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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Purpose:

In writing this thesis an attempt has been made to illustrate
the need for education in fire prevention and the media through which

the public can be made "fire conscious".
Common sense recognizes that the best method of putting a fire
out is to prevent its being started.

Man has no control over the forces

of nature that are responsible for fire.

However, man himself is the

cause of ninety per cent of all forest fires.

Over our fellow beings we

have some measure of control and should act to use it as effectively as
we possibly can.

The following chart shows the various causes of forest

fires in the United States as reported in Trees for Tomorrow (l) for an
indefinite period:
Causative Agent

Per cent of Total

Careless smokers
Incendiaries
Careless debris burning

25.5$
2I4..8
13»6

Lightning

9.1

Campfires
Miscellaneous

6,6
20.1;
100.0#

The number of man-caused fires can be reduced by law enforce

ment and by creating a public attitude inimical to fire.

The two must

go hand-in-hand, for among us there will always be those who have no

regard for the decencies of society.

For them we have law enforcement;

for those of flexible minds we have education.

In emphasizing the need for fire prevention work, Davis (2) says;

"To meet our responsibility in the fire preven
tion job, the efforts of public and private forestry
groups must be coordinated in an intense educational
effort on national as well as local levels.

A co

ordinated and continuing program of this kind,
utilizing all practical media of public appeal, offers
the most logical means of developing a public
responsibility in the prevention as well as the control
of forest fires".

Organizations carrying on educational work are several in number.

Among them are "Keep America Green", and the nineteen state "Keep Green"
programs, American Forest Products Industries, Inc., and numerous private
organizations who have a direct interest in forests.
Procedure:

In gathering information, twenty-five different state and private

agencies were circularized, requesting knowledge on their various tech

niques of fire prevention through education.

Many programs are duplications,

the organizations securing their propaganda from a national agency.

Some,

however, have unique programs.

The objective of the various means of education and information

is "to create a sense of respect in the minds of the people for their
trees and forests.

Intelligent people don't tear down or destroy that

which they respect". (3) When seeking fire prevention aids, an analysis
of how a forest fire will affect each group should first be made.

One

group may be dependent on the forest for its livelihood; another for
recreation, and others may benefit indirectly.
proper prevention aids can be selected.

With these facts in mind,

CHAPTER II

MEDIA THROUGH T/HICH THE PUBLIC CAN BE MADE FIRE CONSCIOUS

Channels through which the public can be made fire conscious are
many in number and vary in effectiveness.

A list of media and a discus

sion of each follows»
Schools:

Perhaps here is our greatest field in educational prevention,

for young minds can be molded to conform with progressive practices.

If

presented extensively and intensively, forest education will present last
ing results.

The curriculum of elementary schools should include various

subjects embracing the field of conservation and ethics of a good citizen
when in the woods.

As pointed out in an article in the publication Extending Educa

tion, our secondary schools, by adding subjects that would give "forestry

experience, including when desirable, school and community forests" (h)>
will instill a deeper appreciation upon the student of the services to
society rendered by forests.

If a comprehensive school forestry program is to be developed,
sufficient text-books, booklets, movies and slides are needed to make

such a program effective.
different age groups.

All these aids should be adjusted to the

For the younger set, animated publications and

movies must be produced, becoming progressively more technical as the
age groups they are designed for advance.

pioneering this field.

Already several agencies are

The American Forest Products Industries furnishes

booklets related to forestry.

Such of their publications as "Timber and

Game - Twin Crops", "Burning Your Dollars", "Trees for Tomorrow", and

'Paul Bunyan's Quiz" are quite effective for stimulating interest in for
estry.

Many of our state forestry departments have published tree

identification booklets that are suitable for class room work.

In this

regard the Louisiana Forestry Commission has published a bulletin entitled

"Louisiana Trees And Shrubs" which includes photographs and descriptive
material of each specimen.

It is very well prepared, and one of the best.

The Keep Oregon Green Association will make available to

schools, upon request, booklets, movies, slides and other instructive
material.

These are all steps in the right direction; however, in each

state there should be a centralizing of effort into one organization.

This agency, upon securing adequate funds, would be responsible for ob
taining, producing, and disseminating books, booklets, movies and slides

to the educational institutions.

