. 

The county assessor has a partial cruise of lands 

furnished by the larger timber companies and a small acreage 

has been cruised by the county. 

Comment: 

The lack of definite and full information on timber 

acresge and stand has greatly handicapped the assessor in 

rriving at equitable adjustments of assessed values. In- 

equalities will continue to exist in assessed values of 

timber until scientific methods are applied in valuation. 
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UNDINO COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed. in Mendocino County on a basis of 

footage as submitted by owners (so much per M. bd. ft.). (3) 

C ornment: 

All indications show that timber in this county is 

being fairly assessed. 

SONOMA COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed on an acreage basis in Sonoma 

County. Jith the exception of a small acreage assessed at 

$10 per acre, timber is assessed at l8 per acre. Due to 

the small acreage of virgin timber left in the county, little 

consideration has been given by the assessor to adjustments 

of values to a more equitable basis. (3) 

C omment: 

No comment. 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed on an average basis of $20 to $50 
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per acre. Due to the small amount of privately owned timber 

in the county, little has been done to change the methods of 

a s s e s s ing 

Comment: 

In 1i1arch, 1940, I was in the Santa CrUZ County court- 

house and was able to examine the tax rolls. I was unable 

to find any commercial timber on the delinquent tax rolls. 
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3UiMARY OF' RED'.'JOOD IGION 

In the Redwood region, timber is assessed on fooage, 

acreage and sub.ivision bases. As a result of these varied 

methcs, the assessment ratio varies greatly -- from low in 

Sonoma County to high in Del ITorte County. Average assessed 

irlutions per acre of timber vary from $18.00 in Sonoma 

County to $54.62 in Del Norte County. Timber assessed 

values per M. bd. ft. (based on estimated stands) vary be- 

tween $.589 in Sonoma County to $.819 in Del Norte County. 

Since ll6 assessed values in this region have increased in 

some counties up to 125 per cent. 

The major contributing causes of the large acreage 

and assessed value of timber on the delinquent tax rolls 

are due to the methods of assessing timber, the increased 

assessed valuation and the increased tax burden during the 

past thirty years, without any annual income from timber 

from timber properties. 

1/üch of the inequalities in assessment between 

counties and within the counties, could be eliminated 

throuh a uniform system of classification and valuation 

directed by a centralized office. 



COAST RANGE AND FIR REGION 

WEST SISKIYOTJ COUNTY 

I:ethod of Assessing Timber: 

In Siskiyou County the assessor has, as one might 

say, "inherited the acreage values". In looking over assess- 

ment rates, no changes have been made since l26 when a 

value of $5 to $7 an acre was placed on timber in the western 

part of the county. (3) 

Comment: 

Accessibility, quantity and quality, together with 

the possibility of little development for lumbering for many 

years to corne, gives this timber almost a negligible value. 

High assessment ratio and tax burden are responsible 

for the greater part of the delinquency of timber in this 

o ounty. 

TRINITY COUNTY 

Methods of Assessing Timber: 

Assessed rates are based on a cruise made by II. D. 

Haley and Co.; the major portion of the timber in Trinity 

County is assessed at $.50 per M. bd. ft. Sorne timbered 

areas are assessed on an acreage basis. In the valuation 

of timber on a footage basis, the rate is applied to the 
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total footage of all species. (3) 

Comment: 

little attention has been given to accessibility and 

quality and the difference in value of various species. In 

general, the assessment ratio is too high. Timber bears a 

heavy tax burden because it comprises the greater percentage 

of value for taxation in the county. 

In this county, much of the timber delinquency may 

be attributed to the geographic location of the timber. 

1EST SHASTA COUNTY 

Iethod of Assessing Timber: 

Assessed on an acreage basis of from $5 to $12 per 

acre. A very general consideration of location, quantity 

and quality have been considered in determining the average 

value. (3) 

Comment: 

Same as Trinity County. 

WEST TEHAMA COUNTY 

Lethod of Assessing Timber: 

Assessment rates are based on footage and upon acreage 

ra.lues determined by the urpose for which the area was ac- 

quired. (3) 



20 

Comment: 

Timber of vrestern Tehama County has little value. No 

timberland can be found on the delinquent tax rolls. 

