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SPONSORS MEETING HAPPENINGS 

The Upper Willamette Resource Conservation 
& Development Project, one of the nation's 
first 10 projects, has been expanded by 
some 1,407,430 acres. W. G. Nash, Project 
President, announced the expansion at the 
Sponsors' quarterly meeting in Eugene on 
October 28. "The RC&D Project originally 
included only Linn County and parts of Lane, 
Benton and Douglas Counties. Lincoln County 
and the rest of Lane and Benton Counties 
have been added and the project now covers 
5~ million acres," said Nash. 

The first item of Sponsor business was the 
establishment of a new operation procedure 
to better serve the enlarged project area, 
and closer coordination with District 4 and 
5 Councils of Government. It was proposed 
that three area-wide planning meetings be 
held in January. Tentative locations for 
the meetings are Albany, Eugene, and New
port. 

The next Sponsors' meeting was approved as 
a daytime session in January at Newport. 
The Lincoln County Soil and Water Conser
vation District offered to host a tour of 
coastal area problems and accomplishments 
prior to the start of the meeting. 
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Two new project proposals were approved 
. for assistance. First was a cooperative 
effort for a massive cleanup of the Siuslaw 
River in cooperation with the Siuslaw Port 
Authority, Lane County, U. S. Forest Serv
ice, Bureau of Land Management, Oregon Game 

mmission and many other outdoor and wild
fe groups. RC&D will provide a coordina
on role. The second was a request by the 

Lane County Commissioners for a small scale 
flood plain map for all of Lane County. 

Lincoln St., Eugene, Oregon 97401 

Project funding and construction were re
viewed by the board. The Oakridge Flood 
Control Project was given first priority 
for construction which is scheduled to be
gi'"n this winter, and the third stage of the 
Little Muddy Flood Protection Project was 
given second priority. "RC&D funds are 
tentatively set the same as last year," 
Project Coordinator Dale Munk reported. 
Munk also reported that the second stage 
of Little Muddy has been completed. 

Don McKinnis, Agricultural Development Spe
cialist with the State Dept. of Agriculture, 
spoke on proposed regulations relating to 
livestock operations, which is being devel
oped by the Oregon Dept. of Environmental 
Quality. "The committee meeting with DEQ, 
agreed they should take a positive approach 
to the proposed guidelines and work as a 
group to make the regulations workable. 
Once regulations are agreed upon and adopt
ed, they can provide protection for mos t 
confined animal feeding or holding facili
ties while regulating only those operations 
falling far below most normal operations," 
McKinnis said. 

NEW DIRECTOR OF EXTENSION CHOSEN 

An Iowa State University Extension leader, 
Lee R. Kolmer, has been appointed to the 
Oregon State University faculty by Presi
dent Robert W. MacVicar as associate dean 
and director of the Cooperative Extension 
Service, School of Agriculture. 

Kolmer, 42, will assume his new duties on 
March 1, 1971, according to Wilbur T. Cooney, 
dean of agriculture. 
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LAND USE - PROBLEMS OR OPPORTUNITIES 

This was the title of a tour sponsored by 
the RC&D Project and Lane County Extension 
on October 20. The tour was somewhat unique 
in that it was designed primarily for women, 
the purpose being to bring about an aware
ness of how our urban and rural land re
sources are being used and the role women 
have in determining the future of Lane Coun
ty. Approximately 80 women toured the River 
Road, Santa Clara, and Junction City areas 
with a luncheon program at Alvadore. Was 
the tour a success? Perhaps the remarks.. of 
two women are an indication. One woman 
wrote and said, "I thought I was aware of 
the problems, but when I realized how com
plex and extensive the problems were, I 
really had my eyes opened." Another stated: 
"I'm going to get my husband out here•. to 
show him what is going on." A similar tour 
is now being planned by request. 

FORESTED WATERSHEDS AND URBANIZATION 

"Urbanization, particularly in the crowded 
Northeast, has created a new environment. 
Asphalt and concrete have replaced hundreds 
of square miles of soil, buildings have re
placed trees on much of the land, and sew
ers have replaced streambeds in many areas. 
As a result, the hydrology of this land is 
changing rapidly." 

This is an introductory paragraph to a USDA 
Forest Service research paper entitled 
Hydrologic Effects From Urbanization of 
Forested Watersheds in the Northeast. The 
paper should be of interest to landowners 
and professionals who are involved in wa
tershed planning. 

