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SALMON, STEELHEAD ANTI THE WILLAMETTE 

The following article was prepared by Dick 
Bonn, RC&D biologist: 

Did you ever desire to fish for salmon and 
steelhead only to stay home because of the 
long drive to the coast? Or perhaps you 
remember the two-hour wait to launch your 
boat at Newport, or arrival at daybreak on 
the Alsea only to discover six other par
ties had already launched just ahead of 

"' 	 you on your favorite drift. Then there's 
the time you stood on the bank of a coastal 
stream all day in a driving rain at 34 de
grees in hopes of catching a winter steel
head. 

Cheer up, valley residents; things are look
ing up at home. Thanks to a 3. 2 million 
dollar effort, adequate upstream passage 
facilities at the Willamette Falls (Oregon 
City) are now a reality. Several million 
additional dollars have been spent by in
dustries and municipalities to reduce pol
lution on the Willamette River. In the 
past, the natural potential of the Willam
ette River system to produce salmon and 
steelhead historically has not been fully 
utilized, especially summer steelhead and 
fall chinook. The primary significance of 
the Willamette Basin now will be its role 
as spawning grounds for all species (spring, 

' ' summer, fall and winter races). 

A cooperative program to attain the poten
tial production of the Willamette system 
was formally developed in 1970. * To imple

~*Unpublished information from Fish Commis
sion of Oregon 

Lincoln St., Eugene, Oregon 97401 

ment the program will require: (a) select
ing the species and races to be developed 
in each stream, (b) determining numbers to 
be introduced into each stream, (c) expand
il}g hatchery facilities, (d) scheduling the 
liberations, (e) stocking the streams and 
(f) evaluating the success and effort of 
the development. Much of the preliminary 
work for this program has been accomplished. 

It is estimated that the Willamette River 
system above the Willamette Falls will ac
commodate an average annual spawning popu
lation of .58, 000 Silver (Coho), ll3, 000 fall 
chinook, 38,000 spring chinook, .54,000 win
ter steelhead, and 13,000 summer steelhead. 
Hatcheries, many of which have been built 
to compensate for loss of spawning grounds 
from high dams, will be able to spawn an 
additional 4.5,000 salmon and steelhead. 
Commercial catch from salmon originating 
in the Willamette system will climb to 
800,000 salmon, and sport fishermen will 
take an additional 29, 000 salmon and 26, 000 
steelhead. These are estimates, of course, 
but they are based on extensive spawning 
bed surveys, programmed hatchery develop
ments, and present ratios of catch, escape
ment, and sport to commercial catch. 

To give some idea of the economic return 
that can be expected from the increased 
salmon and steelhead runs in the Willamette, 
an unpublished preliminary study in 1967 by 
Bureau of Commercial Fisheries indicates 
the net economic value was $8.87 per fish. 
Another study, (Brown, 1964), indicates 
that Oregon sport anglers spent $.51.14 to 
catch a salmon or steelhead in 1962, not 
including expenditures for licenses or 
salmon steelhead punch cards. 
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In an effort to establish a good run of sil
ver salmon, biologists are working with 
two stocks. The race currently being prop
agated at the Columbia River hatcheries 
(early run) is being augmented by the Alsea 
hatchery race (late run). It is believed 
the later-running race to be more adaptable 
to streams that are quite low at the time 
the earlier race returns. 

All liberations of fall chinook, prior to 
1972, have been from fish returning to the 
Columbia River hatcheries, an early spawn
ing race. The Cowlitz River ~ace of fall 
chinook was determined as being the supe
rior late stock for introduction into the 
Willamette. Two million eggs purchased 
from the Washington Department of Fisheries 
are under an accelerated rearing program: 

Winter steelhead stock being introduced 
has been early run fish from the Big Creek 
and Klaska.nine hatcheries transplanted pri
marily into west side tributaries. An in
creased number of steelhead are passing 
Willamette Falls prior to February. Data 
indicates the run native to above the falls 
was later timed, peaking in April. 