LAKE COUNTY 

Nethod of Assessing Timber: 

Timberland in Lake County is assessed on a per acre 

basis -- 2.50 to 6.25 per acre. There has been no change 

since 1916. (3) 

Comment: 

To all appearance, it seems that the timber is equi- 

tably assessed in this county. The assessed value conforms 

to the character of the timber and its isolation and long- 

time period before exploitation. No timberland can be found 

on the delinquent tax rolls. 



21 

STJ?1MARY OF COAST RANGE PINE MD FIR REGION 

The timber in this region is a long-time holding in- 

vestment. The stani. in general is of low quality and 

scattered, with the general topography of the area making it 

difficult for logging. Because of these conditions, there 

is a reat need for a careful reclassification and revalua- 

tion of timberland in this region. 

In this region, like in the Redwood region, timber is 

assessed on an acreage basis and a footage basis. Assess- 

ment ratios vary from low in Lake County to high in Trinity 

County. Average assessed values per acre range from $4.00 

per acre in West Tehama to $6.70 per acre in West Shasta. 

The assessed value per I. bd. ft. varies from $.32? in Lake 

County to $.50 in Trinity County. Lost of the counties in 

this region during the last thirty years show an increase in 

assessed values up to 75 per cent. 



NORTH SIERRA PThE REGION 

EAST SISKIYOTJ COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber in eastern Siskiyou County is assessed on a 

per acre basis. The acreage value is from $8 to $11 per 

acre. The highest acreage rate is applied to the better 

stands of timber lying close to operating areas. (3) 

Comment: 

Low percentage of delinquency in East Siskiyou County 

may be attributed to the fair assessed value and also to 

the fact of large logging operations in this part of the 

county. 

EAST SHASTA COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber in eastern Shasta County is assessed on an 

acreage basis, ranging from 5 to l7 per acre. The average 

assessed value per acre is $11.98. (3) 

Comment: 

Inequalities will continue to exist until more corn- 

plete information is available as to accessibility, quantity 

and quality. The reasons just stated are the chief causes 

for the high delinquency of timberland. 



EAST TEFAMA COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Based on ests 

follows: (3) 

Sugar pine 

Yellow pine 

Red and white 

Others . 

Poles and red 

Dlished assessed values 

. . I S ) S 

. . . . . .90 

fir . . . .50 

. . . . . .25 

fir piles . . .20 

23 

of timber as 

per M. bd. ft. 

I U T ti 

ii II ii it 

It II It II 

per lineal foot 

Comment: 

Assessed value is too high. Delinquent tax rolls are 

increasing. 

LIODoe COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

The assessor in IJodoc County assesses timberland as 

follows: (3) 

Zone A - (Timber grazing land) - $2.50 per acre 

Zone B - (Goose Lake areas) - .75 per M. bd. ft. 

Zone C - (Operatire areas) - 1.25 " II II U 

Zone D - (Mon-operating areas) - 1.00 " ' ti II 

Comment: 

The base for timber valuation in this county is sound, 

but no consideration has been given to the fact that different 
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species have different values. 

Large timber acreages are on the delinquent tax rolls. 

LASSEN COUNTY 

LTethod of Assessing Timber: 

The county assessor of Lassen County has placed a value 

on footage within certain zones or areas. 

Each zone is assessed as follows: (3) 

Zone A - (Operating area) - $ .40 per LT. bd. ft. 

Zone B - (Non-operating area) - .72 U U 

Zone C - (.emote area) - 54 U U U 

Comment: 

Poor zoning in this county causes a high delinquent 

tax roll. 

PLULTtAS COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber; 

Timber is divided into three zones. Each zone is 

divide1 into six classes. Classes are governed by a variable 

of 10 M. bd. ft. per acre. An assessed value is then placed 

on each class as follows: 

Zone A - Timber is valued at l.5O per N. bd. ft. 

Zone B - Timber is valued at .75 " 'I 

Zone C - Timber is valued at .40 " " " " 
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Comment: 

The fault with this type of assessment is that all 

timber should not be assessed at the same value per thousand. 

In planning the zones, very little consideration has 

been given to accessibility. 

S IERRA COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

In Sierra County, timber is assessec at 6 to $16 per 

acre. (3) 

Comment: 

Poor method of assessing timberland. 

Tj'TAflA COLTNTY 

Method of Assessinç Timber: 

Flat base rate of $5 per acre. (3) 

Comment: 

Poor method of assessing timberland. 

