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This dissertation is concerned with the synagogue-affiliated

Jews of Portland, Oregon. Ernploying an elaborate questionnaire

this writer exarnined the ritual practices (horne and synagogue) and

traditional beliefs of Judaism as practiced or accepted by the Ortho-

dox, Conservative, and Reforrn Jews of Portland and thereby atternpt-

ed to reach a conclusion whether the three groups are actually three

in practice or rnerely three in narne.

. The findings of the study, in regard to the synagogue-affiliated

Jews of Portland, include:

l) The Jewish layrnenrs degree of perforrnance of rituals is well

below that theoretically required or suggested by their respec-

tive rabbis and denorninations;

Z) In actual practice the Orthodox perform traditional rituals and

accept traditional beliefs rnore consistently than the Conserva-

tive, who in turn practice traditional rituals and accept tradi-

tional belief s rrrore consistently than the Reforrn;
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3) The Orthodox and Conservative are almost equally observant of

those rituals which each denornination considers rnajor; however,

the Reforrrl are not as devoted to their rnajor rituals as the Or-

thodox or Conservative are to theirs;

The Conservative and Reforrrl are almost equal in devotion to

those rituals considered rninor by their respective denornina-

tions (there is very little devotion to thern);

5) The average educational background of the Reform rnernber

higher than that of the Conservative rnernber, which in turn

higher than that of the Orthodox mernber;

Those with the lowest educational background in each denornina-

tion (except in Reforrn Judaisrn) tend to be the rnost observant

of rituals and accept the rnost traditional beliefs in that denorn-

ination. There is a general tendency to becorne less observant

and accept fewer traditional beliefs as one acquires rnore edu-

cational background. This generalization, however, ceases to

be a valid instrurnent of differentiation when one compares people

of college education (as within the Reforrn rnovernent). The val-

idity of this differentiating device is rnost striking when compar-

ing people of grarnrrrar school and high school backgrounds (as

within the Orthodox and Conservative groups);

There are two separate and distinct groups (Orthodox and Re-

form) in Portland in regard to practice of rituals of the horne,

1S

ls

5)

7)



rituals of the synagogue, and acceptance of traditional attitudes

and belief s. (This individuality of denomination exists not only

when the previously rnentioned rituals and beliefs are considered

individually but also when they are considered collectively. );

8) The Conservative, however, are rrrerely a rnidway group between

the Orthodox and the Reforrn whose rnernbers, on the average,

could generally feel cornfortable in parts of either the Orthodox

or Reforrn groups.
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THE JEWS OF
THEIR RELIGIOUS

POR TLAND
PRAC TIC ES

(oR EGON):
AND BELIEFS

I. INTRODUC TION

Staternent of Problern

Studies have been rnade in Washington, D. C. (2, p. 100-1I5),

Milwaukee, Wisconsin ( l5), Mernphis, Tennessee (15, p. 4-5, 8-9),

Miarni, Florida (17, p. 4-71, and Suburbia, U. S. A. (9) describing

the religious practices of the Jews of those cities or areas. Sorne

of these studies have not only indicated the religious practices and

beliefs of the Jews as a whole but have even indicated to what extent

traditions are practiced and beliefs accepted by the rnernbers of the

individual branches of Judaisrn found in each city (Orthodox, Con-

servative, Reforrn). Not only have the Jews of certain specific cit-

ies becorne interested in the religious practices and beliefs of their

fellow Jews but the Reforrn movernent itself also undertook a lnas-

sive survey of the Reforrn Jews of the entire United States (14, p.

Il-3). - However, within Portland (Oregon) no study has previously

been rnade of the religious practices and beliefs of the individual

I'No inforrnation concerning national surveys conducted by the
Orthodox or Conservative groups is included in this study due to the
fact that no reliable inforrnation concerning the religious activities
of both gro.rp-, o" either group, has been gathered for public perus-
al by the parent organizations of these two groups. Saul Bernstein,
Administrator of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of



religious denominations within Portland Jewry or even of the Jewish

population as a who1e.

This study is devoted to two areas of investigation: first, to

give an x-ray picture of the rnernbers of the three denorninations in

regard to their religious practices and beliefs, to indicate what per-

centage of its rnernbers practice specific rituals and accept specific

beliefs; and, second, to consolidate the data so as to see whether

religiously the three Jewish denorninations of Portland are actually

three in practice or rnerely three in narne but one in practice.

By dividing the statistical inforrnation into nine groups (I) rnen

45 years of age and younger, 2) wornen 45 years of age and younger,

3) rnen 46 years of age and older, 4) wornen 46 years of age and old-

er, 5) men and wornen 45 years of age and younger, 6) rnen and worn-

en 46 years of age and older, 7) rnen of all ages, 8) women of all

ages, 9) total rnernbership (a11 ages and aII sexes))it is possible to

Arnerica, in a letter to this writer dated May 8, 1952, stated, t''We

have not conducted scientific surveys on the irnrnediate subject with
which you are concerned, and any surveys our organization has un-
dertaken have been designed for internal use. 'r Dr. Bernard Segal,
Executive Director of the United Synagogue of Arnerica (Conserva-
tive), in a letter to this writer dated llllay ZZ, 196?, stated, "I would
gladly help you with a copy of the report on the survey which we pub-
lished about ten years ago....However, I donrt think you need to feel
disappointed if you don't succeed in seeing this report. It was not
one of our better jobs, and, incidentally, this happens to be the rea-
son why we never reprinted it. It was done rather arnateurishly,
and is fulI of errors. I'
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note whether sex and/or age is a significant factor in regard to re-

ligious practices and belief s in any one specific group or in all groups;

by interviewing the different denorninational rabbis of Portland in re-

gard to the relative irnportance of the different rituals and beliefs it

is also possible to note the allegiance of Portland's Jewish layrnen to

the practices and beliefs espoused by their respective rabbis; and

in conclusion, in evaluating this inJorrnation it is possible to con-

clude whether all three Portland Jewish denorninations are rnerely

divisions in name and title only or in practice too.

The Sarnple

In Portland, there are three rnajor synagogues (led by rabbis)

and four rninor synagogues (Ied by layrnen). The rnajor synagogues

are the Shaarie Torah Congregation (Orthodox), the Neveh Shalorn

Congregation (Conservative), and the Ternple Beth Israel (Reform).

The srnaller synagogues are the Linath Hazedek Congregation, Con-

gregation Tifereth Israel, Congregation Ahavath Achirn, and Congre-

gation Keser Israel. (Of the srnaller congregations which have no

forrnal affiliation with any national denorninational organization, only

Congregation Keser Israe1 can definitely be classified as Orthodox in

philosophy and practice while the other three srnall congregations

would necessarily either be classified as Orthodox or Conservative

in practice, but definitely not Reforrn. )
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During the tirne that this study was being rnade (I951-62) tir.e

Shaarie Torah Congregation had a rnembership of 310 farnily rrrem-

bers (consisting of ttZ60 farnily rnembers, and "50 widowed lady

rnernbers, a total of 3I0 rnembers");' ,n. Neveh Shalorn Congrega-

tion had a rnembership of '1792 rnernbers;"3' 4u.rrd the Ternple Beth

Israel had a rnernbership of r'750 affiliated farnilies."5 (The four

srnaller synagogues had an estirnated joint rnernbership of. I25 farn-

ilies. )

Sixty-eight Orthodox rnernbers, 75 Reforrn rnernbers, and I18

Conservative members were interviewed, using the sarne question-

,r"i""5 for aII. In regard to actual membership this rneant that Zl.9%

of the Orthodox farnilies of Portland, 10.lTo of the Reforrn farnilies

2-Walsh, Phyllis, Office Secretary Shaarie Torah Congrega-
tion, Letter to Rabbi Jack Segal. March 13, 1962.

3-Bettrnan, Karl, Executive Secretary Neveh Shalorn Congre-
gation, Letter to Rabbi Jack Segal. March 23, 1962.

A'A rnernber of the Neveh Shalorn Congregation Board of Direc-
tors, however, estirnated the rnernbership as ". , .794 rnernbers in
good standing (that have paid their obligations in full for I961). Our
total book rnernbership is around 870 [the additional 76 being those
who have not paid their last yearrs annual rnernbership dues]
(Steinberg, Ben, Mernber Neveh Shalorn Congregation Board of
Directors, Postcard to Rabbi Jack Segal. April 2, 196Z.l

5-Lesrnan, Celia H. , Executive Secretary Temple Beth Israel.
Letter to Rabbi Jack Segal. I.ebruary ZZ, 1962.

6"o, the actual Portland questionnaire see Appendix I.



of Portland, and 14. 9To of. the Conservative farnilies of Portland

were interviewed.

In order not to get a representation of replies skewed in one

direction, groups of people belonging to the different synagogues were

interviewed at Sisterhood functions, Brotherhood functions, rneetings,

breakfasts, luncheons, dinners, etc. --functions which were not of a

religious nature. This was done so that there rnight also be a repre-

sentation of rnernbers who were very slightlyattached to the traditions

of their denornination but who attended "secular" affairs, dinners,

meetings, €tc., conducted in the Social HalI or rneeting rooms of

the synagogue. If only people coming f rorn a religious service were

interviewed the results would probably have been skewed in the di-

rection of the traditional. A true representation of Portlandrs syna-

gogue-affiliated Jews would not have been achieved.

Testing Device and Definitions

7
The questionnaire ernployed in the interviews to solicit the

desired inforrnation consisted of 69 rnajor questions and Zl sub-

questions, a total of 90 questions. It consisted of questions pertain-

ing to rituals performed in the horne, rituals performed in the syna-

gogue (or outside of the horne), and attitudes and beliefs. Due to

'ru" Appendix I.



the fact that each of the three denorninations does not accord equal

irnportance to all of the traditions and beliefs included in the inter-

view, and due to the fact that the different denominations generally

accord different values to the sarrle tradition or belief , a tableS was

also included indicating the different values of the different traditions

and beliefs to each denomination and their relationship to the values

assigned to thern by their sister denorninations. In this manner the

writer was able to devise a scale indicating the relative irnportance

of the rituals and beliefs to each denornination.

Arnong the terrns ernployed in this study which require at least

partial definition are:

I) Orthodox Judaisrn--that branch of Judaisrn adhering rnost devot-

edly to the biblical traditions and rituals and also the

Iater traditions instituted by the rabbis.

Z'l Reforrn Judaisrn--that branch of Judaisrn which ernphasizes the

ethical principles of Judaisrn rather than its rituals.

3) Conservative Judaisrn--that branch of Judaisrn which rnay be

considered sornewhere between the other two extrerrres.

4l Blessing before the rneal--the rabbis, in post-Biblical days,

8-See Appendix 2, Table 63. (The "Actual Values" of
are the result of calculations involving statistics cornpiled
questionnaire. The irnportance of the "Actual Value" will
cated later on. )

Table 63
frorn the
be indi-



instituted the blessing before rneals (Berakoth 48a).

5) Blessing after the rneal--after each rneal Jews are obliged to

recite a blessing as it is stated in the Bible 'rAnd thou

shalt eat and be satisfied and bless.... r'(Deuteronomy

8: I 0).

6) Covering the head at rneals--Orthodox Jews are obliged to cover

their heads at all times; Reforrn Jews are not obliged to

cover their heads at any tirne; Conservative Jews cover

their heads at least during religious services and usually

during rneals.

Friday evening Kiddush--a blessing recited over the wine prior

to eating the Friday evening dinner.

Kindling Friday evening candles--the rnother of the Jewish house-

hold usually lights at least two candles in her home on

Friday evening thereby ushering in the Sabbath(Shabbath

z5bl.

9) Hanukah--A Jewish festival usually celebrated in Decernber with

the kindling of candles.

l0) Purirn--A Jewish festival usually celebrated in March with the

giving of gifts and the reading of the Scroll of Esther in

the synagogue.

1l) Passover Seder--the farnily rneal eaten on the first and second

evenings of Passover. The ancient story of the exodus

7l

8)



from Egypt is read at this rneal.

l2l Tephillin--srnall prayer boxes and straps used during weekday

rnorning services at Orthodox and Conservative services

(Deuteronorny 6:8).

l3) Shibe'ah Mernorial Services--services of rnourning for the dead

conducted in the horne of the mourners for seven consecu-

tive days after the burial.

l4l Mez:uza}:.--a srnall rectangular piece of parchrnent with the bib-

lical passages Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and lI:13-21 written

thereon placed upon the doorposts of Jewish hornes (Deu-

teronorny 6:9; ll:20).

t5) Dietary Laws (kosher)--biblica1 and rabbinic laws regulating

the foods which rnay be eaten by Jews (at present only

the Orthodox and Conservative accept these regulations)

(Leviticus I I :3; Deuteronorny 14:61 .

l6) Passover Dietary Laws--those laws specifically regutating the

foods which rnay be eaten on the Passover festival (Exo-

dus I Z: 19; 13:7 | .

17) Yahrtzeit--the anniversary of the death of a beloved one coryl-

rnernorated by the recitation of the kaddish prayer.

Yizkor--special prayers recited for the dead four tirnes a year.

Kaddish--a special prayer recited specifically for the dead.

Torah Reading Service--the reading of Scripture frorn a

t8)

19)

201



parchment scroll on the Sabbath (and on Monday and

Thursday rnornings in rnany Orthodox and Conservative

synagogues ) .

Zll Rosh Hashanah--the Jewish New Year festival usually celebrated

in September.

?Zl Yorn Kippur--the Day of Atonernent, usually considered the rnost

holy day of the Jewish calendar, marked by fasting and

prayer. It is also celebrated in September or early

October.

Z3l Sukkoth--the Jewish Festival of Booths corrlmernorating the

Jewish wandering in the desert after the Egyptian exo-

dus. It is celebrated either late in Septernber or in

October.

241 Shavuoth--the festival of Pentecost cornmernorating the receiv-

ing of the Ten Cornrnandrnents on Mount Sinai. It is usu-

ally celebrated in May or June.

?51 Bar Mitzvah--the Sabbath service in which the l3 year old boy

reads a selection from the prophets thereby indicating

his coming of age within the Jewish religion.

?6) Bath Mitzvah--a service fairly sirnilar to the Bar Mitzvah serv-

ice in which a girl of approxirnately LZ years of age par-

ticipates. This is of fairly recent origin.

27) Revelation--Orthodox Judaisrn accepts as an historical fact that



IO

z9)

God supernaturally corrmunicated with Moses on Mount

Sinai and gave hirn the Ten Comrnandrnents; Reforrn

Judaism interprets that event but does not accept it as

an historical incident; there is no attitude inherent in

Conservative Judaisrn in regard to this matter since

Conservative rabbis can be found ranging along the en-

tire spectrurn, frorn the right of the Orthodox to the left

of the Reform.

Z8l Future Life--Orthodox Judaisrn speaks of a life after death; Re-

form Judaisrn and Conservative Judaism also speak of a

future life but they do not attempt to specifically define it.

Mixed Marriage--a mixed rnarriage is one in which the Jewish

partner rnarries a gentile who is not converted to Juda-

isrn prior to the rnarriage. The Bible prohibits Jews

f rorn entering rnixed rnarriages, as it is stated, "Neither

shalt thou rnake rnarriages with thern I rrry of the seven

nations of the land of Canaan] : thy daughter thou shalt

not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take

unto thy son. For he will turn away thy son frorn f ollow-

ing rne, that they rnay serve other Godsr' (Deuteronorny

7:3-41. Orthodox and Conservative Judaisrn strictly ad-

here to this prohibition while Reforrn Judaisrn is rnore

lenient in this rnatter, perrnitting its rabbis to officiate
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at mixed rnarriages if they so desi"". 9

30) Christian Festivals and Celebrations--the Bib1e prohibits in-

corporation of non-Jewish religious rituals into the prac-

tices of the Jewish people. It states ".. . neither shall ye

walk in their statutes" (Leviticus l8:3), The reason for

this is, "Take heed to thyself that thou be not ensnared

to follow thern.. and that thou inquire not after their gods,

saying: 'How used these nations to serve their gods,

even so will I do likewise.' Thou shalt not do so unto

the Lord thy God. . . " (Deuternonrny I2:30-3I). Ortho-

dox and Conservative Judaisrn place rnajor ernphasis

upon this while Reforrn Judaisrn places less ernphasis

upon it.

o
'rt hr" been

rnately 35% of. the
perforrning rnixed

reported that within Reforrn Judaisrn "approxi-
Reforrn rabbinate is considered to presently be
rnarriagesr'(20).
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il. DEVOTION TO RITUALS

Attachrnent to "Majoril and I'Minort' Rituals

The statistics tabulated in the first 61 Tables of Appendix 2

definitely inaicate that the three Jewish d.enorninations in Portland

react differently toward the different Jewish traditions, rituals, and

beliefs. This writer therefore asked the four active rabbisl0 of

Portland, representing the three denorninations, to evaluate the irn-

portance of the different rituals, custorrrs, and traditions according

to the beliefs of their specific denorninations. In order to set a

means of cornparison of the different rituals it was decided to as-

sign the rituals and beliefs the values specified in Table 62 of. tir,e

Appendix, thereby indicating their relative irnportance to each spe-

cific denornination.

