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INTRODUCTION

Purpose of this paper

The purpose of this paper is to give the reader a general know

ledge of the markets, uses and relative prices of the minor forest

species of Western Oregon. The following species will be considered:

Pacific Yew (Taxus brevifolia). Northern Black Cottonwood (Populus

trichocarpa var. hastata), Red Alder (Alnus rubra), Oregon White Oak

(Quercus garryana), Oregon Myrtle (Umbellularia californica), Bigleaf

Maple (Acer macrophyllum), Cascara Buckthorn (Rhamnus purshiana), Pa

cific Madrone (Arbutus menziesii) and Oregon Ash (Fraxinus oregona).

Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia), while not indigenous to Western

Oregon, will be considered because of its value in the fence post in

dustry. Other minor species whose commercial use is more indefinite,

including some of the flower and fruit producing shrubs, will be dis

cussed depending on the information available. The main lumber and

pulp producing species are considered to be major species.

In preparing this paper the author has attempted to cover the

field as adequately as possible, however, due to the lack of compiled

data, broadness of the subject and the time required to search out the

many varying uses and markets, he does not feel that the topic has been

covered. This should be considered as a start towards a better under

standing of our minor forest species, their markets and uses.

Western Oregon is defined as shown in Figure 1. Hood River, Mult

nomah, Columbia, Clatsop, Tillamook, Washington, Yamhill, Clackamas,

Polk, Marion, Benton, Lincoln, Linn, Lane, Coos, Douglas and Curry

counties are included.

Importance of the problem

The climate of Western Oregon is in general, mild, humid and usual

ly favorable to vegetative growth. Species growing from the upper reaches
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of the Cascades to the Pacific Coast are included, however, the more im

portant commercial species are found along the streams and fertile bot

tom lands. As a rule the bulk of the species that are used commercially

come from the more accessible parts of the region. Many farm woodlot

owners in the Willamette Valley and coastal area have small amounts of

various species in their timber holdings. Due perhaps to the general

opinion that these trees are of little value or to a lack of understand

ing of the markets and uses that do exist, much of the material is used

for fuel wood and the rest is either left on the ground or is burned in

slash fires.

A considerable amount of various hardwood species is used in the

home workshop. As a rule these woods are shipped in from some other

part of the country, while many of our western trees could be used for

this purpose if a general knowledge of their qualities and source of

supply were known.

Review of related previous studies

Numerous small items published in the various trade journals from

time to time, several theses compiled from related studies and a few

government bulletins comprise the bulk of the published material on

this subject. Perhaps the most thorough of these is the work of Her

man M. Johnson of the Pacific Northwest Forest Experiment Station. The

government publications (U.S.D.A. Circular No. 225), "Utilization of

Bigleaf Maple of the Pacific Northwest", published in 1932 and (U.S.D.A.

Department Bulletin No. 1437), "Red Alder of the Pacific Northwest", pub

lished in 1926 deal with the importance of the species, range, annual

production and consumption, properties, utilization by industries,

methods of handling, values and uses of these species. Mr. Johnson

was the joint author of the later publication. Fremont McComb, a for

mer Oregon State student prepared a paper on "The Utilization of Oregon

Hardwoods in Furniture Manufacturing." Other theses on similar or re-
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lated topics have been compiled at various times. A complete list of

the material used in preparing this paper appears in the bibliography.

Sources of data

The various trade journal articles, the bulletins and theses were

drawn upon wherever applicable. Specific uses and markets were obtained

through personnel interviews and correspondence.
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CHAPTER I

PRINCIPAL WESTERN OREGON HARDWOODS

Red Alder (Alnus rubra)

Range

Red alder is one of the more conspicuous hardwoods of western Oregon.

It ranges from Alaska to California, with its commercial range limited

to the moist areas of western Oregon and Washington, also to some extent

in southwestern British Columbia.

Occurrence

"Borders of streams and adjacent moist bottoms, benches, and gentle
slopes; in fairly well-drained, rich humus, rocky, or gravelly soils.
Largest in Puget Sound country. Abundant soil moisture and rich soil
requisite for best growth.

In extensive belts (at north), patches, and line of pure growth,
or sometimes mingled with Nuttall and other willows, black Cottonwood,
grand fir, broadleaf and vine maples, and western dogwood (14)."