Proper material, suitable to each region,

for various age groups would be selected.

Through such a program we will

come nearer to our objective than we have in the past by employing hap
hazard methods.

Newspapers:
Another media of major importance for releasing information and
education are the newspapers.

Through news items, editorials, features

and advertising "they provide the best opportunity for reaching the

greatest number of people". (5) Nearly every class and age group is
represented by newspaper readers.

Not everyone reads all of the paper,

but they habitually cover some portion of it whether it is the editorial

page or the comic strip.

Here, then, is a most fertile field.

Orell says in this regard:

"In the past the chief use of the newspapers has
been merely a reporting of the horrors of a big fire,

Bernard

the terrific damage that it causes, and the loss of life
that is so often involved.

The small fires have been

ignored. While this reporting of large fires is
valuable, it is only a small part of what can be done.
Articles, pictures, news items on every phase of the
fire problem should be used by the planner to present
the situation to the public. Because fire is news
and because the prevention of it is synonomous with
the well being of the community and the state, the
editors, if properly approached, can be enlisted as

cooperators in the crusade against fire", (6)
Cooperating with newspaper staffs by making all information
available readily accessible to them is essential.

present, and future happenings is their livelihood.

says:

Information of past,

As George Griffith

"A good live story today, one that might even make the press wires,

may be as dead as a mackeral next week.

Make it a rule to get the news

to the paper while it is hot". (7)
There is a wealth of news in every forest community.

All that

is required is an efficient group to ferret it out and present it through
the proper channels.
The American Forest Products Industries and the United States

Forest Service make available without charge advertising mats which can

be placed in a paper by forest industries or by the paper itself.

Figure 1.

w:;::M:nw,w:, mi.'m.tzl

These are sample illustrations of the type of ready-prepared fire
prevention advertising available from AMERICAN FOREST PROD

UCTS INDUSTRIES, INC. These, and many similar advertisements,
are free to "Green" committees in mat form. They may be placed in
the paper by the committee itself or sponsored by local forest industries.

Radio;

Radio can be a very useful tool of fire prevention.
everywhere —

It reaches

the motorists, week-end campers, fishermen, hunters, summer

home residents and even the lonely prospectors who are fortunate enough
to have a radio.

Science has given us the means, now it is up to us to

use it to the best advantage.

Effective use can be attained through news releases, and on-the-

spot fire reporting both from the air and on the ground.

Such coverage

should report not only the action taking place but how the conflagration

started and how it could have been prevented.

It should also "play-up"

the cost to the taxpayers in extinguishing the fire and the damage done.
If each individual is made to realize that it took a

share of his hard-

earned salary to put out a fire resulting from his or someone else's
carelessness, he will be more inclined toward fire prevention.

The Cooperative Forest Fire Campaign conducted by State and

Federal Forest Services provides radio scripts ranging from i^ minute
dramatizations to 30 second spot announcements.

As set forth in Fighting

Fire with Publicity (8):
"Spot announcements are generally considered most
effective for this type of publicity. They are concise
50-150 word statements bringing out one point clearly.
They are inserted between programs and do not consume
much radio time. Their value lies in the fact that they
can be repeated frequently during the fire season. Warn
ings of fire danger weather, suggestions for preventing
fires and advice on good forest manners make up the bulk

of the subject matter".
New York City's Board of Education fosters a fifteen minute

radio program in which "Ranger Bill" tells the school children about our
forests and how they can protect them.

Before the presentation of each

program, supplemental material is issued to teachers to be used in con

junction with the radio.

A popularity poll among school children gave

"Ranger Bill a very high rating". (9)
Of perhaps considerable value would be securing the cooperation
of tobacco firms in emphasizing on their programs the proper disposal of
cigarettes, cigars, and pipe ashes.
Visual Aides:

Movies and slides are of enormous value when properly prepared

and presented.

The Army theory was that something like eighty-seven

per cent of the knowledge necessary for their training could be learned

by sight and hearing of sound pictures. (10)

There is a large field of

subjects connected with forests that might be utilized by commercial

movie interests.

Such a production as "The March of Time" might be in

duced to do an issue concerning "Trees And Men".