The nurnerical value systerns indicated in Table 63 of. the Ap-

pendix were devised by Rabbi Yonah Geller (for the Orthodox), Rabbi

l0Rr.bUi 
Joshua Starnpfer is presently the rabbi of the Con-

servative Neveh Shalorn Congregation; however, Rabbi Philip Klein-
rnan, until he retired in 1955, was the rabbi of the Neveh Zedek
Congregation (Conservative)(which in 196I arnalgarnated with the
Ahavai Shalom Congregation to forrn the Neveh Shalorn Congrega-
tion). Rabbi Kleinrnan is presently on the staff of the Jewish Edu-
cation Association of Portland. Hence there are four rabbis for
the three denorninations.
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Philip l(leinrnan (for the Conservative). 1l 
"rrd 

Rabbi Ernanuel Rose

(for the Reform). These values were assumed to be the theoretical

values assigned to these traditions using a rating systern rnade by

each denornination. In order to deterrnine the actual attitude of the

rnembers of the denorninations toward the specific traditions, rrAc-

tual Values" were calculated by rnultiplying the rrTheoretical Values"

assigned to the specific traditions by the percentage of the denornin-

ation actually practicing the ritual or accepting the specific belief.

This new value was called the "Actual Value. " (See Tab1e 53 of the

Appendix for a cornparison of the rrTheoretical Valuesrrand the Ac-

tual Values" for a list of. 24 rituals, traditions, and beliefs. )

Table 63 of. the Appendix indicates that while the Orthodox as-

sign a total value of I3Z to tlne 24 listed traditions and beliefs, the

Conservative assign to thern a value of 113, and the Reforrn assign

to thern a value of.77,5. Hence one rnay deduce frorn this, on the

basis of the 24 traditions specified in this list, that the perforrnance

of rituals and traditions is of rnost value to the Orthodox, of lesser

"*"OOi Joshua Starnpfer, rabbi of the Neveh Shalorn Congre-
gation, was also asked to devise a Conservative nurnerical value
systern for the rituals, custorns, and traditions; however, in a let-
ter to this writer, dated Septernber 14, 1962, Rabbi Starnpfer re-
plied, rrI further regret that I have little interest in questionnaires
but I arn sure that your book will be a success without rny rnodest
contribution. " Hence Rabbi Kleinrnan alone had to devise the Con-
servative nurnerical value systern even though there are two Con-
servative rabbis in Portland.
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value to the Conservative, and of considerably less value to the Re-

forrn. While there is only a nurnerical differential of I9 points be-

tween the Orthodox and Conservative groups there is a 54.5 point

differential between the Orthodox and the Reforrn and a 35.5 point

differential between the Conservative and Reform. Hence, the Or-

thodox and Conservative are sirnilar in the sense that both groups

place great ernphasis on the perforrnance of rituals (even though the

Orthodox rnay do this to a greater extent than the Conservative);

however, the Reforrn differ considerably frorn the other groups and

place rnuch less ernphasis on rituals than the two previously men-

tioned groups.

In order to cornpare the actual practices of the three denorn-

inational groups of Portland this writer devised a I'Coefficient of

Observanc€,rrequal to the surn of the I'Actual Values" divided by

the surn of the t'Theoretical Values" (C = #*,. Coefficients

were calculated for three separate and distinct situations:

I) 'Where the surn of the "Actual Values" for each de-

nornination is divided by the corresponding surn of the I'Theoretical

Values " (Ca) ;

Z) W'here the partial surn of the "Major Actual Values"l2

t',,r"jorrr rituals are
cal value of 3.5 and higher.

defined as those rituals given a nurneri-
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is divided by the corresponding partial surn of the rrMajor Theoretical

Values" (Crn);

3) 'Where the partial surn of the "Minor Actual Valoes"l3

is divided by the corresponding partial surn of "Minor Theoretical

Values " (Ci).

The "Ca" values of Table 64 of. the Appendix indicate that the

Orthodox are generally rrrore observant of their rituals than the Con-

servative are of their rituals; and the Conservative, in turn, are

rnore observant of their rituals than the Reforrn are of their rituals.

The "Crnil and ilCi'r values were established in order to differ-

entiate between the denorninational "rnajor" and rrrninorrr rituals. The

rrCrrlrr values indicate how devoted the rnernbers of the three denorn-

inations are to their denorninationally "rnajoril rituals. The Ortho-

dox and Conservative values for rrCrrrrr are aknost equal (Orthodox

.5L, Conservative .58) while the Reforrn value is considerably low-

er (.48). This indicates that the Orthodox and Conservative rnerrl-

bers of Portland are aknost equally devoted to their respective "rna-

jortr rituals, those rituals stressed by their leaders. However, it

should be noted that the Conservative give rrrnajorrrstatus to con-

siderably fewer rituals than the Orthodox. Sirnilarly, the rrcnlrr

t3- "Minorrr rituals are defined as those rituals given a nurrrer-
ical value of 3. 0 and less.
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value for the Reforrn indicates that the Reform mernbers of Portland

are less devoted to their I'rnajorrrrituals than the Orthodox and Con-

servative are to their respective "rnajorrr rituals. It should also be

noted that the Reforrn give rrrnajoril status to considerably fewer rit-

uals than either the Orthodox or Conservative.

The values for "Ci" given in TabIe 64 of. the Appendix (Con-

servative .2I, Reforrn.28) indicate that the Conservative and Re-

r4forrn are fairly equal in "devotionrr to their respective rrrninorrl

rituals--there is very little 'rdevotion" to their rrrninor" rituals. (In

fact, the Reforrn of Portland are slightly rnore devoted to their 'rrni-

norrrrituals. ) The extrernely low values for "Ci" indicate that those

rituals which were given "rninorrr status by the rabbis were greatly

ignored by their congregants. (However, one should not conclude

frorn this that the observance of rituals by Congregants is directly

dependent upon the rabbinic attitude toward the specific ritual for it

is quite possible that the converse is true--that the rabbis evaluate

the rituals in light of the degree of observance of the ritual on the

behalf of the congregants. )

t4
No value was calculated for the Orthodox since

t}:,e 24 rituals was considered by Rabbi Geller as being
defined by this writer). Hence there was not sufficient
a proper calculation of I'Ci. r'

only one of
rrrninor" (as
data to rnake
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Relation Between Perforrnance of Rituals
and Years of Schooling

In order to learn whether there is a direct relationship within

each denornination between the years of schooling and the observance

of the rituals and traditions a scale was devised whereby it is poss-

ible to grade the four corrrponent groups of each denornination (I. rnen

aged 45 and younger, Z. worrlen aged 45 and younger, 3. rnen aged

46 and older, 4. wornen aged 46 and older) as to the rnost observant,

least observant, and interrnediary observant groups. Table 65 of.

the Appendix indicates the evaluation systern for observance. In

order to be considered rnore observant than the next division one

rnust have at least a 5To degree of observance rnore than the next

group. For exarnple if the following four groups observe a particular

ritual in the following manner:

A--- ----93%

B--- ----78%

C--- ----70T0

D--- ----6r%

then the scoring systern would be as follows:

A

B

4



However, if the differential between two

A and B, is less than 5To (it A is 93% and

groups would share the cornbined values

second rnost observant groups and hence

of 3. 5.

I8

groups, for exarnple betweerr

B is 91%) then these two

of the rnost observant and

each would receive a score

rnploying this system of scoring, values were assigned to the

four age - s ex groups for I 8 rituals, traditions, and belief s . Thes e

rituals and beliefs were divided into three groups:

I) Rituals of the horne,

Z) Synagogue Rituals,

3) Belief s and Attitudes.

The three Jewish denorninations were not cornpared to each other on

the basis of these values but rather the four age-sex groups within

each denornination were cornpared to each other. (Tables 66, 67, 68

of the Appendix indicate the values assigned to the different groups

on the basis of the assigned values stated in Table 65 of. the Appen-

dix. )

Table 66 indicates that within Portland's Orthodox cornrnunity

the wornen aged 46 and older are by far the rnost constantly observ-

ant of the four Orthodox age-sex groups while the rnen aged 46 and

older are by far the least constantly observant of the groups. Table

56 also indicates that the older orthodox worrlen (46 years of age and

older) received the least arnount of forrnal schooling (6. 6 years) of
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any of the four groups.

It seerns quite possible that people of litt1e education, especially

when they have not even cornpleted a grammar school education, are

readily arnenable to becorne extrernely devoted to the rituals of a

religion, far rnore than well-schooled and educated people, due to

the fact that they faII prey to superstitious beliefs and expect that a

devotion to the rituals of oners religion rnay be personally beneficial.

It is also quite possible that one of the effects of a good educa-

tional background is to teach individuals to think for thernselves and

to question the 'rabsolutesrr of past generations. (This need not mean

that these "absolutesrrrnust be overthrown, but at least they becorne

rnatters for discussion. ) On the other hand, people who have had

very litt1e schooling, both forrnal and informal, tend to accept the

Iveritiesil of the past to a greater extent than those who have had the

opportunity to study and think. Hence it is quite understandable why

the older Orthodox worlen of Port1and, with an average of 6. 6 years

of schooling, tend to be continually rnore observant than the other

Orthodox age-sex groups who have better scholastic backgrounds.

This theory, superficially, does not seern to explain why the

older Orthodox rnen (46 years of age and older) are the least observ-

ant of all the Orthodox groups. Since they rnerely average 9.2 years

of schooling this theory would seern to predict that they woutd be

fairly sirnilar to the older Orthodox women rather than the least
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obs ervant.

It is quite possible, however, that the rnajority of these rnen

I'broke" with Orthodox tradition many years ago when rnost of them

arrived f rorn Europe and were obliged to work on the Sabbath, work

on the holidays, and cornrnit other infractions of the Orthodox laws

in order to earn a living to support thernselves and their farnilies.

After a while this "way of life'r rnay have becorne I'habitualt'and even

later when they no longer had to transgress Orthodox Iaw to earn a

livelihood they rnerely continued their previous actions,'5 ho*"r"",

these actions were originally precipitated because they were abso-

lutely necessary for the preservation of their lives and the lives of

their farnilies.

It is quite possible that had these rnen jointed the Conservative

or Reforrn synagogues of Portland they rnight have been considered

the rnore observant of these groups, especially the latter, however,

lnany of thern did not join Conservative or Reforrn synagogues not

because of religious convictions but rather because of a feeling of

being socially and educationally uncornfortable in these groups. The

average nurnber of years of schooling for all the rnernbers of the

Orthodox congregation is 10.3 years, only 1. I years of schooling

15_. .This is quite sirnilar to Dr. Gordon Allportrs Functional
Autonorny.
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above their average. However, the average nurnber of years of

schooling for all the rnembers of the Conservative congregation is

13.0 years, 3.8 years of schooling above their average, and the av-

erage number of years of schooling for all the rnernbers of the Re-

forrn congregation is L5.Z years, 5.0 years of schooling above their

average. Hence it is quite possible that while there rnay be no, or

little, difference between their religious practices or theological be-

liefs and those of the Conservative or even the Reform rnovernents,

they still rernained with the Portland Orthodox group in order not to

feel "socially or educationally uncornfortable. I'

This theory, that within a specific group those with the least

educational background tend to be constantly rnore observant than

those with a greater educational background, and those with the

greatest educational background tend to be the least regularly ob-

servant, seems to be well substantiated by the statistics of Table

67 of. the Appendix concerning the rnernbers of Portland's Conserva-

tive congregation.

W'ithin Portland's Conservative denornination the older wornen

(aged 46 and older) are by far the rnost constantly observant of the

four Conservative age-sex groups while the young rnen (aged 45 and

younger) are by far the least constantly observant of the four groups.

An inverse relationship between ritual observance and years of

schooling exists in regard to these groups. The older worrren
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average only 10.7 years of schooling (the least for the Conservative

denornination) while the younger rrlen average 15.5 years of schooling

(the rnost for the Conservative denornination). The other two groups

(younger wornen and older rnen) are between the two extrernes in re-

gard to degree of observance, and sirnilarly both of these groups lie

between the two extrernes in regard to years of schooling.

Within Portlandrs Reform rnovernent this theory once again,

superficially, does not seerrl to be accurate since Table 68 of the

Appendix indicates that the younger rrren, younger wornen, and the

older wornen of the Reforrn rrroverrrent are alrnost exactly sirnilar in

regard to degree of observance while the older Reforrn rnen score

highest in regard to degree of observance for the four Reforrrl age-

sex groups. Superficially this seerns strange since the older Reforrn

rnen have the second highest scholastic background of the four groups

while the older Reforrn wornen,with the srnallest scholastic back-

ground of the four,seem to be the Ieast observant.

This writer contends that these statistics do not invalidate the

theory but rather rnerely require a qualification to the theory. The

qualification is that the theory applies only when dealing with a group

where the constituents of the group have rnerely a grarrrrnar school

or.a high school education, or where the gamut of educational back-

grounds is fairly widespread extending frorn grarrlrnar school to col-

lege. However, if all the constituents of the group have at least the
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beginnings of a college education, &s is noted in the Reform sarnple

where even the group with the least arnount of forrnal education av-

eraged 13.8 years of schooling (within the college sophornore year),

this theory is not applicable. The reason for this is that there is a

critical cut-off point beyond which a person's way of thinking does

not change. It seems fairly logical to say that the rnanner of thinking

of a Ph. D. and a person who has done two years of post-doctoral

study will not differ rnerely because of the difference of two years

of additional study. Hence, alrnost all the Reforrn groups (except

the older Reform rnen) are alrnost equal in their constancy of observ-

ance of the rituals.

The Relationship of the Three Denorninations
to Each Other

Many rabbis in the United States have cornrnented that outside

of the great rnetropolises of the United States (New York, Chicago,

Philadelphia, Boston, Baltirnore, and several other large cities) the

three Jewish denorninations are three in narne only; however, in

practice they are almost, if not exactly, alike. It is extrernely dif -

ficult, they say, to distinguish between the Orthodox and the Con-

servative, the Conservative and the Reforrn, and even between the

Orthodox and the Reforrn in the srnaller cities. Mernbership in a

particular congregation labeled with a specific denorninational
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appelation is not precipitated by conviction and the perforrnance of

the denorninational traditions, they contend, but rather by "ancestralrl

and farnily rnernbership, social reasons, etc.

In order to cornpare the three denorninations of Portland to

learn whether they are actually one in practice but rnerely three in

narne, or whether they are three in narne and practice too, this writ-

er cornpared the three groups, using two different rnethods, in re-

gard to 4L rituals of the home, rituals of the synagogue, and atti-

tudes and beliefs. (See Table 69 of the Appendix. )

Using the perforrnance of rituals by the Orthodox of Portland

as the norm this writer compared the performance of these same

rituals as perforrned by the Conservative and also by the Reform of

Portland to this norrn. Table 69 of the Appendix is divided into three

sections so that this comparison rnay be rnade in regard to a) rituals

of the horne, b) rituals of the synagogue, c) attitudes and beliefs, and

d) a cornbination of all three.

Let "R, T" represent a terrn I'Relative Traditionalisrn" connot-

ing the relative perforrnance of the traditional rituals and the accept-

ance of the traditional beliefs of a specific group in cornparison to

the Orthodox of Portland. Hence R, T would rePresent the Relative

Traditionalisrn of a specific denornination (d) (given the subletter rrcrr

for Conservative and "r" for Reforrn) and for a specific type of tra-

dition (t) (given the subletter 'rhn for horne rituals, "s" for synagogue

r1
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rituals, rrarr for attitudes and beliefs, and trtotrt for a cornbination of

all three). Hence R. T. c, h would represent the value of the con-

servative perforrnance of the rituals of the home divided by the or-

thodox perforrnance of those sarne rituals. Sirnilarty R. T. r, tot

would rePresent the Reforrn value for all the 4I rituals and beliefs

divided by the Orthodox value.

Table 70 of the Appendix indicates a value of. .7 9 for R. T. c, tot

which is .2I below the Orthodox value of 1.00 and . ZZ above the value

of R. T. r, tot. Hence this irnplies that in Portland the Conservative

grouP stands traditionally rnidway between the Orthodox and Reforrn

groups, that if a spectrum of observance could be devised the Ortho-

dox and the Reforrn would be at separate locations on the spectrurn

with the Conservative rnidway between both of thern.

This rnidway value can also be noted in the subdivisions:

l) R. T. c, h is . 24 below the norrn, while R. T. r, h is . 24 be-

low R, T. c, h;

Zl R. T. c, s is .25 below the norrn, while R. T. r, s is .ZZbe-

low R. T. c, s;

3) R. T. c, a is . 14 below the norrn, while R. T. r,3 is . 16 be-

Iow R. T. c, a.

Hence it rnay be safely stated that one specific differentiation

arrrong the rnernbers of the three groups rnay be rnade frorn their

observance of the traditional rituals and the acceptance of the
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traditional beliefs. The Orthodox are the rnost observant of these

traditional rituals and beliefs, followed by the Conservative group,

who in turn are followed by the Reforrn. The Conservative group is

rnidway between the other groups in regard to the observance of tra-

ditional rituals and the acceptance of traditional beliefs.

However, in order to dernonstrate whether the three denornin-

ations are actually three in narne and practice or rnerely in narne only

the Chi Square statistical tool rnust be employed (4, p. Z?l-226). In

the Tables ernployed to calculate the X2 r."1,r"", (Tables zI-79) the

unparenthesized numbers indicate the nurnber of people interviewed

who would fit into each category. (These values were calculated by

ernploying the results of Table 69. ) The starred nurnbers in the par-

entheses indicate the theoretical values which would apply if the hy-

pothesis of independence would exist whereby the denorninations in

question could be considered as corning frorn one population. In

Table 80, indicating the calculated x2 values, the starred values

indicate the calculated xZvalues which were higher than 3.84, the
)

X" value for one degree of freedorn at tihe 5To Ievel of significance.

