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COMPARATIVE VALUE Q? TIMBER CUT FROM LIVE AND DEAD TREES

Prejudice exists iin certaein quarters against the use of
timber cut from dead trees, and some purchase specifications
"insist that only timber cut from live trees will be accept-
able. As a matter of fact, when sound dead trees are sawed
into” lumber, and the weathered or charred outside is cut
away, there is no method known to the Forest Products Labo-
ratory by which the lumber cen be distinguished from that -
cut from live trees, except that the lumber from dead trees
may be partly seasoned when sawed.

- All information available at the Laboratory indicates
that timber cut from insect or fire-killed trees is just as
.good for any structural purposes as that cut from live trees
of similar quality, provided the wood has not been subse-
quently injured by decay or further insect attack. If a
tree stands on the stump too long after it is killed, the
sapwood is likely to become decayed or badly infested by
wood-boring insects; and in time the heartwood also will be
similarly affected. The same thing is true of logs.cut from
live trees and not properly cared for. Until the wood be-
comes affected by these destructive agents, dead tree wood
should be just as strong and just as durable as sound live
tree wood.

In considering the subject it may be.useful to remember
that the heartwood of & living tree is entirely dead, and in
the sapwood only a comparatively few cells are living. Most
of the wood cut firom trees is dead, therefore, regardless of
whether the tree itself is living or not. Such being the
case purchase specifications instead of providing thet ma-
terial must not be from dead trees, should state that mate-
rial showing evidence .of decay or insect infestation exceed-
ing a specified limit will not be accepted.

~

2 M 45263 ¥