If taken in color and

backed by the several forestry agencies and sufficient lumber and logging
interests, it would be interesting and educational to the general public
The following is a possible outline for such a picture:
I.

II.

Ill,

History of Forests in U. S.

A,

As they existed before settlement.

B,

How the forests were exploited.

Present extent and condition of our forests.
A,

Commercial and non-commercial forest land.

B.

Ownership.

Services rendered to society by the forests.
A.

IV.

Forest Products.

(1)

Logging.

(2)

Processing.

(3)

Uses of (special emphasis on housing
shortage)

B.

Watersheds.

C.

Recreation.

Fire Protection.

A.

Prevention.

(l)

Good forest ethics.

B.

Fire suppression.

C.

Damage done.

(1)

Timber losses.

(2) Watershed losses.

(3)

Recreation losses.

(i+) Payroll losses.

There might be too much material to cover thoroughly in the time

allowed for one picture.

In that event a series of short subjects could

be produced.

One or several pictures is not enough.

There must be an interest

ing series of productions to keep the movie-goer perpetually reminded of

his stake in our forests.

Timing of release is important.

The greatest

effect would be obtained by releasing movies just before and during fire
season.

Commercial movies are not the only outlet.

Schools, church

groups, service clubs, youth organizations and agricultural organizations

would be eager to show professionally directed and professionally cast
films.

Many entertainment committees would be glad to solve their problem

this way.

Movie production is costly and to offset this disadvantage the
states in each of the several regions should band together and form a

regional department of visual aids.

It would be the duty of that

organization to produce and make available to the public motion pictures
and slides covering subjects pertaining to forestry.

However, production

of non-forestry subjects might be added; thus performing an additional
service.
Addresses:

Addresses offer an important medium for championing the use
of fire prevention, especially when used in connection with slides.

Care should be exercised to insure a forest topic adapted to the audience.

Furthermore, in conformity with proper techniques of speech, the speaker
must arrange his material correctly and present it concisely and inter
estingly,

A program may be carried out by interested people in the
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community and by local forest employees.
Demonstrations:

Our people need to be educated not only as to the undesirability

of uncontrolled fire in the forest, but also how to properly use fire as
a tool.

Where burning is not practical because of the likelihood of its

spreading beyond control, a substitute for fire can be supplied.

Demonstra

tion plots of burned and unbumed areas illustrating the disadvantages of

"touching off the woods" might be established in localities where such a
practice is carried on.

Farm wood lots put on a managed basis will often

show benefits obtainable to those who practice forestry.

Examples of properly built campfires, construction of fire line
and other methods of suppression will prove valuable demonstration
material.
Posters:

Large numbers of people may be influenced with posters.

There

is little work entailed other than printing and posting in strategic
locations.

A well designed poster presents a brief message with a punch.

To be effective a poster should state how to prevent fires or why they
should be prevented.

In past years many posters have been issued that

conveyed no message other than "prevent forest fires", and left the
reader to imagine how he could accomplish this and why it would be to

his advantage to do so.

Attractiveness is an essential.

Every effort

must be made to attract attention to the message and help convey it.

Samples of effective posters meeting these standards are shown on page
20.
Leaflets:

A novel innovation regarding leaflets has been instituted by
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Willamette Valley Tree Farms.

An excerpt from a letter written by

Bronson, Forester for that organization, explains their use:

"In addition to fire prevention and educational
material available through Keep Oregon Green and
Forest Service sources, we have developed some
material of our own for fire prevention education.
I am enclosing samples of the 'Check Memo' and 'Notice
to Truck Drivers* forms which we make available to

our member companies.

During fire season, our member

companies attach one of our 'Check Memos' to each

employee's monthly pay check. We prepare a new one
for use each month and try to make them interesting
to the average logger as well as educational. Most
of our efforts are directed toward fire prevention,
but we also include information regarding slash dis
posal and other phases of forestry. The 'Notice to

Truck Drivers' is directed to the particular group
whom we believe to be the most frequent violators of
Oregon forest fire laws. One of these stickers is
posted on the windshield of each log truck where it is
a constant reminder to the driver".