It is found in quite heavy stands in western Lincoln, Tillamook, and

Lane counties. On logged or burned-over areas in the coastal region, red

alder is usually found with the coniferous reproduction that is being re

established.

Properties

"The wood is uniformly reddish brown in color, rather fine, even-
grained, compact, hard and fairly strong. In addition, it turns and glues
well, takes an excellent polish and shows no appreciable tendency to warp,
check, shrink or swell (11)."

"It also takes glue, paint, and enamel well, end when stained it re
sembles mahogany or black walnut. Oil or alchol stains are particularly
adaptable to alder. It is moderately light in weight, being lighter than
any other western hardwood except black Cottonwood. In comparison to com
peting woods which are used in furniture, such as red gum, yellow poplar,
basswood, etc., red alder has been found to be as desirable as any of them.
Red alder is adaptable to all types of glue, and no difficulty is experienc
ed in making the joints as strong as the wood itself (10)."

Uses

The greater portion of red alder goes into the manufacture of furni

ture (frames for overstuffed furniture, exposed parts on lower grade fur-
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niture, chairs, tables), broom handles, interior work, saddles, pulleys,

paper plugs, turnery and veneer.

Table I

Red alder lumber production in M board feet

Year Volume

1930 8,349
1931 6,397
1932 5,734
1933 12,724
1934 7,050
1935 10,734
1936 13,425
1937 10,591
1938 5,983
1939 8,902

(21)

Supply

The present supply of red alder in western Oregon according to the

latest data available is 1,481,386 thousand board feet.

Table II

Supply of red alder, trees over 12" DBH,
in western Oregon in M board feet

County Volume

Benton 5,294
Clackamas 7,084
Clatsop 38,903
Columbia 3,864
Coos 176,182
♦Josephine

Lincoln 599,591
Linn 18,059
Multnomah 450
Marion 7,903
Polk 8,599
Tillamook 140,025
Washington 3,688
Yamhill 14,348
Lane 271,667
Curry 10,592
Douglas 174,821
Jackson 336

♦Known to occur in inconsequential quantities

(6)
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Bigleaf Maple (Acer macrophyllum)

Range

Bigleaf maple occurs on about the same range as does red alder

(Alnus rubra), ranging from Alaska southward through British Columbia,

Washington, Oregon and into northern California. Its commercial range

is usually limited to western Oregon and Washington.

Occurrence

"Borders of foothill and low mountain streams and in alluvial river
bottoms (here largest); in moist, gravelly, and rich humus soils. Best
growth in Oregon and Washington Coast region. Forms practically pure
dense stands over large areas, but often with California laurel and low
land fir (14)."

Bigleaf maple may usually be found growing in small clumps, or in

mixture with coniferous forests of the Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga taxi-

folia) type. It varies for a short, crooked tree only 25 to 30 feet in

height to a straight, tall tree 60 to 80 feet tall and from 14 to 30

inches in diameter. When grown in dense stands the boles are relative

ly clear from one-half to two-thirds of their height.

Properties

A freshly cut section is nearly white in color and shows very lit

tle difference between the heartwood and sapwood.

"When the wood is fully seasoned, its surface is light brown with a
slight reddish tint. The finished color after seasoning is somewhat de
sirable since most of the wood used for exterior purposes is stained to
imitate either black walnut or mahogany. The grain of the wood is usual
ly straight and of uniform texture. Curly and bird's eye figures occur
less frequently than in the eastern maples; most of the figured material
is obtained from burls. The wood weighs about the same as the silver
and red maples; it is stronger than silver maple, and weaker than either
red or sugar maple. In hardness it ranks harder than silver maple and
softer than either red or sugar maple, (10)."

Uses

Furniture, flooring, interior work, fixtures, handles, rollers,

veneer and turnery. It turns well, takes a good polish, glues satis

factorily, takes paint and enamel well and can be stained to imitate

mahogany or walnut. If properly dried and cared for, bigleaf maple
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does not shrink, swell, check, or warp seriously in place (10).

Table III

Bigleaf maple lumber production in M board feet

Year Volume

1930 5,830
1931 3,094
1932 1,805
1933 2,955
1934 3,955
1935 3,190
1936 3,905
1937 5,052
1938 1,768
1939 2,067

(21)

Supply

The present supply of bigleaf maple in western Oregon according to

the latest data available is 473,147 thousand board feet.

