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FOREWORD

Information presented here came from Non-industrial Urban Owners of Forest Lands in
Benton, Lincoln, Washington, and Multnomah Counties, Oregon, 1973, a report to Oregon
State Department of Forestry and U.S. Forest Service, State and Private Forestry, Region 6,
May 1974 by K. B. Downing, K. P. Connaughton, and W. S. Hopkins, Oregon State University,
School of Forestry, Corvallis.
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URBAN OWNERS OF FORESTS IN WESTERN OREGON

Kent B. Downing
Kent P. Connaughton

Walter S. Hopkins

INTRODUCTION

Urbanites who own forest land belong to a larger category of owners often referred to as
small woodland owners. As a group, small woodland owners have been the subject of much
investigation. Little research, however, has focused specifically on urban-dwelling owners who,
as defined by the Census Bureau, live in communities of 2,500 persons or more and, for the
most part, work at occupations unrelated to forest land ownership. What are their reasons for
owning forest land? How are they using their land now, and what plans do they have for the
future? This publication reports findings of a study undertaken to answer these questions.

The report gives a profile of characteristics of urban-dwelling owners and their forest
ownerships. Sources for names and addresses of these owners are discussed as well as reasons
for stratifying ownerships by size class for more effective planning and delivery of programs in
forestry education.

We hope that personnel in extension and service forestry who work with management
problems of small woodland owners will find information in this report helpful in developing
programs in educational and technical assistance that better meet needs of their urban
clientele.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SMALL WOODLAND OWNERSHIP IN OREGON

Collectively, Oregon's nonindustrial private owners control about 5 million acres of
commercial forest land. This is nearly 20 percent of the state's total commercial forest acreage
and slightly less than half of the commercial forest land that is privately owned (3).

In western Oregon, about 22 percent of the commercial forest acreage-3.3 million
acres-is held by nonindustrial private owners. One-half is owned by farmers and the other half
by miscellaneous private owners, such as business and professional people, wage and salary
workers, housewives, and other nonfarm owners (3).

SOURCE OF DATA

Data were collected by questionnaire survey of urbanites who own forest land in Benton,
Lincoln, Multnomah, and Washington Counties in the Douglas-fir region of western Oregon.
Names of 1,174 nonindustrial, private landowners with urban mailing addresses were taken
from records of the Western Oregon Ad Valorem Tax (Timberland account printout)
maintained by offices of the county assessor. Owners in the sample counties, with forest land
taxed under the Western Oregon Small Tract Optional Tax (198 owners) and the Forest Fee
and Yield Tax (59 owners), were not included in the survey.

A mail survey was conducted during the fall of 1973, and a random sample of 40
nonrespondents was surveyed by telephone in April 1974 with a shortened version of the mail
questionnaire. The statistical information in this report was summarized from the mail survey.
The telephone interviews determined the extent of nonresponse bias in the mail survey, but are
not reflected in the tabular information.
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Of the 1,174 questionnaires mailed, 220 were returned undelivered by the U.S. Postal
Service. Altogether, including the 40 telephone interviews, information regarding attitudes and
land management objectives was secured from 527 respondents-55 percent of the landowners
who received a questionnaire.

OWNERSHIP CHARACTERISTICS

The Owners
Four out of five respondents were male. They are older and have completed more years

of formal education than the average Oregon citizen (Figures 1, 2).
A higher proportion of these landowners are employed in professional, managerial, and

related occupations than Oregonians in general, and the median family income of this group in
1973-$15,000-was considerably higher than that for Oregonians, as a whole-$12,000 (2,
Table 1).

The educational and occupational background of urban owners suggests that the owners
are capable of reading and interpreting technical information. Programs of educational and
technical assistance, designed to help these owners with land management and investment
decisions, therefore, can have a strong technical orientation.
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Three out of four are residents of Oregon and have lived in the Northwest for more than
25 years. Two-thirds live in communities of 10,000 population or more.

Twenty percent of the respondents indicated that they live in communities of less than
2,500 population (Table 2) and, by definition of the Census Bureau, would be classified as
rural residents. Because they maintained urban mailing addresses, which indicates a close
relation to urban settings, they were not excluded from the sample.

