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    The Impact of Rural Electrification on Deforestation and Soil Fertility
  


  




	Creator:
	Tanner, Andrew M.
	Abstract:
	Deforestation and loss of soil fertility are two forms of environmental degradation with global importance. Theories of environmental degradation commonly cited in public and academic discourse have historically emphasized the role of human populations and national economic development as being the primary drivers of environmental damage. This thesis utilizes quantitative...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        52. 
      
    Social Learning and Adaptive Capacity in Collaborative Watershed Partnerships
  


  




	Creator:
	Calvert, Daniel T.
	Abstract:
	This dissertation examines learning driven adaptations in salmon recovery efforts and water resources management in Oregon. The case study utilizes a framework highlighting the connections between human and natural systems. Semi-structured interviews are used to analyze interactions between rural riparian landowners and watershed council staffs living and working in Oregon’s...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        53. 
      
    Science, Policymaking and the Politics of Climate Change in the U.S. and the E.U.: The co-production of consensus and controversy
  


  




	Creator:
	Martins Marcos, Patricia
	Abstract:
	Climate change policies present multiple quandaries to the field of public policy and science studies. Despite the prevalent scientific consensus, approaches demonstrate great heterogeneity. With one side advocating for the facticity of climate change and a pro-active stance, while the other argues about negative economic trade-offs, viewpoints diverge. Between controversy...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        54. 
      
    The Influence of Tax Composition on Tax Evasion
  


  




	Creator:
	Ivlieva, Anastasiia
	Abstract:
	Tax evasion is one of many problematic issues associated with tax systems that negatively affect
state’s ability to provide public goods and services. This study seeks to examine the impact of
tax composition on tax evasion using information about 150 countries from 1999 to 2007. The
paper adopts neoclassical theoretical...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Wind Energy in Klickitat County, Washington
  


  




	Creator:
	Grandolfo, Joseph D.
	Abstract:
	Wind energy has widespread public support; nevertheless, the emergence of local support or
opposition in response to siting proposals is often unpredictable. Uncertainty surrounding a
community’s response is problematic for both the company planning the project and for states
pursuing policies for expanded development and use of renewable energy. Given...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        56. 
      
    Stakeholder Perceptions of Public Participation in LNG Siting in Coos Bay, Oregon
  


  




	Creator:
	Gaustad, Brittany V.
	Abstract:
	Selecting locations for large energy facilities represents a land use dilemma: The beneficiaries of such facilities often are not the ones to suffer from adverse local impacts. As a result, it is not uncommon for local opposition groups to form in response to such proposals, and although opportunities for public...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        57. 
      
    Analyzing and Understanding the Latvian Environmental Movement
  


  




	Creator:
	Berzins, Mikelis I.
	Abstract:
	Several distinctive environmental movements of the past century have had major influence on public policies in the United States. More generally, social movements that push environmental issues into the limelight have the potential for significantly altering public perceptions, attitudes, and beliefs, thus driving big policy changes. This thesis examines the...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Where wildfire risk and social vulnerability coincide: mapping place vulnerability to wildfire over the coterminous US
  


  




	Creator:
	Wigtil, Gabriel A.
	Abstract:
	The hazards-of-place model of vulnerability to environmental hazards posits that vulnerability has biophysical and social components. While biophysical characteristics are important in predicting locations of elevated wildfire risk, the social characteristics of human communities may help us predict locations of elevated wildfire impacts. We examine the relationship between biophysical and...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        59. 
      
    Household Determinants and the Resource Consumption: A Case Study of Baghmara Community Forestry in Nepal
  


  




	Creator:
	Timilsina, Dinesh
	Abstract:
	This study examines the association of household characteristics with forest product consumption and other benefits derived from community forest in Nepal. The analysis is based on random sample data of 80 households from a Community Forest User Groups of Baghmara Community Forestry (BCF) in Nepal. Using an OLS regression to...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        60. 
      