Samples of these "Check Memos" and "Notice to Truck Drivers"
are included in the appendix.
Miscellaneous:

Additional fire prevention propaganda is disseminated through
bookmarks, lapel buttons, blotters, rulers, stamps, calendars, etc.

All

these serve in some measure to keep before the public the idea of fire
prevention.

However, it is my opinion that they are the least effective

of all our prevention aids and the money used for their production might
better be directed into the other media.
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CHAPTER III

SUMMARY

Fire prevention through education cannot be obtained effective

ly through merely one medium.

Fire prevention is the constant applying

of all of the several media through which the public can be made fire
conscious.

Whenever our effort is slackened, the forgetful human will

revert to carelessness.

Carrying out a program of sufficient magnitude to reach and

convert all forest users to the need of fire prevention will require an

intelligent approach to the "cure" for each causative agent, and then
the proper application of suitable media to the problem.
Several states are developing well rounded information and

educational programs.

Notable among these are the Southern States which

are embarking on an intensive plan.

Fire records of Davis (13) show that there is less area burned
but that the same number of fires occur:

"When we consider that approximately $250,000
covers the total expenditure of state, federal, and
private agencies for fire prevention out of a
combined fire protection expenditure of practically
twenty million dollars, we get a comparison of

effort between prevention and control".
Obviously, if we expect to reaoh our goal, additional funds

must be secured before we embark upon our mission.
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D. D. Johnson Lumber Corporation
Weyerhaeuser Timber Company
The Booth-Kelly Lumber Company

Row River Lumber Company
Roaring River Logging Company
The Long-Bell Lumber Company

Cooperative Forest Management
WILLAMETTE VALLEY TREE FARMS

362+ East Broadway
Eugene, Oregon

January 20, 192+7
Mr. ScoHay C. Parker
227 North 17th Street

Corvallis, Oregon
Dear Mr. Parker:

I have your request for information on techniques of fire prevention
as employed by Willamette Valley Tree Farms.

Our fire protection activities emphasize fire prevention and adequate
preparation for immediate control of fires that do start.

Under the latter

we help plan and supervise improvement of protection facilities, equipment
and organization for our member companies.

Our fire prevention activities range from preparation and distribu
tion of preventive reminders and educational material to an inspection
service intended to reduce fire risks and maintain an alert and well pre
pared company fire control organization.
In addition to fire prevention and educational material available

through Keep Oregon Green and Forest Service sources, we have developed
some material of our own for fire prevention education. I am enclosing
samples of the "Check Memo" and "Notice to Truck Drivers" forms which we
make available to our member companies. During fire season, our member

companies attach one of our "Check Memos" to each employee's monthly pay
check.

We prepare a new one for use each month and try to make them

interesting to the average logger as well as educational. Most of our
efforts are directed toward fire prevention, but we also include informa

tion regarding slash disposal and other phases of forestry. The "Notice
to Truck Drivers" is directed to the particular group whom we believe to
be the most frequent violators of Oregon forest fire laws. One of these
stickers is posted on the windshield of each log truck where it is a
constant reminder to the driver.

We also make use of protection facility posters (Water, No Smoking
While Traveling, Fire Tools, Weather Station, etc.), Tree Farm signs,
Daily Forest Fire Danger charts, and Forest Fire Organization charts as
fire prevention aids. We would be glad to show you these and discuss addi
tional details if you care to call at our office.
Sincerely yours,
WILLAMETTE VALLEY TREE FARMS

encl.

VDB:p

(Sgd.) Verne D. Bronson, Forester
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

Department of
Conservation And Development
R. Bruce Etheridge, Director

Raleigh

March 11, 192+7
Division of Forestry And Parks
W. K. Beichler, State Forester
J. S. Holmes, Assoc. State Forester
Forest Fire Control

J. R. Spratt, Assist. Forester
Forest Management
F. H. Claridge, Assist. Forester
State Parks

T. W. Morse, Superintendent
PR

General

Mir. Scollay C. Parker
227 North 17th
Corvallis, Oregon
Dear Mr. Parker:

We have your letter of January 17 and the delay in replying to it is
regretted, but let me assure you that it was due to pressure of other
work. However, I shall attempt to give you an outline of our Fire
Prevention Program in North Carolina.