For those values the hypothesis of independence cannot be accepted.

In Table 80 the first two subnotations indicate calculations

rnade for two specific denorninations ('ro[ for Orthodox, ilcil for Con-

servative, "r" for Reforrn) while the third subnotation indicates the

aspect of Judaisrn in question (r'h, is for horne rituals, ,rs, is for



27

synagogue rituals, rrbrr is for traditional beliefs, rrttr is for a corrlpos-

ite of al1 three). Hence XZ.,r,s would apply to Table 25, an evalu-

ation of the relationship between the Conservative and Reforrn in re-

gard to synagogue rituals.
.)

The 1' V"Io"" at the 5% Leve| of significance indicate that the

Orthodox and Reforrn in Portland are distinctly different and separate

in regard to their religious practices concerning synagogue ritual,

horne ritual, acceptance of traditional beliefs--and also in regard to

a composite view of all three considered together. Tables Tl and,7?,

however, indicate that in practice the Conservative group of portland

is not entirely unique as a religious denornination but rather, on the

average, its rnernbers can be part of either the Orthodox or Reforrn

populations (probably of the left wing of the orthodox or the right

wing of the Reforrn). This sirnilarity exists especially in regard to

the practice of the rituals of the horne. rt does not, however, exist

in regard to the practice of the rituals of the synagogue where a1l

three denorninations act uniquely. A sirnilarity between ortho-

dox and conservative Judaisrn in contradistinction to a dis-

sirnilarity between conservative and Reforrn Jud.aisrn, however, pre-

sents itself in regard to the acceptance of traditional beliefs.

In conclusion, the 12 values seerrr to indicate two definitely

distinct groups (orthodox and Reforrn) with the Conservative being

a midway group whose rnernbers, on the average, could generally
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feel cornfortable in parts of either the Orthodox or Reforrn groups,

t Thi" conclusion would seern to hypothesize that within Portland

Jewry there are only two theological groups, the Orthodox and the

Reform; however, the Conservative would not be a third theological

entity but rather a group which rneets a sociological need rather than

a theological need. Possibly, rnany of todayrs Conservative merrr-

bers would have been satisfied with a "rnodern Orthodox" Judaisrn

but did not want to be stigrnatized with the label I'Orthodoxil which to

many symbolized t'old fashionedrr or rrout of date. I' Sirnilarly, many

of todayrs Conservative rnembers would have been satisfied with a

rrmoderate Reform" Judaisrn but did not want to be stigrnatized with

the label t'Reform'r since to rnany this was rnerely one brief step

away f rorn Unitarianisrn or Christianity. Hence for psychological

and sociological reasons they joined this third group, the Conserva-

tive group, rnidway between the two extrernes. However, this the-

ory would require further investigation.
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UI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

"a''
The survey of the synagogue-affiliated Jews of Portland, con-

ducted during 196l-62, indicated that there is a great disparity in

each denornination (Orthodox, Conservative and Reforrn) in regard

to that which is theoretically expected of each rnember and that which

is fuUilled by the individual rnernber, with the practiced being well

below the theoretical goal set by the denorninational rabbis. In ac-

tual performance the Orthodox perforrn traditional rituals and accept

traditional beliefs rnore consistently than their Conservative fellow

Jews, who in turn perforrn traditional rituals and accept traditional

beliefs rrrore consistently than their Reforrn fellow Jews; however,

this is to be expected since the latter two groups have negated rrrany

traditions and beliefs to which the Orthodox still cling quite tena-

ciously.

However, it is interesting to note that the Orthodox and Con-

servative are almost equally observant of those rituals which each

denomination considers to be of rnajor importance. But the Reforrn

are not as devoted to their rnajor rituals as the Orthodox or Conser-

vative are to theirs. Hence we rrray note a looser attachrnent to rit-

ua1 and to denorninational belief in Reforrn than in either Orthodox

or Conservative Jewry where ritual and denorninational beliefs still

play irnportant roles. In regard to those rituals or beliefs which are
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considered rninor by the individual denominations the Conservative

and Reforrxr are fairly similar, with very little devotion to them.

The educational backgrounds of the rnernbers of the three de-

norninations of Portland tend to lean in the direction of more average

education for the rnore religiously liberal (Reform) with less average

education for the more religiously conservative (with a srnall ,cr)

(orthodox). Those with the lowest educational background in each

denornination (except in Reform Judaism) tend to be the rnost observ-

ant of rituals and accept the rnost traditional beliefs in that denornin-

ation. There is a tendency to becorne less obgervant and accept few-

er traditional beliefs as one acquires rnore education. This general-

ization, however, ceases to be a valid instrurnent of differentiation

when one cornpares people of college education (as within the Reforrn

movernent). The validity of this differentiating device is rnore strik-

ing when cornparing people of grarnrnar school and high school back-

grounds (as within the Orthodox and Conservative groups) but ceases

to retain validity when considering groups of college educated indi-

viduals.

This survey indicated that two separate and distinct religious

groups (orthodox, and Reforrn) exist in Portland not only in narrre

but also in regard to practice of rituals in the horne, rituals in the

synagogue, and acceptance of traditional beliefs. However, the

conservative group is rnerely a group rnidway between the other
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two whose rnembers, on the average, could generally feel cornfort-

able in parts of either the Orthodox or Reform groups.

This study also suggested that further inforrnation is needed to

learn whether Jews join the Conservative rrloverrrent in Portland prin-

cipally for sociological and psychological reasons rather than for the-

ological reasons.
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l. a.

POR TLAND QUES TIONNAIRE

I attend religious services at least once rnonthly.
A) Yes

z.

B) No_
b. I attend religious services at least once every two weeks.

fl Yes_

I generally attend religious services only on the High Holidays
except for an occasional Bar Mitzvah or other special event at
which tirne I also attend religious services.

fl Y""_

3. I have a prayer book in rny horne.
A) Yes
B) No

4. I have a Bible in rny horne,

5, A Prayer Book has
past rnonth

A)
B)

been used by
A)
B)

Yes
No

rne at least once
Yes

during the

No

6. A Bible has been used by rne at least once during the past rnonth.
A) Yes_
B) No

7. A blessing is regularly recited before
A) Yes
B) No

rneals at rny horne.

8. A blessing is regularly recited after rneals at rny horne.
A) Yes
B) No

9. The Tephillin (phylacteries) are regularly donned by at Ieast
one rnale rnernber of rny household every week day.

A) Yes
B) No
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lI.

I0. I strictly adhere to the Dietary Laws even out of
A) Yes
B) No-

my hor_ne.

are strictly observed in rny horne.
A) Yes_
B) No

however, if the price
of the sarne quality, I

A) Yes
B) No

horne: one for
A) Yes-
B) No--

The Dietary Laws (Kashruth)

tz. adhere to the Dietary Laws, still

A) Yes
B) No

13. I buy only kosher rneat. A) Yes
B) No

I feel that the price of kosher rneat is too high.
A) Yes
B) No

r5. I occasionally buy kosher rneat.
A) Yes
B) No

Even though
I try to keep

I do not strictly
sorne of thern.

14,

r5. I presently do not purchase kosher meat;
were comparable to non-kosher rneat and
would purchase it.

17. The Dietary Laws have

18.

no religious rneaning for rne.
A) Yes
B) No

I would like to know rnore about the Dietary Laws.
A) Yes
B) No

19. I would like to have the annual dinners conducted by the different
Jewish Cornrnunity Organizations (Israe1 Bonds, Hadassah, etc. )

catered kosher. A) Yes
B) No
C) Donrt care

I use two sets of dishes at rny
one for rneat products.

zo. dairy products and
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ZL rny home on Pass-

ZZ. I strictly adhere to the laws of Passover even out of rny horne.
A) Yes
B) No

23. IattendaSeder on the first evening of Passover.
A) Yes
B) No

24. IattendaSeder on the second evenr.ng
A) Yes
B) No

No bread or bread products
over.

are brought into
A) Yes_
B) No

25. I rnake no atternpt at all to adhere
laws of Passover. A)

B)

of Passover.

to any of the specific dietary
Yes
No-

26. I believe that before a Jew rnarries a non-Jewish person, the
non-Jewish person should be converted to Judaisrn.

A) Yes
B) No

27. I arn totally opposed to
the non-Jewish partner

28. I arn opposed to a Jew
converts to Judaisrn.

29. Candles are kindled in

the rnarriage of
does not convert

A) Yes
B) No

a Jew to a non-Jew when
to Judaisrn.

rTrarrylng a
A)
B)

gentile even when the gentile
Yes
No

rny horne on Friday evenings
A) Yes
B) No

30. Hanukah candles are kindled horne on Hanukah.
Yes
No-

horne during Christrnas.
Yes

3t

in rny
A)
B)

in rny
A)
B)

a. I have a Christrnas tree

No
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Even though I do not have a Christrnas tree in rny horne dur-
ing Christrnas, I feel that there is nothing wrong with Jewish
people having Christrnas trees.

A) Yes
B) No

c. 'W'e hang stockings in our horne a"rGffie Christrnas holiday.
A) Yes
B) No

d. W e exchange gifts on Hanukah.
A) Yes
B) No

e. If d is answered "yes'r is this aote-in o"aer (I) not to make
thJchildren f eeI diff erent, or (2) rnerely because it is a nice
custorn, or (3) for both reasons ?

I
Z-
3-

32. a,

b.

I fast on Yorn Kippur.

My business is closed on

A)
B)

Yom
A)
B)

Yes
No
Kippur.
Yes
No

c. I do not work on Yorn Kippur.
answer this. ) A)

B)

( Both ernployees
Yes
No-

and ernployers

Easter baskets or Easter eggs dur-
A) Yes
B) No

born " cnFia., rather than a Jew.

33. a. I give
ing the

b. I wish

rny young children
Easter festival".

I would have been
A) Yes
B) No

34, My children rerrlain out of school (or did
when they were of school age) during the

Rosh Hashanah (first day) A) Yes
B) No

Rosh Hashanah (second day)
A) Yes
B) No
A) Yes
B) No

rernain out
Holidays.

of school

d

b

c. Yorn Kippur
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d. Passover

e. Shavuoth

36, I do (or
Kaddish
beloved

37 . I can properly recite the
rnering when honored by

38. I enjoy attending a religious

39. I enjoy attending
EngIish.

a religious

would) observe the exact day of the
at a synagogue service on the exact
one even if it falls on a weekday.

A) Yes
B) No

Yahrtzeit by reciting
day of the death of a

A)
B)
A)
B)
A)
B)

Yes
No
Yes
No

t. Sukkoth

35. I do observe (or would observe) the anniversary of a death of a
beloved relative by attending religious services on the Friday
evening before the Yahrtzeit in order to recite the Kaddish.

A) Yes
B) No

Yes
No

Blessings at
being called

A) Yes
B) No

the Torah without starn-
to the Torah.

40. I enjoy
Hebrew

attending a religious
and half English.

s e rvic e that is
A) Yes

cornpletely in Hebrew.

B) No

service that is
A) Yes

alrnost completely in

B) No

service that
A) Yes

is approxirnately half

B) No

during the service and do not like to
solely by the synagogue functionaries,

A) Yes
B) No

Jewish religious services.
A) Y."_
B) No

4t I enjoy cornrnunity singing
have the service conducted
rabbi, choir, etc.

42. I do not enjoy attending any
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43. I believe that boys should be Bar
A)
B)

Mitzvah.
Yes
No

44, I believe that girls should also take part in a similar service
called the Bath Mitzvah. A) Yes_

B) No

B) Saturday rnorning (orrly)_
C) either Friday or

Saturday

46. I, the one who answered this questionnaire, arr a
A) Male
B) *Ferna1e

47. I arn years of age.

48. I understand quite well the religious principles represented by
rny Congregation (be it Orthodox, Conservative, or Reforrn).

A) Yes
B) No

49. I consider rrlyself a Sabbath observant Jew (at least according
to rny own definition even though possibly not according to the
Traditional definition. ) A) Yes

B) No

45. If you answered "yes"
be on Friday evening,
Saturday.

50. I would like to have
frorn either Friday
irg.

to #44, state whether you think it should
or Saturday rnorning, or either Friday or

A) Friday evening (only)

the rnain Jewish religious service changed
evening or Saturday rnorning to Sunday morn-

A) Yes
B) No

51 I would like to have
Jewish Sabbath frorn

the Arnerican rabbinate officially change the
Saturday rnorning to Sunday rnorning.

A) Yes
B) No

52. I f eel that if the rnain Jewish religious service
II A. M. on Sunday rnorning rnany more Jewish
flock to the Synagogue than presently do.

A) Yes
B) No-

were at about
people would
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53. I have a ry\ezlJzah on the doorpost
A)
B)

54. Have you ever belonged to a synagogue
than that to which you presently belong?

A) Yes
B) No

of a different persuasion

of rny horne.
Yes
No-

a. W'hich one ? A)
B)
c)

55. How rnany years of

56. At rneal tirnes, do
hold don skullcaps ?

60. I regularly attend,
deceased relatives.
presently alive. )

Orthodox
Cons e rvative
Reforrn

f o rrnal

all rnale

education have

rnernbers (or
A) Yes

you had?

about all) of the house-

B) No

57, I (or the male head of the household) recite the rnorning, after-
noon, and evening prayers every day, or aknost every day.
(Shaharith, Minha, Ma'arib). A) Y""_

B) No

58. I believe that a supernatural revelation occurred at Mt. Sinai
when Moses received the Torah.

A) Yes
B) No
C) Not sure

59. I believe in sorne forrn of afterlife (after death).
A) Yes
B) No
C) Not sure

or would attend, Yizkor services for rny
(Answer this even if your parents are

A) Yes
B) No

Encircle the correct answer:
A. I consider Passover: I)
B. I consider Sukkoth: l) a
C. I consider Shavuoth: 1)

a rninor, 2) rnajor festival.
rninor, 2) rnajor festival.

a rninor, 2) rnajor festival.

6r.
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62. I always rnake an atternpt to visit a Sukkah (in a private horne
or at a Synagogue or Ternple) on Sukkoth.

A) Yes
B) No

63. I usually attend religious services on Purirn to hear the reading
of the Megillah. A) Yes

B) No

64. Encircle the holidays that you feel the rabbis should rescind and
officially rernove frorn the calendar of religious days.

A. Ist day of Rosh Hashanah
B, Znd day of Rosh Hashanah
C. Yorn Kippur
D. Sukkoth
E. Passover
f'. Hanukah
G. Shavuoth
H. Purim

65. I feel that rnernorial services after the death of a beloved one

should be conducted for _ days at the horne of the deceased
(or a close relative).

66. I believe that Kaddish should be recited daily by a rnourner for
(a) I I rnonths, (b) rnonths, or (c) days.

67. I arn a rnernber of an A. Orthodox Synagogue
B. Conservative Synagogue
C. Reforrn Ternple
D. Unaffiliated

58. The Kiddush is recited in rny horne at least every other Friday
evening.

69. I give gifts on Purim

A) Yes
B) No

A) Yes
B) No
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Tables I - 9 refer to the study done by

the Jewish Welfare Federation, entitled

"Jewish Census - Portland Urbanized

Area. r' This was done in Portland in

1957. It is listed as nurnber 12 in the

Bibliography
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TABLE L Age Distribution- -1957 .

Age Ratio of Jews in Portland

to Total Population of
Portland Jews

Ratio of U. S. Population
to Total U. S. Population

0- 5

6 - l0
Il - t5
15 - Z0
zt-34
35-49
50-64
65 and over

ro. 3To

t0. 4
7.3
4.9

tz.8
23. 0

19.5
r0. g

13.
r0.

8.
6.

r8.

34.

5To

2

0

2

8

3

9.9

TABLE Z. Age Distribution- -1957.

Age Ratio of Jews in Portland
to Total Popr:lation of

Portland Jews

Ratio of U. S. Population
to Total U. S. Population

0-34
35 and over

45.7
53.4

56.7
43. t

TABLE 3. Jewish Portland Area- -1957.

Number in
Household

Number of
households

Percent of
households

Portland Metropolitan
area 1950 - percent of

households

I
z
3

4
5

6

7

8 & over

474
857
470
604
27l

86
T4

5

17 .0To
30.8
r6. 9
zt.7
9.7
3. I
0.5
0.2

t4. z%
33. 9
zL. 2
17. 0
8.3
3.?
t.z
I.0
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TABLE 4. Origin of Birth.

Place of birth of
Jewish population

of Portland

Oregon
Rest of U. S,
Europe
Other
Not reported

47 .0To
26. z
24.4
z. l
0.3

TABLE 5. Jewish Population Distribution in Portland.

Location Percent of total
Jewish Population

N. E. Portland
S. W. Portland
S. E. Portland
N. W. Portland
North Portland
Clark County, Wash.
Oswego area
W'est Slope, Beaverton
Other

34.710
3t. z
19. Z

7.2
z.r
2.6
I.5
t.z
0.5
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TABLE 5. A Breakdown of the Jewish Labor Force of Portland- -
October, 1957 .