    Visualization in environmental science
  


  




	Creator:
	Winters, Kirsten M.
	Abstract:
	The VISualization of Terrestrial and Aquatic Systems (VISTAS) software development project began with the proposition that visualization would increase the ability of scientists to explore and communicate their data, especially complex datasets that span multiple spatial and temporal scales. A case study of VISTAS articulates how and why scientists intend...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation
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    Utilizing relational and social network analysis to inform community-based climate change adaptation : a central Oregon case study
  


  




	Creator:
	Jacobs, Derric B.
	Abstract:
	Central Oregon's landscape is rich in dry forests prone to frequent wildfires. Climate change studies and improved modeling indicate this region could experience conditions that result in an increase in number and severity of wildfires. With the potential for increased environmental hazards, the nearby communities face potential risks and vulnerabilities...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        62. 
      
    A Sticky Problem: Identifying the Barriers to the Adoption of Fats, Oils, and Grease as an Energy Feedstock in Oregon
  


  




	Creator:
	Davidson, Ian T.
	Abstract:
	This study investigates the barriers faced by fats, oil, and grease (FOG) as an energy feedstock in the state of Oregon. FOG, which typically originates in food service establishments (FSEs), historically has been treated as waste, yet it also has the chemical make up to be an energy feedstock in...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    An Analysis of Community Attributes Likely to Result in School Districts Repealing Native American Mascots
  


  




	Creator:
	Miller, Alethia T.
	Abstract:
	Michigan’s State Department of Education issued a resolution in 2003 calling for all public K-12 schools to repeal their American Indian mascots and in 2013 the Michigan Department of Civil Rights filed a complaint with the United States Department of Education in response to school districts failing to do so....
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        64. 
      
    Party Favors: Evidence of Corruption in Party Campaign Spending
  


  




	Creator:
	Brainerd, Christopher Allen
	Abstract:
	While discussing what types of campaign finance laws are and are not constitutional in his opinion in McCutcheon v. FEC, 572 U.S. ____ (2014), Chief Justice John Roberts stated that “those who govern should be the last people to help decide who should govern.” His intent was to highlight how...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        65. 
      
    Square Peg, Square Hole:  Important Considerations in the Appointment of ACUPCC Implementation Liaisons
  


  




	Creator:
	Tuttle, Ryan Lawrence
	Abstract:
	The absence of federal climate legislation in the United States has led to a growth of sub-federal and non-governmental programs to combat greenhouse gas emissions. One such program, the American College and University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) seeks to mitigate greenhouse emissions from higher education through the voluntary commitment of...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        66. 
      
    A Health Impact Assessment of Proposed Changes in Rental Housing Policy in Corvallis, Oregon
  


  




	Creator:
	Householder, Sydney
	Abstract:
	Housing is the single most important environmental factor associated with high rates of mortality and morbidity (United Nations, 2007). Most Americans spend about 90% of their time indoors, and an estimated two-thirds of that is spent in the home (Klepeis et al., 2001). Studies show a link between substandard housing...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        67. 
      
    A Comparison of the Preferred Role of Science and Scientists in the Marine and Terrestrial Policy Process
  


  




	Creator:
	Kloepfer, Daniel H.
	Abstract:
	The role of science in marine policy, and environmental policy in general, is a debated topic.  Currently, there is an increasing desire for transparent and participatory democracy that involves more input from local residents and other non-experts.  These demands often conflict with the increasing complexity of problems and the real...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        68. 
      
    Seed quality and plant establishment studies of seashore paspalum (Paspalum vaginatum Sw.)
  


  




	Creator:
	Baker, Stanley D.
	Abstract:
	Seashore paspalum (Paspalum vaginatum Sw.) is an important warm-season perennial turfgrass, known for its tolerance to salinity. Turfgrass is used for homes, municipalities, sod farms, resorts, and sports fields. Seashore paspalum has historically been planted in sub-tropical and tropical climates because of its heat tolerance. Seashore paspalum could become an...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        69. 
      
    Evaluating the EWEB Model: Institutional Structure as a Determinant in the Success of a Voluntary Landowner Incentive Program
  


  




	Creator:
	Fishler, Hillary
	Abstract:
	Eugene Water and Electric Board (EWEB) located in Eugene, Lane County, Oregon, is developing a voluntary landowner incentive program that will provide monetary incentives to non-industrial private forest (NIPF) owners in the McKenzie River Watershed, EWEB’s drinking water source for the metropolitan area of Eugene, to promote good stewardship of...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Using the IDA Framework to Examine the Relationship Between Regulating Enforcers and the Commercial Trawl Fishery of Newport, Oregon
  


  




	Creator:
	Moon, Ruby
	Abstract:
	This research uses the Institutional Development Analysis (IDA) framework to examine the relationships between the individual levels of enforcement and the commercial trawl fishermen in Newport, Oregon, to determine if there is a difference in relationships and whether those differences impact compliance. While a difference in the relationships between the...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        71. 
      