To begin with let me state that we have at present nine organized
districts in North Carolina, with a District Forester in charge of
each district office.

We try to make these district offices the main

point in carrying out fire prevention or public relations programs.
These programs are generally set up under the following heads: news
paper, radio, schools, civic organizations, commercial theatres and
personal contacts.
I might explain further that we have recently added an Information and
Education specialist to the State Forester's staff. This will not mean,
however, that the public relations work will be centralized in the

State Forester's office since it is planned for the district men to
carry on the work in their districts. This is based upon the fact that
the value of newspaper articles depend to a large extent on the matters
of local interest, and built around local personnel,
lie have been using radio platters with some local radio programs,
planned and executed by district office personnel. In the public
schools we, of course, have been distributing posters, booklets,
pamphlets, schoolbook covers, stickers for schoolbook covers sponsored
by the Junior Red Cross, and various other materials suitable for use
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Mr. ScoHay C. Parker, p. 2
in schools.

3/llA7

We also use a fairly large number of movie films, almost

exclusively in public schools. Personal contacts in the schools, by
the County Warden, is stressed in connection with the above work.

Past experience has shown that civic organizations are anxious to obtain
some type of forestry program for their meetings, and vre have learned
that such organizations are backing our program.

We receive currently, from the United States Forest Service and other
sources, 35 mm. trailer films dealing with forestry and fire prevention.
We find these to be very well received by the general public, and believe
that the expense of them worthwhile.

The matter of personal contact is, of course, the most desirable means
of forest fire prevention, and we are stressing this point at all times
throughout our organization. Without this personal contact, along with
the other activities, there is little evidence of a forest protective
agency being active.

We are enclosing herewith a sample of the book covers currently being
distributed in North Carolina.

Very truly yours,
J. R. Spratt, Asst. Forester

(Fire Control)

By (Sgd.) W. J. Clark
Attachments
WJC:g

Acting
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SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE COMMISSION OF FORESTRY

COLUMBIA

February 26, 192+7
Chas. H. Flory
State Forester
PR
CFPC

Cooperation-Other States or Agencies

Mr. Scollay C. Parker
227 North 17th Street
Corvallis, Oregon
Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your recent letter requesting information concern
ing techniques of fire prevention employed in South Carolina.
I am glad to forward copies of some of the materials used in connection
with our fire prevention program in South Carolina.
While you will realize, of course, that it is impossible to measure the
value of all of these materials, we have, without doubt, been able to
organize the people of South Carolina in connection with fire prevention
through the use of these materials. We feel, too, that we must further

intensify our fire prevention program, as well as our fire suppression
program, before we will be able to bring about adequate protection of
forest resources of this state.

For your further information I am forwarding to you a copy of the last
annual report of the South Carolina State Commission of Forestry in
which you will find, described under the Public Relations section, the
various educational tools used by the Commission of Forestry.
Very truly yours,

(Sgd.) J. R. Tiller
Assistant State Forester

JRT:p
encl.

Public Relations
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SLASH BURNING AND TREE FARMING - What is Their Connection?

fo ^°reSt S^if® alWC^S feared, because of their threat to life, property and all forms of

slash boning.

"'

^ ** ° ***? ^ pr°teCti°n *ool when used property £

The purpose of slash burning, is to eliminate fuels which might otherwise burn during
(and reduce the chances of a new timber crop starting), if seed trees and other timber are

dangerous summer fire weather. Improper slash burning may create another fireS

damaged so that they will become snags. '

Tomorrow's crop of timber can't be assured if care isn't taken to preserve seed trees or

if reforesting lands and second growth stands are burned in the slash fires.

v, YSUT ,co™pany. baf a slash disposal- plan with instructions to burn so as to obtain best
hazard reduction with least damage to the future forest crop. The man in charge of slash

burning
adapted
t0 COnditions
at the time of
1 ?lu"ittZpoSA^r^^V^fM^
IMPORTANT for EVERY MAN in the °Screw
to FOLLOW
THE INSTRUCTIONS

so that the slash burning will be carried out properly.
FIRE IN THE WOODS

D

A

BATTLE

CRY!

