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Hearing on Big
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annual hearing on regulations pertaining to big game animals will be held on
Friday, May 24, at Portland. The hearing
will convene at 10 a.m. in Room 36 of the

State Office Building, 1400 S.W. Fifth
Avenue.

Under consideration will be regulations governing seasons, bag limits, and
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methods of hunting big game animals
deer, elk, antelope, and bear.
Tentative regulations will be an-
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Arago boat ramp, shown under construction, was completed in 1961. It is located
on the Coquille River near Arago and represents development cost of $22,000. Port
of Coquille donated $1,000 toward acquisition of the land. (Photo by Curtis Hoke.)

ings included the following:
GAME AREA RENAMED. Rogue Val-

ley Game Management Area in Jackson
County was renamed after Kenneth G.
Denman, former member of the Game
Commission and resident of Medford until his recent death.
FISH ALLOCATIONS. A p p r o v e d
schedule of fish allocations for 1963 calling for release of approximately 23,077,-

600 fish, including 3,661,100 yearlings
and 19,416,500 fry and fingerlings.
BIDS. Accepted low bids for following projects:
Log jam removal Tillamook and Clatsop Counties, $5,256.50.

Log jam removal Trask River, $14,625.00.

Roseburg of f ice remodeling, $17,Rock Creek refrigeration, $5,394.00.
CAPITAL OUTLAY. Authorized call

HUNTER SAFETY

TRAINING PROGRAM
21

3,462
994
54,291

Firearms Accidents Reported in 1963
Fatal
0
Nonfatal
1
Page 2

MARCH-APRIL MEETINGS OF
THE GAME COMMISSION
The Oregon State Game Commission
met on March 22 and April 17 in Portland. Matters acted upon at these meet-

493.00.

BULLETIN

Students Trained
Month of March
Total to Date

will be adopted.

Wallowa dam and pipeline, $54,500.00.
Lint Slough Crane, $8,500.00.
Roaring River brood pond, $21,286.00.
Rocky Point boat ramp, $4,817.00.
Klamath Hatchery floor, $2,173.00.

The Cover

Instructors Approved
Month of March
Total to Date

nounced and the meeting recessed for
two weeks. On June 7 the hearing will
be continued and the final regulations

for bids for construction of warm-water
game fish rearing ponds near St. Paul;
expenditure of $2,000 for repair of Cedar
Island boat ramp on Willamette River;
construction of small warehouse in Lake
County; extension of Wallowa Lake boat
ramp; project to augment water supply
at Trillium Lake; acquisition of trailer
house for research division.
SPARKS LAKE. Considered proposed

cooperative project with Forest Service
to reduce water loss from Sparks Lake
and authorized staff to explore matter
further.
ACCESS DEVELOPMENT. Author(Continued on Page 8)

May 25 marks opening of the general

trout season for lakes, reservoirs, and
their tributaries within the national for-

est boundaries in the Cascade Mountains (including Paulina and Siskiyou

Mountains); for streams in Zone 1, the

coastal area; and for most streams in
Zones 3 and 4, the Umpqua and Rogue
River watersheds. However, consult the
1963 angling synopsis for exceptions.
*

*

*

Water conditions in southeastern Ore-

gon have shown improvement over last
year and waterfowl production will bene-

fit from the return of water to some of
the lake beds in Lake County. Many of
the marshlands, including Warner Valley
lakes, contain water from the heavy winter rainfall.
*

*

*

Four hundred acres of big game range
were sowed this spring with 1,000 pounds

of lotus major seed by sportsmen from
Astoria, Elsie, and Seaside.
*

*

*

Last month's show-me trip to the Silver Lake deer winter range was participated in by approximately 200 sportsmen
from different parts of the state. Adverse
weather hampered travel in the area but
visits to three key sites were managed.
Commission personnel explained the pur-

pose of the Silver Lake deer research
studyhow counts are made, how winter
mortality is determined, deer migrations,

effects of hunting on a deer herd, and
what food deer must have to survive the
rigors of winter.
*

*

*

Feasibility of rearing steelhead and
silver salmon in Triangle Lake is being

tested as another step in an over-all
study that has been underway for sometime to determine the best possible fisheries for the lake. Adult steelhead were
released in Condon Creek above the lake
and yearling steelhead in the lake itself.
Also, through the cooperation of the Fish
Commission, silver salmon fingerlings
were stocked in the lake.
MAY, 1963