Table IV

Supply of Bigleaf maple, trees over 12" DBH,
in western Oregon in M board feet

County Volume

Benton 15,089
Clackamas 3,721
Clatsop 14,257
Columbia 5,400
Coos 109,274

♦Josephine

Linn 73,503
Multnomah 590
Marion 8,086
Polk 16,873
Tillamook 5,620
Yamhill 13,602
Lane 117,910
Curry 5,475
Douglas 83,564
Jackson 183

♦Known to occur in inconsequential quantities

(6)
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Black Cottonwood (Populus trichocarpa)

Range

Black cottonwood occurs on relatively the same range as does red al

der (Alnus rubra) and bigleaf maple (Acer macrophyllum).

"Coast ranges of southern Alaska and southward through interior Yu
kon Territory, British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon, to southern
California (San Jacento Mountains); reported also in northern Idaho and
Montana. Northern range still imperfectly known (14)."

Occurrence

It is found in commercial quantities mainly along the Columbia River

and throughout the Willamette Valley.

"At lower levels on river bottoms, sand bars, and banks, in sand,
humus, rich soils, where it is largest; at higher elevations, in canyon
bottoms and gulches, in moist, sandy or gravelly soil, where it is much
smaller.

Forms belts and limited forests of pure growth, or occurs in mixture.
At north, with willows, red and Sitka alders, vine and broadleaf maples,
lowland fir, Douglas-fir; southward, at higher levels, with red and white
alders, incense cedar, and occasionally Douglas-fir (14)."

Properties

The wood is a grayish white, soft, odorless, tasteless, straight and

even-grained, very light, long-fibered and readily nailed, glued and

veneered (ll). It is highly susceptible to rot and hence can not be al

lowed to stand outside for more than about 30 days.

"Because of its softness, light color and long, straight fiber, it
is particularly adapted to pulp and excelsior manufacture. Its color,
lack of odor, lightness, cheapness and facility in nailing, fit it especial-
ly for box material (ll)."

The trees are straight as a rule and because of the ease with which

they prune themselves, they are relatively clear for the most part.

Uses

Veneer, woodenware, boxes, excelsior, furniture, fixtures, caskets,

and cooperage may be listed as suitable uses of black cottonwood.
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Table V
i

Black cottonwood lumber production in M board feet

Year Volume

1930 4,296
1931 950

1932 1,543
1933 5,120
1934 7,919
1935 5,752
1936 10,749
1937 7,092
1938 4,835
1939 7,185

(21)

SupjDly_

The present supply of black cottonwood in western Oregon according

to the latest data available is 78,994 thousand board feet.

Table VI

Supply of black cottonwood, trees over 12" DBH,
in western Oregon in M board feet

County Volume

Benton 1,500
Clackamas 12,951

♦Clatsop

Coos 109,274
Josephine 275

♦Lincoln

Linn 11,921
Multnomah 11,720
Marion 12,681
Polk 760
♦Tillamook

Washington 1, W®
Yamhill 3,787
Lane 17,019
Curry 400
Douglas 270
Jackson 3,780

♦Known to occur in inconsequential quantities

(6)
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Oregon White Oak (Quercus garryana)

Range

Oregon white oak occurs most abundantly in the Willamette, Rogue

River and Umpqua valleys of western Oregon.

"Valleys and dry, gravelly slopes and table lands from Vancouver
Island southward through western Washington and Oregon into coast ranges
of northern and central California; generally at elevations from near
sea-level to 3,000 or 4,000 feet, (14)."

Occurrence

"In alluvial high bottoms, valleys, prairies; less commonly on dry
hill and (north) mountain slopes. In deep, fresh, humus soils (largest
in west ?/ashington and Oregon), and also in dry, gravelly or rocky soils
(small or scrubby). Occurs only in open mixture; usually with Kellogg
oak and Douglas-fir, but also with madrona, western yellow pine, and Ore
gon ash (14)."

Properties

The heartwood is yellowish-brown, the narrow sapwood is nearly white.

It is very hard, tough and durable, fairly strong and is used where steam

ing and bending can be employed. It is very well adapted to use where the

ability to vdthstand extreme mechanical wear is needed. Its limiting fac

tors appear to be in its brashness, tendency to check, difficulty with

which it is worked and the relatively small amount of clear lumber that

can be obtained from the logs.