Size of Ownership
Four out of five respondents own only one tract of land, 13 percent own two tracts, and

6 percent own three or more. The median size of ownership is 40 acres, although individual
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Table 1. Occupation of Employed Respondents (1).

Occupational category'
Survey

respondents
Oregon

residents
Percent Percent

Professional, technical, and kindred workers 38 16

Managers, administrators, farmers, farm managers 23 11

Sales, clerical 14 27

Craftsmen, operatives, service workers, laborers 25 46

All( 100 100

'Fifty-eight (12 percent) of the 469 respondents who completed this
questionnaire were students or unemployed.

ownerships range in size from about 1 acre to nearly 5,000 acres. Size of ownership is
correlated positively with income, age, and education, but the differences are not great enough
to merit the development of different educational approaches for owners in each category of
size (Table 3).

Most of the acreage is held by few owners (Table 3). Eighty percent is owned by persons
with tracts of more than 100 acres. Only 5 percent of the landowners own tracts larger than
500 acres, but this small group owns 53 percent of the acreage. The implications of this
information for educational or assistance programs designed to have impact on the maximum
acreage is clear: concentrate efforts on the small number of owners with the largest
ownerships.

Reasons for Ownership
Respondents listed a variety of reasons for owning forest land (Table 4), and most (56

percent) have multiple objectives. This is particularly so among those who own more than one
forest tract. Their reasons for ownership vary from tract to tract.

Among the 44 percent who own land for a single purpose, 23 percent are seeking income
production, 13 percent desire a yearlong or part-time residence, and 8 percent own their
property for recreation and pleasure.

Desire for income increased with size of the tract, but desire for a second home or
permanent residence decreased with size of the tract (Table 5).

Table 2. Percentage of Re-
spondents by Size of Community.

Community
size Respondents

Percent

Under 2,500 20

2,500-9,999 14

!10,000-49,999 27

150,000-99,999 8

100,000 or more 31

All 100
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Table 3. Percentage of Respondents by

Size of Ownership.

Ownership
size Respondents Acres owned'

Acres Percent Percent

1-10 18 1

11-100 58 19

101-500 19 27

500+ 5 53

All 100 100

'Based on 447 respondents who owned a
total of 59,241 acres.

Table 4. Purposes for Ownership.

Purposes of ownership' -T-Tracts 2

Percent

RESIDENCE
Permanent residence (existing or planned) 28

Second home, summer cabin (existing or planned) 14

Retirement home 3

RECREATION AND PLEASURE
Satisfaction from owning land 38

Satisfaction from working own woods or farm 20
Active personal or family recreation 16

Nature study 7

INCOME

Income from farming or grazing 9

Income from leasing land to others 5

Income from sale of timber 26

Income from sale of Christmas trees 6

!Income from other business or commercial activity 2

!Tax shelter 3

Eventual commercial development or subdivision 5

Speculation on resale value of land for timber harvest 14

Speculation on resale value of stream, lake, beach, or
forest property for recreation use or summer homes 9

Speculation on resale value for commercial development or
subdivision 10

OTHER

Pass land on to children 3

Other reasons 3

'Based on 621 tracts.
2This column does not total 100 percent. Many tracts are owned for
more than one reason.
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Membership in Forestry-Related Organizations
Fewer than one owner in ten (45 of 487) belong to organizations concerned with the care

and management of forest land. The largest majority (29 owners) belong to woodland owners
associations. A few listed membership in the Industrial Forestry Association (3 owners),
Christmas Tree Growers Association (3 owners), Tree Farm Association (2 owners), Society of
American Foresters (2 owners), and the American Forestry Association (4 owners).
Membership is related to size of ownership (Figure 3) and, to a lesser degree, with education,
annual income, interest in earning income from the land, and reasons for ownership.

Management Assistance

Only two owners in ten, at one time or another, have employed others in the upkeep or
management of their forest land. Only 7 percent employed private forestry consultants.

Assistance in management of the property is related to size of ownership. Only 9 percent
of the owners of 1-10 acres sought help, but more than 40 percent of those owning more than
500 acres did so.