Description

Self - ernployed
Full-tirne workers
Part-tirne workers
Unernployed

Occupation

Physicians
Attorneys
Teachers
Dentists
Accountants
Other professional or

Serni-profes s ional
Sales, Off ice, ClericaI
Laborers
Other

Percent

45.9%
47 .4

5.3
t.4

Number

r09
101

89
56
4l

z0l
I 58I

130
564

Percent

3'gqo
3.5
3. I
2.3
t.4

7.O
54.9
4.5

19. 6

TABLE 7. Occupations Distribution of Jewish Residents of Portland.

Indus try

Agriculture
Manufacturing
Construction
Retail Trade
Wholesale Trade
Servic e s

Governrnent
Other

Percent

0,zTo
13. 3
I.5

33.8
I0. 0

20.9
7.7

tz.5
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TABLE 8. Schooling of Portland Residents.

Schooling |ewish Population General Population
t957 of Portland 1957

Graduate college work
College degree

High School completed
Grade School completed
Did not complete grade school

lo.50A
22.2
42.9
t4.3
10.1

8.3/o

39.7
39.5
t2.6

TABLE 9. Marital Status in Portland.

Marital Status
(persons 14 years and over)

Jewish population fortland
general population

Married
Single
Widowed and divorced

74%

15

IL

68%

18

L4

TABLE 10. Jewish Children Enrollment at Portland Religious Schools.

School Number enrolled

Temple Beth Israel 5751

Neveh Shalom Congregation 52Oz

Shaarie Torah Congregation
(Sunday School) LZ53

Shaarie Torah Congregation
(Teenage Hebrew School) 103

Shaarie Torah Congregation
(Day School) 193

Portland Hebrew School 2254

1L"r*rrr, Celia H., Executive Secretary, Tem-pleBeth Israel. Letter to Rabbi Jack Segal' June

5, 196i, (This statistic relates to the 1961 -62 school year. )
2Bettmarur, Karl, Executive Secretary Neveh Shalom Congregation. Letter to Rabbi Jack Segal

May 29, 1962. (This statistic relates to the 1961 -62 school year. )

3walsh, phyllis, Office Secretary Shaarie Torah Congregation. Letterto Rabbi Jack Segal. May

29, t962. (This statistic relates to the 1961 -62 school year. )

fu,oirrg"r, Ceil, Teacher-Portland Hebrew School. Letter to Rabbi Jack Segal. June 3, 1962.
(This statistic relates to the 1961 -62 school year. )
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TABLE t I. Average Age of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland.

Men aged
45 and
younger

Women aged

45 and

younger

Men aged Women aged
46 and. 46 and

older older

Orthodox
Cons ervative
R eforrn

39. 5

38.6
37.8

37.r
37 .8
35.5

59.
54.
59.

59. 3
59. r
52.4

z
5

I

Men and Men and

Women aged Women aged

45 and 46 and
younger older

Women Total
of membership
aII (a11 ages and

ages both sexes)

Men of
all

ages

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Ref orrn
AIl denorninations

38.2
38.3
36.4

cornbined

59. Z
5b . (
55.0

50.0
47 .0
50. I

49. 9
5t. 5
4t. 9

50.0
48.9
45.4
47 .7

TABLE lZ. Average Nurnber of Years of Schooling of Synagogue-
Affiliated Jews of Portland.

Men aged
45 and

younger

Women aged
45 and

younger

Men aged Women aged
46 and 46 and
older older

Orthodox
Cons ervative
R eforrn

r5.0
I5. 5

t7.L

tz.4
t3, 6

14.8

9.
IZ,
15.

z
5

5

6.6
10. 7
13.8

Men and

Women aged

45 and

youger

Men and

Women aged

46 and

older

Men of
all

ages

Women Total
of membership
all (all ages and

ages both sexes)

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Reforrn
AIl denorninations

cornbined

13. 6
14.8
15. 6

7.7
tt. 7

t4.7

II.9
13. g
r6. z

9. I
rr.8
14.4

IZ.4

I0. 3

r3.0
r5. z

14.5 13.4
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of the Jewish and
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of School Years Cornpleted by Mernbers
General Populations of Portland.

Males 25 years

of age and

older

Females 25

years of age

and older

Males and females
combined, ages

25 and older

General population
of Portland

General population of
the State of Oregon

Synagogue -aff iliated
Jewish population

of Portland

11.9

tr. z

t4.5

years rz. I

rz. I

LZ.4

years TZ. T

11.8

13. 4

years

TABLE 14. Average Nurnber of School Years Cornpleted by Mernbers
of the Orthodox, Conservative, and Reforrn Denornina-
tions of Portland as compared to the General Populations
of Portland and Oregon.

Males 25 years
of age and

older

Females 25

years of age
and older

Males and females
combined, ages

5 and older

Orthodox
Conservative
Ref orrn
General population

of Portland
General population of

the State of Oregon

I 1. 9 years
13. 9
t6. z

rr. g

t1. z

t. I years
11. 8
t4.4

tz. I

LZ. I

10. 3 years
I3. 0

t5, z

tz. I

tI.8
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TABLE I5. Percentage of
Belonged to a
Denornination.

Synagogue Mernbers
Denornination other

W'ho Previously
than Their Present

Men 45

years and
younger

Women 45

years and
younger

Men 46

years and

older

Women 46

years and

older

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Reforrn

Z8.6To
70.8
42.9

3r.3%
53.8
48. r

lZ. 5To

28.6
7 3.7

37.
?,6.

62.

5To

8
5

Men and

women 45

years and

younger

Men and

women 45

years and

older

Men of
all

ages

Women Total
of all membership
ages (a11 ages and

both sexes)

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Reform
A11 denorninations

cornbined

30. 0To

64.9
46.3

Zl. 010

34. Z

70.6

20. 0To

47. Z

60.6

29.0% 25.0%
36.4 43.5
53.5 56.6

45.8
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TABLE 16. Denomination to Which Those Who Chaneed Were Previously Affiliated.
Men 45 Women 45 Men <[6 Women 46

years and years and years and years and

younger yormger older older

At present Previously only
Ortlrodox Conservative 75.O% 8O.O% IOO.O% 1OO.O%

Previorsly only
Reform 25.O 20.0 0.0 0.0

Previously Conser-

vative and Reform 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

At present Previously only
Conservative Orthodox

Previously only
Reform

Previously both

81. 3 7t.4

ta.s 28.6

62.5 72.7

12.5 9.1

26.0 18.2Orthodox andReform 6.2 0.0

At present Previously only
Reform Orthodox 33. 3 7.7 7.7 0.0

Previowly only
Conservative 66.7 69.2 46.2 77.8

Previowly both Ortho-
dox and Conservative 0.0 23.1 46.2 22.2

Men and Men and Men and Men of Total
women 46 women 45 women 46 aU membership
years and years and years and ages (a11 ages and

older younger older both sexes)

At present Previously only
Ortlrodox Corservative 77.80/6 100.0% 83.3%' 9O.9% 88.4%

Previously only
Reform 22. 2 0. 0 L6.7 9. 1 1 1. 8

Previously Conser-
vative and Reform 0.0 O.0 0.0 0.0 0. O

At present Previously only
Conservative Orthodox 78.2 68.4 75.O 72.2 73.8

Previously only
Reform t7.4 15.8 12.5 t6.7 t4.3

Previously both
OrthodoxandReform 4.4 15.8 12.5 11.1 11.9

At present Previously only
Reform Orthodox 15.8 4.5 15.8 4.5 9.8

Previously only
Conservative 68.1 59.1 52.6 72.7 63.4

Previowly both Ortho-
dox and Conservative 15. I 36.4 31. 6 22.8 26.8



52

TABLE 17. Denorninational
and Younger.

Origin of Synagogue Mernbers 45 Years

Orthodox members Conservative Reform
45 years and members 45 members

younger years and 45 years
yormger and younger

Frorn only Orthodox
f'rorn Orthodox and Conservative
Frorn Orthodox and Reforrn
Frorn only Conservative
Frorn Conservative and Reforrn
Frorn only Reforrn

69. 9To

23. L

0.0
7.0

50.8T0 7 .3%
7.3

35. 0

49. 4

2.
35.

9
I

TT. Z

TABLE I8. Percentage of
Who Regularly

Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland
Recite a Blessing Before Meals.

Men aged

45 years
and

younger

Women aged

45 years
and younger

Men aged

46 years
and

older

Women aged

46 years

and

older

Orthodox
Cons e rvative
Reforrn

35. 7 To

r5.0
16.7

25.0%
7.r

LZ.5

25.0%
7.1

1r. I

52.3%
13.7
6.7

Men and Men and

women aged women aged

45 and 46 and
younger older

Women of Total
all membership

ages (all ages and

both sexes)

Men of
all
ages

Orthodox
Cons e rvative
Ref orrn
A11 denorninations

cornbined

30. 0To

12. 8

r6. r

17. 0

40.Sqo
9.4
8.8

14.4

30.0%
r1.3
rz.5

40.5%
10. 3
8.8

35.8T0
r0. g

I0. 7

t5.0
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TABLE 19. Percentage of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland
W'ho Regularly Recite a Blessing After Meals.

Men aged
45 and

younger

Women aged
45 and

younger

Men aged

46 and

older

Women aged
46 and

older

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Ref orrn

t4. z%
8.0
0.0

18.7%
7,1
3.7

lZ.5To
3.6
5.3

35. O%

lr.8
0.0

Men and Men and
Women aged Women aged
45 and older 46 and older

Women Total
of all membership
ages (all ages and

both sexes)

Men of
all
ages

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AIl denominations

cornbined

t6.7 %
7.7
2.4

25. olo
7.5
2.9

13. 3t/o

5.7
3.0

27. e%
t0.3
2.3

21. ZTo

7.6
2.6

7.9

TABLE I9A . Percentage of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland
Who Regularly'W'ear a Head-Covering (Hat, Yarrnulke,
etc. ) at Mea1s.

Men aeed 45 Women ased 45 Men aSed 46
and voirnge! and younlger and oilder

Women aeed 46
and older

Orthodox
Cons ervative
R ef orrn

'zr. 4%
8.3
0.0

25. 0lo'r
0. 0,1.

0. 0'i'

t8.8%
3.7
0.0

ZZ. 7 Eo;r

9' 8'r
0.0,r

Men and women Men and women
aged 45 and aged 46 and

younger older

Women Total member-
of all ship (all ages

ages and sexes)

Men of
alI

ages

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Ref orrn
A11 denorninations

cornbined

23. 3To

5.3
0.0

?r. rTo

5.8
0.0

20. 0To

5.9
0.0

23. 7 o7o:"

'.5. 
I *

0. 0,k

Z?. TTO

5.6
0.0

6.r

ti.Since

thes e
worrren are not obliged
statistics, therefore,

to wear a head-covering
refer to the rnen of their

at rneal tirne,
hous ehold.
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TABLE 20. Percentage of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland
Who Recite the Friday Evening Kiddush at Least Every
Second W'eek.

Men aged 45
and younger

Women aged 45
and younger

Men aged 46 lAldmen aged 6
and older and older

Orthodox
Cons ervative
R ef orrn

57 .1%
58.3
35. 7

50. 0To

28,6
63.0

31.
42.
?.6.

54. 5o/o

z7 .5
3L3

ZTo

9
3

Men and women Men and women Men of Women Total member-
aged 45 and aged 46 and all of all ship (dl ages

vounger older ages aqes and both sexes)

53.5% 44.7% 43.370 52.6To 48,5%Orthodox
Cons e rvative
Reforrn
A11 denorninations

cornbined

35.8 50. 0

28.6 30. 3
28, z 40,7
5t. z 42. I

42.5

47 .4
53. 7

TABLE 21. Percentage of Synagogue -Affiliated
Portland W'here the Friday Evening
larly Kindled.

Jewish Homes of
Candles are Regu-

Men aged 45 Women aged 45 Men 46 years Women 46years

and younger and younger and older and older

Orthodox
Conservative
R eforrn

7 6. 910

84.0
64.3

58.7 To

64.3
70.4

60. OTo

60.7
3r. 6

86. 3To

70.6
56. 3

Men and women Men qnd women Men of
45 years and 46 years and all

younger older ages

Women Total member-
of all ship (a11 ages

ages and both sexes)

Orthodox
Conservative
Ref orrn
AII denorninations

combined

7 Z. 4yo

76.9
68.3

7 5.7%
66.0
42.9

67 .90/o
7 t.7
45. 5

7 4. ZTo

7 0.7
s6.6

55.6

78.
69,
65.

9To

Z

I
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TABLE 22. Percentage of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland
Who Kindle the Hanukah Candles During the Hanukah
Festival.

Men aged 45

and votmger

Women aged 45

and younger
Men aged 46 Women aged 46

and older and older

Orthodox
Cons ervative
R ef orrn

100. 0%
100. 0

92.9

100.0%
I00.0
I00. 0

7 5. 0To

92.9
68.4

86. 4%
78.0
8r.3

Men and women Men and Men of
45 and younger women aged all

Women Total member-
of all ship (a1l ages

46 and older ages ages and both sexes)

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denorninations

cornbined

100.0%
100.0
97.6

8r. 6To

85. 5
74.3

86.6%
96. z
78.8

92. LTo

85.8
93.0

89.7T0
92.3
86. I

89.5

TABLE 23. Percentage of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland
Giving Gifts to Friends and Relatives on Hanukah.

Men aged 45 Women aged 45 Men aged 46 Women aged.4S
and younger and younger and older and older

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Reforrn

100.0%
95.8
92.9

100. 0o/o

100. 0

96. 3

8L . 3To 95. 5o/o

r00, 0 92. ?,

78.9 93.8

Men and women Men and women Men
aged 45 bnd aged 46 and of all

yourrger older ages

Women Total member-
of all ship (aIl ages and

ages both sexes)

Orthodox
Conservative
Ref orrn
A11 denorninations

cornbined

r00.0%
97 .4
95. I

89. 5To

96. ?
85. 7

90.0%
98. 1

84.8

97 .4To
94.9
95.3

94. t%
96.7
90.8

93. 9
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TABLE 24. Reasons Given by Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland for Giving GifB on Hanukah
(Percentaqes refer to those who qive sifts. )

Men aged 45 Womenaged45 Men aged46 Womenaged
and vounser and vormger and older 46 andolder

L. So that children
should not feel
different from
Christian children

2. [t is a nice custom

3. Both reasons

Ort}lodox
Conservative
Reform

15.4%

9.5
20.0

o.o%

0.0
4.3

27,30A

23. I
10.0

o.o%

5.3
6.7

Men and Men and

women aged women
45 and aged.46

vounser andolder

Women Total member-
of all ship (all ages

ages and both sexes)

Men
of all
ages

Orthodox 7.1%
Conservative 5. 7

Reform 9. t

Lt.5%
15. 9

8.0

20.8%
t7. o
15.0

o. o% 9.30/o

3.1 tL.4
5.3 8.6

Men aged 45 Women aged 45 Men aged 46 Women aged

and vounqer andvounqer and older 46 andolder
Orthodox
Conservative
Reform

6L. 50/6

81.0
60. o

66.7%
92.9
82.6

45.4%
50.0
50.0

66.7%
81.6
86.6

Men and Menand Men Women Total member-
women aged women aged of all of all ship ( all ages

45 andvounqer 46 andolder ages _ ages and both sexes)

Orthodox 64.3% 57.7% 54.2% 66.7% 6t.L%
Coruervative 85.7 63.6 63.8 87.5 73.4
Reform 75.8 72.O 55. O 84.2 74.L

Menaged45 Womenaged45 Menaged46 Women 46

and younger and vounger and older and older
Orthodox
Conservative
Reforrn

23. t%
9.5

20.0

33.3%
7.1

13. 1

27.3%
26,9
40.0

33.3%
13. 1

6.7

Men and Menand Men l{omen Totalmember-
women aged women aged of all of all ship (all ages

45 andvounge.r 46 an$lolder ages ases and both sexes)

Orthodox 28.6% 3O.8%

Conservative 8.6 20.5
Reform 15. 1 2O.O

25.O%

19. Z

30.0

33.3% 29.6%
9,4 15. 2

10.5 17.3
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TABLE 25. Percentage of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland
Giving Gifts to Friends and Relatives on Purirn.

Men aged 45
and younger

Wornen aged Men aged 46 W'ornen
45 andyounger and older aged 46

and older
Orthodox
Cons ervative
Ref orrn

28.
33.
7.

6To

3

I

37 . 5To

zt. 4
0, 0

43.8To
40. 0

t0.5

40. 9To

41. Z

25. 0

Men and
wornen
aged 45

and younger

Men and
worTten
aged 46

and older

Men W'orn<!n
of all of all
ages ages

Total
mernber -
ship (att,
ages ano
both sexes)

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Ref orrn
A11 denorninations

combined

33. 3o/o

z8. g

2.4

42. t%
40. 0

17. I

36.7 olo

36. 7
9. I

38, ZTO

35. Z

9.2

25, ?

39. 5To

33. 3

9.3
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TABLE 26. Portland Synagogue-Affiliated Jews Who Attend a Seder on Passover.

