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2001 –      At Doha round, members agreed to begin negotiations to clarify and improve  

                       disciplines on fisheries subsidies.  
 

2005 –        At Hong King round, Ministers gave more precision to that objective, instructing the  

                         Negotiating Group on Rules to intensify its works. 
 

2007 -         The chair of the negotiating group prepared the first draft.   

 

2009-2012 -  Several countries oppose to the chair document: 

 
• Brazil, China, Ecuador, Mexico and Venezuela in October 2009 argued that developing 

countries should be allowed to subsidize operational and capital costs under certain 
conditions 

• Similar communications defending the right of development economies to improve their own 
fisheries were delivered by China, India, Indonesia, Brazil and Argentina 

• Finally, a final communication was delivered by Brazil, China, India, and Mexico claiming for 
special and differential treatment (SDT) 
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2012  –     WWF began working at the national level in countries that could shift the  

     negotiations in the WTO, including Brazil, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mexico, 
     South Africa and several countries in the Western Indian Ocean.  
 

2014 –       At Bali round negotiations did not move forward 

 

2016  --      A group of countries lead by New Zealand presented a document to the Chair of the 

     “Negotiating Group on Rules”, raising the awareness on the need to comply with the 2030 
     Agenda for sustainable development: 
   
 
"By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, 
eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and refrain from 
introducing new such subsidies, recognizing that appropriate and effective special and differential treatment 
for developing and least developed countries should be an integral part of the World Trade Organization 
fisheries subsidies negotiation." 
 

2017  -      There is a renewed strong commitment to achieve an agreement on fisheries subsidies by the 

                       11th WTO Ministerial Conference in December 2017 
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