Police Relations in the Williams Ghetto

Throughout the United States in the 1950°s and 1960’s the civil rights movement had
achieved vital legislative victories in regard to equal rights, however, true equality did not exist.
The victories achieved were immense, such as the Brown V. Board of Education that resulted in
desegregation of public schools. Still, the court never enforced the ruling and whites continued
to segregate schools. Other victories included the sit ins that resulted in the desegregation of
stores throughout the South and the nation. It would appear to many African Americans, that
the United States was heading in a better direction. Unfortunately, the system continued to allow
whites ways to discriminate against African Americans, despite all of these victories.

One of the greatest problems faced by African Americans was discrimination in housing
and the workplace, especially in urban centers. As a result of these practices “ghettoization”
occurred across the nation, and blacks were forced into densely crowded, run down areas,
better known as ghettos. During this time period, Portland Oregon had a ghetto of its own in the
Williams Ave. neighborhood located in the Albina district. According to articles from the time,
the neighborhood was a breeding ground for vice and violence, police relations were
unsatisfactory, and there was a cry for an increased presence to combat the rising violence and
crime in the area.! To many whites, including the Portland chief of police, the problem within the

neighborhood needed the utmost attention of the community and police department.?
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By the end of the 1950’s, violence was on the rise in cities across the United States. In
Portland there was a need for more police, although the city’s crime levels were not as severe
as New York or Los Angeles, it was still a growing problem.® What is more, crime was
considered everyone’s problem, therefore it was everyone’s responsibility to prevent and fight it,
and an emphasis was placed on security in order to ensure the city would be under control.
Episodes of youth violence in Portland such as the fatal shooting of a juvenile began appearing in
headlines. Judging by one article, a 15 year old was shot and killed by a classmate, leading the
public to demand something be done to improve the situation. One of the very first demands
was for the increase of manpower in Portland’s law enforcement agencies.

In 1959, the Oregon Journal compared the Williams neighborhood to the TV show
“Tombstone” and the Western town by the same name, famous for its midday shootouts.
Violence in the Williams neighborhood became so common, that the comparison was easily
accepted by the public. Consequently, responsibility was placed on the neighborhood
(non-whites) to handle the problem from within and to take control. In a similar article, the
argument was made that it was up to the African American leaders and the “decent people” in
the neighborhood to promote a more lawful climate, which would ultimately result in less of
presence needed by police to control crime in the neighborhood.”®

In the interesting critique comparison of the Williams neighborhood and *“Tombstone”,
its author, William Moyes, stated that the comparison was an understatement. According to

Moyes, “the shootings in Tombstone were civilized and well announced and beside that, it was

% “Portland’s Crime Problem”...
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always safe to walk the streets night or day. The Albina district is not safe, the violence is not
civilized and it is being committed by youth, not responsible adults like in Tombstone.” It was
clear that violence was beginning to become a serious problem in the Williams neighborhood.
The situation called for escaping , but the problem was that African Americans were being
forced to live in that area of town because of their race and economic status.

Perhaps the most important of the 1959 Williams neighborhood articles was “Negroes
Must Help” by Wayne Keith. In fact this was only one of two articles that labeled the Williams
neighborhood a “ghetto”. In the article, Keith argues that ghettos, like the Williams
neighborhood, was a breeding ground for crime, and provided an environment where crime
could be easily committed and tolerated because there existed no infrastructure to effectively
fight crime. What is more, when police were actually in the area, there was only so much they
could do and this was very much the result of community attitudes and even more so the dismal
ignorance on the part of law enforcement officers, in regard to human relations.””

One of the big questions that arose from all of this is was, what creates ghettos? In a
response to Wayne Keith, Nicholas Granet claimed that ghettos were created by whites, who
forced all non-whites to live in a select area within the city, he also felt that whites would
continue to claim that they wanted equality, but choose not to practice it themselves.® The
evidence was in the continued practice of racial discrimination in housing/renting, where

non-whites were essentially forced to live in the ghetto, and could not escape it.
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As the timeline progressed it became obvious that the Williams ghetto was getting out of
control, up to the point that cops refused to patrol the area on foot. This greatly limited
interactions and assistance to the area. At the same time there was a large demand for an
increased amount of patrols in the area and a crackdown. Part of the crackdown would close
down offending establishments (i.e. liquor stores) and a strict firmness was to be shown by city
hall and police headquarters towards the troubled neighborhood. By closing down liquor stores
that had become popular hangouts for deviants, they would scatter and disperse creating a less
concentrated group of troublemakers.®

However a swift crackdown might actually cause more harm than good. If a massive
shakedown were to occur of all known deviant characters, it would be an extreme violation of
their due process rights, which every citizen is entitled to. If a group is trying to maintain it’s
rights, they cannot attack and take away the rights of others, just because they are suspected
deviants. In one article, Taub argued that a shakedown was the wrong solution to the ghetto
problem. The real solution lay in increasing the job opportunities of African Americans and
making it possible for non-whites to purchase homes outside the ghetto, allowing them to
escape ghetto.'® This could only be done by eliminating discriminatory barriers that existed in
the hiring/housing process.

