Comparison of Library A La Carte and LibGuides


	Administrative
Features 
	Software Cost
	Administrative Overhead
	Extensibility
	Interface
	Course Pages
	Subject Research Guides

	Library A La Carte
	$0 for the software (but server space and maintenance are not without costs)
	Local Install
	Open source
	Fully customizable
	Yes
	Yes, coming

	LibGuides
	$899- $2,499 (annual license fee)
	Hosted service
	Closed system
	Some customization 
	Yes, but mixed with subject guides on landing page 
	Yes


	User Features
	Chat widget
	Drag and Drop
	Facebook integration
	Polls
	Tags
	Users can share to  social bookmarking sites
	Catalog Search 

	Library A La Carte
	Yes
	Yes 
	No (but you can build it)
	Yes with widget
	Yes tag cloud with del.icio.us searches librarians selected websites
	Yes
	Yes, with widget

	Lib Guides
	Yes
	Yes 
	Yes
	Yes
	Tags search other guides
	Yes
	Yes, integrated


Library A La Carte 
http://ica.library.oregonstate.edu/about/index.html
LibGuides

http://www.springshare.com/libguides/index.html
Oregon State University Libraries, 2008