By JIM GRIGGS, Land Agent
COMMISSION'S SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITY
To provide access if econ-

omically feasible and funds available,
wherever a fishery is, or will be, underutilized, or where access to public areas
is being used as a monopoly for profit.
This statement from the Game Commission policy guide relates directly to
fishing but the principle also applies to
game access. It is true that the two forms
of access are usually not pursued in the
same manner. Most game access has been

acquired as a sidelight to the development of a game management area. Sites
for fishing access are as a rule acquired
specifically for that purpose.
To date 126 fishing access sites have

been developed. They encompass 604
acres owned and 263 acres controlled by

the Commission, provide 45 miles of
stream frontage, and cost $575,424.
Waterfowl, upland birds, and big

game management areas provide access
to approximately 61,000 acres of land. A
cost figure is not indicated because access in a number of these projects was of
secondary importance.
The fishing access program was bolstered in 1950 by the making available
of certain existing federal excise taxes

arising from the sale of sports fishing
tackle. Similar type legislation for game

had become effective in 1937. These
monies have been used in acquiring
game management areas where access
has certainly been a tangible benefit.
GAME BULLETIN

Access to sizable tracts of public lands
in a number of cases is blocked. This
problem is slowly being resolved in many
areas, considering approximately half of
Oregon's land acreage is in public ownership.

A new phase of public access is taking
place in the construction of public fishing

waters. These bodies of water, as summarized in the March issue of the Game
Commission Bulletin, are being developed
as money becomes available and will par-

tially remove excess pressures on other
sites where access is readily available.

Since the recreation potential is tied
directly to access, the Game Commission
access program is single purpose
to
provide public access to hunting and fishing areas. Although physical location of

hunting areas are subjected more to the
whims of the hunter than areas sought
by anglers, both forms of access have
been pursued on their own merits while
still being coupled as to policies of acqui-

sition. These policies will be further
broken down.
Tracts of property have been acquired

in a number of ways. Purchases in fee
title as well as restricted and reversionary deeds have been accepted. Gifts of
land for access have been made in some

instance s. Access has been secured

through easements, leases, and agreements from the following agencies: private individuals, State Highway Department, various counties, cities, Bureau of

Reclamation, Bureau of Land Management, U. S. Forest Service, water districts, timber corporations, Department
of Army, Chambers of Commerce, yacht
clubs, investment companies, State Board
of Forestry, and port commissions.
Liaison with these groups and depart-

ments has been quite close to insure

that the maximum amount of public access is retained. County courts have been
requested to advise of pending vacating
procedures which might result in a loss
of access. Tracts of property excess to

other agencies are checked as to their
(Continued on Page 6)
This boat ramp constructed in 1962 on Nestucca
Bay at Pacific City was a cooperative project of

Tillamook County and the Game Commission,
with the Commission contribution of $10,000

paying for slightly less than one-half of the
project's cost.
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Access
(Continued from Page 3)

feasibility for access. And finally, realtors, sportsmen, and Commission employees are asked to be aware of changes
in property ownership where access
might be adversely affected.
Assistance, not only in securing these
access sites but in their development and

maintenance has been received from
many of the counties. To date fifteen
counties have executed a "Statement
of Policy" which notes that with prior
knowledge of plans for an access develop-

ment, the county will perform the

routine maintenance of trash removal,
road and parking lot maintenance. The
problem of maintenance is one which
the Commission cannot handle because
Members of the Bay Area Spin Club working on permanent road and parking lot for the Stanbuck
access site at the forks of the Millicoma and Coos Rivers. Commission acquired site in 1960 and is now
constructing boat ramp to provide access to striped bass fishing area.

of widespread facilities, lack of personnel
and equipment. This maintenance policy
in the majority of the cases has met with

favorable response as increasing attention is being placed upon recreation and
its facilities and has added materially
to the over-all access program.
Cooperative agreements with counties
for development of access facilities have

been one of the most satisfactory meth-

ods of getting the best job done. It is
an outstanding example of state and
county governments pooling their various

resources to accomplish a badly needed
job.

Boat ramp constructed at north end of Wallowa Lake in 1960 by Game Commission. Cooperation was
received from City of Joseph, Wallowa County, and State Highway Commission. Game Commission

recently authorized additional work on the ramp.

Parking lot for Arago boat ramp on Coquille River.