    Resilience of large river basins : applying social-ecological systems theory, conflict management, and collaboration on the Mekong and Columbia Basins
  


  




	Creator:
	MacQuarrie, Patrick R.
	Abstract:
	River basins provide essential services for both humans and ecosystems. Understanding the connections between ecosystems and society and their function has been at the heart of resilience studies and has become an increasing important endeavor in research and practice. In this dissertation, I define basin resilience as a river basin...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        72. 
      
    An investigation and analysis of the incentives and disincentives for conflict prevention and mitigation in the Bureau of Reclamation's water management
  


  




	Creator:
	Ogren, Kimberly
	Abstract:
	This study addresses the question: "What are the incentives and disincentives for conflict prevention and mitigation in the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), and how do they factor into Reclamation's management of water in the western United States?"  Incentives and disincentives for conflict prevention (i.e., actions taken to avoid conflict) and...
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        73. 
      
    Income Inequality and Public Expenditure on Non-Compulsory Education in Western Europe from 1999-2010
  


  




	Creator:
	Young, Ryan
	Abstract:
	Policies in Europe over the last half a century have steadily dismantled the inequality-easing processes of the welfare state.  Current conditions coupled with concerns related to the recent economic downturn have heightened focus on the issue of income distribution.  Education has been identified as a resource to combat such ills....
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Women, poverty, and educational success : a critical exploration of low-income women's experience in community colleges
  


  




	Creator:
	Barry, Kate R.
	Abstract:
	The purpose of this study is to critically explore low-income women's experience as they negotiate post secondary education in community colleges. Three research questions explore the context through which low-income women have entered the college experience, what that experience is like for them, and how the community college experience has...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation
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    Public perceptions of sagebrush ecosystem management : a longitudinal panel study of residents in the Great Basin, 2006-2010
  


  




	Creator:
	Gordon, Ryan Patrick
	Abstract:
	Intact sagebrush communities in the Great Basin are rapidly disappearing due
to invasion of non-native plants, large wildfires, and encroachment of pinyon pine
and juniper woodlands. Land management options include the use of prescribed
fire, grazing, herbicides and mechanical treatments to reduce the potential for
wildfire and restore plant communities....
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation
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    Exploring pathways to adaptive collaborative management : a multi-case study of the National Riparian Service Team's place-based riparian assistance
  


  




	Creator:
	Smedstad, Jill A.
	Abstract:
	Adaptive collaborative (co-) management has received increased recognition as a novel approach to environmental governance that combines the dynamic learning features of adaptive management with the linking and network features of collaborative management. This approach is concerned with fostering sustainable livelihoods and ecological sustainability in the face of uncertainty and...
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        77. 
      
    Assessing sustainable governance in Kuwait after the First Gulf War
  


  




	Creator:
	Husain, Abdullah M.
	Abstract:
	The First Gulf War that took place in Kuwait in 1991 resulted in one of the worst environmental disasters in the history of mankind. Extreme pollution affected the soil, waters, and the air in Kuwait. In this research I try to look into how the Kuwaiti government reacted to those...
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis
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    Merging missions : a historical analysis of the University of Alaska Anchorage, 1984–2009
  


  




	Creator:
	Strom, Stephen L.
	Abstract:
	Literature on the evolution of the American higher education system includes a historical and consistent debate over the definition of the higher education mission in the country. Recent debate focuses on mission differentiation between the university and the community college. Acknowledging systemic changes in higher education historically occurred within regions...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation
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    The Politics of Small Farm Policy in Oregon
  


  




	Creator:
	Merritt, Terence
	Abstract:
	During the 2011 Oregon Legislative session, seven bills were debated that addressed policy affecting small farms. This paper seeks to understand the environment surrounding these bills: what is the political structure for determining small farm policy? To answer this question seven policymakers were interviewed and two legislative hearings were observed....
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    The relationship between vehicle miles traveled and economic activity
  


  




	Creator:
	Eckstein, Nathan
	Abstract:
	Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in the U.S. have exhibited an upward trend over time similar to that observed for GDP and personal income. While conventional wisdom suggests that economic growth leads to more driving and thus higher VMT, it is theoretically possible that the causation could also be the other...
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis
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    Do Community Driven Development (CDD) Programs Improve Social Relationships measured by Perceived Discrimination among Different Ethnicities in Nepal?
  


