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NOTES

• Common names are those most used in Kruckeberg (1996), Link (1999), Pojar and Mackinnon 
(1994), and ODFW Naturescaping (2001).

• Scientifi c names and authors courtesy of Scott Sundberg, Oregon Flora Project, Department of 
Botany and Plant Pathology, OSU (http://www.oregonfl ora.org/OFP)

• Description, characteristics, and comments from Elias (1980), Kruckeberg (1996), Pojar and 
 Mackinnon (1994), and Cullina (2000, 2002). Size categories for trees (tall to small) according to 
Elias; categories for shrubs (large to very small) according to Hightshoe (1988) scale. 

• Drought tolerance assigned according to Link (1999), Kruckeberg (1996), Bell et al. (2001), and 
Cullina (2000, 2002).

  
= Drought-tolerant

• Light requirements assigned according to Link (1999), Kruckeberg (1996), and Cullina (2000, 2002). 

  
= Sun 

     
= Part shade/sun

      
= Shade

• Wildlife value assigned according to Link (1999), Kruckeberg (1996), ODFW Naturescaping (2001), 
Cates et al. (2002), Lamb and Allen (2002), Lamb et al. (2002), Olsen and Allen (2002), Neill (2001), 
and Pyle (2002). 

 
  Food source for native butterfl y caterpillars

 
  Nectar source for butterfl ies

  
Food source, shelter, or nesting sites for birds

  
 Nectar source for hummingbirds

 
 Shelter for native amphibians or reptiles

  
Food source for native wildlife or rodents

   
Among species considered to be the most valuable wildlife plants by ODFW Naturescaping

    (2001) reference

   
Recommended for wildlife meadow garden by ODFW Naturescaping (2001) reference

  RECOMMENDED NATIVE PLANTS 
  FOR HOME GARDENS IN WESTERN OREGON
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SPIREA, DOUGLAS’ (HARDBACK, STEEPLEBUSH)
Spiraea douglasii Hook.
Mid-height, multistemmed deciduous shrub to 11' or more. 
Gray-green leaves with silvery white undersides. 3" pyramid-
shape clusters of purplish-pink to deep rose fl owers fading to 
pink, then turning brown after seed production.

Although will survive in dry areas, does best in moist soil. 
Vigorous spreader.

      

SPIREA, SUBALPINE OR MOUNTAIN
Spiraea splendens (S. densifl ora) Baumann ex K. Koch
Very small, multistemmed, deciduous shrub to 2' or more. Small, dark 
green leaves. Vivid pink to purple fl owers in caulifl ower-shape clusters.

Requires moist, cool soil conditions.

GROUNDCOVERS 

KINNIKINNICK (BEARBERRY)
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (L.) Spreng. 
Prostrate, evergreen woody plant with long, trailing branches, 
6–8" tall. Leathery leaves. White or pink urn-shape fl owers. 
Reddish-brown berries.

One of our fi nest groundcovers for full sun; forms creeping 
mats. Best in well-drained soil, tolerates sterile soils. Too 
much moisture and shade can foster fungal disease. Cultivars 
available; look for West Coast-named cultivars or native wild 
types of this widespread species. 
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INSIDE-OUT FLOWER, WHITE
Vancouveria hexandra (Hook.) C. Morren & Decne.
Deciduous herbaceous groundcover to 2'. Delicate foliage. Small, 
white, starlike fl owers on stiff stalks in spring. Bright yellow color in 
late fall.

Spreads underground; valuable as a groundcover for shade. Somewhat 
resembles Epimedium. 

STRAWBERRY, COASTAL
Fragaria chiloensis (L.) Duchesne
Spreading evergreen groundcover to 9". Thick, leathery, 
cloverlike leaves. White fl owers, red fruits.

Vigorous groundcover for sun; spreads by short, hairy 
 runners. Very easy to grow. Edible but bland berries. 

STRAWBERRY, WILD
Fragaria virginiana Duchesne
Spreading deciduous groundcover, 2–5". Gray-green or blu-
ish-green, cloverlike foliage. White fl owers, red fruit.

Freely spreads by runners, very easy to grow. Edible, tasty 
fruit.
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STRAWBERRY, WOODS (WOODLAND STRAWBERRY)
Fragaria vesca L.
Herbaceous groundcover to 8". Cloverlike leaves. White 
 fl owers, red fruit.

Best wild strawberry for shade. Spreads by runners. Varie-
gated form available. Prolifi c berry producer; edible, tasty 
fruit.

WOOD-SORREL, OREGON
Oxalis oregana Nutt. ex Torr. & A. Gray
Rapidly spreading groundcover, 6–8". Cloverlike leaves. White 
or pink fl owers, depending on the variety.

Aggressive groundcover for areas where no other herbaceous 
plants are present. Prefers moist shade.

  

HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS AND FERNS 

ALUMROOT, SMALL-FLOWERED
Heuchera micrantha Douglas ex Lindl.
Herbaceous perennial 1–2'. Small, white fl owers on stalk in late 
spring. Large basal rosette of leaves.

Grows in moist shade. Selected color forms or cultivars available, 
such as ‘Palace Purple.’

Variegated form 

Heuchera micrantha ‘Palace Purple’