Men aged 45 Women aged Menaged46 Womenaged46
and yor.rnger 45 andvounqer and older and older

I. Attend Seder

on first evening
of Passover

II. Attend Seder

on second evening
of Passover

Ortfrodox
Conservative
Reform

100.0%
96.0

100. o

too.o%
100.0
100.0

100.0%
100.0
94.7

95.0%
97.9
93.8

Men and

Women aged
45 andyounger

Men and Men
women aged of all
46 and older ages

Women Total mem,-
of all bership ( all
ages ages and

both sexes)

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

100.0%
97. 4

100.0

9t.7%
98. 1

94.3

100.0% 97.1%
98. 1 97.4
97.O 97.8

98.40A

98.7
97.4

97.8

Men aged 45 Women aged Men agedtl6 Women aged46
andyounqer 45 andvormger and older and older

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform

92.9%

64.0
50.0

81.3%
78.6
30.8

93.8%

60.7
31. 6

71. 4%

61.7
2t.4

Men and Men and Men Women Total mem-
Women aged women aged of all of all l*"J:n"'BJ ""
45 andvouneer 46 andolder ases ages both sexes)

Orthodox
Conseryative
Reform
AIl denominations

combined

86.7%
69.2
37.s

8L.t%
60,7
27.3

93.3%
62.3
39.4

75.7%
67.3
27,5

83,6%
64.4
32.9

54.9
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TAB|,f 27. Synagogue-Affiliated Jewish Families of Portland in Whose Family at Least One Mde
Member Dons the Tephillin Evert, I{eek D!l/.

Men 45 years Women 45 Years

and vou:neer and Younger
Men 46 years Women 46 years

and older and older

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform

t2.@/,
4.O
0.0

12.5%
0.0
0.0

13.3%
7.t
0.0

15.8%
11.8
0.0

Men and Men and Men Women Total mem-
women 45 women 46 of all of all bership (a11

years and years and ages eges ages and both
vor.rnger older taxat,

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

combined

tz.7%
2.6
0.0

t3.5%
9.4
0.0

5.7
0.0

7.7
0.0

t3.@n
6.7
0.0

5.3

t2.7% L3.t%

TABLE 28. Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland Who Daily Recite the Morning, Afternoon, and

Eveninq Pravers.
Men 45 years Women 45 years Men 46 years Women 46 years
and vounser and vounser and older and older

Orthodox
Consenrative
Reform

14,3%
0.0
0.0

18.8%
0.0
3.7

18.8%
3.8
o.0

22,70/o

9.8
0.0

Men and Men and

women45 women 46

years and years and

vounqer older

Men Women Total mem-
of of all bership (all
all ages ages and

aqes sexes)

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

combined

20.o%
0.0
2.4

2t.2%
5.9
0.0

20.@A

2.O
0.0

21.2% 19,1%

5.1 3.4
2.4 1.2.

5.2



TABTE 29.

Orthodox

Orthodox

Conservative

Conservative

Reform

Reform

All denominations
combined

-Affiliated Iews of Portland Who Feel that Shibe'ah Memorial Services
lpcited at the Home of the Deceased (or a close Relative) for a Specified

and vounser and vounoer and older and older
0 days
1 day
2 days

3 days

O days

1 day
2 days

3 days

8,?%
8.3
8.3

16.7

4.5%
18,2
4.5
9.0

0.0%
30.0
0.0
0.0

3.6% 4,5%
7. t 13.0

LO.7 13. O

to.7 2t.7

8.3%
0.0
8.3
0.0

3.8% 4.O%

11.0 Lz.O
3.8 8.0
o.0 10.0

0.0%
18.2
18.2
27.2

U^s$-qt y"S"+.iffu Mep or Yt?,i" S"ti"tm"&Es"
I33lsn8ld v3fdBrt"* ages ages ana uo*r sexes)

7 davs 63.6 67-9 47-B 81.4 66.0
Men 45 years Women 45 years Men 46 years Women46 years
and vouncer and vounoer and older and older

0 days

1 day
2 days

3 days

O days
1 day

2 days

3 days

0 days

1 day
2 d.ays

3 days

0 days

1 day
2 days

3 days

21.7%

4.3
8.7
4.3

28.6%

7.t
7.t

t4.3

tL.5%

30.8
11. 5

15.4

2s.5%

11. 8

5.9
15.7

rromen 4$ woih;;-46-
vears and years and
' .r^rr-ooo 'oldcr

*.,tTff
aSes

shrP
and

24.3% L7.7% 16.30/6

5.4 2L.6 18.4
8.1 8.8 to.z
8.1 15.7 LO.2

26.3% 20.9%
10.5 14.7
5.3 8.4

15. 8 12,4
7 davs 54,1 36.2 44.9 42.1 43,6

Men 45 years Women 45years Men 46 years Women 46years
and vounser and vounser andolder and older

7t.4%
21.4
0.0
0.0

40.7%
33. 3

3.7
7.4

31.6%
s2.6
0.0

10.5

37.5%
50.0
0.0
0.0

Men ano
women 46
ve-ars ancl'older

&r
aSes

of all
aSes

39.5
2.3
4.7

14. O

shrP
and

Lerluef-
I ages
h sexes)

7 davs 12.2 8- 6 6- O

29.3
2.4
4.9

51.4
0.0
5.7

39.4
0.0
6.1

39. 5

1.3
5.3

10. s

0 days

1 day
2 days

3 days
7 davs

Total membership (all
ages and both sexes)

26.2%
23.2
4.5
8.1

38. O

Men 45 years Women 45 years Men 46 years Women 46 years



TABLE 30. Synaqosue-Affiliated Iews of Poftland HavinllPrayer Boolic and Bibles and Usine Them at Least Once a Month.
Men aged lVomen Men aged Worpen- Men and Men and Men !!oE?en Total qlember-
45 an6i- aged 45 46;d -- aged tl6 ryomen women of all of all ship(all ages
younger ana older and oLder aged 45 aged 46 ages ages and both sexes)

younger and and
wormo.er older

I. Have prayerbook
at home

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

combined

92.8%
96.0
71.4

87.5%
8s.7
81. 5

87.5%
96.4
94.7

95.2%
90,2
93. 3

90.@A

92.3
78. L

91.8%
94.3
94.t

90.o%
96,2
84.9

91.8%
89.7
85. 7

9L.@/o

93.5
85.3

89- 8

II. Have r:sed a Orthodox
prayerbook duing Conservative
past month

7t. 4
58. 3

50. o

93. 3

71.4
81.5

64.2
62.5
68.4

85.7
82.3
81. 3

82.7
63. 1

70.7

77. L

75.6
74.3

67.8
60. o
60.6

88.8
79.4
81.4

79.6
69. 6
72.4

72- 4

Reform
A11 denominations

combined

III. Have Bible at
home

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

92.8
92.O
78.6

93.7
92.9

r00.0

68.7
96.4
94.7

80.9
88.2

1@.0

93. 3

92.3
92.7

75.6
92.5
97. r

80. o
94.3
87.9

86.4
89.7

100. o

83.5
92.4
94.7

9r-8

IV. Have read from
a Bible during
the past month

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

combined

53. 3
45.8
42.9

60. o
57.1
63. O

60. o
50. o
44.4

77.3
51. 0
87.5

56.6
50. o

56.1

70.2
51.2
64.7

s6.6
47.5
43.8

70.2
53.8
72. L

64. L

50.6
60. o

56.7

o
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TABLE 31. Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland Having Mezuzoth
on the Door(s) of Their Horne(s).

Men aged W'ornen
45 and aged 45
younger andyounger

Menaged Wornen Men and
46 and aged 46 wornen
older and older aged 45

ano younger
Orthodox
Cons ervative
R eforrn

I00.0
84. 0

57.1

47.5
85.7
51. 9

8I.3
78.6
42. I

77,3
8r.3
66. 7

93.3
84.6
53.7

Men and
wornen aged
46 and older

Men
of all
ages

W'ornen
of all
ages

Total mern-
bership (alI
ages and
both sexes)

Orthodox
Cons ervative
Ref orrn
AIl denominations

cornbined

78.9
82.0
52.9

90. 0
81. I
53,7

81. 6

83. I
57.1

85. 3

82. Z

53.3

7I.0



TABLE 32. Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland Observing Different Aspects of the Dietary Laws.

Men aged Women
45 and aged 45

younger and

younger

Men aged Women
45 and aged 46

older and

older

Men and Men and Men
women women of all
aged 45 aged.46 ages

and and

vormqer older

Women Total member-
of all ship (all ages

ages and both sexes)

I. Observe the
Dietary Laws !g
their homes

II. Observe the
Dietary Laws even
out of their homes

III. Buy only
Kosher meat

IV. Have two sets

of dishes: one for
meat and one for
dairy

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

35.7%
t2.o
o.o

37.5%
7.1
o.o

3t.z%
LO.7

0.0

50.0%
t5,7
0.o

36.6%
10. 3
0.0

42.L%
L3.Z
0.0

33.3%
11. 3

o.o

44.7%
t2.8
o.o

39.7%
LZ, O

0.0

combined 12,3

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

28.5
o.o
o.o

t8.7
7.1
0.0

13. 3
3.6
0.0

38. O

9.8
0.0

23.3
3.4
0.0

27.8
s,7
0.0

zo.6
t.9
0.0

29.7
9.2
0.0

25.7
4.3
0.0

cornbined 6.2

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A1l denominations

42.8
t2.o
o.o

46.7
t4.3
o.o

43.8
to.7
0.0

54.5
t5.7
0.0

44.8
LZ.8
0.0

50.0
t3,2
0.0

43.3
11.3
0.0

51.4
15. 4
o.o

47.8
13. O

0.0

combined 13. 5

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

combined

3s.7
t2.o
0.0

37.s
7.1
0.0

3L.Z
14.3
0.0

50. o
29.4
0.0

36.6
10. 3
0.0

42.1
zo.8
0.0

33. 3
13.2
o.o

44.7
20. s
0.0

39.7
16. 3
0.0

13. 6

o(,
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TABLE 33. Cornparison of Orthodox Je'rs of Milwaukee and
Portland in regard to the Dietary Laws,

Observed by Observedby
Milwaukeers Portlandrs

Orthodox Jews* Orthodox Jews

33.7% Z5.7To
Observe the Dietary Laws
even out of the horne

Buy rneat only frorn a kosher
l:ut'-:her

Keep two sets of dishes: one for
dairy and one for rneat products 62. L 39.7

71,0 47 ,8

Sourcel ( I5)

TABLE 34. Cornparison of Jews of Greater Washington and
Portland in Regard to the Dietary Laws.

Orthodox Cons ervative Reforrn

Washington* Portland Washingtoq* Portland WashingtonkPortland

Always purchase
kosher rneat 66.8To 47 .8To ?9.710 13. O% 3. l0lo 0. O%

Use two sets of 66. I 39.7 ZZ. 6 15. 3 Z. | 0. 0
dishes: one for
dairy and one for
rneat products

Sourcei (Z')



TABLE 35. Reactions of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland Who Do Not Observe the Dietary Laws to Other Aspects of the Dietary Laws.

Men aged Women Men aged Women Men and Men and Men of Women Total member-
45 and aged 45 46 and aged 4$ women women all of all ship (all ages

younger and older and aged 45 aged,46 ages ages and both sexes)

yourrger older and and

vounqer older

I. Attempt to Orthodox 9O,9% [OO.O% 85.7% 76.9% 95.2% 8L.5oA 88.O% 86.9% 82.5%
observe some of Conservative 52.0 23.O 66.7 73.8 42.t 70.2 59.6 54.5 57.6
tlre Dietary Laws Reform 14.3 7.4 26.3 2o.o 9.8 23.5 2t.2 ll.g 16.0

III. Do notpresently Ort]rodox 63. 6 62.5 7O.O 54.5 63. 1 61.9 66.7 57,8 62.5
purch:uie kosher meat Conservative 24.O 28. 5 25. O 39.2 ?5.6 32.1 zLS 36. 9 29.3
butwoulddosoif it Reform 21.4 Lt.L 10.5 6.3 14,6 8.6 L5.2 9.3 11.8
were comparable in
price and quality to
non-Kosher meat

o
(n



TABLE 36. Sundry Statistics Concemins the Dietary Laws in Regard to Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland.
Men aged Women Men aged Women Men and Men and Men Women Total member-
45 and aged 45 46 and aged 46 women women of all of all ship (all ages

younger and older and aged 45 45 and ages ages and both sexes)

younger older and older
vounger

I. The Dietary
Laws are corsidered
meaningless

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

combined

23.@i
28.0
85.7

20.o%
35,7
8s.2

26.6%
46,4
61. 1

9.1%
27.L
75.O

21.4%
30.8
8s.4

16.2%
37,2
67.6

25.O%

37.7
71.9

t3.s% t8.5%
29.7 33.9
81,4 77.3

51. 3

II. Would like
to know more about

the Dietary Laws

Orthodox
Conservative
Reforrrr
AII denominatioru

combined

83. 3

36.0
50. o

71. 4
57.1
23.t

76.9
42.3
38. 9

87.5
73.8
14.3

76,9
43,6
32,5

8?,.7
56.5
28.r

80. o
39.2
43.8

80. o
67.6
20.0

80. o
s0.6
30.6

47.5

III. Would like to
have Portland Jewish
communal dinners
(U. J. A. , Israel
Bonds, etc. ) catered
kosher

Orthodox
yes -
no
do not care -

Conservative
yes -
no

do not care -
Reform

yes -
no-

92.3
0.0
7.7

40. o
t2.o
48. O

0.0
50.0

68.8
0.0

3t.2

zL.4
7.t

71.5

7.4
29.6

68.8
0.0

31.2

39. 3
to.7
50. o

22.Z
27.8

90. o
0.0

10. o

45. I
9.8

45,1

0.0
37.5

79.3
o.o

20.7

33. 3
10. 3
56.4

4.9
36.6

80.6
0.0

19.4

43. I
7.8

49. L

11.8
32.4

79.3
o.o

20.7

39.6
11. 3
49. L

12.5
37.s

80.6
o.o

t9.4

37.8
5.4

s6.8

4.7
32- 6

80.0
o.o

20.o

38.9
8.9

52.2

8.0
34.7

do not care - 5O.O 63.0 5O.O 62.5 58.5 55.8 50.0 62.7 57.3
All denominations combined

yes -
nO-
do not care -

33. 3

t7.8
48. 9 o

o.



TABLE 37. Observance of the Passover Festival Dietary Laws by Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland.

Men aged Women
45 and aged
yormger ,15 and

younger

Men aged Women
46 and aged 46

older and

older

Men and Men and

wornen women
aged 45 aged 4$

and and

vollnser older

Men Women Total member-
of all of all ship (a11 ages

ages ages and both sexes)

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

corrbined

78.5o/o

68. O

46.2

68.8%
50.0
37.O

73.3%
70.8
42.1

90.9A
80.4
&,7

75.8%
69.4
43.8

8t.5%
69.2
40.5

79.1%
69. 3

41.9

73.3% 83.7%
61.5 75.5
210. o 44.L

I. Do not bring
bread or bread
products intot]le
home on Passover

II. Strictly adhere

to the laws of Pass-

over (prohibiting the
eating of bread or
bread products)

even out of the
home

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AIl denominations

combined

78.5
48.0
2t.4

50.0
35.7
18. 5

62.5
28.6
15.8

80. o
68.6
13. 3

63. 3

43.6
19. 5

72.2
48.1
14.7

70.o
37.7
t8.2

66,7
57.9
16.7

68. 2
6.2
17.3

38.2

III. No attempt
at all is made to
adhere to any of
the laws of Pass-

ovet

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominatioru

combined

0.0
24.O
23. L

o.o
0.0

?5.9

2t.4
18. 5

33. 3

4.5
6.8

18.8

o.o
15. 4
25. O

11. 1

12,5
26.5

11. 5

2t. t
29.O

2.8
2.8

23.3

6.3
t4.6
25.7

17.8

o{



TABLE 38. Religious Service Attendance Habits of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland.

Men aged Women
45 and aged 45

younger and

younger

Men aged Women
4$ alad aged 4$

older and

older

Men and

uromen
aged 4.5

and

volmqer

Men and

women
aged 46

and

older

Men Women Total member-
of all of all ship (a11 ages

ages ages and all sexes)

I. Attendreligious
services at least once
a month

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

69.3%
N.9
28.6

86.6%
57. L

37. O

76.9%
56. 3

84,2

77.7%
78.O
62.5

78.s%
47,2
34.2

77,4%
70.o
78.6

73,O%

47.4
60.6

81.8%
7t. L

46,5

77.9%
59.2
52.6

59.7

II. Attend religious
services at least
every two weeks

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AIl denominatiors

combined

s0.0
t2,o
7.1

62.5
14. 3
11.1

50. o
18.8
52.6

54.5
49.O
43.8

56. 6

tz.8
9.8

52.6
36.6
8.6

50. o
14.6
33. 3

s7. 8
35.9
23.3

54,4
27.8
27,6

34.6

III. Attend religious . Orthodox

services only on High Conservative
Holidays (except for Reform
occasional Bar Mitz- All denominations
vah or other special combined
event)

15. 3
57.1
42,9

12.5
7.1

60. o

35.7
61. 5

17,6

25.0
18.6
18.8

13.7
37. L

53.8

29.4
35. 3
t8.2

25.9
58.8
29.o

19.4
t4.3
43,9

22.2
36.2
37.5

34.4

o
@
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TABLE 39. Cornparison of Regular Synagogue Attendance in
Different Cities.

Milwaukee, Wisc.

Greater Washington, D. C.

Memphis, Tenn.

Dade County (Miami), Fla.

Entire U. S. A.

Portland, Oregon

Milwaukee, Wisc,

Creater Washington, D. C.

Memphis, Tei:,n.

Dade County (Miami), FIa.

Entire U. S. A.

