[image: image1.png]& ’a 5
7

C. ciliata 3 =




Field Key to Reindeer Lichens at Mima Prairie
1a Color with a yellowish tint (usnic acid) in top and side views; very common at Mima Prairie

2a Color a clear pale yellowish green, sometimes with slightly brownish tips; branching dichotomous so that a main axis is not apparent; sometimes forming colonies like heaps of cotton puffs
Cladonia portentosa
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2b Color only faintly yellowish, often brownish to violet tinged from above; branching often lateral from a main axis; colonies never appearing like heaps of cotton balls
Cladonia ciliata var. tenuis
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1b Color brownish or grayish in top view or side view, though side view sometimes faintly yellowish green when moist; only occasional at Mima Prairie
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3a Color from above dark brown to grayish brown; branch tips not turned in one direction, relatively fine

Cladonia ciliata var. ciliata
3b Color from above dark gray or violet-tinged gray to brownish gray; branch tips often turned in one direction, relatively coarse

Cladonia rangiferina
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