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The Cover

What happens between the fur trapper
and the finished product? In the foreground
Lester Lansing of Hamilton Furs stretches
and fits sections of mink to form parts of
a coat while Charles Lynden sews the
various parts together.
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HUNTER SAFETY
TRAINING PROGRAM

Instructors Approved

Month of September____________ 71

Total to Date . 3,760
Students Trained

Month of September..._______ 6,231

Total to Date 146,556

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1969

Fatal 0
Nonfatal 13
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Willamette Falls Industrial Complex
Asked to Provide Downstream
Salmon-Steelhead Protection

The Oregon Game Commission and
Fish Commission have formally request-
ed the principal water users at the Wil-
lamette Falls near Oregon City and West
Linn to abandon or modify certain exist-
ing hydro turbines. Those asked to take
steps to minimize the serious losses of
juvenile salmon and steelhead at the in-
dustrial complex were Publishers Paper
Company, Portland General Electric
Company, and Crown Zellerbach Corpo-
ration.

The request culminated more than
ten years of investigations by the Game
Commission. These included extensive
studies and documentation of the magni-
tude of downstream mortalities, time pe-
riods of downstream migrations, the
study of all known methods and devices
to rectify the problem, and engineering
feasibility studies.

The greatest single fisheries problem
existing at the complex is the serious loss
of juvenile salmon and steelhead. With
the new fishways now in the final stages
of completion, plus the great strides
made in pollution abatement in the Wil-

lamette system, upstream adult migrants
should have no problem in reaching the
upper river in the future. However, the
downstream problem involving juvenile
salmonids must be solved before the full
salmon and steelhead potential of the
Willamette River system can be realized.

The two agencies along with the fed-
eral fisheries people have already em-
barked on programs to build the anadro-
mous fish runs. The agencies envision
large increases in the runs of fall and
spring chinook, coho salmon, and winter
steelhead. The potential for summer
steelhead is also great, with small runs
already started in the Santiam, McKen-
zie, and upper Willamette. These goals
cannot be achieved until protection is
provided the juvenile migrants.

All three companies were commend-
ed for their cooperation and direct in-
volvement in the long, intensive, and dif-
ficult investigations, as well as making

upstream fish passage possible, and for —

their efforts in water pollution abate-
ment.

A giant net is lowered into place below the outlet of a turbine to catch downstream migrant steelhead
and salmon. This operation was part of a study carried out by Game Commission biologists to de-
termine mortality on these young fish.
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In these days of shrinking wilderness
frontiers it might seem strange to sug-
gest that a once valuable and seriously
depleted resource could ever become a
detriment because of renewed abun-
dance. Yet some of the elements involved
in management and use of Oregon’s fur-
bearing animals have brought some real-
ity to that suggestion.

There are several factors in manage-
ment of furbearers which are quite dif-
ferent from management of other wild-
life species. Fur animals are taken pri-
marily for the commercial value of their
skins but trapping does provide a great
deal of outdoor recreation. Relatively few
fur animals are taken by hunting or for
food. As pelt prices of the various species
fluctuate the value of each animal to the
trapper also changes. Thus a species that
is considered a prime furbearer this win-
ter may be condemned as a serious pest
or predator next year. In management,
therefore, two main variables must be
considered: the population status and
demand for each species.

Today the fur resource which was so
important in early day history has been
relegated to a rather insignificant role
in the state’s economy. Where it was once
a leading industry it now provides only
part-time employment to a few individ-
uals and returns less than a quarter of a
million dollars in revenue. The present
day trapper, in general, runs a trapline
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by Chester E. Kebbe
Chief Biologist - Small Game

as a sideline to other employment while
in pioneering days trapping was often his
only source of income. The animals he
traps as a hobby today—beaver, otter,
mink, muskrat, and raccoon — are the
same furbearers sought by the profession-
al trapper a century and a half ago.

During pioneer days the quest for
beaver pelts to satisfy a strong European
demand led to exploration and settle-
ment of much of the west. Every stream
was densely populated with beaver but
with intensive and unrestricted trapping
this vast resource, which was thought to
be inexhaustible, was brought to the
brink of extinction. Only prompt legisla-
tive action late in the 19th century pre-
served the animal as part of our natural
heritage.