By late 59°, Williams was so dangerous that you couldn’t walk the streets day or night
without feeling safe. Police were doing their best, but could not provide the sufficient amount of

protection for the safety of all in the community. There was a huge need for an increase in the
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police force, both in uniform as well as plain clothed officers. Crime was a growing problem

and there was a need for police to help combat the problem. In the late 1960’s, there was a
initiative to hire police from within the community especially minorities.** The idea was that the
hiring of minority police would help ease the tension of race relations in Portland in regard to law
enforcement interactions with the public.

In the big picture of things, the Williams Ave neighborhood is a microcosm of the
“ghetto problem” of the North’s urban city centers. It is everything from: overcrowded housing,
substandard living conditions, lack of jobs, to the crime and violence of predominantly black
neighborhoods. In a historic narrative it is the civil rights struggle of the North, “white flight”,
militant aggression, and institutional racism. Piecing together the articles, there is the sense that
deep political rifts exist between the city and the Williams ghetto. To those living outside the
ghetto, it is a question of security, or in other words containment. What is more, the problem is
considered internal and youth are targeted as the problem. From policies to increase security, to
programs to keep youth off the streets; these are only partial solutions not to make things better,
but to maintain order within the ghetto. In Black Power: The Politics of Liberation in
America, Kwame Ture and Charles V. Hamilton discuss the ghetto problem in Chapter 7 of the
book. In both representations of the ghetto, the same three problems are brought up. The
problems are as follow: housing, jobs, and educations. Interestingly enough, the Williams Ave.
neighborhood is facing the same three problems. However, according to powers situated
outside the ghetto, the problem is strictly about stopping violence, crime, and vice within the

ghetto. Ture and Hamilton make the following point when it comes to the ghetto, “Larger
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society becomes indignant and utters irrelevant cliches about maintaining law and order”.*? Both
are referring to the means by which white people turn the problem into a question of keeping the
ghetto under control and come to the conclusion that in order to solve all the problems of the
ghetto, crime must be stopped. Moreover, if one is to apply the colony model to the Williams
neighborhood it becomes apparent that the goal is to maintain residential segregation and racial
isolation of the neighborhood from white neighborhoods. Consequently, police relations within
the community are reduced to the subjugation and intimidation of non-whites living in the ghetto.
In concluding, the Williams ghetto is another look at the Northern struggle for decent
housing, job opportunities and the right to live where one chooses. Often, the popular solution
to the “ghetto problem” is more security and juvenile programs. The blame is laid on those living
in the ghetto rather than seeking a solution benefiting all. What is more, the institutions within the
ghetto remain in the control of whites, this includes law enforcement agencies. Without control
of these agencies, ghettos like the one in Portland and other urban centers are reduced to the
subjugation and control of outside powers, creating a vicious cycle of poverty, violence, crime,

and increased aggression towards their oppressors.

12 Kwame Ture and Charles V. Hamilton. Black Power: The Politics of Liberation in America, (Vintage
House Inc: New York), 1992, pg 160.



Works Cited:

“Astounding and Thoughtless”, 1959-75 Newspaper Clippings. Box 6. Urban League of
Portland Records, Oregon State University Archives, Corvallis, Oregon.

“B. Mikes, Lowdown Looks Mighty Lonely for Albina, Thanks to Earp”, 1959-75 Newspaper
Clippings. Box 6. Urban League of Portland Records, Oregon State University
Archives, Corvallis, Oregon.

“Ghetto Breeds Vice”, 1959-75 Newspaper Clippings. Box 6. Urban League of Portland
Records, Oregon State University Archives, Corvallis, Oregon.

Hamilton, Charles V., Ture, Kwame. Black Power: The Politics of Liberation in America,
Vintage Books Inc, New York. 1992.

“Hypocrites”, 1959-75 Newspaper Clippings. Box 6. Urban League of Portland Records,
Oregon State University Archives, Corvallis, Oregon.

“Negroes Must Help”, 1959-75 Newspaper Clippings. Box 6. Urban League of Portland
Records, Oregon State University Archives, Corvallis, Oregon.

“Portland’s Crime Problem”, 1959-75 Newspaper Clippings. Box 6. Urban League of
Portland Records, Oregon State University Archives, Corvallis, Oregon.

“Recruiting Of Policemen From Minorities Urged”, 1959-75 Newspaper Clippings. Box 6.
Urban League of Portland Records, Oregon State University Archives, Corvallis,
Oregon.

“The Ghetto”, 1959-75 Newspaper Clippings. Box 6. Urban League of Portland Records,
Oregon State University Archives, Corvallis, Oregon.

“Violence In Portland”, 1959-75 Newspaper Clippings. Box 6. Urban League of Portland
Records, Oregon State University Archives, Corvallis, Oregon.