Management Activities
During the 5 years before the study, 43 percent of the respondents indicated they had

purposely left the land in an untouched condition. Seventy-nine percent, however, plan to
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Figure 3. Percentage of respondents who belong to forestry organizations.
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Table S. Reasons for Ownership, by Size of Tract.

Objectives
Perma- Second Income

Income nent home, from
Taxproduc- resi- summer sale of

Size of tion dencei cabin timber shelte
tract Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes N

Aces % % % % % % % % %

1-10 39 61 38 62 26 74 6 94 0 100
11-100 64 36 30 70 13 87 26 74 3 97
101-500 84 16 18 82 11 89 48 52 4 96
501 + 90 10 10 90 10 90 57 43 19 81

lExisting or planned.

initiate some form of forest management during the next 5 years. The degree of management
activity planned or underway increases with size of ownership as does the desire to earn
income from the land (Table 6).

A higher proportion of the nonrespondents (individuals contacted in the telephone
followup survey) expect to earn income from their forest property in the next 5 years-50
percent compared with 25 percent for the mail survey. (The proportion of owners by size of
ownership did not differ significantly between the two surveys.) Table 7 shows the percentage
of respondents who earned income during the last 5 years and expect to earn income the next
5 years.

Sales of timber and Christmas trees stand out as the principal sources of income that
owners earned or expect to earn from their land (Table 8).

Table 6. Percentage of Respondents Who Applied
Forest Management During the Last 5 Years and Ex-
pect to Apply Forest Management the Next S Years.'

Size of Pruning Planting l Thinning l Harvesting
ownership I Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No

Acres % % % % % % % %

1-10 17 83 24 76 17 83 2 98
11-100 30 70 32 68 32 68 20 80
101-500 39 61 47 53 45 55 39 61
500 + 48 52 52 48 52 48 57 43

'According to size of ownership.

Knowledge and Use of Forestry Services
Respondents' knowledge and use of forestry services available to private landowners

increased with size of ownership (Table 9).

Desire for Forestry Information
Seven out of ten respondents said they would like to receive published information and

the names of organizations that provide technical forestry assistance. Over half indicated a
willingness to attend educational meetings designed to help them with care and management of

r
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Table 7. Percentage of Respondents Who
Earned Income from Their Land During the
Last 5 Years and Expect to Earn Income
the Next 5 Years.'

LRespondents
Size of
ownership

Income earned
last 5 years
es No

Income expected
next

Yes
S years

No

Acres o

1-10 5 95 2 98
11-100 19 81 24 76
101-500 45 55 49 51
500 + 57 43 60 40

'According to size of ownership.

All sources

Table 8. Principal Sources of Income That Owners
Have Earned During the Last 5 Years or Expect to
Earn from Their Land During the Next 5 Years.

Source of income Income earned Income expected
Percent Percent

Timber sales 53 56
Christmas trees 14 20
Easements 11 4
Grazing 10 9

Leasing land 4 1

Subdividing 2 1

Other 6 9

100 100

Table 9. Respondents' Knowledge and Use of Forestry Services in
Relation to Size of Ownership.

Size of
ownership
Acres

Soil I State of Oregon
Extension I conservation district or service
service I service

I foresters
Percent Percent Percent

HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF FORESTRY SERVICES

Private
consultants

Percen

1-10 44 41 18 16
11-100 50 50 24 24
101-500 61 60 41 48
500 + 86 81 57 71

1-10
H

10
AVE US ED

7

FORESTRY SERV ICE
0

S

1

11-100 12 8 7 3
101-500 32 20 17 16
500 + 33 48 29 48
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their property. Most of these prefer an evening meeting during the week, located within 20
miles, and lasting no longer than 2 hours (Table 10).

Table 10. Respondents Preferences for Educational Meetings.

% Miles Ho urs t'
I

Weekday evening 70 1-10 100 1 22

Saturday 18 11-20 73 2 60

Weekday 18 21-30 42 3 18

Saturday evening 12 31-40 20

Sunday evening 9 41-50 15

Sunday 6 50+ 6

All 100

DistancelAttendancel Meeting lengthTime of meeting
L

'Based on attendance.