Uses

Saddles, boats, insulator pins, furniture, fuel, handles, fixtures,

farm machinery, posts and interior finishes.

Table VII

Oregon white oak lumber production in M board feet

Year Volume

1930 34
1933 51
1934 4
1935 1
1936 43
1937 58
1938 18
1939 31

(21)
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Supply

The present supply of Oregon white oak in western Oregon according

to the latest data available is 92,139 thousand board feet.

Table VIII

Supply of Oregon white oak, trees over 12" DBH,
in western Oregon in M board feet

County Volume

Benton 300

Clackamas 466

♦Columbia

♦Coos

Josephine 11,654
Lincoln 3,858
Linn 1,339
Multnomah 270

Marion 3,736
Polk 400

Washington 500
Yamhill 13,008
Lane 3,631
Curry 2,513
Douglas 46,155
Jackson 4,309

♦Known to occur in inconsequential quantities

(6)

Oregon Ash (Fraxinus Qregona

Range

Oregon ash occurs most abundantly in Marion and Yamhill counties.

It is usually found along stream bottoms. The main commercial range is

in Lane, Linn, Polk, and Yamhill counties.

"From Puget Sound (shores) southward through Washington, Oregon,
and California (coast region to San Francisco Bay; on foothills of
Sierra Nevada Mountains to mountains of San Bernardino and San Diego
counties). Also reported from the southern part of British Columbian
coast (14).

Occurrence

"In vicinity of streams, on alluvial bottoms and flats; in rich,
deep, humus, sandy soils or in moist, rocky, gravelly ones; largest in
richer sites (southwestern Oregon) and correspondingly small or stunted
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in poorer situations. At north, occasionally in very small pure patches,
but usually in rather close stands with red alder, broad leaf maple,
California laurel, occasional grand fir, and Pacific post oak; at south,
with white alder and California sycamore (14)."

Properties

The wood of Oregon Ash is pale brown in color, with a thick layer

of sapwood. It is usually coarse-grained and is adaptable to bending.

It is not very durable, but compares favorably with the eastern timber

ashes in the uses for which they are employed.

Uses

The coarseness of the surface due to the large pores limits its use

as a furniture wood or in places where it is exposed as a finish wood.

It is used mainly for furniture (braces, boats, handles, and saddle^.

Table IX

Oregon ash lumber production in H board feet

Year Volume

1930 128

1931 127
1932 16

1933 81
1936 385
1937 305
1938 197

1939 171

(21)

Supply

The present supply of Oregon ash in western Oregon according to the

latest data available is 30,579 thousand board feet.



Table X

Supply of Oregon ash, trees over 12" DBH,
in western Oregon in M board feet

County Volume

Benton 200

Clackamas 2,016
♦Clatsop

♦Columbia

♦Coos

♦Josephine

♦Lincoln

Linn 2,584
Multnomah 600
Marion 10,539
Polk 2,375
♦Tillamook

Washington 2,681
Yamhill 6,690
Lane 254
Curry 152
Douglas 1,680
Jackson 808

♦Known to occur in inconsequential quantities

(6)

13.
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CHAPTER II

SPECIALTY WOODS

Pacific Yew (Taxus brevifolia)

Range

Pacific yew is a tree that is little known to the general public.

It tends to grow sigly or in small groups intermingled mth the coniferous

species in the moist regions of the Pacific Coast.

"Pacific coast region south from the southern tip of Alaska (An
nette and Graviana Islands) and east to Selkirk Mountains; through west
ern Oregon and Washington to California (coast ranges south to southern
Lake County and western slopes of Sierra Nevada to Tulare County); moun
tains of eastern Washington and Oregon and Montana (east to western
slope of Continental Divide, south at least to south end Bitterroot Moun
tains, Idaho, and Swan Lake, Montana) (14)."

Occurrence

It reaches its largest size in the moist flats and benches or in

creek bottoms of western Oregon and Washington. It grows singly or in

small groups intermingled with Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia), grand

fir (Abies grandis), Bigleaf maple (Acer macrophyllum), vine maple (Acer

circinatum) and redwood (Sequoia sempervirens).

Properties

The wood is a clear rose-red, gradually becoming darker and duller

with exposure. It is fine-grained, dense, heavy and very durable. The

trunk is usually fluted and the diameter growth is usually eccentric.

It has a conical shape, with the branches extending nearly to the ground

except in very dense stands.