HST 399

“Portland’s Crime Problem.” Oregon Journal 1959. This article talks about Juvenile gang
wars in Portland Oregon and a fatal shooting of a juvenile (juvenile on juvenile shooting). This
article argues that crime is everyone’s problem and therefore it is every ones responsibility to
prevent crime. More police and man power is needed to put a handle on crime in Portland,
even though it is not at as high of levels as other cities such as New York City and Los Angles,
it is a problem nonetheless. There is concern that it will soon be on the rise.

“Negroes must help.” Oregonian 8-28-59. This article talks about at 15 year old boy who
shot a classmate. The community needs to come together to help, to prevent such tragedies
from occurring. Williams neighborhood has become like “Tombstone” (violent old western
cowboy movie). The “good people” need to help to improve the neighborhood and it’s
reputation. The issue is being placed completely on non-whites to handle the situation by taking
control of their own neighborhood. It is up to the Negro leaders and the “good people” to
promote a more lawful climate.

“Ghetto Breeds Vice, Crime.” (In respone to “Negroes must help.”) Letter to the editor,
Oregonian 9-1-1959. “Negroes must help.” Is not the whole story, the author does agree with
the article however but parts are missing. Author (who has been involved in race relations) says
that Williams district is a Ghetto, it is overcrowded and substandard, and people are forced to
live there because of their race. Ghettos are a breeding place for crime, and it provides an
environment where crime is easily committed and tolerated. “Actually the crime situation in the

Williams Avenue district is very much the result of community attitudes and even more so the



dismal ignorance on the part of law enforcement officers, in regard to human relations.”
Housing discrimination in the city forces non-whites to live in the ghetto. Author: Wayne Keith
“Hypocrites” Oregonian 9-7-1959. In response to Wayne Keith article (“Ghetto Breeds

Vice, Crime”). Author says that Keith is correct about ghettos being a breeding place for crime
but his question is: “what creates ghettos?”” Ghettos are created by whites, who force all of the
negroes to live in a certain area. Whites claim they want equality, but don’t practice it, and
continue to push Negroes into the ghetto.

“The Ghetto.” Oregonian August 23, 1959. Williams district is the Negro Ghetto of Portland,
crime and vice is becoming out of hand, so bad that Cops are refusing to patrol the area on

foot. There needs to be a crackdown and closing off offending establishments and having more
patrols in the area, and a firmness shown by city hall and police headquarters. Second, liquor is
often involved and liquor stores that have become hangouts for undesirables and hoodlums need
to be closed. It is better to scatter and break up the areas, and closing down hangouts will do

SO.

“B. Mikes Lowdown Looks Mighty Lonely for Albina, Thanks to Earp” Date:

8-31-1959. Oregon Journal. Author William Moyes. The author gives a critique of the article
that compared Albina district to TV’s “Tombstone.” He said that this comparison was an
understatement. The shootings in Tombstone were civilized and well announced and beside
that, it was always safe to walk the streets night or day. The Albina district is not safe, the
violence is not civilized and it is being committed by youth, not responsible adults like in

Tombstone.



“Astounding and Thoughtless” Letter to the Editor, Oregonian. Date: 8-29-1959. In
response to the article “Time for Action.” The suggested shakedown of all known characters is
an extreme violation of due process rights. If you (Portland) are trying to maintain your rights,
you cannot attack and take away the rights of others (suspected criminals). The actual solution
should be increasing job opportunities for negroes and making it possible for blacks to purchase
homes outside of the ghetto, by eliminating discriminatory barriers that exist in real-estate.
“Violence In Portland” Oregonian 8-28-1959. Letter to the editor. In response to the

article “Time for Action.” The city of Portland is no longer safe. The threat of violence and
rape are a reality. Police are doing their best, but cannot be everywhere. There is a strong

need for more Police, especially those in plain clothes. Crime is growing problem in the North
Williams area. Author Elmer M. Golder

“Recruiting Of Policemen From Minorities Urged” Oregonian April 20, 1967. The hiring
of Minority police will ease the tension of race relations in Portland in regard to law enforcement

interactions with the public.
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in life—Anonymous.

Portland’s Crime Problem

The rising tide of juvenile crime, espe-
cially in the big Eastern cities like New
York and the 9.3 percent increase in
major crimes in 1958 over 1957, as de-
tailed in the uniform crime reports to the

FBI, are causing widespread concern
throughout the country, including Port-
land.

The juvenile gang wars in New York,
resulting in four recent murders, coupled
with isolated juvenile killings such as the
Wilbur Denson-David Heads case in Port-
land, are receiving widespread publicity.
And they are causing governors, police
chiefs, the FBI and interested citizens’
groups to reexamine the causes of these
increases and to seek better remedial ac-
tion, ranging from new educational pro-
grams to better policing down to the beat
level.

Portland, which generally has a less
alarming crime record than other major
cities, especially in the major crime clas-
sifications, has its own problems never-
theless.

There has been a gradual but notice-
able increase in arrests of persons under
18.

