
Distribution of economic returns from fishers to exporters: A case 
study from the sea cucumber fishing industry in the north and 

northwest coasts of Sri Lanka  

G. Nishanthan and D. C. T. 
Dissanayake  

University of Sri Jayewardenepura,  
Sri Lanka. 



INTRODUCTION  

o Catching of sea cucumbers is one of the oldest activities of commercial fisheries in 
Asian and Pacific countries  

o Introduced by Chinese in late 1800õs to Sri Lanka 

o Practiced for several centuries 

o Confined to the north, east, northeast and northwest coasts 

o 21 sea cucumber species are commercially exploited in the coastal waters of Sri 
Lanka  

 



o No tradition of consuming sea cucumbers in Sri Lanka  

o Entire harvest is processed as bêche-de-mer and exported to  

VSingapore 

VTaiwan   ~ 250 Mt US$ 11 million  

VChina  

o This fishery provides a significant contribution to socioeconomic and well -being of 

small-scale coastal fishers in the northern Sri Lanka 

 



o Bêche-de-mer production chain involves several stake holders  

 

 

 

 

 
Evaluate the distribution of economic returns among key players  

  