A fire—like an enemy army—cannot be conquered MOST EFFECTIVELY unless the crew
is organized and working together. Be ready to do your job well in case of fire EVERY man

should know in advance the Company fire crew organization plan and what HIS job will
be in the over-all organization.
•

If you have not already done x>„ become familiar -with your company's 1946 Forest
Fire Organization Chart. Ask the Fire Warden if you have any questions about your fire
fighting job.
•

Late summer fires can become major disasters if dry weather and east winds prevail.
Such large fires as the Bandon Fire in 1936" have begun in September and October.
Fire is YOUR enemy—be ready to fight it!
W.V.T.F. 3

NOTICE TO ALL TRUCK

DRIVERS

OREGON FOREST LAW PROHIBITS:

1.

Smoking while traveling in a closed forest area.

2. Throwing lighted material on any forest land, private road, public highway or rail
road right-of-way.
OREGON FOREST LAW REQUIRES:

1. All trucks transporting forest products over forest roads shall be equipped with not
less than one shove', one axe, and a fire extinguisher kept in constant repair and
readiness for instant use.
DRIVERS-

Check your fire tools each day.

If you do not have the required equipment—get it before

you leave the shop.

Samples of "Check Memos"
And Notice to Truck Drivers,

Distributed by Willamette Valley Tree Farms.
For Further Details See Page 11.
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Protect his America!
I m

O/f/y you ca/f
PREVENT

WOODS

FIRES

U. S. Dept. Agriculture

State

Forest Service

Forest Service

Front of Bookmark

nTTTTTT TTTTTTT ttttttt

1

TTJT

TTTTTTT

TTTTTTT TTTTTTT TTTTTTT

w
3

2

4

TTTTTn

5

6

SAFE RULES TO USE

ONE— Hold your match till it's cold—then pinch it to make sure.
TWO— Crush out all your smokes—dead out.

Then, when there's an ash tray, use it!

THREE—Drown your camphre and warming fire, then stir and drown again.

FOUR— If you must use fire:

Ask if the law requires a permit; burn only on still

evenings; have help handy; kill every spark.

«

PREVENT WOODS FIRES

»

«

PROTECT HIS AMERICA

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

Back of Bookmark

16—46877"!

TTJT

»
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Samples of Effective Posters.
See Page 10.
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Sample News Releases And A i^g-Minute Radio Dramatization

Released by the 191(6 Campaign to Prevent Forest, Woods
And Range Fires, Conducted by State and Federal Forest

Services, Advertising Council, Inc., Cooperating.

Prevent Forest Fires & Save Homes for Servicemen
Servicemen are in desperate need of homes, yet this year's crop of forest and
woods fires may again destroy enough timber to build 215,000 two-bedroom houses,

(Name of State Forester or local official) 8aid tcyda*'

That is "h? "PROTECT his

AMERICA".is the slogan cf the nation-wide Forest Fire Prevention program scheduled
to start here on

he continued.

This threat to the welfare of Servicemen is no idle one, according to this
official.

The United States averaged more than 210,000 forest and woods fires in

peacetime years - "more than 575 every day," he said.

These fires burned over as

many acres as there are in the whole of New York State.

They denuded vital water

sheds, caused floods, killed and crippled livestock and game.

And they killed

billions of little trees that should make more homes - and more jobs - for tomorrow,
he added.

But there is a pay-off, according to officials who say this year's program is
spear-headed by State Foresters and Directors of Conservation in cooperation with the
Forest Service of the U. S. Department of Agriculture.

Nine out of every 10 forest, woods and range fires in the United States CAN be

prevented, these officials say, because they are started by people who deliberately
set them for spite or some fancied personal gain, or by people who are careless with
matches, cigarettes, and camp fires.

"Our record is better than this national one," (name q{ 1oc&1 offieial)
pointed out, but there is a real need, and a real opportunity for every one of us to
help save forests for our Servicemen - and homes and jobs for them - BY REMEMBERING

TO (1) Hold your match 'till it's cold - then pinch it to make sure; (2) Crush out
your cigarette, cigar, pipe ashes - then, when there's an ash tray, use it; (3) Drown

your campfire and warming fire - then stir and drown again; (U) If you must use fire;

Ask about a permit, burn only on still evenings, have help handy, kill every spark1
U.S.Forest Service

HOUSING SHORTAGE AGGRAVATED BY FOREST FIRES
The shortage of forest products is one of the most critical of our peacetime

problems, and man-made forest and woods fires are a real factor in that shortage,

according to (state Foregter or local official) who today anno^C9^ the opening here
of the nation-wide FOREST FIRE PREVENTION program for 1946.