  




	Creator:
	Dhakal, Gunjan
	Abstract:
	Community driven development (CDD) is one of the recent approaches in the development arena that integrates people into mainstream development. Bringing people together into the development prospects through social capital is an important aspect of this approach that harnesses greater social inclusion and wider participation at the grass root level....
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Assessing water governance capacity in the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Albuquerque Area Office
  


  




	Creator:
	Pak, Mariya
	Abstract:
	In the Middle Rio Grande region of New Mexico, challenges such as droughts, growing urban demand for water, and newly listed endangered species have forced people to change the way that they manage water. New challenges in water governance have created cooperation among agencies that often have conflicting interests, goals,...
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        83. 
      
    Educating Pacific Northwest Campers on the Risk of Spreading Invasive Forest Pests through Firewood: Developing a Mental Model
  


  




	Creator:
	Runberg, Damon
	Abstract:
	The spread of invasive species into the Pacific Northwest (PNW) of the United States poses a serious threat to the valuable forest resources of the region. Many insects and diseases that are a threat to these forest resources can be transported inside firewood. When campers transport their firewood across borders...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        84. 
      
    Using the Advocacy Coalition Framework to understand challenges in urban water policy reforms: A case study of the Melamchi Water Supply Project in Nepal
  


  




	Creator:
	Maskey, Stuty
	Abstract:
	The Himalayan mountain range is one of the world’s largest sources of fresh water, and Nepal, situated at the foothills of the Himalayas, is endowed with ample water resources. In spite of this water abundance, drinking water supply in many parts of the country is inadequate, particularly in the capital,...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        85. 
      
    Technocracy, Democracy and the Role of Scientists in Natural Resource Policy
  


  




	Creator:
	Clark, Will
	Abstract:
	The complexity of modern environmental problems has increased appeals for including scientific research and findings in natural resource policy decision making. Though scientists, resource managers, interest groups, and the general public support more science-based environmental policy, these preferences have been accompanied by growing calls for decentralization and democratization of policy...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Linking Population Growth Reduction to Climate Change
  


  




	Creator:
	Jacobs, Derric
	Abstract:
	By 2050 the world population is expected to reach 9 billion. Fears of the impact of such a large population on earth’s environmental systems and finite resources have lead efforts by governmental and non-governmental agencies to assist developing nations in reducing fertility rates to slow population growth by direct medical...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Social challenges in managing natural resources in coastal fishing communities
  


  




	Creator:
	Sharp, Shayla B.
	Abstract:
	Two topics concerning fisheries management are considered in this thesis. The first concerns the social values that commercial fishing communities associate with commercial fishing. A survey of residents from eleven Oregon Coastal fishing communities was conducted to examine the social values associated with the commercial fishing occupation and fishing heritage....
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis
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    The supply and demand of university agricultural biotechnology research
  


  




	Creator:
	Yang, Hui
	Abstract:
	The objectives and characteristics of university biotechnology research, including its applicability to such industries as agriculture and food processing, arise from formal and informal linkages among university scientists, public and private-nonprofit funding sources, and industry. In the present study I develop, specify, and estimate a model of the supply and...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        89. 
      
    Innovation in China's furniture industry
  


  




	Creator:
	Cao, Xiaozhi
	Abstract:
	Innovation is considered the ultimate drive for business success. Fast growing furniture imports from China have become a controversial topic within U.S. wood and furniture industries. Low-cost production, which is stereotypically considered as the major competitive advantage of the Chinese-made products, has received considerable attention by a large body of...
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        90. 
      
    Federal Timber Payments and County Government Expenditures in Oregon
  


  




	Creator:
	Adams, Vince
	Abstract:
	The federal government owns 60 percent of Oregon’s forests and, since 1908, has shared proceeds from federal forest timber harvests with counties. These revenues
have provided a relatively stable source of funds for the provision of services by county governments in Oregon. Shared revenues from US Forest Service (USFS)
lands...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Public Perceptions of Oregon’s K-12 and Higher Education Schools
  


  




	Creator:
	Henthorne, Ryan
	Abstract:
	This study explores Oregonians’ attitudes about and perceptions of public education. Specifically, perceptions about education quality were analyzed, looking at the perceived quality of education today and how it has changed over the last 5 years. Questions posed to respondents about education funding, explored views on additional state funding needed...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Food Safety Issues in the Vegetable Trade between China and Japan: What is Required to Establish Effective Food Safety System in Their Bilateral Food Trade?
  