Natural runs of summer steelhead have not 
occurred in the past. Efforts with this 
race are showing promise in several east 
side streams. A research program is under 
way to determine the stock most suitable 
for introduction. Several races and tech
niques are being investigated to implement 
summer steelhead development. The beauti
ful part about fishing for summer steelhead 
will be the nicer weather and the provi
sion of a steelhead fishery at a time and 
place where none existed before. 

The Wildlife Committee of the Upper Willam
ette RC&D is purusing the problem by: (1) 
investigating the possibility of RC&D cost 
sharing on anadromous fish passage and (2) 
encouraging the development of boat launch 
sitea on major fishing streams where access 
is now limited. It is felt these measures 
will enhance and enlarge the fishery re
source in contrast to those which restrict 
or isolate the resource for private use. 

Much work remains to be done, however, to 
obtain the full potential of the anadromous 

fish runs in the Willamette system. The~ 
most pressing concern at present is the~ 
loss of downstream migrants. To prevent 
loss of salmon and steelhead smolts, screen
ing will be needed on power canals, irriga- .J.. 

tion ditches, municipal water supplies, and 
all other diversions. Modification, screen
ing or shutdown of power turbines may be 
necessary during peak downstream migrations 
at some locations. Water pollution, espe
cially during low flow periods in summer 
and fall, is still a problem below Newberg 
on the Willamette. 

Siltation of gravel spawning beds remains 
a problem, but can be improved through bet
ter land management practices as: improved 
logging practices, leaving vegetative buf
fer strips along streams and conducting 
gravel operations behind berms. Many log
ging and gravel operators have improved 
operations in recent years, usually at added 
expense. Power companies have cooperated 
by shutting turbine down during peak down
stream fish migrations. In most cases, 
this is an interim measure until final r "' 
screening plans are in operation. These 
companies are to be commended. It is now J 
up to you, the general public, to keep in
formed and to protect your recently improved 
fishing heritage. 

HIKING TRAIL ON McKENZIE 

The Willamette National Forest has a new, 
slower route up the McKenzie River for 
hikers only. The new McKenzie Trail, start
ing 1.2 miles east of 'McKenzie Bridge, is 
complete to Deer Creek, a distance of ten 
miles. The completed trail will be 28 miles 
in length and will follow the McKenzie River 
to its source at Clear Lake. 

Hikers will find variety along the trail 
which is due for completion in 1975. The 
lower section passes through towering old . 

\ 

growth Douglas-firs. The upper length of 
the trail will be through some of the Cas
cade Mountains' recent lava flows, passing 
by Tamolitch, Koosah and Sahalie Falls. 
Those who want to plan overnight stops 
along the trail will have their choice of 
Paradise, Olallie, Trail Bridge, Ice Cap 
and Clear Lake Campgrounds enroute. 
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.	 LDLIFE SLIDES AVAILABLE 

A new slide set entitled "Sharing Our Land 
With Wildlife" will be available to each 
SCS area office. The slide set includes ' J 	 wildlife scenes over the entire United 
States. While they are well suited for 
various audiences, they are especially good 
for school use. They have been used very 
effectively in working with teachers at 
teachers 1 meetings, teacher workshops, etc. 
For interested organizations who might de
sire to purchase a set, they are available 
from the Photography Division, Office of 
Information, U. s. Department of Agricul
ture, Washington, D. C. 20250 at a cost of 
$14.00 for a set of 58 slides. A film
strip is available at a cost of $6.50. 

NOISE POLLUTION 

Noise, a destructive polluter, no longer 
is going quietly unrecognized in Oregon. 

• 	 The community noise level in the state is 
less pronounced than in states with higher 
levels of urbanization and industrializa

# 	 tion; only limited motor vehicle traffic 
and jet aircraft problems now exist. 

"However, with continuing population growth, 
industrial development and associated urban
ization, the problem will become more in
tense unless control programs are initia
ted," said Robert M. Alexander, director 
of the Oregon State University Air Re
sources Center. 