This is due in part to a better function-
ing juvenile division and the fact that all
Portland police have been made juvenile
officers in effect. This means more atten-
tion to the juvenile problem and better
crime reporting. Crimes in the N Williams
avenue area, where public attention has
been focused since the recent fatal shoot-
ing of a juvenile by a juvenile, have been
given more attention since last fall when
additional police were assigned to the area.
But Police Chief Hilbruner reports the
police are getting better cooperation from
the citizens of that section. And crimes
reported by census tracks are disclosing
that other areas, particularly the lower

West Side, actually have a higher felony
and misdemeanor rate than does the N
Williams avenue area.

Assignment of more police to N Wil-
liams avenue district on a 24-hour beat
basis has accentuated the police depart-
ment’s manpower problem. We're actually
trying to cope with an increased crime
rate, both adult and juvenile, with 26 few-
er policemen than we had two years ago
when the force was cut by 38. Only 12 of
these 38 men were restored to the de-
partment. This, plus ever-increasing traf-
fic duties, creates a serious problem.

Fortunately Portland does not have the
organized gang problem the police and
juvenile authorities encounter in New
York, Los Angeles and other major cities.

Occasionally loosely knit groups of
youthful hoodlums get together on vandal-
ism, beatups, car thefts and such crimes.
But we have no youthful “Draculas,” as
does New York, and none of the organ-
ized teenage territorial wars and crime
waves such as those now being publicized
there. Not yet, anyway.,

No one in the police or social service
fields has a ready answer to the juvenile
crime increase problem locally or nation-
ally. Its causes are legion, its roots run
deep and dark, as do the causes of the
alarming increase in major crimes by
adults.

We can, however, give this dual prob-
lem the serious attention it deserves. We
can see to it that our police forces aren’t
starved for manpower. We can apply the
most modern educational and corrective
methods we have been able to devise—
in our homes, schools, churches, social
service organizations and correctional in-
stitutions. That’s because crime is every-
body’s problem and everybody’s respon-
sibility.

Yiolence in Portland
%: the Edifer: Your editorial -
ne For Acth;' certainly

waggood and $im@

It'has been that
a peaceful, safe, eommunity
where a law-abiding citizen
could be abroad in almost any
d.qrmct at almost any hour of
the day or night without fear
of bodily harm. Nowadays this
is not a city of safety. Attacks
upon little girls, teen-age girls
and women of most any age;
cases of rape and attempted
rape, beat-ups of young boys
and a lot. of other crimes are
being committed by gangs. If
they are centered around the
lliams Ave. area (the old
Albina district) they surely
have branched out to include
all of Portland and suburbs.
Harm_ also comes to those
who “tell on them” or become
witnesses against such crimi-
nals, sooner or later.

True, it is time for action,
and we do know that the police
are doing their best under the
present set-up and af¥® very
eager to get such criminals,
but policemen cannot be every-
where in the. city and the
danger exists. wherever no offi-
cer of the law is close at hand.
We need more plain clothes
police who are physically able
to contend with any such
emergency—men who can very
definitely use their heads.and
are alert. We also need a good
backing up of the police offi-
s when such evildoers land

t. It also would be well
1 the names of all such
s when caught, if that
s more than 14 years

[ the comm I
calls lawlessnessE
Willialls Avenue district has Begt
serious problgifthat maust be dealt with
promptly lest it become insoluble, as it
has in many other large cities. District
Attorney Charles E. Raymond summed
up the situation aptly when he pointed
out that while the neighborhood has
many fine, law-abiding residents, it also
has many incorrigibles who make it
most like a ‘Tombstone Territory’ on tel-
evision.”

This is not a situation which can be
remedied by the district attorney or the
courts or the police alone, although a
more vigorous law enforcement policy
in this vicinity certainly should be the
first step. The “‘good peoplé” Mr. Ray-
mond mentions also must help if the
neighborhood is to improve its reputa-
tion.

Portland and Oregon have taken great
steps toward the elimination of racial
bias through laws and through the mold-
ing of public opinion by various anti-
discrimination groups. Negroes now are
protected by statute in their rights to
hold jobs, patronize public entertain-
ment and service facilities, and buy
homes wherever they choose to live.

rtland was !

al-

LT A

s "is a serious trend
inst public-safety and some-
g must be done and done
ry soon- o’ ma]-\e Portland

1st as safe for people as it has
‘.*ﬂen in the past. Let us hope
and pray for a marked  im-
provement.

ELMER M. GOLDER,
3035 SE Ankeny St.

up to the non- uhllcs to live up 10 the
first-class citizenship the law now guar-
antees for them.

If Portland Negro leaders will use
their influenee, in cooperation with the
police and the courts, they can do much
to cut down the incidence of hoodlum-
ism in the non-white population and pro-
tect the social gains that required so
much hard work {o win.

—_—————— .

_;I\_-_Ian} white geople have worked hard to_
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G‘eh‘o Breeds V:;@““@rﬂ.e

S D RO

'I'n the Editor: I have read’
with interestyour e ial urg-
ing Negro leaders the decs
ent citlzem of the Williams
Avenue district, to assume the
leadership in pmmotmg a more
lawful climate in that area and
to protect the social gains,
which have been hard won dur-
ing the past several years. In
general I agree with the re-
marks of the editorial. It does
not, however, tell the whole
story and the story needs to
be told.