Uses

Due to the elasticity of the wood, the Pacific yew is used mainly

for bows. It is also used for canoe paddles, small turnery, small cabi

net work, inlay work and to some extent for posts. No figures are avail

able on the amount of lumber or wood taken out of the woods as it is

usually harvested by the woodworker himself. It is taken from the woods

in the form of staves.
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supply.

89,000 board feet of Pacific yew was reported in the report of for

est statistics for Polk County. It was also reported as occurring in

inconsequential quantities in Coos County.

Oregon Myrtle (Umbellularia californica)

Range

The Oregon myrtle is quite restricted in its natural range.

"Southwestern Oregon (South Fork of Umpqua River, Coos County) and
southward in coast ranges and Sierras (from head of Sacramento Valley)
to southern border of California. In north, at sea level to 1,500 feet;
in south, 2,000 to 4,000 feet elevation (14).

Occurrence

It is a tree that grows in the moist stream borders, low canyons,

on rocky to rich humus soil where constant, abundant soil moisture is

available.

"Forms dense clumps and small patches (as a shrubby tree), or is
scattered singly and in groups (as a larger tree) with broadleaf maple,
California sycamore, red and white alders, madrona, and tan-bark and can
yon live oaks. Largest in southwest Oregon and adjacent California;
smaller elsewhere, especially in Sierras (14)."

Properties

The wood of Oregon myrtle is very hard, heavy and takes a fine polish.

Some of the lumber is open grained and some rather close grained. It is

very difficult to work and is extremely hard on tools. Seasoning of the

wood is very slow and requires about one year air drying to the inch in

board thickness. Kiln drying does not appear to be satisfactory because

the wood loses its natural lively appearance and will often be very brit

tle and of extremely hard texture.

Uses

The wood of the Oregon myrtle is used primarily for novelties and

specialized furniture making (veneer form mostly), high-class gun stock

Hanks and sometimes as a hardwood of great strength for shipyard dry-
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docking. It is also used as keel blocks.

supply

The present supply of Oregon myrtle in western Oregon according to

the latest available data is 63,588 thousand board feet.

Table XI

Supply of Oregon myrtle, trees over 12" DBH,
in western Oregon in M board feet

County Volume

Coos 50,035
♦Josephine

Curry 13,553
♦Douglas

♦Known to occur in inconsequential quantities

Pacific Madrone (Arbutus mensiesii)

Range

Coast region of southern British Columbia and Washington to southern

California; reported also in northern lower California. Range still im

perfectly known (14).

Occurrence

"On borders of desert streams and sinks; in gravelly or loamy soils.
Forms open groups and patches of pure growth, or occasionally interspers
ed with desert willow and cottonwood (14)."

Properties

The wood of the Pacific madrone is a dull reddish brown in color with

whitish sapwood. Its properties are somewhat siiailar to those of Oregon

myrtle (Umbellularia californica). When dry the wood is very hard but

cuts as easily as softwood when green. It is heavy, fine grained and dense.

Uses

The principle use of madrone is for the burls. The burls are used

to some extent locally, but are mainly exported. Face veneer is cut from

(6)
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the burls. It is also used to some extent for small cabinet work, inlay

and turnery.

Supply

The present supply of .Pacific madrone in western Oregon according to

the latest data available is 274,729 thousand board feet.

Table XII

Supply of Pacific madrone, trees over 12" DBH,
in western Oregon in M board feet

County Volume

Coos 3,866
Josephine 3,055
Curry 9,152
Douglas 228,212
Jackson 3,444

(6)
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CHAPTER III

OTHER HARDWOOD SPECIES

Cascara Buckthorn (Rhamnus purshiana)

The Cascara tree is found from Puget Sound southward to Lower Cali

fornia. It requires climatic conditions similar to those of Red Alder

and ranges from relatively low elevations in the northern reaches of its

range to high foothill slopes in its southern range. The market for Cas

cara is through the sale of the bark for its medicinal qualities. A mar

ket for Cascara bark can usually be found in the towns end cities of its

natural habitat. Second hand stores, junk dealers and private individuals

make up the bulk of the buyers although they all, in turn, sell the bark

through one company which controls the Cascara industry fairly well.

Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)

Tftiile the Black Locust is not native to Oregon, it enters the economy

of this section of the country in that it appears to make good growth in

the average wood lot or stump ranch of western Oregon. If Black Locust

can be grown on a twelve to fifteen year rotation as is now believed and

marketed as fence posts, it should compete very well with our native species.

In some parts of the country the Black Locust is grown for railroad ties.

It is used extensively for erosion control planting because of its cosmo

politan nature. The wood does not shrink or swell much with various

changes in moisture content and hence is used for insulator pins and tree

nails.

Miscellaneous Hardwood Species

Tan Oak, Bitter Cherry, California Black Oak, Canyon Live Oak, Dog

wood, Ninebark and Vine Maple are included in this group. These species

do not enter the commercial market to any great extent because of limit

ed range or small size. They are all hardwoods and are suitable for furni-
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ture work, cabinet work and small turnery when found in large enough

sizes and quantities. The Ninebark finds a use in footings for arrows.

It stands up well as an arrow footing, but is limited in its use because

of its light color. Most archers seem to desire a footing of a darker

colored wood that will contrast with cedar shafts.
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CHAPTER IV

OTHER MINOR SPECIES

This group includes the various flowering shrubs and that material

commonly referred to as "brush". The flowering shrubs such as Rhododen

dron, Azalea and Oregon Grape are used to some extent in landscaping,

however they usually do not enter the commercial market. Oregon grape

and Blueberry Elder are used locally for jams and jellies. Manzanita

and Mountain Mahogany are used as fuel wood and as a material for smok

ing meat. Foxglove is gathered for its medicinal qualities; Sword Fern

is used for casket lining, decorations and various floral purposes;

Mistletoe finds a use in Christmas decorations; Fir Balsam, Devil's

Club Root, and Fire Weed are also used for medicinal purposes. Huckle

berries are harvested by commercial pickers, recreationists and Indians.

The principal market for huckleberries are roadside stands and in the

towns and cities. Manzanita can be utilized as pipe burl stock.
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SUMMARY

The utilization of the minor forest products and species has a defi

nite place in the economy of Western Oregon. A publication, "The Wood-

using Industries of Oregon" published in February, 1911 was compiled by

Howard B. Oakleaf. This publication gives very thorough coverage of the

topic on which I am writing but is of course, out of date. I could not

find any recent writings that dealt with this topic that covered the uses

and markets for our native woods. Many papers have been prepared that

deal with some specialized field.

Many farm woodlot and timber owners in the Willamette valley and the

coastal area have small amounts of various species in their timber hold

ings. Due perhaps to the general opinion that these trees or shrubs are

of little value or a lack of understanding of the markets and uses that

do exist, much of the material is used for fuel wood and the rest is either

left on the ground or burned in slash fires. This is a field that is open

to private enterprise and initiative. Potential markets exist for near

ly all of the products that can be harvested from forested land. In the

yuletide season, greenery, Christmas trees, cones (for wreaths and im

pregnated with chemicals for fireplace burning), mistletoe and preserves

made from the native wild berries and fruits can be sold. However, in

most cases, no definite established market exists. It is mainly up to

the individual who has or can secure these commodities to seek the mar

kets that are available and open new ones. A potential market can be

found in all of the towns and cities for the native hardwood species that

are suitable for turnery and the hobby woodworking shop. Many people have

a shop in their basements or some room in the house and spend much of

their spare time working with wood. At the present time most of this

wood is from an eastern source when our native woods could fill the bill

if someone took the initiative to go after the market. Fir Balsam, Devil's
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Club root, Foxglove leaves and the fire weed are products that are usable

for their medicinal qualities. I have been unable to trace the markets

for these commodities but a market does exist.

In preparing this paper I have attempted to determine the uses and

markets that are open to our native woods. The field is very broad and

much time is required to search out the many varying uses and markets that

do exist. In view of this it should be remembered that this paper does

not cover the subject completely but should be considered as a start to

wards a better understanding of our minor forest species, their markets

and uses.