Changing trends in the world of fash-
ions strongly influence the cropping of
fur animals. In the past 30 years mink
pelts have been the principal fur used by
fashion designers, and as a result they
have been in great demand. Throughout
this period prices have remained high for
ranch mink and top quality wild mink
while many other plentiful but less desir-
able furs have been neglected.

It hardly resembles a beaver, but that's what it
was. This soft and luxurious natural beaver coat
would be the pride and joy of any woman.

Currently, several species of long-
haired furs have gained popularity as
trim for women’s coats. Foremost in
demand is the bobcat which last winter
brought the trapper an average of $17
per pelt, with top quality skins selling
for as much as $40. This animal, classi-
fied as a predator with a bounty on its
head seven years ago and worth only 50¢
per skin, has suddenly become a valuable
fur animal.

(Continued on Page 5)
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Over 260 river otter pelts were taken last year for a total value of
over $6,600. Otter fur ranks tops in value per pelt in Oregon.

Fashions & Furs

An excellent example of the effects
fashions and fur prices play on manage-
ment can be shown with the raccoon.
During the 1930s the animal was so heav-
ily hunted and trapped that a closed sea-
son became necessary to protect it from
extinction. Shortly thereafter coonskin
coats and caps were no longer in vogue
and the pelts became practically worth-
less. As a result, trapping for raccoons
ceased and the population increased. In-
stead of a program calling for protection
and management it became necessary to
initiate control measures to curb preda-
tion on farm crops, poultry, and game
birds.

Immediately following World War II
muskrats were still in good demand and
brought an average return of $2.06 per
pelt to the trapper. Muskrat fur, how-
ever, was fast losing its popularity as a
fashionable item and by 1968 had de-
creased in value to 65c. The price decline
also resulted in a sharp drop in trapping
pressure, with less than one-third of the
available crop being harvested.

Beaver prices, too, dropped sharply
during the period, but at $15 per skin last
winter the price still remained suffic-
iently high to stimulate a strong trapping
effort.

The rapid advancements in the man-
ufacturing of synthetic furs have enhanc-
ed their popularity and brought the prod-
ucts in direct competition with many na-
tive furs. These substitutions, too, have
had a strong influence on the fur market
and the cropping of the state’s fur re-
sources.

Although trapping is fast becoming a
lost art, 700 hardy outdoorsmen still
found pleasure and profit last winter in
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harvesting Oregon’s fur crop. They suc-
ceeded in catching 39,175 animals of 17
species whose pelts had a commercial val-
ue of $208,000. In spite of the low price
paid for muskrats more of these animals
were trapped than any other species. The
beaver, however, was much more valu-
able and brought in over half of the trap-
pers’ revenue.

One of the primary objectives in wild-
life management is to provide for an an-
nual harvest of a species without deci-
mating the breeding stock necessary to
sustain the population in future years.
To accomplish this goal it is necessary to
learn as much as possible about the re-
quirements of each species and design

Not classed as a furbearing animal, the coyote ranks eighth in im-
portance to trappers. The 414 trapped and sold last season brought

an average of $6.82 per pelt.

regulations which will provide for an an-
nual cropping of the surplus.

During periods of high fur prices
most fur animals are heavily trapped and
populations held at a low level. The
amount of damage or predation during
such periods is negligible. But with low
prices and light trapping pressure animal
populations increase and may become
pests or predators. Harvesting a valuable
fur resource today may become a job of
controlling a destructive animal tomor-
Tow.

The thin line which separates a nui-
sance animal from an economic asset may
be determined by what today’s fashions
decree.

The finishing touches on fur coats are done by hand. Each coat is carefully inspected and then the
linings are expertly sewn so that the stitching cannot be seen.
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Oregon’s number one furbearing animal, the beaver,
was made the official state animal by the 1969
Legislature. Last season trappers took nearly 10,000
animal$ worth $140,000.
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Still the most abundant, more muskrats are trapped each sea- The bobcat ranks second in value
son than all other furbearers combined. Second only to the bearers.
beaver in revenue, over 21,000 muskrats worth $19,250 were

taken in the 1968-69 season.

per pelt among other fur-
Oregon trappers took nearly 1,000 in the past season
worth $17,000.

Mink often lead the fashion parade but rank only

fourth in value among Oregon’s furbearers. Just over

1,000 mink were trapped last season and brought
$8,660 on the fur market.