Portland, Oregon

Orthodox

At least At least
once a twice a

wgg!_ month

'2t.7%

23.3 27.3

13

54.4

Reform

At least
once a

month

?5.8%

42. I

77.9 - 27.8

Conservative

At least At least At least
once a twice a once a

week month month

15.1 27.2 40.8

s9.2

All Denominations Combined

At least
once a

week

7.6%

13.

At least
tvrice a

month

16.3%

27.6

At least
once a

month

42.7%

62

52.6

At least At least At least
once a twice a once a

week month month

31

20

e-1 2G )

- 34.6

24? 16l

59.7

5-The9% value is the statistic stated in the Catholic Digest, November, 1952 (pp. 1-7) survey,
while the L2% vahe is the statistic stated by Dr. Marshall Sklare in Conservative Judaism: An

American Religious Movement (pp. 38-39). This statistic actually refers to all Jews, not only
synagogue members.

6 'the 24% value is quote by Dr. Sklare. The ? is due to the fact that no appropriate statistic is

given in tlre Catholic Digest survey, and, therefore, the 24ot6 statistic should be considered an

approximation. The statistic actually refers to all Jews, not only synagogue members.



TABLE 40. The Observance by Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland of Rituals Pertaining to the Memorializing of Dead Beloved Ones.

Men 45 Women
years 45 years
and and

younger younger

Men 46 Women
years 46 years
and and

older older

Men and Men and

women women
45 years 46 years

and and

vounqer older

Women Total rnember-
of all ship (a11 ages

ages and both sexes)

Men
of all
ages

I. Do observe or
would observe the
Yahrtzeit ( anniver-
sary of deith; of a
beloved relative
by attending religious
services on the Friday
evening prior to the
Yahrtzeit

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

50.o%
92. O

85.7

3L.3%
100. o
92.6

68.8%
92.6
89.5

3r.8%
92.O
81. 3

60,o%
92.3
87.9

3L.2%
94.9
88. 4

44.1%
93.4
88. 2

83. O

&.@/o 47,4%
94.9 92.3
90.2 85.7

II. Do observe, or
would observe, the
Yahrtzeit of beloved
relative by attending
religious services on

the exact day of the
Yahrtzeit (even if it
is a weekdav)

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
Al1 denominations

combined

92.9%
68. O

M.2

100. o
61. 5

30.4

100. o
51.9
57.9

81. O

66.0
13. 3

96.2
65.8
36. 1

89.2
s8.8
38.2

96.7
59.6
53.1

87.9
64.9
23.7

92. I
61. 8

37. t

56.9

III. Regularly attend
(or would attend)
Yid<or services for
deceased relatives

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

combined

100. o
91.7
50. o

100. o
100. o

52. 9

92.9
81.5
72.2

90.5
94. O

46.7

100. oo
93.8
51.7

91. 4
88.2
60.6

100. o
86.3
63. 3

94.4
96.9
50. o

95.3
90.4
56.5

77.5

{o



TABLE 41. Attitude of the Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland toward the Daily Recitation of the Kaddish.

Men aged Women
45 and aged

younger 45 and
yorrnger

Men aged Women
46 and aged 46

older and

older

Men and Men and

women women
aged 45 aged 4$

and and
vounser older

Men Women Totd member-
of all of all ship ( all ages

ages ages and both sexes)

Orthodox 0.0

6.7
92.3

s.3

10.5
84.2

o.o

2t.7
78.3

2.9

8.8
88.3

O days o.o o.o
one month or less

(but not 0 days) 25.0 L8.2
1 1 months 75. O 81 . 8

0.0

14,8 13. 3 t4,o
85.2 83- 4 84-2

3.3 1.8

Conservative O days 39. 1

one month or less

(but not O days) 17.4
11 months 43. 5

28.6

35.7
35.7

28.6

39. 3
32. I

2t.6

25.5
s2.9

33. 3

29.4
?7- ?

23.7

28.9
47- 4

29,3

29. ?
41 -4

35.1 25.2

24.3 32.7
40. b 42-l

Reform O days 42.9
one month or less

(but not O days) 42.9
11 months L4.2

69.2

15.4
15.4

36.8

47.4
15.8

50. o

31. 3
t8.7

60. o

25.0
15.0

42.9

40.0

39.4 6t.9

45.5 21.4

52.0

32.O
16- OL7-l 15- 1 t6-7

AII denominations
combined

O days

one month or less

(but not O days)
11 months

34.8

28.4
36. 8

{



Men ased
45 and
younSer

Women
aged 45
and
younger

Men aqed
46 anJ
older

Women
aged 46
and
older

women
aged 45
and

HN"L
3f3.,

flr
ages ages

I otal Member-
ship (all ases
and lioth sExes)

na na

I. Enjoy religious
service which is
entirely in Hebrew

II. Enjoy religious
service which is
almost entirely in
English

Orthodox 6L.5%
Conservative 33. 3
Reform t4.3
All denominations

7,r%
2t.4
3.7

68.8%
42.9
5.3

33.3%
31. 3

7.t

33.3%
28.9
7.3

48.6%
37.2
6.1

65. s%

38.5
9.1

22.9%
27.O
4.9

42. L%

33.7
6.8

combined 24- 4
Orthodox

Conservative
Reform
A1l denominations

combined

30.8
29.2
78.6

46.7
46,2
70,4

3s.7
42,9
57,9

45. O

43.4
66.7

39. 3
35. 1

73.2

4t.2
43. L

61. 8

33. 3
36. s
66.7

45.7
44.4
69. 1

&.3
39.8
68. O

51. 3

III. Enjoy religiors Orthodox
service which is ap- Conservative
proximately half Reform
Hebrew and half A11 denominations

8s.7
79,2
57. L

78.6
85.7
76,9

86.7
88.0
8t.2

90.5
85. 7

100. o

82.1
87.8
70,o

88.9
83,7
89.7

86.2
86.8
70.o

85. 7
85. 1

84.6

85. 9

78.2

82^ SEnglish combined
IV. Enjoy community Orthodox

singing during service Conservative
rather than merely Reform
having synagogue A1l denominations
functionaries conduct combined

92.9
88. O

42.8

100.0
92,9
74. L

93. 3

96. O

s8.8

95. Z

81.6
78,6

96.7
89.7
63.4

94.4
89.8
67.7

93. 1

92.O
51. 6

97,3
86. 8
75.6

95.5
89.8
65. 3

80.0

V. Do not enjoy
any Jewish religious
service

Orthodox

Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

7.1
o.o
0.0

0.o
o.o
0.0

15.4
3,7
o.o

t4.3
2,O
6.7

14.7
2,6
3.0

11.1
z.o
o.o

9.5
1.8
t.4

2.9

8.3
1,6
2.4

3.4
0.0
0.o

{
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TABLE 43. Attitude of Syuagogue -Affiliated Jews of Portland toward Changing the Main Service of tle Week from Saturday (or Friday Night) to
Srmdav-

Men aged Women

45 and aged 4[5

younger and

younger

Men aged Women
,16 and aged 46

older and
older

Men and Men and

women women
aged t[5 aged 46

and and
vounqer older

Women Total mem-
of all bership (all
ages ages and both

sexes)

Men
of aU

ages

I. Would like to have

main religioru service
changed from Friday
Evening, or Saturday,

to Su.nday

II. Believe that many
more Jewish people
would flock to the
synagogue. if the
main service was

changed to Sr:nday

at 11 A.M.

Ortlrodox 7.1%
Conservative O. O

Reform 14.3
A-I1 denominations

6.3%
7.1

11. 1

6.3%
o.o
5.3

o. @l
z.t
0.0

6.7%
2.8

t2,2

2.7%
t.9
2.9

6.7%
0.0
9.1

3.7%
5.3
7.1

4.5%
2.3
8.2

comhined 5. 1

Orthodox
Conservative
Ref,orm
A11 denominations
combined

0.0
13. 6

21.4

t2.5
o.o
7.4

18.8
4.0
5.3

9.0
6.4
o.o

6.7
8.3

t2.2

13.2
5.5
2.9

10. o
8.5

t2. I

10.5
2.7
4.7

10. 3
6.1
7.9

7,s

-l(,



TABLE 44. Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland who can Properly Recite the Blessings at the Torah, Without Stammering, When Being Honored
by being called to the Torah.

Men aged Women Men aged Women Men and Men and Men Women Total Member-
45 and aged 45 46 and aged women $romen of all of all ship (all ages

younSer and older 46 and aged 45 aged 46 ages ages and both sexes)
younger older and and

vouser older

Orthodox 85.7% 64.3W 69.2% 72.2W 75.O% 7l.O% 77.8% 68.8%* 72.9o/o

Conservative 76.0 7t, +* 85.7 88. 1* 74.4 87.5 81.1 82. +* 81.6

Reform 30.8 48.0* 57.9 53.8* 42. I 56.3 6.9 50. Ot 4ti.6

All denominations
combined 63. 9

* Refers to their husbands.

{
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TABLE 45. Portland Hebrew School Enrollment Accordins to Denominational Affiliation. 7

Number of children Perceiitage of total
in Portland Hebrew eiirollment at Portland
School Hebrew School

Shaalie Torah Congregation (Orthodox)
Neveh Shalom Congrq gation (Conservative)
Temple Beth Israel (Reform)
Non-affiliated

Total

2L

98

62
16

t97

to.7%
49.7
31. 5

8.1

100.0

7'Ettinger, Asher, Principal, PortlandHebrew School. Letter to Dr. Jack Segal. October L6, 1962,

TABLE 46. Total Enrollment of Portland Students in Hebrew Education (exclusive of Sunday School)

Accordine to Denominational Affiliation.
Number of students

in either Portland
Hebrew School or

Hillel Academy
38

LLL

62

26

Percentage of total
enrollment at Portland
Hebrew School or
Hillel Academy

t6.o%
48.6
26. t
11.1

Shaarie Torah Congre gation (Orthodox)
Neveh Shalom Congregation (Conservative)
Temple Beth lsrael (Reform)
Non-affiliated

TotaI 100.0

TABLE 47. Prrcportion of Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Enrollment (exclusive of Non-
Affiliated Enrollment) at the Portland Hebrew School and HiIleI Academy.

Percentage of total Percentage of total
enrollment at Port- membership of the
Iand Hebrew School three synagogues

and Hillel Academy
(exchsive of non-
affiliated)

t8.o%
52.6
29,4

237

Shaarie Torah Congre gation (Ortllodox)
Neveh Shalom Congre gation (Conservative)
Temple Beth Israel (Reform)

16.o%
42.7
40.6



TABLE tE. Holidav Practices of Svnasogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland.
t"te"
45 and- aged 45 ,16 and aged 46 women women of dl of all ship.(all ages .
younger and older a""a aged 45 age_d,4S ages ages and both sexes)

younger older %1-n", "rtlf
I. Fast on
Yom Kippur*

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominatiors

combined

78.6%

64.O
57, L

62.s%

71.4
8.1

70.@a

66.7
sL.2

89.2%

49.1
37. L

75.9%

50.9
54.5

84. Zo/o

64. L

37. Z

80.6%

56.5
44.7

55.7

73,3% L@.@A

39. 3 60.8
52.6 18.8

II. Keep brsiness
(or profesional
office) closed on

Yom Kippur

III. Do not work
on Yom Kippur

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

55. 6
60.0
27,3

85.7
60. o
54.5

54.5
66.7
43.8

76,9
70.o
63. 6

68.8
60.0
45. s

66.7
67.6
51. 9

55. O

63.6
37.O

80.0
66.7
57.6

67,5
64.4
8,3

s8- 4
Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
Al1 denominations

combined

100. o
82.6
7r.4

8s.7
100. o
87.5

88.9
86. 3

85. 7

90. o
70.8

92.3
86.2

93. 3

84.4
78.6

90.6
83.8
76.6*

81. 8

HEift?t8"' ao. o

89.5
81. 8

Ir;eif,tf*

88.2
82.4
#Tgfi'r".'8*

IV. Make an attempt
to vist a Sukkah on
Sukkoth

V. Attend religioru
services on Purim to
hear the reading of
Megillah

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

64,3
45.8
42.9

68.8
50. o

34.6

62.5
28.6
50. o

77.3
62.7
50. o

66.7
47.4
37.5

71. L

45.3
so. o

63. 3

37.3
46.9

73.7
59.0
@.5

69. 1

46. Z

43.2

48.8
Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

57.1
33. 3
21.4

68.8
35.7
0.0

57. t
50. o
22-2

42. I
45. 1

6.3

63. 3

34,2
7,3

4tt.5
47.2
t4.7

57, L

42.3
21.9

54.3
41. o
2.3

55. 6
41.8
LO.7

31.5

If a person could not fast becatse of ill hedth but would have fasted had he, or she, been in good health, the person was
instructed to answer in the affirmative.

On the basis of those who replied.
{
o.
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n to School on the Different Holid
andMen ased

45 and
younger

Women
aged 45
and
yolmSer

Men aced,[6 anil
older

Women
aged 46
ano
older

women
age.d 215

and

womeItr
aged r[6
and
older

Men
of aII
ages aSes

Total member-
ship-(d.l ages .
anct both sexes)

Children remain (or did
remainbr.t of school on:
I. First day of Rosh

Hashanah
Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

combined

92.3% LOO.O%

9t.7 100.0
100.0 100. o

92.3% L@.@/"

96.1 100.0
100. o 93.8

96.40A

94.6
100. o

97.OoA

97.9
97. I

92.3% 100.O%

94.O 100.0
100. o 97.7

96.7%

96. 5

98.6

97.4
lI. Second day of Rosh

Hashanah

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

combined

69,2
54. 1

14.3

93. 3
46. L

7.4

72.7
34.6
0.0

95. O

65. 1

7.L

82. L

51. 4
9.8

97. L

4ti.9
3.1

70.8
44.O
6.3

94.3
s8.8
7.3

84.7
so. o
6.9

38- 4
UI. Yom Kippur Ortfrodox

Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

combined

84.6
91.7

100. o

100. o
100. o
100.0

84.6
100. o
100.0

100. 0
100. o
100. o

93.1
94.6

100.0

93.8
100.0
100.0

84.6
96. O

100. o

100. o
100. o
100. o

93.4
97.6

100. o

97.8
ry. Passover Orthodox

Conservative
Reform
A1I denominatiors

combined

30.8
25. O

0.0

33. 3
15.4
7.4

41.7
34.6
11.1

52.4
31.8
20. o

32. L

21.6
5.0

47. I
33. 3
t5.2

36. O

30. o
6.5

44.4
25.7
11. 9

41.0
28.2
9.6

22.8
V. Shavuoth Orthodox

Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

cornbined

14. 3

12. 5

o.0

18.7
7.7
o.o

30.8
11.5
0.0

40. o
20.9
0.0

16.7
10.8
0.0

36.4
14,9
o.o

22.2
L2.O
o.o

30.6
t4.7
o.o

27.O
13. 1

0.0

10- 1

VI. Sukkoth Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

combined

14.3
8.3
o.o

t8.7
7.7
0.0

30.8
11.5
o.o

40.0
t9.4
0.0

t6.7
8.1
o.o

36.4
12.8
0.0

22.2
10. o
o.o

30.6
11.8
0.0

27.O
LO.7
o.o

9.0 {{



TABLE 50. Attitude of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews toward the Jewish Festivds of Passover, Sukkoth, and Shavuoth. *

M.
45 and 45 and 46 and aged 46 nromen women all ages of all (all ages and both
younger yormger older and older aged 45 aged 46

and and
vounser older

ages sexes)

I. Consider Passover

a major festival
Orthodox 92.9%
Conservative 95.5
Reform 1m.0
All denominations

combined

100. o%

92.9
88. 9

75.O%

82.1
88.9

95.2%
91.6
80.0

96.7%
94.4
9?,.7

87.9%
86. s
84.8

84.6%
88.0
93.8

97.30/6

92. I
8s.7

92.1%
89.8
91.7

91 .O

II. Consider Sukkoth a

major festival
Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

combined

69.2
&.9
21.4

31. 3

14.3
3.7

61.5
28.6
11. 1

61. 9
44.4
38. s

48.3
30.6
9.8

61. 8

34.6
22.6

65. 4
34. O

15. 6

8.6
33. 3
15.0

55.6
33.7
15.3

30.1

m. Consider Shavuoth
a majoi' festival

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

6.1
27.3
7.t

31.3
2t.4
14.8

61. 5

32.1
16.7

61. 9

47.8
35-7

37.9
25. O

12.2

61. 8

39.2
25. O

s3.8
30. o
t2.5

48.6
37.8
22.O

50.8
33. 3
17.8

30.0

* The statistics stated in Table 50 minrs 1OO% eguds the percentage of people who consider the particular festival a
minor festival.
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TABLE 51. Attitude of Sv".goe"e-Affili.t.
Men aged Women Men aged Women Men and Men and Men
4-5 and 45 and 46 and 46 and women women of
younger younger older older ased aced all

