


The poinsettia can be grown in the
home after Christmas, depending on
one’s gardening ability. The plant can be
brought back into flower again for the
next Christmas, although often not with
the same quality. This is not easy,
though, and most poinsettia users prefer
to buy new plants each year.

Poinsettias can be maintained as
houseplants. New varieties will retain
most of their foliage through an entire
year, while at the same time making new
shoot growth. As soon as the weather
moderates and there is no danger of
frost, place the plant outside in a warm,
protected site. Prune back to within
6 inches of the pot, repot into new soil,
water, and feed to force new growth.

When the new shoots make 5 or
6 inches of growth, pinch out the
growing tip, leaving at least two leaves
below the pinch. As new shoots grow
from the bases of the leaves and make 5
or 6 inches of growth, pinch out the
growing tip of the newer shoots.
Continue this practice until the middle
of August to form a bushy, compact
plant.

At the same time, whether the
poinsettia is handled as a houseplant or
grown out of doors, fertilize the plant
monthly to ensure normal growth. Use a
complete soluble fertilizer at the rate
recommended by the manufacturer.

If the plant is grown outside, plunge
the pot (dig a hole twice the size of the
pot, line it with gravel to ensure the pot
does not stand in a puddle of water,
place the pot in the hole, and fill the hole
with soil to the top of the pot) in a
garden area that will receive full
sunlight. In order to ensure a balanced
plant, give the pot a one-quarter turn
each week.

During the summer growing season,
insect and disease pests may need some
attention. Consult your county office of
the OSU Extension Service for advice.
Follow label instructions when using
pesticides.

In late summer or early fall when the
night temperatures drop below 55 to
60°F, bring the plant inside and place it
near a sunny window, away from drafts.
Follow the poinsettia care instructions
mentioned earlier.

The poinsettia is in the same
day-length group as the chrysanthemum.
This means that flowers begin to form
when the days are shorter, or more
accurately, when the nights are longer.
The chrysanthemum blooms in the fall
when the nights begin to lengthen. With
the dark fall and winter days of western
Oregon, the poinsettia normally blooms
in late fall. However, with lights inside
the home, a poinsettia may not receive a
long enough period of darkness to start
the blooming process and could stay
vegetative throughout the winter.

To overcome this indoor light
problem, place the poinsettia plant in a
completely dark area from about 5 p.m.
to 8 a.m. daily until red color starts to
develop on the top leaves or “bracts.”
Interrupting the darkness by even a few
minutes may cause failure of bloom.
You can bring the plant into ordinary
light when the bracts begin to show
color, although better results will be
obtained if you wait until the bracts are
almost fully expanded.

The following is a general schedule
for handling poinsettias:

Mid-September. Bring the plant
inside and place in an area where drafts
can be avoided and the temperature does
not drop below 60°F.

Early October. Begin giving the plant
long nights (darkness from 5 p.m. until
8 a.m.). Mid-November. Color should be
showing in the bracts. Early December.
Bract color should be almost complete;
plant can be brought into ordinary light.
During the “bloom” forcing period, keep
the temperature between 60 and 70°F.
The plant should receive all possible
sunlight during the day. Reduce fertil-
izer applications, since the plant will be

making less growth while in the house.
If possible, avoid spraying the plant with
chemicals after the bracts begin to
develop color. Keeping a poinsettia from
one year to the next is a lot of trouble,
but you can do so if you are interested
and will take the time.

Ordering instructions

If you would like additional copies of
FS 162, Care and Handling of Poinset-
tias, write or fax:

Publication Orders

Extension & Station Communications
Oregon State University

422 Kerr Administration

Corvallis, OR 97331-2119

Fax: 541-737-0817

You may order up to six no-charge
publications without charge. If you
request seven or more no-charge
publications, include 25 cents for each
publication beyond six.

World Wide Web

You can access our Educational
Materials catalog and many of our
publications through our Web page at
http://wwwagcomm.ads.orst.edu/

Use pesticides safely!

* Wear protective clothing and safety
devices as recommended on the
label. Bathe or shower after each
use.

* Read the pesticide label—even if
you’ve used the pesticide before.
Follow closely the instructions on the
label (and any other directions you
have).

¢ Be cautious when you apply
pesticides. Know your legal responsi-
bility as a pesticide applicator. You
may be liable for injury or damage
resulting from pesticide use.
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