GREENWAY SLIDE PRESENTATION USED BY GIRL 
SCOUTS AT J .AMBOREE 

The Willamette River Greenway slide pres
entation was shown at the Girl Scouts Na
tional Jamboree at Elkhorn, Wisconsin in 
August. The girls from Eugene who gave the 
presentation said it was the best of all. 

If anyone is interested in showing these 
slides, they are available at the SCS of

TOLEDO AND BROWNSVILLE ABC WINNERS 

Four cities were honored for their beaut~ 
fication achievements at the 1970 Area 
Beautification Contest banquet in Albany. 
In the larger cities division, Toledo 
placed lst with Sweet Home, 2nd. In the 
smaller cities division, Brownsville, who 
has participated in the contest for three 
years, took lst place and Mill City, 2nd. 

Bob Robertson, alongwithBen Solberg, were 
this year's judges. Robertson noted that 
some 500 homes had been painted and 75 busi
nesses underwent face lifting in the seven 
participating cities. Also, as a result of 
the contest, one comml~Jity has rid itself 
of 94 old car bodies. Another community 
completed a children' s park and several old 
buildings have been condemned and razed. 
Robertson also told the communities who had 
not won an award that they \vere not losers 
because their communities were better places 
to live as a result of their efforts. 

WHAT'S IN A NAME 

Estuary: n. (L. aestuarium, fr. aestu.s 
swell of the sea, tide) Where the tide ebbs 
and flows and fresh waters of the land meet 
the salt waters of the sea. A tidal embay
ment. 

Detailed information on our estuarine prob
lems and a program of action are contained 
in Q!.1r Nation and_The Sea - A Plan For 
National Action which is a report of the 
President's Commission on Marine Science, 
Engineering and Resources. A quotation 
from Volume I entitled "Science and Envi
ronment" will give the reader some idea of 
the importance of estuaries. 

"Coastal and estuarine waters and marsh
lands are vital to the nutrients and life 
support of about two thirds of the entire 
marine fisheries harvest. Seven of the 10 
most valuable species in our commercial 
fisheries spend all or important portions 
of their life cycle in estuarine waters and 
at least 80 other commercially important 
species are dependent on estuarine areas." 

e 
fices in Portland, Albany, Hillsboro, Eu
gene, Corvallis, and Salem, as well as the 
Project office at 1307 Lincoln St., Eugene. 



ESTUARIES - THEY ARE IMPORTANT TO YOU 

~"Estuaries are extremely valuable as natural 
W"resources and for commercial and industrial 

uses. The conclusions in this report are 
obviously constructed from a biological 
point of view. This does not mean that 
there is no appreciation of the need for 
industrial development. However, some in
dustries will not mix with natural values 
and a choice of preferred use must be made." 

The above quotation is the opening state

ment from a recent publication of the Ore

gon State University Sea Grant Extension 

Marine Advisory program entitled Crisis in 

Oregon Estuaries. This bulletin is very 

timely in view of the concern for our envi

ronment and the need for citizen participa

tion. 


Of particular interest to those within the 

RC&D Project area is the section entitled 

"Capsule View of the Crisis in Major Oregon 

Estuaries." Excerpts taken from this por

tion point up some of the major problems. 


"Salmon River (438 acres) 

Crisis: Developments in the upper reaches 

of the Salmon foretell domestic pollution 

in this pristine estuary." 

"Siletz Bay (1,203 acres) 

Crisis: Abusive land management in the 

watershed has caused excessive siltation 

resulting in lowering of salinity. Now, 

the danger is filling. " 

Yaguina Bay (2,853 acres) 

Crisis: Even with a long range water and 

land use plan, serious problemscould occur 

in this major bay from industrial waste, 

oil spills from ships, or other similar 

accidents. Land filling continues." 

"Alsea Bay (2,227 acres) 

Crisis: Watershed logging, polluted streams, 

domestic wastes, and a lack of an inte

grated land and water use plan threatens 

this basically pristine estuary." 

"Siuslaw Bay (1,589 acres) 

Crisi~: Increased industrialization--espe

cially upstream--and the unknowns of pos

sible nuclear plant thermal enrichment pose 

threats to this estuary." 