As one who has, until re-
cently, lived in the Williams
Avenue district for several
years, and who has been active
in the field of race relations
for many years, 1 believe I
can speak with modest authori-
ty.

The Williams Avenue district
is a ghetto, In spite of the prog-
ress. that has been made
through legislation and other
means, this area has become
an overcrowded, sub-standard
group of dwellings in which
people are forced to live be-
cause of their race.

Ghettos have long been no-
torious breeding places for
vice and crime. When human
beings are deprived of their
natural dignity and treated like
animals, some of them will re-
sort to animal conduct. When
people know, in spite of laws
and social progress, that they
are not welcome in many
areas of the community i
in many places of emplc
they will react with jus
resentment. .-\an" the ur
ble or immoral element,
resentment will often manif N
itself in the form of criminal
activity. This isn’t sometl
new; it is as old as civil
tion. This isn’t a condit
cuilar to Portland; it
whereve! :i.«r rimination
against racial or religious mi-
norities shows 1t.';; ugly face.

Actually the crime si
in the Williams Avenue district
is very much the result of com-
munity “attitudes and even
more so the dismal ignorance
on the part of law enforcement
officers, in regard to human
relations.

Allow me to cite a couple
of examples: Recently a po-
lice officer ac&uamtame of

mine, co 14
the lack 1on on’
part of the'eitizenry wheney

a crime E%bemﬁ nvestlgatéif
in. that elt obligéd-to
ot pub that this attitude is

“ofa long! history of ris-
handlifig and racial intolerance
on the part of police officers
toward Negroes, . Rightly or
wrongly it is.a faet that many
Negroes look upon police of-
ficers with fear and suspicion.
A good look at the history of
the Deep South will show
where sll this began.

Also, anyone who has lived
very long in that part of the

cltv, knows. that.for years, un-
der “.various' administrations,
many: vice &pots have been tol-
m"m:‘ﬁ with the-tinderstanding
that they would keep the"Ne-

;rores “In their own part of
town.” Actually I think the
present admi inistration is mak-

ing a more determined effort
to clean up this situation than
heretofore, but the facf re-
mains that prostitution - and
gambling is still widespread
throughout the area. Ask any
policeman (if you can find one
who will talk), ask any sharp
newspaper reporter or cab
driver; but ?]m‘e all ask the
decent people who are forced

to live in that environment, and

they will 'tcil you, with res mqu
tion, that this is fthe wa;
has been for years ifffthe Wil-
liams Avenue distriet.

Another example:*A friend of
mine, who recently returped to
his home town of Portland, aft
er having obtained a master’s
degree at a mid-western -
versity, tells me how he
his new bride searched for sev-
eral weeks to find an apart-
ment in a good neighborhood.
In ~|me of hundreds of ‘“For
I * signs, throughout the
, the apartments were al-
ways “just taken,” when the
landlord discovered the racial
nature of the applicants. My
friend and his wife finally.re-
turned, in disgust, to the Wil

]

liams' Avenue district and
rented an aw" nent in a sub-
st ard dv

I don’t need anyone to de-
ribe for me the progre that
ade in Oregon, dur-
rears. I am well
his progress and I

Certainly the laws must be
enforced. Assuredly ‘we must
ue to le te against in-
Ultim however,
we must 1 "‘n];?P tl 9\ justice 18
the offspring of charity, which
is love. The w ghettos in
the world exist in the hearts
and minds of men. When we be-
gin to accept men as our broth-
ers, not because laws say we
must, but because we “hunger
and thirst after justice,”’ then
i and then only mll the Williams
iAvetue district and it's count-
erparts everywhere; dlsappear.
Jnstlpe, agithout: love, 1s nof
true Bectlise to: be truly Just
we must trulydove.

WAYNE KEITH,
617 NW 18th  Ave.
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Lonely for Albina, Thanks to Earp MEY

By William Moyes ments used by the amateur
AS OF the moment, Charley surgeons—hunting knives be-

ing thrown during brawls in|
Raymond, the DA, may be cor- | oni place while the denizens |

: : I
rect in comparing the old Al- | of the other favor flick knives |
bina district to TV’s Tomb- |and straight-edges.

stone territory, But come next X * %

||

el
Scores ﬁ
Sin ‘Sédefor |

|
|
|
[
|

NANAT ne ha slaang

month that comparison will no |
longer be valid, for Wyatt Earp ‘
is moving this fall from Dodee !
City to do a clean up job 0n§
Tombstone.

