
PL 07-18-07 Interview with Tillie Flynn 

• General Manager of Lake County Examiner (Lake County Newspaper) 
• Married into the community, married a rancher and moved her 25 years ago. 
• Family has two ranches: one in Betty and one in Plush. 

 
Peter Little: What do you like most about living in Lakeview? 
Tillie Flynn: I think without a doubt, this is the best place to raise children. I can’t 

think of any other place. I have two children, two daughters, both of which are going to 
OSU, and they both agree that they really have enjoyed their childhood here. Part of the 
reason is not just about raising children, but you can really feel part of the community. 
The community is really small enough where you can be affective. There is not a lot of 
stuff to wade through to get involved. In the years that I have been here, gosh, I have 
been involved in just about everything. I was on the chamber of boards for about 14 
years, I have been president of just about every service club, just about involved in every-
thing. I wear a couple of hats and ya know, that is what makes a small town work. You 
really can’t have a big town attitude and be productive in a town this size. It is really anti-
productive. It just doesn’t work. The best news is you can get involved really easily and 
the worst news is you can get involved really easily.   

TF: For me I have always be really involved in the community and of course in-
volved in what my kids are involved in, and working in a town this size, it is rally easy to 
run across town to get something done. Your not investing 15 minutes drive time, you are 
investing a minute. It is really easy to get around. I really think it takes a village to raise a 
child. People know who my kids are I know who their kids are. It is common here for 
people, like me, to see a kid doin’ something and you don’t hesitate about telling them 
‘hey what are you up to’, and that is ok. The people here expect that. I like that. I like that 
we wave to each other. We kinda keep track of each other, it just makes me feel more se-
cure, especially when they were little. They could go to the swimming pool or the movies 
alone and I didn’t have to worry about them. I could take them up to the ski hill and 
people would just help and teach them how to ski. It is just that type of thing that you just 
to find that everywhere, so I think we are very blessed.   

PL: So your kids seemed to always have things to do? 
TF: Oh yeah, both my girls are national honors society students. They both played 

volleyball and basketball. Both on varsity teams. My oldest daughter also played softball, 
and my youngest was a statistician for the men’s baseball team. They were both on soil 
judging teams and livestock judging teams. 

PL: Do you live on a ranch? 
TF: Actually, I am married to a rancher, but I work in town and the kids went to 

school in town, so we decided to live in town. We have two ranches, one west in Batty 
and one in Plush. So my husband drives out to them everyday, sometimes to one or the 
other depending on the year. So it is really worthwhile for us. But my husband, even be-
ing a rancher, he is really involved in the community. He is on the state cattleman society 
and he has been on the local planning commission for like 25 years, past president of the 
round-up. We are both wear a lot of hats. 

TF: I am a real believer that you just sit and complain about things. You go out 
and make things happen. If you don’t like it then get involved. If you don’t want to get 
involved than be quite.  

PL: What is your perspective on the food system here in Lakeview? 
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TF: I am a real Stewarts marketer, which is the smaller of the two. For a couple of 
reasons. Probably my loyalty and because they are a bigger advertiser for the paper. I am 
a big believer in ‘what goes around comes around’. Also, it is a smaller business. They 
don’t have everything you need, but they do bend over backwards to get you what you 
need. I say this is what I need and they say check back with us next week. Sometimes 
when you are having a dinner party and you are running late at work you can just call 
Stewarts and say, ‘hey, can you put on a roast for me. I will pick it up at 6.’ Ya know. For 
Thanksgiving, they actually once delivered an entire meal to my house. I mean it is not 
Fred Meyer, but ya know, if you get to know the merchant they take care of ya. You 
know where they are really lacking ya know, and I don’t think it is their fault, but rather a 
problem of being at the end of the food chain, is that there is a real lack of fresh vegeta-
bles.  

PL: What is your perspective on having the prison in the community? 
TF: I am neither ne nor sey when it comes to the prison. I was on the Prison Advi-

sory Committee, and even when the PAC was created, I was on the chamber board and 
we did a lot of research on the status of prisons in California and Nevada, and doing that 
research made me understand it. They could have put it in my backyard, and I had two 
small girls at the time, and I would be like OK with it. I have never been threatened. As a 
low security prison, these are prisoners who are finishing up there time and I am thinking 
at this point they are not going to screw up and go back. I have never really been threat-
ened by it. It brought good jobs for a lot of people in Lakeview.  