Personnel interviews are suggested as the best way to collect data

for the continuation of this study. Letters have proven to be inadequate

probably because they do not impart the true meaning that the writer wish

es to express.
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DIRECTORY OF FIRMS UTILIZING THE MINOR FOREST

SPECIES OF WESTERN OREGON

Furniture

R. Veal and Sons Albany, Oregon

Doernbecker Mfg. Co Portland, Oregon

B. P. John Furniture Co Portland, Oregon

Portland Furniture Mfg. Co Portland, Oregon

Sterling Furniture Manufacturers Portland, Oregon

Archery

Gilman Keasey Corvallis, Oregon

Harry D. Hobson Salem, Oregon

L. L. Dailey Eugene, Oregon

W. I. King Eugene, Oregon

W. A. Cochran Eugene, Oregon

Earl Ullrach Roseburg, Oregon

Homer Prouty Portland, Oregon

Rose City Archery Co Portland, Oregon

Burls

Alfred A. Loeb Portland, Oregon

Wooden Plugs

Bittner Plug Co Sandy, Oregon

Myrtle jYood

Truman Hartley Broadbent, Oregon

Beaumont's Marshfield, Oregon

Myrtlewood Crafters, Inc Marshfield, Oregon

The Specialty Shop Brownsville, Oregon



Other Wood Industries

Oregon Handle Mfg. Co...,

Talley Manufacturing Co...

J. L. Brundage

American Bat Co

George Elkerton

24.

Newberg, Oregon

Woodburn, Oregon

Scappoose, Oregon

Woodburn, Oregon

Portland, Oregon
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APPENDIX A

March 25, 1942

American Bat Co.

Woodburn, Oregon

Dear Sir:

A thesis on some phase of forestry is required to fulfill our work
toward a Bachelor of Science degree in Forestry here at Oregon State Col
lege. "Utilization of Minor Forest Species of Western Oregon" is the
topic I am working on. As there has been little research on this subject,
it is necessary for me to get data from such persons as yourself.

The species that I am interested in are the various hardwood species
that are grown here in western Oregon and the minor coniferous species
that are not in the main lumber or pulp producing class. Could you supply
me with the following information with the above in mind?

1. What species do you use?

2. What is the use of each species?

3. In what form do you purchase the wood?

4. What are the relative prices paid to the grower for the wood?

I would appreciate it very much if you could give me this information.

Sincerely yours,

Wayne L. Peterson
636 S. 16th

Corvallis, Oregon



Number

3

4

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

LETTERS SENT

Company

Timber Products Company
Medbrd, Oregon

R. Veal and Sons

Albany, Oregon

Uptegrove Lumber Company
Astoria, Oregon

Dayton Box Company
Dayton, Oregon

Grants Pass Wood Products Company
Grants Pass, Oregon

Junction City Woodworking Company
Junction City, Oregon

Ewauna Box Company
Klamath Falls, Oregon

Kesterson Lumber Corporation
Klamath Falls, Oregon

Klamath Cabinet Shop
Klamath Falls, Oregon

E. B. Gehrke
Marshfield, Oregon

Savage and Company
Myrtle Point, Oregon

Oregon Handle Company
Newberg, Oregon

Doernbecker Mfg. Company
Portland, Oregon

Great Norther Casket Company
Portland, Oregon

B. P. John Furniture Company
Portland, Oregon

West Made Desk Company
Portland, Oregon

Western Cooperage Company
Portland, Oregon

Saar, A. F.
Portland, Oregon

28.

Answered Useable



19 Bittner Plug Company
Sandy, Oregon x

20 St. Helens Wood Products Company
St. Helens, Oregon

21 Western Box Company
Eugene, Oregon

22 Timber Products Company
Medford, Oregon

23 Mt. Angel Box Company
Mt. Angel, Oregon

24 Oregon Trail Lumber Company
Union, Oregon

25 Prouty Lumber and Box Company
Warrenton, Oregon

26 Oscar Auested
Portland, Oregon x

27 Harry D. Hobson
Salem, Oregon x

28 Tommy Luke
Portland, Oregon x

29 The George Lawrence Company
Portland, Oregon x

30 Smith Wood Products Company
Coquille, Oregon x

31 Northwest Paper Sales Company
Portland, Oregon x

32 Brown, Moffitt and Towne
Portland, Oregon

33 Astoria Chamber of Commerce
Astoria, Oregon x

34 Salem Chamber of Commerce
Salem, Oregon x

35 Charles G. Watts
Sappoose, Oregon x

36 Newberg Chamber of Commerce
Newberg, Oregon x

37 Marshfield Chamber of Commerce
Marshfield, Oregon x

29.