45 and 45 and ages
vounqer older

Women Total member-
of ship (all ages
all and both sexes)
ages

I. The first day of
Rosh Hashanah

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

combined

0.0
o.0
o.o

0.0
o.o
o.o

0.0
0.0
o.o

0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
o.o

0.0
0.0
0.0

o.o
0.0
o.o

0.0
o.o
0.0

o.o
0.0
o.0

o.o
U. The second day of
Rosh Hashanah

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

15. 4

4.0
2\.4

6.3
o.o

25.9

6.3
28.6
26,3

10. o
15.7
5.0

10. 3
2.6

24.4

7.9
22.6
25.7

10. 3
17.o
24.2

7.9
12.3
25. 6

9.0
14. 1

25.0

17. 7

III. Yom Kippur Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

0.0
0.0
o.o

o.o
0.0
0.0

0.0
o.o
o.o

0.0
o.o
o.o

0.0
o.o
0.o

o.o
o.o
0.0

o.o
o.o
o.o

0.0
0.0
o.o

0.0
o.0
o.0

o.o
IV. Sukkoth Orthodox

Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

o.o
0.0
o.o

o.o
0.0
0.0

0.0
o.o
o.o

4.5
z.o
o.0

0.0
0.0
o.o

2.6
1.3
0.0

0.0
o.o
o.0

2.6
1.5
0.0

1.5
0.9
o.o

0.6

V. Passover Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
All denominations

combined

0.0
0.0
o.o

0.0
o.o
o.o

o.o
o.o
o-o

4.5
0.0
o.o

0.0
o.o
o.o

2.6
o.o
o.o

o.o
0.0
o.o

2.6
o.o
0.0

1.5
o.o
0.0

0.3

{
\o



TABLE 51 (Continued)
Men aged Women Men aged
45 and 45 and 46 and
yourger younge! older

Women Men and
46 and women
older aged

45 and

Men and
women
aged
46 and
older

Men
of

all
ages

Women Total membership
of (all ages and
all both sexes)

VI. Hanukah Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AIl denominations

combined

0.0 0. o
4. 0 0.0
o.o 0.0

0.0
o.o
o.o

0.0
o.o
0.0

0.0
2.6
o.o

0.0
0.0
o.0

0.0
t.9
o.o

0.0
0.0
0.0

o.o
0.9
o.o

o.4
VII. Shavuoth Orthodox

Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

combined

7.7
o.o
o.o

o.o
3.6
o.o

4.5
2.O
0.0

3.6
0.0
0.0

2.6
2.5
0.0

3.4
t.9
o.o

2.6
1.5
0.0

3.O
L.7
0.0

L.2

o.o
0.0
0.0

VIII. Purim Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
A11 denominations

cornbined

3.0
0.9
o.o

2.6
0.0
o.o

3.6 2.6
o. o 1.3
0.0 0.0

4.5
o.o
o.o

7.7 0. O

0.0 0.0
o. o 0.0

o.o
3.6
0.0

3.4
1.9
0.o

o-8

@o



TABLE 52. Attitude of Svnaeosue-Affiliated Iews of Portland toward Bar and Bath Mitzvah.
Men aged Women Men aged Women Men and Men and
45 and 45 and 46 and 46 and women women
younger younger older older aged aged

45 and 46 and

Orthodox
Conservative 96. O 1OO. O 100.0 98. O 97.4 98. 1 98.1 97.5 97,8
Reform 61 .5 65.4 89.5 80.0 64.L 85.3 78.L 7O.7 74,.O

A11 denominations
comb.ned gg. 6

Men Women Total membership
of of (all ages and
ages ages both sexes)

[. Boys should be

Bar Mitzvah

II. Girls should be

Bath Mitzvah
Orthodox
Conservative
Reform

AII denominations
combined

38. 5

37.5
21. 4

20. o

61. 5

t9.2

50. o

76.9
68.4

42.9
82.6
6.7

28.6
45.9
20. o

45. 9
79.6
4t.2

44.8
58. O

48.5

33. 3

75. O

15. O

38. s

6s. 5
29.7

46.5

III. Of those answeling
affirmatively to question

#II, on which day should

the Bath Mitzvah take
place?
a) Friday evening (only)

Orthodox

Conservative
Reforrn

50. o

33. 3

50. o

100. o

71.4
0.0

s0.0
55.5
72.7

62.5
82. Z

50. 0

71. 4

50. o

25.0

56. 3
69. O

69.2

50. o
35. 9

69.7

72.7
79.3
t6.7

60.9
63. 8

52.4

b)Saturday morning (only) Orthodox

Conservative
Reforrn

s0.0 0. o 25. o 12.5 28.6 18.8 33.3 9.1 21.7
33. 3 18. 6 20. O 15. 6 31. 3 16.7 17.9 17.2 20.7

50.0 100.0 27,3 50.0 75.o 30.8 33.3 83.3 47.6

c) either Friday or
S aturday

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform

o. o o. o 25.0 25.0 0.0
33. 3 0. O 25. 0 2.2 18.7
Insufficient replies were available for this calculation.

24.9
14,3

t6.7
46.2

18.2
3.5

17. 4

15.5
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TABLE 53. Bar Mitzvahs in Portland.

Septernber I960- Septernber l96l -
Septernber 196I Septernber 1962

Shaarie Toralr Congregation
(Orthodox)

Neveh Shalorn Co5rgregation
(Conservative) ' 2,,

Ternple Beth Israel (Refor.rr)I0 15

10

z4

r5

8Walsh, Phyllis, Secretary--Shaarie Torah Congregation. Letter
to Rabbi Jack Segal. JuLy 24, 1962.

o
'B"ttrrrarr, Karl, Executive Secretary- -Neveh Shalorn Congregation.
Letter to Rabbi Jack Segal. June 27, 1962.

10Lesrnan, Celia H. , Executive Secretary--Ternple Beth Israel.
Letter to Rabbi Jack Segal. June 20, 1962.

TABLE 54. Bath Mitzvahs in Portland.

Septernber I960- Septernber 196I-
Septernber 196l Septernber L96Z

Shaarie Toraf, Congregation
(Orthodox)

Neveh Shalorn Consresation
( Cons e rvative) I Z

Ternple Beth Israel (Reforrn)13

z

0

Z

0

t1 Walsh, Phyllis. loc. cit.

LZ Bettrnann, Karl. loc. cit.
t3 Lesrnan, Celia H. Ioc. cit.



TABLE 55. Attitude of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland toward Supernaturalisms.
Men aged Women Men aged Women

45 and aged 45 46 and aged
Men and Men and
women women
aged aged
45 and 46 and
vor.rnser older

Women Total membership
of (all ages aird both
all sexes)
ages

you.nger and older
younSer

tl6 and
older

Men
of
all
ages

1) Believe that a qpel-
natural revelation oc-
cr:rred at Mt. Sinai when
Moses received the Torah

Orthodox
yes 7t,4
no 28.6
not sure 0.0

Conservative
yes 25. O

no 4L.7
not sure 33. 3

Reform
yes 2L.4
no 78,6
not sure 0,0

AII denominations
combined

yes

no

not sure

81. 3

0.0
18.7

42.8
35.7
2t.5

33. 3
37. O

29.7

81. 3

t2.4
6.3

57. I
25.0
17.9

41.2
58. 8

o.o

86.4
9.t
4.5

58.8
3t,4
4.8

31. 3
50.0
t8.7

76.7
13. 3
10. o

31.6
39. 5

?8.9

29.3
5t.2
19. 5

84.2
10.5
5.3

58.5
28.3
13.2

36.4
54.5

9.1

76.7
20. o
3.3

42.3
32,7
25.0

32.3
67.7
0.0

84.2
2.6
t3. z

s3.8
33. 0

12.9

32.6
4L,9
25. 5

80.9
LL.7
7.4

47,3
33. 0

19.7

32.4
52.7
t4.9

46.9
37.4
t5.7

2) Believe in some form Orthodox
of afterlife yes

no

not sure
Conservative

yes

no
not sure

Reform
yes

no

57. L

42.9
0.0

33. 3

50. 0
t6.7

14.3
85.6

93. 8

0.0
6.2

42.8
50. o
7.2

42,3
54.0

56. 3

24.9
18.8

53. 6
28.6
17.8

50. o
50. o
o.o

77.3
13. 6

9. 1

54.9
33. 3
11.8

18. 8

81.2
0.0

76.6
2C. I
3.3

31. 6

50. 0
18. 4

31. 3

66. 3
2.4

68.4
18.4
t3.2

54.7
30.2
15. 1

35. 3

64.7
o.o

56.7
55. 5

10. o

40.4
38.5
2L. t

34.4
63.6
0.0

84.2
7.9
7.9

51.3
38.5
to.2

72. t
19.1
8.8

45.1
38. s
t6.4

not sure 0.0 3.7
All denominations combined - yes

-no-not sure

32.2 33.3
65.6 65.6
L2 1.1

44. 9M.2
8:9 @

(^)
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TABLE 56. Percentage of those Having Sorne Forrn
Attitude Toward a Divine Supernatural
Sinai.

of Positive
Revelation at

Orthodox

Conservative

Reform

Total percentage of those

definitely accepting
principle of supernatural
revelation at Sinai

80.9%

41 .3

32.4

Total percentage of those

definitely or possibly accepting
the principle of a supernatural
revelation at Sinai

88.310

67 .0

47 .3

TABLE 56 A. Percentage of those Accepting Some Forrn of
Positive Attitude Toward a Belief in an Afterlife.

Orthodox

Cons ervative

Reforrn

Total percentage of those

definitely accepting a

belief in some form of
afterlife

72, r%

45. r

33.3

Total percentage of those

definitely or possibly accepting
a belief in some form of afterlife

B0.9To

6r. 5

34.4



TABLE 57. Attitude of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland toward Themselves in Regard to Being Sabbath Observers and Understanding tJre

Principles of their Religious Denominations.

Men aged Women
45 and aged 45
younger and

your-iger

Women Men and

aged women
46 and aged
older 45 and

younger

Men aged
46 and
older

Men and

women
aged
46 and
older

Men
of
all
ages

Women Total rnem-
of bership (a11
all ages and both
ages sexes)

1) Consider oirers sell
a Sabbath obsewing Jew
(at least accroding to
pe$onal definition, even
though possibly not ac-

cording to traditional
definition )

2) Understand quite well
the leligious principles
represented by theCon-
gregation to which affil-
iated

Orthodox 35.7%
Conservative
Reform
All denominations
combined

48. O

64.3

37.5%
28.6
40.7

37.5%
71.4
63.2

54.5%
52. 1

66.7

36.7%
41. O

48. 8

47.4%

62.7
64,7

36.7%
60.4
63. 6

47. 404

43.2
s0.0

42.60t
53. 3

56. 0

52.6

Orthodox
Conservative
Refolm
AII denominations

combined

92.9
80. o

85.7

93. 8

92.9
85. 2

87.5
89. 3

100. o

70. o
85. 1

87.5

93. 3

84. 6
85.4

77.8
88. 2

94.3

90. o
84.9
93.9

80.6
89.2
86. O

84.8
86.7
89.5

87.5

@
(.rr



'I'ABLE 58. Attitude of Synagogue-Affiliated Jews of Portland toward Christians when Mixed-Marriaqe or Intermarriase is Considered.
Men aged Women Men aged Women Men a..d Men and Men Women Total Member-
45 and aged 46 and aged women women of of ship (all ages
younger 45 and older

younger
46 and aged aged aII dl and both sexes)
older 45 and 46 a,d ages ages

vounser older
I. Believe that before a Orthodox 84.6%

Jew marries a non-Jew, Conservative 62'5
the non-Jew should be Reform 42.9

converted to Judaism A11 denominations
combined

64.2%
42.9
69.2

73.3%
69.2
72.2

72.2%
68. O

53.5

78.5%
66. 0
59. 4

68.8%
59. O

63,4

73.3%
62.9
61. 6

64. I

74.1% 72.7%
55. 3 68.6
60.0 63.6

Orthodox
Conservative
Reform
AII denominations

combined

84. 6
37. S

21.4

78.6
50. o
42.3

68. 8
55.6
44.4

90.0
55. 3

21.4

81. 5

42. t
3s. 0

45.8

80. 6
56. 0
34.4

51. 4

75.9
47. t
35. O

85. 3

54. L

3s. 0

81. O

50.0
34.7

49- O

II. To;ally opposed to
the marriage of a Jew to
a non-Jew when the non-

Jew does not convert to

Judaism

III. Opposed to the
marriage of a Jew to
a non-Jew even if the
non-Jew converts to

Judaism

Orthodox 61 . 5

Conservative L2,5
Refoi'm 7. L

A11 denoininations
combined

53.3
50. o
19.2

so. o
29.6
11.1

90. o

47.7
26.7

57. L

25. O

15. O

26.3

72.2
37.5
t8.2

35. 5

55. 2
zL.6
9.4

22.2

74.3
48.5
22. O

42.2

6s. 6

32. t
16.4

31. 3

@
o.
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TABLE 59. Ethnocentrisrn as a Function of Years of Schooling.

Orthodox

Cons ervative

R efo rrn

Are opposed to the marriage of
a Jew to a non-Jew even if the
non-Jew converts to Judaism

65.6T0

32. I

r6. 4

Years of
Schooling

I0.3 years

r3.0

15. z

AII synagogue - affiliated
rnernbers cornbined 31. 3



TABLE 60. The Observance o! Christian Customs by Synasosue-Affiliated Iews of Portland.
Men aged Women Men aged Women Men and Men and Men Women Total member-
45 ai"rd aged t16 and aged women women of of ship (all ages
yonnger 45 and older 4s and aged aged all all and both sexes)

'o**"' "'u"' n?olll", Tr#ru ases ases

I. Have a Christmas
tree at home duing
Christrnas

Orthodox O. Oo/o O. OoA 7.l% 4.7%
Conservative 0. O 0. O 0.0 2.O
Reform 14.3 7.4 O. O 0. O

A11 denominations
combined

o.o% 5.6% 3.6% 2.7% 3.t%
o.0 1.3
9.8 0. O

0. 0 1.7
6.3 4.7

o.9
5.3

3.O

Orthodox 0. O

Conservative 8. O

Reform 2L.4
A11 denominations

combined

6.7
7.1

18.5

o.o
3.7
0.0

4.8
2.L
6.3

3.4

19.5

2.7
3.9
L.5

o.o
5.8
9.4

5.6
5.3

L4, O

3.0
5.6

t2. o

7.7

II. Have Christmas
stockings in home
during Christmas
Festival

III. Feel that there is

nothiilg wrong witir an-
other Jew having a

Christmas tree in his
home during Christmas

Orthodox 23.1
Conservative 24. O

Reform 35.7
AII denominations

combined

o.o
7.t

18.5

7.1
14.3
10.5

10. 5

8.3
25. O

LL. L

t7.9
24.4

9. 1

11.5
17. t

14. 8

18. 9

2L.2

6.1
8.6

20.9

10.0
14.3
2L. I

16- 3

IV. Give children Orthodox 7.7
Easter baskets or Easter Conservative 4. O

eggs duringthe Easter Reform 42.9
festivd AII denominations

co.nbined

26,7
0.0

33. 3

0.0
20. o
5.9

17.9
2.6

36.6

o.o
12.8
6.3

3.8
t2.o
22.6

tt.4
2.9

23.8

8.2
8.2

23.3

14.3

0.0
4.5
6.7

V. Wish they were born
Christians rather than
Jews

Orthodox
Conservative
In doubt

Refolm
A11 denominations

combined

o.o
0.0
8.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
5.6
o.o

4.8
0.0

0.o

0.0
0.0
5.3
2.6

2.8
o.o
2,L
0.0

0,0
0.0
5.7
0.0

0.0
0.o

2:7
0.0

1;5 yes
O. O yes

3.a lt,ut
1. 4 yes

O. 9 ves
1.5 in

doubt

3.7

@
@

2.4
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TABLE 61. Cornparison of National and Local Reforrn Habits in
Regard to Use of Christian Syrnbols.

N. F. T. B. Study of Portland
National Reforrn Survey
Habits

Have Christrnas tree
in horne ZlTo 5.3%

Opposed to having Christrnas
tree in Jewish hornes 54 7 8. 9

Hang stockings in horne on
Christrna s 34 lZ. 0

TABLE 62. Value Systern to be Used to Cornpare the Different
Rituals, Custorns, Traditions, and Belief s.

Nurnerical
VaIue

Maxirnurn value to denornination

Mediurn value to denornination

6

5

4

3

z

I

0No value to denornination



palticular ritual by specific
denorrrination

of specific denomination

Orthodox Conservative Reform
1) Attend religious services at least once every two weeks
2) Blessing is regularly recited before meals
3) Blessing isregularly recited after meals
4) Tephillin are worn daily (by males)
5) Dietary Laws observed in home
6) Dietary Laws observed out of home
7) Bread products are not brought into home on Passover

8) Attend first Seder

9) Attend second Seder

10) Light Friday evening candles
11) Light Hanukah candles
12) Fast on Yom Kippur
13) Keep buiness closed on Yom Kippur
14) Keep children out of school on second day of Rosh Hashonah

15) Children remain orrl s1 sghool on Sukkoth
16) Observe the exact day of Yahrtzeit
17) Observe-Bar Mitzvah (boy should be Bar Mitzvah)
18) Observe Bath Mitzvah (girl should be Bath Mitzvah)
19) Have Mezuzah on doo(s)
20) Wear skull-cap (head-covering) at meals
21 ) Recite jgllyShaharith, Minhah, and Matarib services
22) Visit a Sukkah on Sukkoth
23) Hear reading of Me gillah on Purim
24) Recite Kiddush Friday evening

(*) Partial Total

Grand Total

5*
6x

6>k

6*
6*
5*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6*
6x

5*
6*
6*
1

6x
4*
+*
6*
6x

6{<

131

5*
4*
3

6+

6*
5

6*
6t
+*
6*
6*
6*
5*
6*
3

6*
6*
2

6*
3

5

3

5

6*
90

6. o*
3. 5*
1.0
0.0
0.5
0.5
4. O*

6. 0*
2.O
6. O*

6. ok

5.5*
5. O*

o.5
3.5*
0.5
5. o*
1.0
3.0
0.5
0.5
6. O*

5. ok

6. o*
67.5

Orthodox
2.72*
2. 15*
L. 27*
0. 78*
2. 38*
L. 29*
4.75*
5.90*
5. 02*
4.45*
5. 38*
4.82*
4. 05*
5. 08*
1. 35*
5.53*
6. 00+

0. 39

5.12+
0. 88*
o.76*
4. 15*
3.34*
z.9l*

80. 09

Co,"iservative
1.39*
o.4+*
o.23
o. 40*
o.72*
o. 13

4.t#
5. 92*
2.5Y(
4.2+*
5.54*
3.39*
3.22*
3. OOt

o.32
3.71*
5.87*
1. 31

4.92*
o. 17

o. 10

1.39
1.25
2.4+*

51.95

Reform
1.66*
o.37*
0. 03

o. oo
o. oo
o. oo

1. 68*
5. 84*
0.66
3. 40*
5.zlr(
2.49*
2.42*
o. 03

0.0*
0.19
3.70*
o.30
1. 60
o. o0
0.00
2.59*
0.54*
2. 53*

32.43

132 113 77,5 80. ,18 56.85 35.24

\oo
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TABLE 64. cornparison of Different coefficients of observance.