If you are interested in sport or commer
~ial fishing, clammiJ1€i crabbing, duck hunt
~ng, water quality or the quality of the 

total environment, pick up a copy of this 
bulletin from your local Extension Service 
office--it's free. 
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FIELD REVIEW OF FLOOD PLAIN STUDY 
COMPLETED 

Lincoln SwCD reports the field review of 
the Flood Plain study of Lincoln County 
has been completed by SWCD and Lincoln 
County planning staff. This report should 
be off the press in 60 to 90 days. (Simi
lar to Linn County). 

LIVESTOCK BEDDING AVAILABLE 

"Livestock bedding is available from local 
lumber firms," says Vern Adkison, Director 
of Lane Regional Air Pollution Authority. 
Cedar bark bedding is available from E. L. 
Knight, 390 Bertelsen Road North, Eugene; 
Reeds Fuel Company, 138 North Fifth, Spring
field; and Rexius Fuel Service, 750 Cham
bers, Eugene. Plywood trim bedding is 
available from Hansey' s Fuel Co., 648 Pa-· 
cific Highway, Junction City. 

"All of the above materials are available 
at a very reasonable rate if picked up at 
the plant," says Adkison. 

LOWER .AMAZON-FLAT CREEK WATERSHED 

1970 has been the best construction year 
to date on the Lower Amazon-Flat Creek Wa
tershed Project. Some 10 miles of channel 
excavation have been completed this year. 
The equipment still is working. Some 14 
miles of channel banks have been seeded and 
mulched for bank protection and sediment 
control. Channel construction is approxi
mately 25% completed on the watershed proj
ect. During construction, designated trees 
are left standing when possible to help 
preserve the quality of the natural envi
ronment. 

OACD GOES ABC 

This means that the Oregon Association of 
Conservation Districts, at their annual 
meeting on November 13, passed a resolution 
directing the Board of Directors to study 
the possibility of setting up a state-wide 
community beautification contest similar 
to the Project's Area Beautification Con
test. If found feasible, the Board of Di
rectors will present a program to the mem
bership for their approval. 
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CORPS STUDIES PETRIFIED WOOD IN HOLLEY AREA 

Geologists and rock hounds have been con
cerned with the possible inundation of some 
unique petrified wood deposits in the Holley 
area when the Corps of Engineers begins 
construction of the dam. A meeting was 
held Friday, October 25, with representa
tives of the Corps of Engineers, National 
Park Service, Rock Clubs, University of 
Oregon Geology Dept. and SCS. The local 
groups plan on forming a steering committee 
to guide development of the area and to a-sk 
for RC&D support. 

I 
CBC CHAIRMAN NEW MAYOR OF OAKRIDGE . . . . 
Ron Paddock, Chairman of the Countryside 
Beautification Committee, is the new Mayor 
of Oakridge. Ron has been a mainstay of 
RC&D activities since the beginning of the 
Project in 1965. 

This newsletter is a quarterly publication 
edited by the Community Development Spe
cialist assigned to the Upper Willamette 
RC&D Project by Oregon State University 
Cooperative Extension Service. The Project 
is designed to accelerate resource develop
ment in the 4-county area of Lane, Lincoln, 
Linn and Benton Counties. 

Cooperative Extension Service 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 

Oregon 	State University, Extension Hall 

Corvallis, Oregon 97331 


Official Business 
419-11/70-1000 
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AG MARKETING STUDY UNDER WAY 

Representatives of the SCS and Extension 
Service are meeting regularly to develop 
guidelines in the preparation of an econom
ic and marketing study of agriculture in 
the Upper Willamette Valley. This study 
is basic to realizing many of the RC&D Proj
ect goals relating to agricultural develop
ment and is compatible with the irrigation 
and flood prevention measures now under way. 
If anyone is interested in contributing to 
this, please contact Paul Friedrichsen, 
chairman. 

LINCOLN 	 COUNTY RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

Rainfall annually 65 in. along· the coast 
to 150 in. in the Coast Range. Distribu
tion is such that the county has a large 
area that has domestic water supply prob
lems e~ery summer - - - - - HELP! 

Community Devalopnent Specialist 
Upper Willamette RC&D Project 
1307 Lincoln Street 
Eugene, Oregon 97402 Phone: 344-1623 

POSTAGE 	 AND FEES PAID 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

•John Foth 
2555 ~est 22nd 
EugenE , 	 Oregon o/7405 

...-------  J 
~ E J R N 

NRIT ER 
10 