BUTTE COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed on an acreage basis, the assessed 



value being from $5 to $15 per acre. (3) 

Comment: 

There is need for better classification of the county 

in order to establish the character of the timberland. Poor 

method of assessing timberland. 

****** 

PLACER COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed both on a M. bd. ft. base and an 

acreage base. The assessment is as follows: (3) 

M. bd. ft. - $ .50 to $1.00. 

Timber rights held separately from land title are 

assessed separately and the land is assessed to the fee owner 

at $2 per acre. 

Comment: 

Little consideration has been given to quantity and 

quality in fixing assessed values. 

****** 

DL DORADO COUNTY 

IJiethod of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed in this county on the basis of 

acreage. The range is from 6 to 2O per acre. In cases 

where timber rights are owned separately from land rights, 
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the timber is valued separately and the land is assessed at 

3 per acre. (3) 

Comment: 

This is a fair method due to the county having a 

trained assessor staff. 

AMADOR COTJ1TTY 

ITethod of Assessing Timber: 

Same general method as El Dorado County. Rates are 

as follows: (3) 

Rate - l5.00 per acre. 

Timber rights - 11.00 " 

Land rights - 5.00 ' fi 

Comment: 

Same as for El Dorado County. 

CALAITEFAS COUNTY 

Iethod of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed on an acreage basis of from $6 to 

$20 per acre. 

Comment: 

Same as for El Dorado County. 
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SOUTH SIERRA PINE REGION 

TtJOLTJiE COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed in this county on the acreage 

basis. Pine timber is assessed from $5 to $35 per acre and 

the small acreage of Big Tree are assessed at $125 per acre.() 

Comment: 

Poor assessment methods. 

M3IPOSA COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed from $5 to $35 per acre. (3) 

Comment: 

C ounty. 

A heavy tax burden is being carried by timber in this 

MADERA COUNTY 

Method of Assessing Timber: 

Timber in Î.Tadera County is assessed from $10 to $50 

per acre. These values were established in 1924 after a study 

of a cruise made by the United States Forest Service. 
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Comment: 

Timber in this county is bearing a maximum assessed 

value. This county, like other counties in this region, has 

small timber acreage. 

****** 

FRESNO COUNTY 

IJethod of Assessing Timber: 

Timber is assessed in this county on an acreage basis. 

The rate is $12.50 per acre. (3) 

Comment: 

Same as for Nadera County. 

TtJLARE COUNTY 

I'ethod of Assessinc Timber: 

Timber in this county is assessed on an acreage basis, 

the rate being from $4 to $25 per acre. (3) 

Comment: 

Sanie as Madera County. This county has a very high 

delinquent tax roll. (4) 
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SUIT1ARY OF NORTH SIERRA PINE REGION 

This region ranks next to the Redwood region in the 

high percentage of delinquent timber. 

This region also has the largest timber acreage in 

the stateS Msny counties in this region are largely 

dependent upon timber for tax revenue. The region is sub- 

ject to heavy destruction of timber from bug infestations 

and fire. Because of the enormous acreage in virgin timber, 

there is a great percentage of the area which will not be 

developed for many years to come. Due to the unequal and 

high assessed values on remote timber of negative realization 

value, the delinquent tax roll will continue to increase 

until some tax relief is afforded the owners. 

Timber is assessed 

1. On an acreage 

2. On a per iv bd. 

3. On a per M bd. 

Assessed values in 

1,330 per cent in some of 

in this region the following ways: 

as is 

ft. of all species. 

ft. of pine species only. 

this region have increased up to 

the counties. 
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SUiLL'.RY OF SOUTH SIERRA PThE REGION 

All the timber in this region is assessed on an 

acreage basis. The average assessed value per acre vary 

from a low of $4 per acre in Tulare County to a high of $50 

per acre in ITadera County. 

The one important timber county of this region 

(Tuolumne County) is in need of tax adjustment. With the 

exception of Tuolumne County, timber acreage and value is small 

in this region and the greater part of the virgin timber has 

been depleted. Tost of the remaining timber is scattered and 

isolated. 

