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| NTRODUCTION

O O O O

Catching of sea cucumbers is one of the oldest activities of commercial fisheries In
Asian and Pacific countries

|l ntroduced by Chinese 1 n | ate 18000s t
Practiced for several centuries
Confined to the north, east, northeast and northwest coasts

21 sea cucumber species are commercially exploited in the coastal waters of Sri
Lanka




0 No tradition of consuming sea cucumbers in Sri Lanka

0 Entire harvest is processed asbéchalemerand exported to
V' Singapore
V' Taiwan ~ 250 Mt US$ 11 million
V China

o This fishery provides a significant contribution to socioeconomic and well -being of
small-scale coastal fishers in the northern Sri Lanka
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0 Béchedemerproduction chain involves several stake holders
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Commerce = Exchange =2 Traders =» Industries =» Wholesalers =» Retailers

Evaluate the distribution of economic returns among key players