Signs at the site and road signs are
used to notify the public of the location
of these access facilities. Although signs
are heavily vandalized, a conscientious
effort is made to keep the public aware
of existing facilities.

Acquisitions and development of
hunting access are sometimes obscured
by a more important or publicized asset.
The following example might more readily point this out. Development of the
Sauvie Island Game Management Area

was for waterfowl production but the
area also supplied hunting access which
previously was not available. The hunting access acquisition is usually one of
long-time negotiations involving possibly
several landowners, each with a different
desire to integrate a program to a common end result. However, access has had

a direct role in the acquisition of the

Commission's waterfowl, big game, and
upland bird management areas.

Problems are common in acquiring
access and generally can be lumped into
four categories.

More and more land is being purchased for retirement and speculation,
primarily from out-of-state buyers. This
is especially noted on stream frontage
where prices paid continue to rise. Access
(Continued on Page 8)
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This view of the Bridge Creek Management Area shows the former Hilbert and Chisholm lands. Bridge Creek is in center of picture.

Bridge Creek Game Management Area
THE BRIDGE CREEK GAME Manage-

This area is also the natural wintering

ment Area is located in the sparsely settled mountainous area about five miles
south of Ukiah in Umatilla County. The
management area is bounded on the west
by Camas Creek; the east, by the U. S.

ground for approximately 800 elk and
1,000 deer that funnel down from a huntable 360 square miles of public land lo-

Forest Service land; the north, by the

cated in the upper reaches of the North
Fork John Day watershed. Migration of
the animals from this extensive summer

Camas Valley breaks; and on the south,

range occurs after the hunting season

by private land and the breaks of the
North Fork John Day River.
Picture, if you will, a high plateau of

about five square miles, covered with
small biscuits or patches of perennial
grasses set on a carpet of rocks, weeds,
and annual grasses. Three small, steep
drainages project their timbered fingers
into the plateau from Camas Creek. The
south and west sides of the plateau drop

off sharply with open, grassy slopes,
scattered timber, brushy draws, and rugged rimrock into Camas Creek and the
North Fork John Day.

In fair weather, access is gained by
an old freight road, established many
years ago by homesteaders, winding its

way down through the project from
Ukiah to the North Fork of the John

closes and reaches a climax around late
December. They remain on the area until

the grasses start to green up, usually
around early April, following the reced-

ing snow line back to their summer

ing that one last look before bounding
more land open to sportsmen, the Commission has allowed hunting and fishing
during the seasons.
The winter months see the importance
of this management area. The big game

in this area, the isolation from further
private land conflicts, the assurance of

good hunting conditions on the summer
range, and the availability of the area for
out the year even to the casual observer.

remnants are still visible on the flat

During the summer months a few cow

today. These settlers planted some of the
tillable land to rye for use as winter feed
for dairy cattle. The produce from these
small herds was sold at the Ukiah Creamery. During the ensuing years the econ-

and calf elk can be found in the timbered
draws. A good resident deer population

GAME BULLETIN

big bucks are no longer curious, eliminat-

over the rim. In an effort to provide

with 160-acre homesteads; many of the

summer livestock range.

much more aware of our presence. The

The use of this area by big game and
livestock during this period of the 1950s
caused a conflict with landowners and
also placed a heavy burden on the grazing lands. The Game Commission after
considerable deliberation decided to purchase the property in 1960. Some of the
factors weighed in this decision were the
natural preference of the herd to winter

purchase.
The area abounds in wildlife through-

changed considerably. In the 1950s, approximately seven absentee owners used
the area primarily for a spring and early

higher ground and the deer become

range.

Day River.
The area was first settled in the 1890s

omy of the area and landownership

ments to retain spring and surface water
has been made by prior owners. The location of these ponds has afforded fair
to good distribution of game throughout
the area.
During the fall, the situation does not
change much, except that the intrusion
of hunters alters the pattern of living of
some of the animals. The elk move to

exists, both on the plateau and on the
breaks. Blue grouse and Hungarian partridge reside on the grassy flats and heads
of brushy draws. Ruffed grouse are found
in the heavy timber; chukar partridge, on
the open cheat grass, rimrock slopes. The

plateau is quite dry during this period;
however, the construction of impound-

season is over, and snow in the high
mountains has started to push the elk
and deer into the area. First, the cows