Past fads for raccoon coats and caps nearly exterminated this animal
from many areas. Raccoons have again become numerous and the
1,900 pelts taken last season brought a total of $7,400.
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Miles and miles of thread go into each fur coat. Great care must be taken to match the hair patterns
and color of each piece of fur with that of its neighbor in a finished coat.

Wildlife Federation Poll

Ninety-seven per cent of the Ameri-
can public favors reallocating federal
spending to provide more money for im-
provement of the natural environment,
according to a national public opinion
poll conducted for the National Wildlife
Federation.

Although segments of the public dif-
fered on areas where they would reduce
spending to free money for conservation,
the major targets were national defense,
the space program, and international af-
fairs.

When supplied with information on
current federal expenditures, the under-
30 generation particularly favored taking
money from defense and international
affairs budgets. A full 71 per cent of the
college educated favored reducing the de-
fense budget.

The pollsters concluded, “. . . the
American people in 1969 appear to desire
the focus to be on the solving of domestic
problems and the improvement of the
quality of life at home. The high concern
of younger adults and late adolescents
may well indicate an important shift in
the general population’s priorities.”

Earlier this year the National Wild-
life Federation sponsored a national poll
which found more than 85 per cent of
the public concerned about the state of
the environment. So concerned, three out
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of four said they would willingly pay in-
creased taxes earmarked for conserva-
tion, including 63 per cent of those with
family incomes under $5,000 per year.

Ironically, in spite of the obvious
overwhelming public desire for solving
the country’s environmental problems,
the Federation’s recently completed In-
dex of Environmental Quality found the
U.S. is still losing the battle against pollu-
tion and natural resource depletion.

BENDER BOAT LANDING
READY FOR USE

Bender Boat Landing, located on the
North Fork Siuslaw River about four
miles upstream from the mouth, is now
available for use.

Purchased by the Game Commission
in early summer, the one-half acre site
is under development by Lane County
through cooperative agreement with the
Commission. Completed to date is a one-
lane concrete ramp poured over the old
gravel launching area. The county will
also improve the existing parking area
and sanitary facilities.

The main use of Bender Landing is
expected to be by boat fishermen seeking
sea-tun cutthroat trout during July
through October and chinook and coho
salmon during September through De-
cember. The site also offers good bank
angling possibilities for these fish as well
as winter-run steelhead.

ROGUE SUMMER STEELHEAD
TELL LIFE STORY

The Game Commission’s summer
steelhead research program on the Rogue
River which began last year is beginning
to pay off. Preliminary data indicate
much overlapping of the summer races of
steelhead but generally show an early
run of large fish followed later by a large
movement of the popular “half-pound-
ers.”

Through late August research work-
ers tagged more than 1,200 summer steel-
head, 350 at Gold Ray Dam and the re-
mainder on the lower river below Lob-
ster Creek. On the lower river 53 per
cent of the catch was composed of half-
pounders; the remainder were large fish
in the five and six-pound class.

Hatchery-produced steelhead show a
significant contribution among the cap-
tured fish. At Gold Ray Dam 40 per cent
of the fish tagged are returns from the
Commission’s Bandon and Butte Falls
Hatchery smolt releases.

Some steelhead migrate rapidly up-
stream while others linger along the
route. Repeat spawners are numerous.
Two such fish tagged at Lobster Creek
in July of 1968 were recaptured in July
of this year, apparently on their second
spawning migration. Both steelhead had
grown about three inches in length be-
tween the first tagging and recapture.
Another steelhead on a repeat spawning
migration, a 15-inch half-pounder tagged
in McNeil Creek last winter, was recap-
tured at Gold Ray Dam in late July at a
length of 18 inches.

Four Bighorns Taken

Four bighorn rams for six sheep hunt-
ers. This was the score for the tag hold-
ers who worked the rugged Hart and
Steens Mountains in southeastern Oregon
during the six-day bighorn sheep hunt
September 27 through October 2. Two of
the rams were taken on Hart Mountain
and two on the Steens.

Game biologists report all four big-
horns were mature rams in excellent con-
dition.

The largest ram was taken on Hart
Mountain by Roy Harris of Grants Pass
and judged to be 11 years of age. The
other ram from Hart Mountain was a
nine-year-old taken by Bruce Wolfe of
Sheridan.

Mike Rodegerdts of Lake Oswego took
a six-year-old ram from the Steens and
the fourth ram, estimated at five years
of age, was killed by David Hanifen of
Bend.
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