After some hard work with
his Buntline special, old Earp |
will have the city as clean as a
TV detergent commercial and |
Charley will be left with no |

place evil enough to compare
his Albina district to,

. S
COME TO think of it
his comparison was a bit
of understatement . , . for
Tombstone territory as
shown on the picture tube
last season conducted its
shootings in a fairly |
civilized manner,
Whenever a shootout
was to take place, by-
standers were always
warned tg scram off the
streets and take cover. Also
the parties who did the
shootings were responsible
adults, not teenagers,
* *
EXCEPT during shootouts, |
it was always safe to walk|
the streets of Tombstone day |
or night . . . which is morﬂ
than can be said of the Albina
territory where the racket
made by fusillades of shots
fired by teenagers inviting
each other out to play is
drowned out by the pockata-
pock of clubs on old Iadies'i
noggins. ‘
As for the quieter, more
subdued forms of killing, Al-|
bina and Tombstone were, |
and are, about even. Extem- |
poraneous surgery. is prac-
ticed in both places when
guns are not handy. The only
difference is in the instru-

=] he 1
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Violence in Portland
L To the Editor: Your edlto‘nal
“Timiés For " Action”. certainly
was good and timely.

1t has been that Portland w;:s;
a peaceful,” safe, community
where. a law-abiding citizen
could be abroad in almost any
district at almost any hour of'
the day or night without fear
of bodily harm. Nowadays thfs
is not a city of safety. Atta:c&s
upon little girls, teen-age gms?
and women of most any age;
cases of rape and attemptc'd
rape, beat-ups of young bo:is
and a lot of other crimes are
being committed by gangs. If
they are centered amu}]d t?}e
Williams Ave. area (the .o:d’
Albina district): they surely
have branched out to include
all of Portland and suburbs. _

Harm also comes to those
who “‘tell on them‘or bewmg
witnesses against such crimi-
nals, sooner or later. |

True, it is time for action,
and we do know that the police
are doing their best under the
present set-up and are Vel y
eager to get such criminals,
but policemen cannot be Q\'exl\-
where in' the city and the
danger exists. wherever no oiil-
cer of the law is close at h
We need more" plain ‘Clﬁﬁ_(:‘S
police who are physically a!).;‘,‘
to contend with any such
emergency—men who can very
definitely use their heads a:\;r_i
are alert. We _a‘;ﬁn need a good
backing up of the police offi-
cers when such evildoers land
in court. It also would h‘e wr-:;
to publish the names of a._IISl":C‘..
criminals when caught, 1f th At
person is more than 14 years
; (".‘.his is _a_ serious trend
against public safety and some-
thing must be :done and done
very soon  to “make Por_t_land
just as safe for people as.it has
been .in the past. Let us hope
and' pray for a marked, im-

ement.. &
pt-()‘!VE‘,L1V[;“.72R M. GOLDER,
3035 SE Ankeny St.

| ‘Hypocrites’

To the Editor: Wayne Keith
is correct in his statement that
ghettos breed vice and-crime.
But what creates ghettos?
Ghettos are‘created by the re-
fusal of people to mix socially
with people who have a dif-
ferent religion, skin-color, etc.,
etc. Human beings are by na-
ture gregarious. They must
mingle with other humans to
be happy (except those who
like dogs hest).

Those who are in the
minority and are not accepted
gradually gravitate tow ard
each other and presto, a ghetto
is created—like volcano after
an earthquake,

We whites in the North are
hypocrites. We talk equality
but do not practice it! Even
our socalled liberal and ideal-
istic ledders in both parties do
not practice it!

NICHOLAS GRANET,
4154 SW Tualatin Ave.
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A part of the lower N Wil-}_
liams avenue district is a (]
morals “‘cancer in our society
which can be alleviated,” the
Multnomah county grand jury
has reported.

The jury noted that 24 of

the cases presented to it in-
volved morals. This is 358
| percent of the total cases con-
| sidered by the March term
{ jury. |
“Nineteen, or 79 percent of |
| the fotal, originated in one| |
| particular district, and 81 per- |1
|cent of the: defendants in- |
[ volved in. morals were from }}
this district,” thejury report |
| said in an obvio reference |
[ to the “sin sectiong

[ THE GRAND JURY also
| said that runawaysifrom the |
| Hillcrest. school forgirls at T'
Salem are involved im most 1
| of the morals cases itiinvesti-
| gated. & :
| “Certain inmates repeated-|_
| Iy run ‘away and seekrefuge |’
’in an unwholesome environ- | C
ment,” the grand jurysaid in |y
| another ‘obvious reference to|¢
| that part ‘of the N Williams |
[ distriet near Russell street |
[ * “Self “tattooing and other ¢
[ acts by inm@tes of this insti- | &
[ tution cerfainly indicates that |
it is in ‘the ‘Bestinterests of | -
| our community and state 1n|5
provide the necessary funds;h
and adequate personnel Inl‘
help alleviate this deplorable | j;
situation,” the jury declared. h
“It is regrettable that ap- | p
parent lack of an adequate | f
staff and sufficient budget [y
|has made it impossible for f
| this institution to properly
| carry out its desired goal of ]
|rehabflitation of all its in- | F
mates."”

