
My name is Natalia Fernandez and I am the curator of the Oregon Multicultural 
Archives, the OMA, which is a part of Oregon State University’s Special Collections & 
Archives Research Center. Today I will be sharing the use of PressBooks, an online book 
publishing software, for a class assignment.    
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The mission of the OMA is to document and share the stories of people of color in 
Oregon and that includes highlighting OSU’s multicultural history.  
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As part of my work, I collaborate with professors to engage students with primary 
sources – for example, my students have co-curated displays and written a campus tour 
guidebook. These assignments are physical products with online components; the 
display has an accompanying Flickr set and the guidebook PDF was made available 
online.  
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For this past Fall term I collaborated with a class which is for first year students. I 
developed an assignment as part of the course to conduct oral history interviews with 
faculty and staff of color which meant I needed an online format to showcase the 
students’ work: their research, the interviews and transcriptions, and the mini-essays 
written by the students about what they learned.   
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In terms of digital publishing options, if you Google “e-book publishing” OR “digital 
publishing” etc., the results will give you many options with descriptions and reviews. 
For my project, I had a set of specific needs and a colleague suggested PressBooks, so I 
tested it by creating a sample book and it seemed to match almost all of my needs 
which are included in the above list which I will return to at the end of the 
presentation.  
 
• Easy to use (to create and edit content) 
• Not specific to just PCs or only Macs 
• Books available online via a link (with PDF and EPUB options) 
• Inexpensive (with a free sample) 
• No Library IT assistance needed  
• Some storage space for images (the interviews and transcripts were hosted outside 

the book) 
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The tagline for PressBooks is “simple book publishing” and it was just that: 
 
• It’s like a WordPress Blog (Blog actually more complex) 
• The cost per book is fairly inexpensive depending on the amount of storage space 

you need and export options you want – use of images increases the storage need 
(it’s actually not very good for a lot of images) 

• There is a Publish vs. Private option 
• There are various options for themes, for the “look” of the book 
• Just like a blog, you can have more than one user per book (could be good for 

collaborations) 
• In addition to the web-based book, you have a couple export options depending on 

your upgrade level.  
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For actually writing the book, the bulk of the content was of course the interviews and 
students’ responses. On the screen is one chapter featuring an interview – this is the 
PressBooks view. I put the book together, but an idea is to have the students 
themselves set up accounts and use PressBooks (this did not work for my assignment, 
but it was something I thought about). 
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On the left side of the screen is the same chapter, but published. For each interview, 
there are links that take you out of the book for access to the Oral History Interviews (in 
OSU’s MediaSpace) and the Transcripts (in OSU’s Institutional Repository 
ScholarsArchive) – so those are outside of the book, they are not embedded within the 
PressBook (which I wish I could have done, but PressBooks was not designed to 
accommodate that type of content). 
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The Book ~ link out to view http://uengageuntoldstories.pressbooks.com/  
 
Review Project Needs: 
• Easy to use (to create and edit content) 
• Not specific to just PCs or only Macs 
• Books available online via a link (with PDF and EPUB options) 
• Inexpensive (with a free sample) 
• No Library IT assistance needed  
• Some storage space for images (the interviews and transcripts were hosted outside 

the book) 
 
There is a free sample option, so you can see if PressBooks will work for you! 
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