TF: I was on the Economic Development Board years ago, and what we found is 
that when we talk about rural, we are not talking about the rural that some other people 
have in mind. Some people say rural is being in Philomath, where you are 15 minutes 
from the mall. So, it takes a different person to want to live in Lakeview. With that know-
ledge, I thought the prison was going to be a positive thing. From what I have seen, it has 
been totally positive. They seem to work with every entity. You see them working out 
there in the winter helping the elderly shovel their driveways in the winter. Many people 
were not jumping up to help out in that way, so they have done a good job of helping out. 
They are helping clean up garbage along the roads. So, they are really cleaning up our 
community with remedial jobs that we don’t have neither the time or the man power to do 
per se.  

PL: So, was there much local resistance to having a prison in Lakeview? 
TF: Oh my gosh yes. I mean my own mother-in-law was against it and she still is 

not happy about it. But, ya know, I think you can be either open minded or closed minded 
about it. Those who got educated about it didn’t resist it. Most everyone, even if they 
were for having a prison, voted against having a private prison. When this was all 
brought up, everyone was mad because they said, “why is it here, we voted it down.” 
There was ballot measure that asked who wanted a private prison, not just a prison. I was 
against that idea. If that happened we wouldn’t have any control over it. Anyhow, the bal-
lot measure did not say “are you against a prison?” To me, that word private, was a real 
key word. So they voted down a private prison. It split a lot of people and split up the 
community. From my experience, it has only been a small number of about 20 or 30 
people who really have been resisting it.  

TF: I think there are no private prisons in OR. Other states have them, but I don’t 
think any exist in Oregon. It has been a lot of controversy. Those who were strongly 
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against are still, I think, strongly against it. I would say that many of these people are 
thinking that it is not that bad now though. For the people who live near or closest to the 
prison, many said they were going to move once it was built, but I know of only one 
couple that actually moved. Others said they could care less if it was there. 

TF: My argument to people is that because we are so isolated and place where a 
lot of criminals pass thru, I thought having the prison would probably slow that down be-
cause they would know that a prison was hear. I don’t know for sure that it has slowed 
this all down, but it would be something to ask the police department.  

PL: What are some things that you would like to see change here in Lakeview? 
TF: I really think that we are at a crossroads. When I moved here 23 years ago I 

was concerned that all the businesses were run by people in their 60s. I was concerned 
because I didn’t see anything to help facilitate employee transition. The stores were 
owned by the same family for hundreds of years and they have absolutely no debts. But it 
is hard for somebody to just come in to have enough capital to just do it unless the owner 
of the business is really willing to work with them. I just think that we have really been 
out in left field in term of transition. I know we have now the Lake County Development 
that is trying to work with businesses to work on this, but it is a service that has unfortu-
nately come a little too late. We have a lot of businesses that come and go, but the good 
news is that it is easy to get into business here, but the bad news is that anybody can get 
into business here. They don’t understand marketing. So consequently, you have people 
in business who have no business being in business or don’t know the first thing about 
being in business. When they start something and it folds, they automatically say it is the 
economy. I can tell you without a doubt that that is garbage. We have just tons of people 
going to Klamath Falls to do their shopping. With gas prices as high as they are, it does 
not seem to me to be an issue of money if they are sending $50 in gas just to go to Kla-
math Falls to do their shopping.   

TF: To come into town to start a business, you have to have a lot of cash behind 
ya. There is someone in town who wants to pump half a million dollars into a store, and it 
just seems ridiculous. My speech always is that if you have that kind of money, why 
don’t you give some back to the community for god’s sake and try to help the next guy 
out. You know.  

TF: I think we need more staple businesses in Lakeview. I don’t mean having big 
department stores, I just think we have some businesses in town that are good examples 
of how to be successful. I think if you go about your business and hustle for it, you do 
really well here. Lakeview Lockers is doing really well. Several weeks ago she was tell-
ing me that she couldn’t believe just how well her business was goin’, and she sells 
things at cheap prices. It began as a processing plant. Many of her customers may very 
well be the prison folks.  

TF: I mean the prison folks are just people. There are some good ones and there 
are some bad ones, but I have met only good ones. My daughters have played on sports 
teams with kids of prisoners, and they are just fine. They are just people. They are just 
chasing job. 

PL: Did the prison bring in a lot of its own staff? 
TF: No, no. Most of the core staff is 2/3 local people. With the guards, they tried 

to hire a lot of locals, but many of the folks they hired were not used to working at a 
place where they had to be to work on time. In fact, my managing editor went to work out 
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there. Two of my neighbors work there. I mean they are just people. I mean, none of 
them have two heads or anything. They are just good people. I don’t think they have 
spent a lot of dollars locally, but I actually don’t think the businesses have gone out to 
grab them and attract them. It is a little bit on both sides. Some business owners have 
reached out more than others. I don’t think this is just an issue in Lakeview, but an issue 
everywhere. You an spend a lot of money here in Lakeview. I can spend a lot of money 
in town [laugh].   