The housing situation highlights this shortage, he said, but in addition to

lumber there is urgent and widespread need for wood for such things as newsprint,
timber and ties; fence posts, barrel staves and furniture; telephone, telegraph and
electric light poles; chemically processed foods, alcohols and plastics.

The (State Forester or local forestry official) pointli out ^

the United

States averaged more than 210,000 forest and woods fires in peactime years, and that

besides destroying enough big trees to make 215,000 two-bedroom houses - or 5,700,000
tons of newsprint - these fires killed billions of little trees that would otherwise
have made more homes and jobs for tomorrow.

"It will be the same old story again this year unless each one of us wakes up
to the big cause of forest fires, and does something about it," he said, "because
official statistics show that 9 out of every 10 forest

and woods fires are man-

caused:- started in some localities by people who deliberately set them for spite or
personal gain, in others by people who carelessly throw away lighted matches or cigar
ettes or leave campfires -or grass or fern or debris fires- before they are dead out.
To save forests and Jobs for Servicemen - and their favorite hunting and fish

ing and camping areas - everybody must be more careful with fire when clearing land

or burning trash this year, and with matches, cigarettes, and picnic fires, according
to forestry officials.

And the best way to be careful, they say, is to remember

these rules -

(1) Hold your match till it«s cold - then pinch it to make sure.

(2) Crush out your cigarette, your cigar, your pipe ashes.

Then, when there's

an ash tray, use it!

(3) Drown your campfire and warming fire, then stir and drown again.
(4) If you must use fire: Ask if the law requires a permit; burn only on still
evenings; have help handy; kill every spark.

TO.S.Forest Service

AMERICAN RED CROSS TO HELP PREVEHT FOREST FIRES
The American Red Cross will take an active part in this year's nation-wide

program to prevent man-made forest, woods and range fires, according to word received

here today by (locai M Cro68 official) from DeWitt Snith' ViC* °ha±™n ta ^^ °f
Domestic Services, American Red Cross, Washington, D.C.

Illustrating the extent and character of this participation, officials said

that this year's overall planning is by the Disaster Relief Service of each of the 5
Area Headquarters; that Red Cross Chapters - "there is at least one in every U. S.
county" - will display the special poster FOREST FIRZS CAUSE FLOODS - HELP PREVENT

DISASTER; and that Junior Red Cross - "with more than 18 million members" - will
help in 135,000 schools with posters and book cover stickers featuring SMOKEY THE
BEAR teaching an appealing little cub how to be careful with fire.
The United States averaged more than 575 forest, woods and range fires every

day during peacetime years, according to Mr. (local Red Cross or forestry official) *
Each year they burned over as many acres as there are in New Y0rk State, destroyed
enough timber to make 5,700,000 tons of newsprint; denuded vital watersheds and caused
floods that were followed by widespread human misery and want, he added.

"The tragedy of it is," this official pointed out, "that 9 out of 10 forest,

woods and range fires were man-made even during the war - by people who were careless

with matches, cigarettes, and land-clearing fires or by other people who set fires for

spite or for personal gain.

And man-made fires may increase with the lifting of war

time restrictions on such things as gasoline, and ammunition for hunters."
America's forests and ranges - and homes and jobs and hunting and fishing

grounds for her Servicemen - are therefore in the hands of every person who lives in
or near forest, woods, or range areas, or who drives through them, he emphasized.
"Fortunately," he said,

"there are four simple rules that, remembered and

followed, will prevent most man-made outdoor fires."
1.
2.

They are -

Hold your match till it's cold - then pinch it to make sure.
Crush out your cigarette, your cigar, your pipe ashes.
Then, when there's
an ash tray, use it!

3.

Drown your campfire and warming fire, then stir it and drown it again.

4.