Assessed values in this region have increased up to 

270 per cent in some counties during the last thirty years. 
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NON-C OMRC IAL REGION 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

!ethod of Assessing Timber: 

The present assessed values of timber in San Diego 

County are based on a complete county survey as made in l28 

by Tax Factors, Incorporated. The classification was made 

on the soil class plus an additional value on timber footage, 

resulting in an assessed value per acre from $2 to 6O. (4) 

Comment: 

I believe that as other counties lose all their corn- 

mercial timberland, they will adopt tuis form of assessing 

non-commercial forest lands. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The f inincs of this paper may be briefly stated as 

follows: 

1. Nethods of assessinR timber are varied, limited 

and o not permit of the reflection of tn.ie values in the 

assessed values. 

2. Assessment ratios indicate inequalities of values 

between timber properties and other taxable properties. 

3. The present assessed values of cut-over lands do 

not encourage their retention, nor promote the growing of 

timber. 

1. In some counties, the taxation of timber is on a 

value in excess of that which rill produce a reasonable re- 

turn on the investment. 

5. Unlimited tax levies are forcing large timber 

areas on the delinquent tax rolls. 

6. Exempt timber properties are increasing the tax 

burden and curtailing the markets of privately owned timber. 

7. Timber in some parts of the state has no value 

today, other than an expectation or speculative value which 

is of a doubtful definition. 

8. Equality in taxation of timber cannot be fully 

reached by an blanket rule. 

. Lack of information is the major cause of unproper 

valuation of timber. 
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Methods and Bases Used in Assessing Timber in the 

Redwood Region 

County Unit of Valuation Valuation Per Unit 

Del Norte M bd. ft. by zones 

Humboldt Subdivision ownership 

Mendocino M bd. ft. 

Sonoma Acreage 

Zone A - $1.00 per M 
Zone B - .75 per M 
Zone C - .50 per M 

Varied 

Redwood - .80 per M 
Douglas fir - $.40 per M 

$18.00 per acre 

Santa Cruz Acreage 20.00 to $50.00 per acre 

Table II 

Methods and Bases Used in Assessing Timber in the 

Coast Range Pine & Fir Region 

County Unit of Valuation 

West Slskiyou Acreage 

Trinity Acreage & M bd. ft. 

West Shasta Acreage 

West Tehama Use of acreage 

Lake Acreage 

Valuatio: 

$5.00 to 

.50 per 

$5.00 to 

Var i ed 

$2.50 to 

L Per Unit 

$7.00 per acre 

M 

12.00 per acre 

$6.25 per acre 



Table III 

Methods and Bases Used in Assessing Timber in the 

North Sierra egion 

County Unit of Valuation Tsluation Per Unit 

East Siskiyou Acreage 

East Shasta Acreage 

East Teharna M bd. ft. & lineal 
ft. 

Modoc Acreage - M bd. ft. 
by zones 

Lassen M bd. ft. by zones 

Plumas M bd. ft. by zones 

Sierra Acreage 

Nevada Acreage 

Butte Acreage 

Placer Acreage & M bd. ft. 

El Dorado Acreage 

Amador Acreage 

Calaveras Acreage 
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$8.00 to $11.00 per acre 

$5.00 to 17.0O per acre 

Sugar pine $1.15 per M 
Yellow pine .90 per M 
i'ir .50 per L'I 

Others .25 per L: 

poles & piles .20 per 
lineal ft. 

Zone A - l.25 per M 
Zone B - 1.00 per M 
Zone C - .75 per M 
Other - 2.50 per acre 

Zone A - .°0 per M 
Zone B - .72 per M 
Zone C - .54 per M 

Zone A - $1.50 per M 
Zone B - .75 per M 
Zone C - .40 per M 

$6.00 to $16.00 per acre 

5.00 per acre 

$4.00 to $20.00 per acre 

$10.00 per acre 
$ .50 to $1.00 per M 

6.00 to $20.00 per acre 

5.O0 to l8.00 per acre 

I6.00 to $20.00 per acre 
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Table IV 

Methods and Bases Used in Assessing Timber in the 

South Sierra Region 

County Unit of Valuation Valuation Per Unit 

Tuolumne Acreage $5.00 to 35.00 per acre 

Mariposa Acreage $10.00 to 35.00 per acre 

Madera Acreage $10.00 to $50.00 per acre 

Fresno Acreage $15.00 to $20.00 per acre 

Tulare Acreage $4.00 to $25.00 per acre 

Table V 

Methods and Bases Used in Assessing Timber in the 

Non-conunercial Region 

County Unit of Valuation Valuation Per Unit 

San Diego Acreage $2.00 to $60.00 per acre 
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