Orthodox Conservative Ref orrn

Ca

Crn

Ci

.51

.6r

.50

.58

.45

,48

. zt .28

'k Insufficient inforrnation is available to properly calculate
Ci for the Orthodox group.

TABLE 65. Point Scale Indicating Relative Position of Observance
of Each Group.

Most observant of four divisions

Second rnost observant division

Third most observant division

Least observant of four divisions

Points

4

3

z

I
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TABLE 66. Scoring System Indicating Degree of Observance of Rituals among t.l.e Four Orthodox

Aee -Sex Groups.
Men45 Men46 W
years of years of years of Years of
age and agq and age and agq and
younger older younger older

A. Rituals of the Home
1) recite a blessing before meals

2) attend first seder

3) attend second seder

4) observe shibetah seven days

5) observe Dietary laws even out of home

6) do not eat bread or bread products even out
of home on Passover

7l f.ast on Yom Kippur

B. Synagosue Rituafs
8) attend services at least once a month
9) attend services at least once every two weeks

1O) (would) attend Yizkor services
11) visit a Sukkah on Sukkotlr
12) attend services on Purim to hear reading of

Megillah

C. Beliefs and Attitudes
1 3) believe in supernatural revelation at Sinai
14) believe in some form of hereafter after death

15) consider oners self a Sabbath observer

16) believe that before a Jew marries a non-Jew

the non-Jew should be converted to Judaism
17) totally oppose marriage of a Jew to non-Jew

when non-Jew does not convert to Judaism
18) oppose the marriage of Jew to non-Jew even

if t}re latter converts to Judaism

3.0
2.5
3.5
2.0
3.0

3.5
3.0

1.0
2.0
3.5
1.5

2.5

1.0
1.5
2.O

4.O

3.0

3.0

1.5
2.s
3.5
1.0
1.0

2.O
2.0

2.5
2.O
1.5
1.5

2.5

2.5
1.5
2.O

2.5

1.0

1.5

1.5
2.5
2.O

3.0
2.O

1.0
1.0

4.O
4.0
3.5
3.0

4,O

2.5
4.O
2.O

1.0

2.O

1.5

4.O
2,5
1.0
4.O
4.0

3.5
4,O

z.s
2.O
1.5
4.O

1.0

4.0
3.0
4.O

2.5

4.0

1.5

Rituals of the home A

Synagogue rituals B

Beliefs and attitudes C

20.5

10.5

14- 5

13. 5

10. o

11.0

13. O

18.5

13. O

23.0

11. O

19. 0

TOTAI- 4S.5 34. s 44.5 53.0

Years attended school 15. O 9.2 12.4 6.6
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TABLE 67 Scoring System Indicating Degree of Observance of Rituals and Beliefs Among the
Four Corservative Aee-Sex Groups,

Men 45

years of
age and

vounger

3.5
2.5
2.O

4.O
1.5

Men 46 Women 45

years of years of
age and age and

older vounger

Women 46

years of
age and

older

3.5
2.5
2.O
2.5
3.5

4.0
2.5

A. Rituals of the Home
1) recite a blessing before meals
2) attend first Seder

3) attend second Seder

4) observe Shibe'ah seven days

5) observe Dietary Laws even out of home
6) do not eat bread or bread products even

out of home on Passover

fast on Yom Kippur
Svnagogue Rituals
attend services at least once a month
attend services at least cnce every twoweeks
(would) attend Yizkor services
visit a Sukkah on Sukkoth

attend services on Purim to hear reading of
Megillah

C. Beliefs and Attitudes
13) believe in supernatural revelation at Sinai
14) believe in some form of hereafter after death
15) corsider one's self a Sabbath observer
16) believe that before a Jew marries a non-Jew

the non-Jew should be converted to Judaism
l7l totally oppose marriage of Jew to non-Jew

where non-Jew does not convert to Judaism
18) oppose the marriage of Jew to non-Jew even

if the latter converts to Judaism

Rituals of the Home

Synagogue Rituals

Beliefs and Attitudes

TOTAL

Years attended school

3.0
2.5

2.5
2.5
2.O
1.0
1.5

1.0
1.0

2.5
2.5
4.0
2.5
3.5

2.O
4.07)

B.

8)

e)

10)

11)

t2)

1.0
1.5
2.5
z.o

1.5

2.5
3.0
1.0
1.0

4.O

2,5
1.5
4.O

3.0

1.5

4.O
4.O
2,5
4.0

3.0

1.0
1.0
2.O

2.O

1. O

3.5
3.5
4.O

3.5

3.5

2.O
2.O
1.0

1.0

2.0

3.5

3.5
3.5
3.0

3.5

3.5

3-.51- O 2.O

I

19. 0

8.5

8.0

11.5

11. 5

20.0

zt. o

12. 5

11.0

20.5

t7.5

20. s

3s.5

15.5

43. 0

t2.5

44.5

13. 6

58.5

LO.7
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TABLE 68, Scoring System Indicating Degree of Observance of Rituals and Beliefs Among the
Four Reform Ase-Sex Grouos.

A. Rituals of the Home
1) recite a blessing before meals
2) attend first Seder

3) attend second Seder

4) observe shiberah seven days

5) observe Dietary Laws even out of home
6) do not eat bread or bread products even out

of home on Passover

7) f.ast on Yom Kippur

B. Synagogue Rituals
8) attend services at least once a month
9) attend services at least once every two weeks

1O) (would) attend Yizkor services
11) visit a Sukkah on Sukkoth
12) attend services on Purim to hear reading of

Megillah

c. s4iefsjsd 4E11!d9!
13) believe in supernatural revelation at Sinai
14) believe in some form of hereafter after death
15) consider oners self a Sabbath observer
16) believe that before a Jew marries a non-Jew

the non-Jew should be converted to Judaism
17) totally oppose marriage of Jew to non-Jew

when non-Jew does not convert to Judaism
18) oppose the marriage of Jews to non-Jews

even if the latter converts to Judaism

Rituals of the home

Synagogue Rituals

Beliefs and Attitudes

TOTAL 42.O 52.0 44.O

Men 45
years of
age and
younger

Men 46
years of
age and
older

1.5
1.5
2.5
1.5
2.5

1.5
3.0

Women 45
years of
age and
younEer

3.5
3.5
2.5
3.5
2.5

3.5
2.O

Women 46
years of
age and
older

1.5
1.5
1.0
3.5
2.5

1.5
1.0

3.5
3.5
4.O
1.5
2.5

3.5
4.0

1.0
1.5
2.5
2.O

3.5

4.O
4.O
4.O
3.5

3.5

2.O
1.5
2.5
1.0

1.0

3.0
3.0
1.0
3.5

2,O

1.0
1.5
3.0

1.0

1.5

1.0

4.0
4.O
3.0

3.5

3.5

z.o

2.5
1.5
1.0

3.5

3.5

3.0

2,5
3.0
3.0

2.O

1.5

4.O

22.5

10.5

9.O

14. O

19.0

19.0

zL.o

8.0

1s. o

t2.5

12.5

16. O

41. 0

Years attended school t7. L 15. 5 14.8 13. 8
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fvative
rcent
rform

performing
this ritual or
qc!gPt-i.ngacceptlng aCCeDtinS
tl-ris belief this b'elieT

performing
this ritual or
acceptins
this b'eIieT

to.7
2.6

0.0

42, t
56. 6

86.8

97, 4

32.9

0.0

1.3

10. 5

53. 3

0.0
0.0

41.9

17. 3

27.6

52.6

37. L

56.5
16. 0
44.7
4tt. 3
43. Z

to.7

96. 8

6.9

100.0
9.6
0.0
0.0

RITUALS OF THE HOME

1) Recite a blessing before meals

2) Recite a blessing after meals
3) Wear a head covering (yarmulkah)

at meals
4) Recite Kiddush at least every second

week
5) Kindle Friday evening candles
6) Kindle the Hanukah candles
7) Attend Passover Seder on first evening

of Passover

8) Attend Passover Seder on second evening
of Passover

9) At least one male of the family dons the
tephillin daily

10) Recite the morning, afternoon, and

evening prayers daily
11) Observe shiberah memorial serwices for

seven days

12) Have mezuzah(s) in home on doorpost(s)

13) Observe Dietary Laws in home
14) Observe Dietary Laws even out of home
15) Do not bring bread or bread products into

home on Passover

16) Do not eat bread or bread products even out
of home on Passover

RITUALS OF THE SYNAGOGUE
17) Attend reUgj/cus servies at least every two weeks

18) Attend religious services at least once a

month
19) Observe Yahrtzeit on exact anniversary of

death
2O) Regularly attend Yizkor services
21 ) Recite moumers' Kaddish for eleven months
22) Fast on Yom Kippru
23) Keep business closed on Yom Kippur
24) Visit a Sukkah on Sukkoth
25) Hear t}te Megillah on Purim
26) Children remain out of school on First day

Rosh Hashanah
27) Children remain out of school second day

Rosh Hashanah

28) Children remain out of school on Yom
Kippur

29) Children remain out of school on Passover

30) Children remain out of school on Sukkoth
31) Children remain out of school on Shavuoth

3s. 8
2t.2

22. L

4tt.5
74.2
89.7

98.4

83. 6

13. 0

19. 1

66.0
86. 3

39.7
25.7

79. L

68,2

54.4

77.9

92. I
95. 3
84. I
80.6
67.5
69. 1

55. 6

96.7

84,7

93.4
41. 0
27.O
27. O

10. 9

7.6

5.6

40.7
70.7
92.3

98.7

64.4

6.7

3.4

43.6
82.2
L2.O
4.3

69. 3

46.2

27.8

59.2

61. 8

90.4
41.4
s6.5
64.4
46.2
41.8

96. 5

50. o

97.6
28.2
LO.7
13. 1
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TABLE69 (Continued)

Percent of
Orthodox
performing
this ritual or
accepting
this belief

ATTITUDES AND OPINIONS

32) Believe that boys should be Bar Mitzvah 100. O

33) Believe that girls should be Bath Mitzvah 38.5
34) Believe that a supernatural revelation

occurred at Mt. Sinai 80. 9
35) Believe in some form of afterlife after

de ath 72. I
36) Believe that before a Jew marries a

non-Jew, the non-Jew should be converted
to Judaism 73.3

37) Oppose marriage of Jew to non-Jew even
when latter converts to Judaism 65.6

38) Totally oppose marriage of Jew to non-Jew
when the latter does not convert to Judaism 81.0

39) Do not have Christmas tree at home 96.9
40) Do not have Christmas stocking in home

during Christmas 97. O

Percent of
Conservative
performing
tlis ritual or
accePting
this belief

97.8
65. 5

47.3

45. 1

62.9

32, L

50. o
99. t

94.4
91.8

Percent of
Reform
performing
this ritual or
accepting
ttris belief

74. O

29.7

32.4

33. 3

61.6

t6.4

34.7
94.7

88.0
76.741) Do not give Easter baskets to children

TOTALS
A - Rituals of the Horne
B - Rituals of the Synagogue

C - Attitudes and Opinions

Combined Totals

91. 8

869.6
1046.5
797. L

658.6
785.4
686.0

453.4
551. 8
541. 5

27t3,2 21 30. 0 1546.7
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TABLE 70. The "Relative Traditionalisrn" of the Conservative and
Reforrn Groups of Portland.

Relative Traditionalism

R. T. .76
C,h

R. T. .75
C,S

R.T. .85cr&

R. T. .79
c, tot

R. T. .52
frh

R. T. f,s .53

R. T. .70rr4

R. T, ,57r, tot

TABLE 71. Actual and Theoretical Values for Orthodox-Conserva-
tive Observance of Horne and Synagogue Rituals and Ac-
ceptance of Traditional Belief s.

Observe Horne & Synagogue
Rituals & Accept Traditional

(1) Belief s

Denorninations

Orthodox Cons ervative Total
(A)

yes

no

TotaI

45 (391 6r (571 106

23 (29\ 57 (5t) 80

5B It8 r86
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TABLE 72. Actual and Theoretical Values for Conservative-Reform
Obeervance of Home and Synagogue Rituals and Accep-
tance of Traditional Beliefs.

(r)
(B) Observe Horne &

Rituals & Accept
Belief s

Synagogue
Traditional

Denominations

Cons ervative Reform Total

yes

no

TotaI

)i(

61 (55)

,i(

57 (63]|

1r8

,i(

29 (351.

46 (40)

75

90

103

r93

TABLE 73, Actual and Theoretical Valuee for Orthodox-Conserva-
tive Observance of Home Rituals.

(zt
(A)
Obeerve Home Rituale

yes

no

Total

Denominations
Orthodox Conservative Total

37 (3r)

31 (37)

68

48 (541

rl
70 164\

I18

85

t0l

186

TABLE 74. Actual and Theoretical Values for Conservative-Reform
Observance of Home Rituale,

(zt
(B)

Observe Home Rituale

yeB

no

TotaI

Denominations

Coneervative Reform Total
rti

48 l4zl
>F

70 (751

118

zt (?7) 69

54 l48l Lz4

75 193
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TABLE 75. Actual and Theoretical Va1ues
tive Observance of Synagogue

for Orthodox- Cons erva-
Rituals.

(3)
(A)
Observe Synagogue
Rituals

yes

no

TotaI

Denorninations

Orthodox Cons ervative Total

109

77

58 I18 t85

)',< >i<

48 (40) 6l (69)

z0 (28) 57 (49\

TABLE 76. Actual and Theoretical Values for Conservative-Reform
Observance of Synagogue Rituals.

(3)
(B)
Observe Synagogue
Rituals

yes

no

Total

Denorninations

Conservative Ref orm Total
>i<6r 154\

57 (64l,

>i<

28 (35) 89

47 (40) r 04

tr8 75 r93



TABLE 77. Actual and Theoretical Values
tive Acceptance of Traditional

100

for Orthodox- Cons erva-
BeIief s.

(4)
(A)
Accept Traditional
BeIief s

yes

no

TotaI

Denorninations

Orthodox Cons ervative Total
>1.

54 (491

14 (r9)

68

80 (85)

38 (33)

118

t34

5Z

186

TABLE 7 8. Actual and
Acceptance

Theoretical Va1ues for Conservative-Reforrn
of Traditional Be1iefs.

(4)
(B)
Accept Traditional
Belief s

yes

no

Total

Denorninations

Cons ervative Ref orrn Total

rzo

73

lI8 r93

>k ri<

80 (23) 40 (471

38 (45) 35 (28)

75
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TABLE 79. Actual and Theoretical Va1ues for Orthodox-Reforrn
Relationships.

IC
Observe Horne &
Synagogue Rituals
& Accept Traditional
BeIief s

yes

no

Total

zc)
Observe Horne Rituals

yes

no

Tota1

3C)
Observe Synagogue
Rituals

yes

no

TotaI

4C)

Accept Traditional
Belief s

yes

no

Total

Denorninations

Orthodox Ref orrn Total

Denominations

74

69

t43

TotalOrthodox Reform

>:< >F45 (36) 29 (39)

23 (33) 46 (36)

68 75

)i<

37 (28)

31 (40)

58

:l<

48 (35)

z0 (3zl

68

,I

2L (30)

54 (451

58

85

75 t43

Denorninations
Orthodox Reforrn Total

'i<z8 (40\

47 (35)

76

67

75 r43

Denorninations
Orthodox Reforrn TotaI

54 (451 40 (49)
r! .r,

14 (23\ 35 (?,61

94

49

58 75 r43



t02

TABLE 80. Chi - Square Values.

IA)

lB)

IC)

zAl

ZBI

?CI

3A)

3B)

3c)

4Al

4B)

4Cl

z*o, 
",,

Z
Xc,",t

zxo,r,t

Z
Xo,c,h

z
Xc,",h

z
Xo,",h

z
Xo, 

", "
Z

X",r,"

z
xo, 

", "
z

Xo, a, b

zX",r,b

Z
Xo,r,b

3.4r

3. 15

II.53 :i

3.36

3. 4L

9. 4?, *

6.11 'l(

4.31 *<

16. zL >i<

2.88

4.55 )l<

10. 0g >i.




