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Understand Chinese fisheries in 

depth and from the different angles 

 About 12 million tons of sea fish caught 
annually 

 About 430,000 fishing vessels   

 About 14 million fisheries personnel 

 500 fishing personnel dead (2011) 

 China is a country with a huge  
population and experiencing political and 
economical transformation！ 



What does Aquaculture mean to  Fishing? 



Reasons for depletion of fish resources? 
Environment-friendly marine oil industry? 



Where fishermen live and fish? 

 



Understand Chinese fisheries in depth 

and from the different angles 

 Think of fishermen, rather than fish only. 

 Observe fishing through fishers’ eyes, rather than 

always from fish biologists’ perspectives. 

 Think of those non-fishing sectors which influence sea 

fishing negatively. 

 How many fishing rules? Chinese rules and 
Foreign rules！  

 What does sea fishing mean to fish biologists, 
government, vessel-owners, ordinary fishermen? 

 What are the objectives of fisheries law? 

Fisheries management does not mean to control 
fishermen only! 



What does an elephant look like? 



Problems with current legal 

regimes on Chinese fishing 

1. Fishing permit and fishing right 

2. Allocation of fishing areas 

3. Control on fishing methods 

4. Record and return of  fishing information 

5. Self-government of fishermen through their own 

associations 

6. Fishing relations with our neighbouring countries 

7. Control on non-fishing activities: oil exploitation, 

dumping of waste,  



Fishing permit and fishing right 

 



2 Fishing permit and fishing right 

 What does a fishing permit mean? 

 What are the conditions to be entitled to a 
permit? 

 Where is a fishing right from? 

 How to measure a fishing right? 

 How to exercise a fishing right? 

 Should a fishing right be transferable like 
common goods?  

 



3 Allocation of fishing areas 

 Importance of fishing areas  to 
realize fishing right 

 How to justify the allocation of 
fishing areas? 

 Where are the boundaries, 
domestically and internationally? 



4 Control on fishing methods 

a vicious circle 

Small Mesh   Small fish      smaller mesh      smaller 
fish … 

 



4 Record and return of  fishing 

logbook 

 Importance of fishing information under market 
economy to policy-maker and legislators 

 Develop a good habit 

 How to punish lawfully?  

 Lack of provisions in the current Chinese 
fisheries Act!! 



5  Fishing relations with our neighbours 

Eight neighbouring fishing nations, but only three fisheries 
agreements signed. 

 

 Fisheries Agreement between China and Japan 
signed in November 11,1997; came into force in 
June 1,2000 

 Agreement between China and Korea signed in  
August 3, 2000 and came into force in June 
30,2001. 

 Agreement between China and Vietnam signed in 
Dec.25, 2000 and came into 2004 June,30 

 







5  Fishing relations with our neighbours 

 Much worse,  territorial disputes exists between 

China and its six marine neighbouring nations. 

 Can fishing make a country gain or lose a piece of 

land?  

 Fishing right is from fishing history, neither from 

the UNCLOS nor from national fisheries 

legislation! 

 It is time to review these three fisheries agreements, and 

fishing relations between China and its marine 

neighbouring States ,especially from fishers’ angles 

 How about the Common Fisheries Policy of the 

EU? 



Recommendations 

 Respect and believe fishers, and make a 

specific regulation on fisheries association 

 Establish right-based fishing licensing system 

 Allocate the fishing areas among fishing right 

holders much more regionally 

 Make more specific and detailed  provisions on 

fishing logbook and fishing methods 

 Approximate fisheries laws of China and its 

neighboring nations because  fish should live 

and be caught under the same rules. 