Recently, Alexander wrote "Noise Pollution-
A Background and Status Report for Oregon," 
just published by the OSU Extension Service 
as Extension Circular 807. The report was 
prepared by the Advisory Committee on En
vironmental Science and Technology, estab
lished in 1970 by Governor Tom McCall and 
OSU to provide a more effective interchange 
of ideas and mobilization of resources to 
meet Oregon's environmental problems. 

Copies of the report can be obtained from 
the OSU Bulletin Clerk, Corvallis, 97331. 
Oregon residents may obtain single copies 
ithout charge.• 

PERIWINKLE PROJECT GETS FAVORABLE NOD 

"The first RC&D project in the United 
States to include recreation as part 
of its plan has been approved for fed
eral funding by Area IV Council of Gov
ernments. 

"The Periwinkle Project, part of the 
Upper Willamette RC&D, includes about 
3,000 acres in the East Albany area. 
Problems include flooding of suburban 
developments, road drainage, and drain
age for Albany's new high school and 
several commercial developments. 

"The project calls for several miles 
~f ditch improvement, construction of 
two parks with small lakes, picnic fa
cilities, fishing for children and a 
pathway for the public. An outlet for 
improved water control on about 2,000 
acres of farmland is also provided ac
cording to Clayton Wood, chairman of 
the East Linn SWCD. " 

The above information was taken from the 
April issue of the East Linn SWCD News. 

WHO'S WHO 

James Lockard, Soil Conservationist from 
Klamath Falls is the new District Conser
vationist for North Lane SWCD at Junction 
City. He replaces John Berg who retired 
June 30 after 30 years of federal service. 
John has served SCS in Oregon, Hawaii and 
California. Jim will also serve as Dis
trict Conservationist for Si~slaw SWCD at 
Florence. 

Marvin Gloege, who was formerly a professor 
of urban planning at the University of Ore
gon, has accepted the position as executive 
director of the Oregon District 4 Council 
of Governments. He replaces William Hagman 
who resigned to take a position in the East. 

Paul nay, the new Lane County livestock 
agent, bega.nhis duties June 5. Paul holds 
a B.S. and M.A. in animal science from OSU. 
He replaces Ron Scott who has taken a posi
tion at Chemeketa Community College , in 
Salem. 



COUNTY FORMS RESOURCE COUNCIL 

Some fifty-five people gathered for a day
long organizational meeting in April to 
formally establish the Lincoln County Re
source Council. 

One of the basic purposes of the council is 
to coordinate the planning, operation and 
management of programs regarding water, 
sewage, solid waste disposal and related 
natural resources throughout the county. 
A council board and four committees deal
ing with water, sewage, solid waste and 
soil and water conservation have been ap
pointed and are now meeting to carry out 
council objectives. 

Commissioner Andy Zedwick is serving as 
temporary chairman of the board until per
manent officers are elected in August. 

The RC&D staff assisted a local steering 
committee, headed by Sid Knox, in the or
ganizational aspects of developing a re
source council. 

This newsletter is a quarterly publication 
edited by the Community Development Spe
cialist assigned to the Upper Willamette 
RC&D Project by Oregon State University 
Cooperative Extension Service. The Project 
is designed to accelerate resource develop
ment in the 3-county area of Lane, Lincoln, 
Linn and Benton Counties. 

Cooperative Extension Service 

U. S. Department of Agriculture 


Oregon State University, Extension Hall 

Corvallis, Oregon 97331 
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CHRISTMAS TREE DISPLAY AT OSU 

Some of the nation 1 s finest Christmas trees 
will be on display in the center of the 
Oregon State University campus during the f 

seventh biennial convention of the National 
Christmas Tree Growers Assoc. August 16-18. 

The display of trees, in front of the Memo
rial Union, will be a major attraction of 
the conference which is expected to attract 
some 1,000 Christmas tree growers from 
throughout the United States. 

Actually, the display is really a contest, 
the winners of which will present trees to 
the White HouseinDecember, 1972 and 1973, 
explains Gary Sander, OSU extension forester. 

Clarence R. Parker 

Community Development Specialist 

Upper Willamette RC&D Project 

1307 Lincoln Street 

Eugene, Oregon 97401 Phone: 344-1623 
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