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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE REDWOOD SEASONING COMMITTEE

AND THE CALIFORNIA REDWOOD ASSOCIATION
By: W. E. Pratt

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen:

The California Redwood Association is a trade association composed of
eleven companies operating thirteen sawmills. The Association provides
service to its members in the following fields:

1, Administration - including the compilation and distribution of
information on industry statistics, freight rates and other traffic
matters and government regulations which affect the lumber industry.

2. Grading and Inspection.

3. Trade Promotion - including promotional literature and films, field
service, product publicity and market surveys.

4. Public Relations - including industry publicity and conservation
work.

5. Research and Technical - including the maintenance of a technical
library and technical files, the handling of technical inquiries,
special studies and liaison with the industry in technical matters
through the Research Committee, the Sawmill Committee and the
Seasoning Committee.

The relationship between the Seasoning Committee and the California Redwood
Association through its Research and Technical Division has been one of
mutual cooperation. The primary purpose of the Redwood Association is to
serve the redwood industry. Since the members of the Redwood Seasoning
Committee are operating personnel from member mills, they have a first
hand knowledge of seasoning problems. Many advances in the seasoning of
redwood have occurred as a result of members of the Seasoning Committee
discussing the various aspects of a problem, deciding upon some simple
tests which they can make, and then discussing and evaluating the results
of these tests as they relate to a solution to the problem. In this type
of work, the Association performs a purely service function. It may gather
test data from different mills, correlate it, publish a report on the tests
and, occasionally, suggest additional tests which may shed further light on
the subject being investigated.

Another form of cooperation between the Redwood Seasoning Committee and the
California Redwood Association is illustrated by development work being done
on an electronic moisture meter designed to read the high moisture contents
which are encountered in green redwood. In this instance, member mill
personnel designed and built an electronic moisture meter which was intended
to be used to determine moisture content of lumber within a stuck pile.
While the results from the original meter were promosing, it became apparent
that refinements in the electronic circuit as well as in the physical design



•	 of the meter would be desirable. As these improvements were beyond the
capabilities of the originator of the meter, the Seasoning Committee author-
ized the Redwood Association to take over this project and to proceed in an
effort to develop a moisture meter which would have a satisfactory degree
of accuracy over a wide range of moisture contents. An additional illus-
tration of this type of cooperation is provided by the building and oper-
ation of a small experimental dry kiln by the California Redwood Association
to continue experimental work which was begun by the Redwood Seasoning
Committee. This small experimental kiln was built because, in order to
obtain complete information on the drying of redwood, it was felt that tests
should be run on drying schedules which were so drastic that a high per-
centage of kiln degrade was likely to occur. Tests of this nature could not
be run in a full size kiln because of the monetary considerations involved.
The tests run in the experimental kiln were planned by a subcommittee of the
Redwood Seasoning Committee. The results of these tests were published from
time to time and at their conclusion a consolidated re port on The Drying of
California Redwood was printed.

Another type of relationship between the Redwood Seasoning Committee and the
California Redwood Association is illustrated by work currently being done
in the application of statistical quality control to seasoning problems. In
this case, it appeared, from results being obtained in other industries,
that the methods of statistical quality control might be applied, with bene-
fit, to the seasoning operation. The Association reviewed available liter-
ature on this subject, then worked out techniques for applying the princi-
ples concerned to the specific seasoning problems involved. This infor-
mation is being made available to the members of the Seasoning Committee,
many of whom are utilizing these quality control techniques to evaluate the
effectiveness of their operations.

In closing, I would like to emphasize that the progress in the seasoning of
redwood lumber, which has taken place in the past few years, would have
been impossible except for a large volume of test work and research which
has been done by members of the Redwood Seasoning Committee and the close
cooperation which has existed between the Seasoning Committee and the
California Redwood Association.

Thank you.
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