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This year the OSU Insect Clinic returned to normal operations and began to advertize its 

services. The country extension agents, general public and commercial industries of Oregon 

responded with an 88% increase in the number of specimens submitted for identification (223 in 

2006 and a projected 420+ for 2007). The Insect clinic now has a web page with submission 

suggestions, forms and soon will have pictures and description of new and commonly submitted 

pests. 

This year new state records, new host records for established pests and some sporadic pests 

were submitted to the Clinic for Identification. 

New Introductions/Detections: 

Walnut twig beetle (Pityophthorusjuglandis Blackman, 1928) 

Historic range: Arizonia & Southern California 
Recent Expansion: Colorado 2004, Oregon 2007 
Hosts: Jug/ans nigra (primary) other Jug/ans sp.? 

This species is being investigated as a vector of a pathogen that is causing a decline in walnuts 

growing the city limits of Boulder. Extension specialists in Colorado have isolated a Fusarium 

sp. from the galleries however, it has not been-determined if the Fusarium is the primary cause 

of the decline or simply contributing to it. Symptoms include yellow/brown leaves, death of 

large branches and the presence of large black cankers under the bark of both the branches and 

the main stem. Info on the Colorado decline can be found at: 
http://www.bouldercolorado.gov/index.php?option=com content&task=view&id=3859&1temid=900 

1.0mm 
· f IJ \ "'11:1r 

Entrance/Vent Holes Size variability of Adults 

12 



Wafer Trap Door Spiders (Apomastus & Neoapache/la rothi) 

Historic range: California 
Possible seasonal introduction 

This large Mygalomorphae spider is visually and behavioral (aggressive) similar to the Hobo 
spider. Due to its large fangs it can cause a very painful bite. This spider is likely to be an 
annual hitchhiker that will not survive Oregon's winter. However, because 5 specimens 
representing 2 genera were submitted this year from 4 locations and the absence of specimens in 
the OSU Extension Collection, I felt that this Family should be noted. 

Broom Erophyid MileAceria genistae 

Historic range: Europe 
Recent Expansion: California 2000 
Hosts: French broom ( Genista monspessu/maj, Scotch broom (cynsw scoparius) and other brooms 

This Eriophid mite has been considered for the control of Scotch Broom and other invasive 
brooms worldwide. Initial trials found that this mite did decrease overall vigor however it will 
not kill its host. This mite was first reported in the US in Albany, California occurring on 
escaped French broom. This past November several plants were found with galls in Multnomah 
County. As previously stated this mite does not kill its host however it can drastically reduce 
seed production by stunting shoots that would otherwise flower and produce seed. 
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Potential New Introduction: 

Cranberry Blossomworm (Epiglaea apiata) 

Historic range: Eastern USA 
Hosts: Vaccinium sp. 

Several hundred caterpillars were found in Coos Co. when the 
cranberry fields were flooded for harvest. The caterpillars 
visually match the Cranberry Blossomworm which is primarily 
an indirect pest on that feeds on the leaves and occasionally the 
fruit of cranberries grown in monoculture. Currently no larval 
keys exist that contain both the Cranberry Blossomworm and 
western natives. A "Pest Watch" sheet with images of the adult 
was distributed to the county agent for dispersal to local 
growers. At this time the pest has not been confirmed 

New Hosts: 

Green House Thrips (Heliothrips haemorrhoidalis) 

Historic range: Subtropical regions of South America 
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Expansion: Greenhouses worldwide, Established in the wild in Florida and Southern California 
Hosts: Prefers evergreen, thick/leathery, glabrous leaves, (Shrubs, trees & fems) 