38 Coquilfe Chamber of Commerce
Coquille, Oregon

39 American Bat Company
Woodburn, Oregon

40 Alfred A. Loeb

Portland, Oregon

41 U. S. Forest Service

Mount Hood National Forest

Portland, Oregon

42 Richard V. Bausher

Allentown, Pennsylvania

43 Soil Conservation Service
Oregon City, Oregon

44 Tillamook Chamber of Commerce

Tillamook, Oregon

45 Newport Chamber of Commerce
Newport, Oregon

46 Waldport Chamber of Commerce
Waldport, Oregon

47 Roseburg Chamber of Commerce
Roseburg, Oregon

48 Grants Pass Chamber of Commerce

Grants Pass, Oregon

49 McMinnville Chamber of Commerce
McMinnville, Oregon

50 Vernonia Chamber of Commerce
Vernonia, Oregon

51 Eugene Chamber of Commerce
Eugene, Oregon

52 North Bend Chamber of Commerce
North Bend, Oregon

53 Reedsport Chamber of Commerce
Reedsport, Oregon

54 Oswego Chamber of Commerce
Oswego, Oregon

55 Oliver and Tompson Florists
Portland, Oregon

56 George Elkerton
Portland, Oregon

30.



57 Mr. Stouder

Alsea, Oregon

58 Kirk Evergreen Company
Marshfield, Oregon

59 Bear Creek Orchards

Medford, Oregon

60 Truman Hartley
Broadbent, Oregon

61 Leo A. Issac

Pacific N. W. Forest and Range
Experiment Station

Portland, Oregon

62 Thos. W. Allen

New Bligh Building
Salem, Oregon

63 M and M Wood Working Company
Portland, Oregon

64 Portland Furniture Mfg. Company
Portland, Oregon

65 The Cabinet and Box Factory
Albany, Oregon

66 Valley Manufacturing Company
Woodburn, Oregon

67 Oregon Casket Company
Portland, Oregon
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APPENDIX B

Table XIII

Lumber production by region and species, Oregon (21)

(in thousand feet board measure)

West Side (Hardwoods)

32.

Species 1928 1930 1932 1934 1936 1938 1939

Ash 237 128 385 197 171

Cottonwood 1,503 4,296 1,543 7,919 10,749 4,835 7,185

Maple 3,650 5,830 1,805 3,955 3,905 1,768 2,067
Oak — — — -- 43 18 31

Alder 4,625 8,357 5,734 7,050 13,425 5,983 —

All Other 5 26 16 4 527 182 8,902
10,020 18,637 9,098 18,928 29,034 12,983 18,356

Table XIV

Summary of current annual Hardwood growth (21)

Unit

Western Oregon
Area l/
Acres

Current Annual

M Cubic Feet

Growth 2/
M Board Feet

Columbia River

Willamette River

North Oregon Coast z/
Umpqua River
South Oregon Coast 4/
Rogue River

65,716
121,207

226,363
77,118

119,484
151,507
761,395

2,357
2,734
5,649
1,549
2,954
2,640

17,883

2,586
5,142

40,553
64

2,891
273

51,509

l/ Areas shown are totals for hardwood timberland (type 31) and Oak-Madrone
Woodland (type 4).

2/ Growth in cubic feet is shown for all trees 3.6 inches or more in DBH.
Growth in board feet is shown for all trees 11.6 inches or more in DBH,
estimated in 8-foot logs to 10-inch top, Scribner Rule.

3/ Data include 182,060 acres of potential coniferous forest land tem
porarily occupied by hardwoods.

4/ Data include 14,520 acres of potential coniferous forest land temporari
ly occupied by hardwoods.



Table XV

1937 Log and Burl Exports (19)

District of OregonItem

Burls (Pounds)
Ash, Oregon
Madrone, Pacific
Maple, Bigleaf
Myrtle, Oregon
Redwood

Walnut, Black

Logs (Ft. Brereton Scale)l/
Ash, Oregon
Cottonwood, Northern Black
Maple, Bigleaf
Myrtle, Oregon
Walnut, Black

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

Columbia River

1/ To reduce to Scribner or Spaulding Scale divide by 2.

33.

Total

5,905
253,108
788,364
289,679
38,444
12,780

700

788,000
47,645
24,049
20,178



I •

WASHINGTON:
I-EASTERN
2-WESTERN

OREGON:
l-EASTERN
3-WESTERN
3-KLAMATH

Figure 4.—Stumpage regions in Washington and Oregon.
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