If you must use fire: Ask if the law requires a permit; burn only on still
evenings; have help handy\ kill every spark.
(U.S.Forest Service

FILLERS^ To Help Prevent MAN-MADE FOREST FIRES
( Unless otherwise noted these statements may be attributed to "forestry officials"

or, if desired, to the Forest Service, United States Department of Agriculture. )
-

ooooo

-

Support in newspapers by businesses and industries was a major factor in help
ing to cut almost in half, in 1944, the pre-war area burned annually by forest, woods
and range fires, and the damage they did.
-

ooooo

-

^Jut7 9 out of 10 forest, woods and range fires are still man-made, according
to national statistics.

And though 2 out of 7 are set maliciously - generally for

spite or some fancied personal gain, 7 out of 10 are still due to carelessness largely with matches, cigarettes, and camp and picnic and debris-burning fires.
-

ooooo

-

The United States averaged 575 forest and woods and range fires every day
during pre-war years.
-

ooooo

-

Would you jeopardize homes and jobs for our Servicemen?
If not, help prevent
fires that in pre-war years destroyed enough timber to make 215,000 two-bedroom
houses, and burned over 31 million acres of those forest, woods and range lands that

have been providing year-long jobs for more than 3^ million people.
-

ooooo

-

Hunters and fishermen!
With more gasoline, more ammunition, more time,
there's need for MORE care with fire this year.
So always use the ash tray while
motoring.
When you're afield or in the woods always pinch your match to be sure

it's out, bury your cigarettes and pipe ashes in clean mineral soil, drown your camp
fires, and kill every spark.
-

ooooo

-

Close to 3/4 of all the commercially valuable forest land in the United States

is in private ownership, and farmers own 1/3 of it.

YOU can help protect farm wood

lands by being careful with matches, cigarettes,*and warming fires.
-

ooooo -

Farmers did a fine job getting out wood for war.

But with better management

AND FEWER FIRES, farm woodlands can produce 100%" more of forest products and make
one million additional job3 available.
So do your part - be more careful than ever
with matches, cigarettes, and camp fires and picnic fires in all woodland and forest
areas.

-

ooooo

-

You can help yourself when you prevent forest fires, because wood enters into

your life most every day.

For example: Newsprint require? close to 3.6 million cords

of pulpwood yearly.
Railroads call for 50 million wooden ties.
Utilities use 5 to
6 million wooden poles.
We use close to one billion wooden barrel staves and 70
million cords of wood yearly.
And wood is preferred for fence posts, for handles
on many tools and utensils, for furniture, and for homes.
( - More on the other side - )

"Care will prevent 9 out of 10 woods fires, so do your part" is what SMOKEY
THE BEAR says to his little cub on millions of attractive stickers for pasting on
covers of school books.
-

ooooo

-

Servicemen are in desperate need of homes, yet unless each one of us is extra
careful with matches and cigarettes this year's crop of forest, woods, and range fires

may again destroy enough timber to build 215,000 five-room houses.
-

ooooo

-

"Protect his America" - the America for which our Servicemen fought - is the

slogan for the nation-wide FOREST FIRE PREVENTION program now /or soon to be/ in full
swing here.
-

ooooo

-

"Many forest fires are forerunners of disaster because they denude vital water
sheds and cause floods that are followed by property losses and human misery.
-

ooooo

-

Too many smokers and picnickers are thoughtless killers because they care
lessly start forest end woods and range fires that destroy thousands of wild animals
every year.
-

ooooo

-

Enough timber to make 5,700,000 tons of newsprint was destroyed annually by
forest and woods fires during pre-war years.
preventable because they were man caused.
-

ooooo

Yet 9 out of 10 of these fires were

-

America's welfare depends in large part on the maintenance of her natural
resources, of which timber - or wood - is the second most important. Help prevent
forest fires.
-

ooooo

Here are the FIRE PREVENTION RULES adopted at meetings of State Foresters and
Directors of Conservation- 1. Hold your match till it's cold - then pinch it to make
sure.
2. Crush out your cigarette, your cigar, your pipe ashes.
Then, when
there's an ash tray, use it!
3. Drown your campfire and warming fire, then stir
and drown again.
4. If you must use fire- Ask if the law requires a permit; burn
only on still evenings; have help handy; kill every spark.

U. S. Forest Service