  




	Creator:
	Matsuda, Akane
	Abstract:
	In the context of expanding global food trade in which we import and consume a variety of foods from across the world, insuring food safety, an essential public health issue, has become a major concern in our food supply system. Over the past several years, food related scandals of Chinese...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Assessing water governance capacity in MENA : applying an institutional document analysis to Jordan
  


  




	Creator:
	Brown, Bridget N.
	Abstract:
	Water governance has been identified as a crucial component to improving conditions and balancing supply and demand of water resources in the water-scarce Middle East North Africa (MENA) region. Finding a method for, and commencing the process of, evaluating water governance is thus imperative. This study analyzes the potential to...
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis



    

  




  
    
    
      

  
      
        94. 
      
    Public Participation in Environmental Decision-making Process in China: A Case Study of the Anti-Nu River Dam Campaign in Yunnan Province
  


  




	Creator:
	Chen, Meian
	Abstract:
	The ever-increasing environmental degradation in China is leading people to pay more attention to environmental protection. Although Chinese government has made progress in dealing with environmental problems, the environment still gets worse. Thus, ordinary people began to take part in environmental issues, and make contributions to environmental protection. With increased...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    The Power of Choice : How Certain Policies Encourage Renewable Energy Development
  


  




	Creator:
	Aljets, Paul
	Abstract:
	Despite a great deal of attention paid to state renewable energy potential, there has been relatively little research on specific energy policies and their effect on the generation of renewable energy. This study seeks greater understanding of the state energy policies and how they individually affect the generation of wind,...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Exploring the Perspectives and Behaviors of Teachers on Invasive Species
  


  




	Creator:
	Root, Skye
	Abstract:
	This study explores the role of classroom use of live organisms as a pathway for the spread of invasive species.  The overall guiding research question is “Are behavioral changes necessary to reduce the spread from the classroom pathway?”  Using focus groups comprised of key educators, this study seeks to identify...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Institutionalizing sustainability in community colleges : the role of the college president
  


  




	Creator:
	Williams, Peter G.
	Abstract:
	The purpose of this research study was to describe and improve understanding of the meaning of institutionalized sustainability and the role that a college president plays in institutionalizing sustainability on a community college campus. The following questions guided the research: (a) What does it mean to have sustainability “institutionalized” at...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation
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    Spatial pattern and dynamics of hardwood patches in the Coast Range of Oregon, 1939-1993
  


  




	Creator:
	Hess, Rebecca Susan
	Abstract:
	Analysis of the long-term spatial pattern and dynamics of hardwood patches in the Coast Range of Oregon provides numerous ecological insights. Natural and anthropogenic disturbances have contributed to the development of a patchy mosaic of vegetation types in the area. Some hardwood patches in the Coast Range may be the...
	Resource Type:
	Masters Thesis
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    Changing federal county payments and rural Oregon counties: analysis of policy impacts and responses from loss of secure rural schools funding in selected Oregon counties
  


  




	Creator:
	Gaid, Dawn Marie
	Abstract:
	Changes in federal forest management, enactment of environmental policies, recessions and a shift to a global economy dramatically impacted counties between the 1980s and 1990s. In the 1990s, counties began experiencing a shift away from traditional natural resource extraction activities – amidst changing demographics resulting from rural restructuring taking place...
	Resource Type:
	Capstone Project
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    Dead wood dynamics and relationships to biophysical factors, forest history, ownership, and management practices in the Coastal Province of Oregon, USA
  


  




	Creator:
	Kennedy, Rebecca S.H.
	Abstract:
	Dead wood patterns and dynamics vary with biophysical factors, disturbance history, ownership, and management practices. Through field and modeling studies, I examined the current and potential future amounts of dead wood in two landscapes and region-wide in the Coastal Province of Oregon. The objectives of the first study were to...
	Resource Type:
	Dissertation
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