
 

Oregon Multicultural Archives (OMA) 

The OMA assists in preserving the histories and sharing 

the stories that document Oregon’s   

African American, Asian American, Latino/a, and Native 

American communities 

http://scarc.library.oregonstate.edu/oma/  

Contact Information: Natalia Fernández, OSU’s Oregon Multicultural Archivist natalia.fernandez@oregonstate.edu  Jean Moule, OSU Associate Professor Emeritus moulej@oregonstate.edu   

Natalia Fernández began working at OSU in November of 2010 as the curator of OSU’s Oregon Multicultural Archives which is dedicated to preserving and sharing the histories of people of color in Oregon. As an assistant 

professor, she teaches primary source literary skills often in collaboration with professors to develop projects featuring OMA collections. Jean Moule earned her Ph.D. from Oregon State University; she has been on the faculty 

at OSU since 1998. Moule's areas of expertise include cultural competence and teacher preparation for a diverse student population. Moule and Fernández began their professional relationship through Moule’s donation of an 

archival collection to the OMA and subsequent oral history interviews. The two have since collaborated as co-instructors of an Honors College colloquia class Sundown Towns In Oregon.  

Multicultural educators and archivists can collaborate to create assignments so that students can both learn 

in-depth research skills with primary source documents and, on a broader level, engage with their local 

community history to break down perceived boundaries between cultures.  

I learned about why the archives are important and what sort of data and materials they store. I thought 

it was fascinating to look through historical documents and discover material which has possibly been 

neglected for years, a small fact adrift in the ocean of history.  ~ “Sundown Towns” Student 

Collaboration between an Archivist and Professors: Fernández partnered with the class “Untold 

Stories: The Histories of People of Color in Oregon” to develop an archival research project 

regarding OSU’s multicultural history.  
 

Student Engagement: The students conducted archival research in the university’s archives 

to learn about the histories of students of color on campus. They gathered, analyzed, and 

synthesized their research findings; selected images to include in the guidebook; and 

learned how to properly cite their sources.  
 

Sharing the Knowledge Learned: Fernández then compiled the information into a campus 

tour guidebook and made it available for the campus community. 

As students research primary documents they not 

only gain expertise in research, they also gain a 

valuable groundwork for multicultural excellence 

and practice because their knowledge is hard 

won, artifact-based, and deep. ~ Dr. Jean  Moule  

“Untold Stories: The Histories of Students of Color at Oregon State University”  

Campus Tour Guidebook 

a Fall Term 2013 first year experience course with Professors Janet Nishihara & Kim McAloney 

Engaging Students with Multicultural History through 

Archival Research Projects   
By Natalia Fernández, OSU’s Oregon Multicultural Archivist  

with Jean Moule, OSU Associate Professor Emeritus           

Sometimes multicultural education focuses on theory with less practice. Together, archivists and  professors can 

bring theoretical frameworks to life by designing assignments that engage students with multicultural history 

through archival research and enable them to creatively share their knowledge with their local community.   

Campus Tour Guidebook Map 

Students of the “Untold Stories” Class 

The knowledge we have dis-
cussed in class about the his-
tory of minority students at 
OSU has influenced who I am 
because this information has 
allowed me to place myself in 
a context where I understand 
the importance of my pres-
ence on campus as a minority 
student.   

     ~ “Untold Stories” Student 

 

This class has taught me to ask 

questions and to break down 

stereotypes and barriers that 

might keep me from knowing 

others better.  

       ~ “Untold Stories” Student 

“Sundown Towns in Oregon” 

An Honors College colloquia class, 

Fall Terms 2012 & 2013  

Sundown Towns were towns or cities, in the Northern United States, which had written or unwritten laws 

that forbade people of color, especially African Americans, from remaining within city limits after dark.  

Student Engagement: As part of the course, the students read the book Sundown Towns: 

A Hidden Dimension of American Racism by Dr. James Loewen and traveled to archival 

repositories for tours and hands-on archival research experience.  

Image on Left: Archival Research, Fall 2012 

Sharing the Knowledge Learned: Guided by Fernández, as a team the students co-

curated a display of their findings for the university library. The students researched 

the histories of various towns in Oregon and submitted their research to Dr. Loewen 

to add to expand his ongoing national research endeavors. 

Image on Left: Fall 2013 Exhibit   

I had the opportunity to conduct interviews and research in real archives, which was a completely 

new experience…[and] made the process more real.  ~ “Sundown Towns” Student 

Fall 2012 Class 

Fall 2013 Class 

Collaboration between an Archivist and a Professor: Fernández and Moule co-facilitated 

the Moule developed course “ Sundown Towns in Oregon.”  
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