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Sewing Equipment
4-H Clothing, SkilyLevel 1
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There are many kinds of sewing equipment jg %\’ou probably
already have some at home. Choose equipment help you do the job
nt, Yé

in the best way. When you need to buy eune t the best quality you

can afford.

Needles come in many types and sjges. edle should go with the kind of

fabric and thread you will be usgfg\Lhe needles should be small enough to
slip through the fabric easily 1 the hole with thread. Sharps and em-
broidery needles are two kg ecdles used for hands&ing. Embroidery
needles are sometimes cewelsgar’ps have r@ es to keep the

thread from slippi

n t
*
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Embroidery or %ve 1 &er ey reasy threading.
NN

@ A thimblé end )@fmger when you’re pushing the
hemmeed nNcedle imble%' in different sizes to fit the middle
. g fing y are, , but very helpful later if you are
S on heav csord oring.

*
Q.‘ns sh d}g , rustproof so they don’t damage the fabric.
Q~ They made {e el-plated brass or stainless steel. Some have flat
h

e some ads with colored balls. Dressmaker pins are medium-
f ins with s points. Silk pins are slender with thin points. Ball point
havegtr ?-shaped points. Ball point pins are used with knits and
@ oven f:vs f fine manufactured fibers.
Q‘ X, J Q™
% W. Koester, Extension textiles and clothing specialist; and Barbara J. Sawer,
nsion specialist emeritus, 4-H youth development; Oregon State University.
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Bent-handled shears are shaped to help you cut better. They have longer,
stronger blades than scissors. Shears should be sharp. They should open and
close easily in your hand and be comfortable to use. The blades of better
quality shears will be joined with a screw. Always keep shears closed when
you are not using them. Wipe the lint off the blades with a clean cloth.
Sometimes put a drop of sewing machine oil near the screw, then wipe away
the extra oil. Use shears for sewing only. Use other shears or scisgors for
cutting paper, plastic, or other things.

A seam ripper looks a little like a pen. It has a handle an d blade
with a sharp point. It’s used to cut every second or hen ripping a
seam.

Tape measures should bend easily, but not s ey often are made of

glass fiber or plastic-coated cloth and have s on the ends. Many tape

m measures have both inches and centim numbers should be on both
sides. It’s helpful if the numbers on (&ie begin at one end while the
numbers on the other side begin @)ther end.

A seam gauge is a small tool o check wldths of se@Q hems. Seam

gauges are available wi th 1nches an 1mete

Dressmaker carbo

for tra tte cnto the wrong side of
the fabric. Selec{a coMf close t f the ne that will barely show.
Test the carb a scrap ofafa to b u can see it. Wash the scrap
to be sure remo 1s hard to remove from some

light-co abr1
cing whee Q with er carbon to transfer the pattern
ngs t c a round blade with teeth like a saw, or a
C Qm oth ro ade

An th dry and settmgs is needed for pressing a variety of
fg Test {tmperature first by pressing on a small scrap of fabric.
ny. H

iron 1s t it may melt the fabric, leave marks, or make the fabric
le,the iron carefully. The owner’s manual will tell you how to use

and C our iron. Don’t press over pins as they will scratch the bottom
Q . Always turn the iron off when you are finished using it.

'\\2\& \\O

Q Extension Service, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Lyla Houglum, interim director. This
publication was produced and distributed in furtherance of the Acts of Congress of May 8 and
June 30, 1914. Extension work is a cooperative program of Oregon State University, the U.S.

Q Department of Agriculture, and Oregon counties.

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and
materials—without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age,
marital status, disability, and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status—as required by
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Oregon State University Extension Service is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.