and calves, does and fawns come, then
the spikes, and finally, the big, mature
bulls and bucks. During a normal winter,
the elk herd is content to use the plateau;
however, deep snows and prolonged cold
periods will move the animals down on

the steep slopes and timbered draws of
Camas Creek.
The spring months are no doubt a wel-

come sight for the herd. As the nights
warm, snows start to melt and the diet
changes to green vegetation. When the
meadows and slopes green in the high
country, the bulk of the big game herds
move back to their summer range, leaving behind a few summer residents.
For the sake of simplicity, the grassland area can be broken down into three
(Continued on Page 8)
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Bridge Creek Area
(Continued from Page 7)

major groups according to the degree of
management needed.
The first and smallest group consists

of the abandoned farmlands that have
grown up to tar weed. These areas are
located on fairly deep soils and readily
lend themselves to cultivation. The recommended treatment has been to summer fallow this area for one year, then
reseed with palatable, drought-resistant,
perennial grasses, and follow with a selective spray to c o n t r o l competitive
weeds.

In the second group are the south fac-

ing slopes and easy access areas where
livestock and game use starts earlier and
stops later. These areas have quite shallow and coarse soils with little organic

Deschutes River access is helped by this two-mile road constructed from Sherars Bridge to old railroad
funnel. The Commission's development cost came to $17,900.

matter. Cheat grass and other annual
weeds are the predominant vegetation.
A range land drill will be employed in
reseeding this area with perennial grass.
No seed bed preparation is required with
the use of this drill, and a fair to good

stand usually can be expected. Here
again, selective spraying to control weeds
is recommended.

The third and largest group takes in
the north facing slopes, steep side hills,
and a good share of the plateau. This
group usually consists of fairly deep soils

with moderate organic content. In this
group we have a fair stand of the two
perennial grasses most important to the
wintering elk, blue bunch wheat grass

Access
(Continued from Page 6)

at these prices is not only hard to justify
but hard to budget for.
Sportsmen's conduct in a number of
cases has riled the landowner to the point

that access is not going to be granted.
This conduct may be from a minority but

is happening all too frequently.

Finances are not only a continual
problem for the Commission but for
cooperating agencies as well. Lack of
funds is causing several areas to be bypassed because of greater needs in other
places.

of competitive weeds with herbicides, and

Normal land transactions are not the
rule as the owner in the majority of the
cases is not desirous of selling or granting access. It is often a fact that land-

the protection from grazing by livestock
for a time should bring about the restoration of this group to near its natural state
in years to come.

but will not do the same for the public
as a whole.

and Idaho fescue. The application of fer-

tilizer to stimulate the growth and reproduction of these grasses, the control

At the present time there are few
practical methods of establishing browse
shrub species by planting on range land.
However, small experimental trials are
being conducted on the management area

in an effort to find a solution to this
problem.

After the restoration of the native
grasses, the Commission may have the
opportunity to introduce the Merriams
turkey and reintroduce the native Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, once quite
abundant around the turn of the century
in Umatilla CountyJOHN ELY.

Oregon State Game
Commission Bulletin
1634 S.W. ALDER STREET

sured if they are to be managed and harvested effectively.

owners will dispose of a tract of property
to a private individual or private business

Regardless of problems, access is go-

ing to continue as a major factor in the
management of fish and game resources.

Access to these resources must be asMARCH-APRIL MEETING
(Continued from Page 2)

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Jim Griggs has been working for the
Lands Section of the Game Commission

since the fall of 1959. This means he
spends much of his
time investigating and
negotiating for possible sites for access

and other purposes.

He works closely not
only with individual
landowners but with
appropriate c ounty
and state agencies.

He attended high
school in Moro, Ore-

gon and graduated from the fish and

game department at Oregon State University. Summer vacations were spent
working on a wheat ranch.
Jim is active in the military reserve
and has also just completed a land appraisal course offered by the American
Institute of Appraisal.

small tract at Pelican Cut, Upper Klamath Lake; Roberts tract at Drews

Garrison Lake and $4,000 for Bradley

Reservoir (contingent upon maintenance
agreement from Lake County).

Lake.
LANDS. Exercise of following options

Accepted quitclaim deed from The
Dalles Rod and Gun Club to property

ized $5,500 for development of access at

authorized: Knight tract near Wenaha
management area; 22-acre O'Connor tract

at Summer Lake Management Area;

along Deschutes River; and an easement
from Woodrow Looney for access site
near Adrian on Snake River.
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