The proportion of respondents expressing interest in receiving forestry information and
attending technical meetings was greater for owners of larger properties, persons with more
education and higher incomes, and owners who had expectations of earning future income
from their property.

A larger proportion of nonrespondents contacted in the telephone survey expressed
interest in attending educational meetings-79 percent compared with 52 percent for the mail
survey. This difference may be because of the method of survey. Regardless, more than half of
the owners are interested in educational meetings.

Respondents were asked to list areas in published information that might interest them
and the published information they would like to receive. The subject matter listed in Table 11
is ranked according to the number of times each area was selected by respondents and the
percentage of items selected.

One item on the list is particularly relevant to the management of forest lands throughout
the state-the Oregon Forest Practices Rules. The respondents' knowledge of these rules is low.

Table 11. Subjects on Which Respondents Would Like to
Receive Information.

r

Sub j ect Frequency of selection
No. %

Timber management 102 13

Legal advice on forest land 94 12

Forest taxation 93 12

Managing water 76 10

Tree planting 74 10

Oregon forest practices rules 67 9

Timber marketing 63 8

Recreation improvement 58 8

Wildlife habitat improvement 57 8

(Tree farm certification 32 4

!Soil conservation 26 3

ILandscape management 22 3

All subjects 764 100
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Only 21 percent of the answers to ten questions dealing with the subject were answered
correctly, 33 percent were left blank or answered incorrectly, and 46 percent were checked
"don't know." Owners of large properties tend to be more knowledgeable about requirements
of the rules.

In general, the type of forestry information desired varies by size of ownership. A higher
proportion of owners with larger properties are interested in information about timber
management, forest taxation, and timber marketing. Information about landscape management
and tree-farm certification is more likely to be requested by owners with small holdings.

EDUCATION AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS:
IDENTIFYING THE AUDIENCE AND ADAPTING THE MESSAGE

Urban-dwelling, nonindustrial landowners are not homogeneous in reasons for forest
ownership, degree of management practiced, or desire for technical forestry information.
These factors show some correlation with education, income, and occupation of the owners,
but the degree of relationship is not strong. In general, the urban-dwelling forest landowner is a
well-educated individual who earns an above-average income and is interested in technical
information and assistance that concerns the care and management of his forest property.

There are, however, important differences associated with size of ownership. A higher
proportion of owners with larger holdings: belong to forest-related organizations; are
interested in earning income from their land and may have done so recently or expect to do so
within 5 years; have hired help for the care of their property; are aware of and have used
services of forest conservation agencies; want technical forestry information; and are interested
in attending educational meetings.

Education and assistance programs will be more effective and more likely to have an
impact if they are designed to focus on problems and interests common to landowners in
categories of specific size. For example, proportionally fewer of the small landowners
expressed a desire for earning income from the land, but are probably receptive to information
that would help them increase the personal pleasure they obtain from owning and perhaps
eventually living on the property. On the other hand, where the goal of an educational
program is to upgrade the level and quality of management on the maximum number of
forested acres in a given geographic locality (given constraints of time, money, and manpower
under which assisting agencies usually operate) program content should be developed around
problems faced by larger owners, particularly timber management, taxation, and marketing.

Timber tax rolls in Oregon provide a convenient way for service foresters and extension
personnel to identify names and addresses of nonindustrial small woodland owners, rural as
well as urban. Tax rolls list the acreage for each landowner and from this information,
ownerships can be separated into categories according to size. Educational programs then can
be developed to meet specific needs identified for selected classes in size of ownership.

In western Oregon, private forest lands are classified for tax purposes according to one of
three tax laws; Western Oregon Ad Valorem Tax, Forest Fee and Yield Tax, and Western
Oregon Small Tract Optional Tax. Tax rolls are available at the offices of the county assessor
for both the Ad Valorem Tax and the Forest Fee and Yield Tax. Information concerning
properties under the Small Tract Tax is assembled from records maintained by the Oregon
State Department of Forestry, Salem, Oregon.
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