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The cranefly widely known as the European crane fly in the Pacific Northwest, Tipulapaludosa
Meigan, was first found in the region in 1965 in British Columbia, Canada. Since then, it
gradually spread across Washington and Western Oregon to the south, reaching Northern
California in recent years, and is currently the most serious economic turf pest in the northwest.
In 1998, a second, closely related cranefly species from Europe was found in the Pacific
Northwest. After noting unusually early spring crane fly development in turf areas near
Vancouver, Canada, B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Food Entomologist Bob Costello
submitted specimens subsequently identified by the Biosystematics Research Institute in Ottawa
as Tipula oleracea Linnaeus. The new species is very similar in appearance to T. paludosa and
similar biologically. It is also considered a serious pest of turf, cereal crops, and many other
commercial and omamental plants in its native Europe. However, T. oleracea can complete two

generations per year (European cranefly has one) and adult T. oleracea emerge in the spring as

well as the fall, when most European craneflies emerge.

A 1999 USDA APHIS Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey (CAPS) project was funded to
survey for T. oleracea in Western Washington. Both larval and adult identification and
collection methods were evaluated for survey use. Described characters for species-level larval
identification are ambiguous, making larval identifications unreliable and unsuitable for survey.
Additional work on larval identification is needed. Adult T. oleracea are identifiable by clear

eye-spacing and wing-lengthcharacters, which are described on a WSDA internet website at:
http://www.wa.gov/agr/lab/exotics/cranefly.htm. Adult T. oleracea were collected in several
Western Washington counties and in Salem, Oregon (by B. Bai, ODA) in 1999, suggesting a
contiguous distribution from B.C., Canada to Western Oregon. T. oleracea adults were collected
between April 1 and September 16, and in every moth during that interval except July.
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