! i
!

| THE JURY commended law ||
| enforcement  authorities for ||
| their work in the district, but | |
| added, “there is so much more | |
| to be done.” I

| About 30 men have been [
[ indicted since the probe be- | {
| gan, and about 10-12 girls are |

{ being held as material wit- |
[ nesses for doc trials. |

|

|
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s this week
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By William Moyes

AS OF the moment, Charley
Raymond, the DA, may be cor-
rect in comparing the old Al-
bina district to TV’s Tomb-
stone territory. But come next
month that comparison will no
longer be valid, for Wyatt Earp
is moving this fall from Dodge l
City to do a clean up job on |
Tombstone. : J
After some hard work withl
his Buntline special, old E.’irpi
will have the city as clean as a |
TV detergent commercial and |
Charley will be left with no|
place evil enough to compare;
his Albina district to. '

|
|

X K
COME TO think of it
his comparison was a bit
of understatement . , , for
Tombstone t e rritory as
shown on the picture tube
last season conducted its
svh_ootings in a fairly
civilized manner,
Whenever a shootout
was to take place, by-
standers were alwavys
warned to scram off the
streets and take cover, Also
the parties who did the
shootings were responsible
adults, n*ot teenagers,

* * |
. EXCEPT during shootouts, |
it was always safe to walk|
the streets of Tombstone day|
or night . . . which is more|
than can be said of the Albina |
territory where the racket|
made by fusillades of shots
fired by teenagers inviting |
each other out to play is
drowned out by the pockata- |
pock of clubs on old ladies’
noigm?. h

5 Ior the quieter,

subdued forms of kii]ing’,ngxrf;
bina and Tombstone were, |
and are, about even., Extem. |
poraneous surg is prac-|
ticed in bothe;iaces vl:rhaecn;
guns are not handy. The only |
Glifference is in the instru-[
s |

4

ments used by the amateur
surgeons—hunting knives be-
ing throwrn during brawls in
one place while the denizens
of the other favor flick knives |
and straight-edges. |

W W !

eSO ax ha sloang '

Than@s to _Ear p

“:;Bé-zMike’s Lowdown Looks Mighty |
Lonely for Albina,

g Be=lhe r

Yiolence in Portlan

To the Editor: Your editorial
“Time For " Action’ certainly
wa$ good and timely.

1t has been that Portland was
a peaceful, safe, community
where. a law-abiding citizen
could be abroad in almost any
district at almost any hour of
the day or night without fear
of bodily harm. Nowadays this
is not a city of safety. Attag:l::s
upon little girls, teen-age giris
and women of most any age;
cases of rape and attempted
rape, beat-ups of young boys
and a lot of other ecrimes are
being committed by gangs. If
they are centered around the;

illiams Ave. area (the old
Albina districf). they surely
ve branched out to include
all of Portland and suburbs.

Harm also comes to those
who “tell on them’*or become
witnesses against such crimi-
nals, sooner or later. _

True, it is time for action,
and we do know that the police
are doing their best under the
present sef-up and are very
eager to.get such criminals,
but policemen cannot be every-
where in''the city and the
danger exists.wherever no ot
cer of the law is close at hand.
We need miore  plain clothes
police who are physically able
to contend with any sucih
emergency—men who can very
definitely use their heads and
are alert. We also need a good
backing up of the police offi
cers when such evildoers lan
in court. It also would be well
to publish the names of all such
criminals when caught, if that
person is more than 14 years
old.

This is .a. serious trend
against public safety and some-
thing must be :done and done
very soon to*make Portland
just as safe for people as.it has
been in the past. Let us hope

apd pray for a marked, im-

provement.. 3
"ELMER"M. GOLDER,
3035 SE Ankeny St.

| ———————
| ‘Hypocrites’

To the Editor; Wayne Keith
is correct in his statement that
ghettos breed vice and-crime.
But what creates ghettos?
Ghettos are‘created by the re-
fusal of people to mix socially
with people who have a dif-
ferent religion, skin-color, etc.,
etc. Human beings are by na-
ture gregarious. They must
mingle with other humans to
be happy (except those who
like dogs best).

Those who are in the
minority and are not accepted
gradually gravitate toward
each other and presto, a ghetto
is created—like volcano after
an earthquake,

We whites in the North are
hypocrites. We talk equality
but do not practice it! Eyen
our socalled liberal and ideal-
istic ledders in both parties do
not practice it!

NICHOLAS GRANET,
4154 SW Tualatin Ave.
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A part of the lower N Wi]-;,
liams avenue district is all
morals “cancer in our society |

| which can be alleviated,” the
| Multnomah county grand jury
has reported.