Samples of Salal ( Gaultheria shallon, Ericaceae) with typical thrips damage (leaf silvering) 
were brought in late this year from an unheated or covered courtyard. All life stages of the 
Green House Thrips were found on the foliage. When the courtyard was visited Green House 
Thrips were found feeding and reproducing on rhododendron and at least 1 species of native fem 
(Polystichum imbricans imbricans). Adults were also found on common ground ivy. However, 
due to the lack of immature stages I do not believe it to be a host. Oregon Grape (Mahonia 
aquifolium) was growing within 12 inches of infested material and was found to be free of this 
pest. These specimens were brought in as an example of damage that has been observed for the 
last 3 years on Salal growing south of Newport on US Route 101. 
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Mediterranean Carnation Leafroller (Cacoecimorpha pronubana) 

Historic range: Mediterranean region of Europe 
Expansion: Willamette Valley, Oregon 
Hosts: principal host carnations. Other ornamental hosts include: Acacia, Acer, Chrysanthemum, 
Coriaria, Coronilla, Euphorbia, flex, Jasminum, Laurus, Mahonia, Pelargonium, Populus, 
Rhododendron, Rosa, Syringa. Fruit crop hosts include: Citrus, Ma/us, Olea, Prunus, Rubus. 
Vegetable hosts include: Brassica spp., carrots, peas, potatoes, tomatoes, Trifolium and Vicia. 

This pest has been established in Oregon for a few years and can be a serious pest in flower 
production and nurseries. This year Robin Rossetta of NWREC found Tortricid larvae causing 
substantial damage to Deodar cedar ( Cedrus deodara) and Dwarf Alberta Spruce, (Picea glauca 
conica). Robin collected and the larvae are reared out adults that were positively identified as 
the Mediterranean Carnation Leafroller. The larva of this species closely resembles several 
native Tortricid conifer pests and is not included in Peterson's or Stehr's larval keys. In Stehr's 
key to common Tortricid Larvae on Pinaceae the larvae of this species identifies to the genus 
Argyrotaenia. The larvae form a small feeding shelter by webbing together needles much like A. 
occultana. 
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Thistle Head Weevil (Rhinocyllus conicus) 

Native range: Europe 
Introduced as a Biological control Agent in US 
beginning in 1969 

This biological control agent was introduced to help 
control/eliminate exotic thistles that out compete native 
thistles. Unfortunately, it appears that it jumped hosts to 

2.0Mm 

at least one native thistle in Oregon. The shift to native species has been observed in other states 
over the last decade and now poses an additional threat to several threatened native Oregon 
species. 

15 



Newer Pests that were Detected 

Xyleborus pfeili 

Historic range: Europe and Asia 
Expansion: Africa, North America, & Pacific Ocean Isl. 
Hosts: Acer sp, A/nus sp., Castanea sp., Populus sp., Quercus sp., 
& Ulmus sp. 

This pest was first detected in the US in 1992 in Maryland. It I 1

.omm I 
was first detected in Oregon by ODA in 1997. It is believed that 
this pest is widespread in Oregon but does not appear to be causing substantial damage. This 
pest targets small to medium sized branches of healthy trees. 

Asian Ambrosia Beetle Xyleborinus saxeseni 
(aka: Fruit tree Pinhole Borer) 

Historic range: Asia 
Expansion: North America, Europe & Australia . 
Hosts: almost all deciduous trees 

This pest is well established in Oregon and very abundant 
throughout its range. In Oregon the species apparently prefers 
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maples and takes advantage of nursery growing conditions. Like X pfeili this pest typically 
infests small to medium sized branches of healthy trees. 

Oldies but Goodies 

Strawberry Crownminer (Aristotelia fragariae) 

Native Range: Oregon & Washington 
Hosts: Wild and cultivated strawberry 

This pest is rarely encountered. In fact the only adult 
specimens in OSAC are from collections made in 1955, 1957 
and 1960. Caterpillar bores in to top of the crown and in the 
leaf petioles. The larvae overwinter in the soil and pupate 
before the spring. Adults emerge in June & July. As many 
as 12 larvae have been found in a single crown. 

San Jose Scale (Diaspidiotus pemiciosus) 

From personal observations it seems that this pest 
was very abundant this year but remained below 
damage thresholds. 
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