
61

Section VIII Mites & Sap-Sucking Pests 
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European asparagus aphid is the single biggest pest of asparagus that growers can attempt to 
control (Fusarium may be a worse pest, but there is no control for it.)  All Washington asparagus 
is treated for this pest.  No or poor control of this pest is synonymous with loss of a high value, 
perennial crop.  Anyone wishing to grow organic asparagus must control this pest.  Because of 
the inability to control aphid, there are only two growers of organic asparagus in eastern WA.  
They grow organic asparagus by raising asparagus conventionally, then go through a 3 year 
transitional period, and then produce the asparagus organically.  Soap is applied during the 
transitional and organic period, but the asparagus starts to die out during the transition period and 
only a year or two of organic production is obtained.    

There is huge demand for organic asparagus but there is practically no production of organic 
asparagus due to the inability to control this aphid.  However, due to the demand, the acreage of 

mailto:agt1@cornell.edu
mailto:aschreib@centurytel.net


62

organic asparagus in Washington doubled in 2007.  Grower prices for conventional asparagus is 
67 cents a pound, organic asparagus sold for $1.50 a pound. 

The Washington asparagus industry has made finding an organically acceptable solution for 
control of aphids in asparagus a priority.  A small trial was supported to conduct an efficacy trial 
in a two year old transitional asparagus field that was one acre in size. 

Seven treatments were screened against aphids.  The first application was made on September 
26, followed by an application on September 30 and a third application on October 6.  All 
applications were made by ground. 

Trt Treatment # of
No. Name Rate of Application Apps. 0 DA‐A 3 DA‐A 7 DA‐A 10 DA‐A 13 DA‐A TOTAL
1 UNTREATED CHECK 42.8 a 27.3 a 25.5 a 9.8 a 5.8 a 68.3 a
2 M‐PEDE 2 % v/v ABC 42 a 13.3 b 15 ab 12.3 a 7.3 a 47.8 ab
3 SURROUND 25 lb/a ABC 30.3 a 19.5 ab 18 ab 15.3 a 9.3 a 62 ab
4 AZA‐DIRECT 2 pt/a ABC 29.8 a 12.8 b 10 b 6.3 a 6 a 35 b
5 NEEMIX 7 fl oz/a ABC 30.8 a 19 ab 20.5 ab 9.8 a 8.8 a 58 ab
6 ECOZIN 10 fl oz/a ABC 36.8 a 12.5 b 11.8 b 13.3 a 4.8 a 42.3 ab
7 JMS SYTLET OIL 6 qt/a ABC 27.3 a 18.3 ab 18.8 ab 9.3 a 6.8 a 53 ab
8 ENVIROPEL 12 fl oz/a ABC 27.3 a 18 ab 20.3 ab 12.3 a 9 a 59.5 ab

Number of aphids per plant
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