The jury noted that 24 of

the cases presented to it in-
volved morals. This is 358
| percent of the total cases con.
]sidered by the March term
{ jury. J
|

e ST

SITOSERee

“Nineteen, or 79 percent of
[ the "total, originated in one! |
| particular district, and 81 per- 1
fcent of the: defendants in-
| volved in. morals were from
this district,” the jury report |
said in an_obvious reference |
[ to the “sin sectiond j‘
| THE GRAND JURY also |
| said that runaway$ifrom the 14
| Hillcrest. school fordgirls at|]
Salem are involved  in most}d
| of the morals cases itiimvesti-
| gated. -
| “Certain inmates repeated-
(ly run away and seekirefuge
|in an unwholesome environ- |
| ment,” the grand jury said in )
| another ‘obvious reference to| g
[ that paft of the N Williams |
| distrietnear Russell street |
“Self “tattooing ‘and other | ¢
acts by inm@ates of this insti-| &
| tution certainly indicates that I
’it is in ‘the ‘Best interests of <
| our community and state to|°
| provide the necessary funds|b
and adequate personnel to
[ help alleviate this deplorable | j;
situation,” the jury declared. t
“It is regrettable that ap- | b
parent lack of an adequate f
staff and sufficient budget ['u
has made it impossible for f
this institution to properly
[ carry out its desired goal of |
| rehabilitation of all its in- F
| mates.” !

THE JURY commended law L
enforcement authorities for |
| their work in the district, but &
| added, “there is so much more | |
| to be done.” [ |

|

£
£/
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| About 30 men have been ||
[ indicted since the probe be- | {
| gan, and about 10-12 girls are | -
{being held as material wit- |
| nesses for do¢ trials.

| Foufi of ™t Ben have

[ pleaddd gui d another |
' is week |

fense to
| state  line
| poses.
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Man Says Police Invite Fight. Lose Toss

A man recently arrested on|ment, and that he fought them |free on bail, and said they
charges of disorderly conduct|all the way to the call box near Ihave retained an attorney to
and interfering with an arrest-| SW Ankeny St. and 4th Ave.  idefend them in their Aug. 28

ing officer told the Oregonian
Tuesday that one of the arrest-
ing officers challenged him to
a fight after he had been ar-
rested, that he accepted ‘‘be-
cause he didn’t want to chicken
out,” and was able to throw
the officer over his head and
to the ground before other offi-
cers intervened. |
The officer, Ed Lesowske, |
*| could not be reached for com- |
ment Tuesday night. '
The arrested man, Julius |
Strong, 22, 5021 N. Williams
Ave., said he and another man
were near the Multnomah Hotel
when they saw Lesowske and
Officer Henry Brown with a
handcuffed prisoner near a
nolice call box. He said Lesow-
e was holding the man from
shind and Brown was striking
nim in the stomach.

Treatment Protested

He said that he and John B.
Hepburn, 32, 3235 N. Ganten-
bein Ave., shouted at the offi-
cers protesting the brutal
treatment, and that Brown
crossed the street telling him
(Strong) that he was under ar-
rest, Strong said that both he
and Hepburn faced the disor-
derly and interfering charges,
and that 1t was a short time
~|later when Lesowske chal-
lenged him, stating that he
would take off his gun for the
match.

Although not available for
Tuesday comment, reports sub-
mitted by Lesowske and Brown
at the time of the Saturday

effect.
They said they were called
.|to the Viking Club restaurant

.| St. to remove Horace B. Bur-
« | ton, 31, 130 W. Burnside St.

ie| Profanity Charged

arrest were to the following |-

s.|at W. 3rd Ave. and Burnside |,

They said they .had him

court appearance.

handcuffed and were waiting
for the paddyMkagon when Hep- r_—“
burn and S came out of |
the Multnors Hotel em-|
ploye's entrange and began
cursing them, @nd asking why
they didn’t take off their guns
and come over and fight them.

Brown said when he went
across the street to place them
under arrest, Strong began
fighting and Hepburn ran. The
latter was found waiting at the |
police station when the other |
'prisoners arrived and was
cited with them.
' Strong and Hepburn said
Tuesday they did not swear at
the officers and did not invite
them across the street. They[
said their activity was con-

fined to hollering and prﬁ-
ing the tnéhément of thedpss-

oner. 3
Brown wand Lesowski added

' that thelye Ning and cursing by |
Strong #nd Hzpbm'n attracted |
a large crowd, and that both |
men tried to get the crowd to

. help ‘them free the prisoner,

! Burtopg@@who was booked on
‘ chap f. drunk yand disor- |
! derlyieBnduct.

Strongaend Hepburfiiare now |
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They said Burton resisted, i
| * | that he was extremely profane,
Y | that they had to use force to
remove him from the establish-
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Areq Of Dzsiurbances

By \NDI\I WMERSHON | Sprirger ™ s
: information
the

I dent ococurred
na area, toured
early Monday.

the tour
tor Frank|AY
d Human

>d Rose

could

think
won't,
Rosenb:

‘\ur\'ur Terry D. Sc hrunk sat’

londay night’s
ac nnn 'th Portland
home, f i
The mayor s at City
all until about 7:30 p.m.,
then went home to keep in
touch with situation on his
own police radio.
From his home he issued
the 8 p.m. order that Irv
to be cleared, which
led to the largest roundup of
randals nf the evening.
chief administras-
ant, Howard Traver,
oosely attached to the
1l office. He was in
of 1‘.'iF-F:‘EI]1;’. through-

Hovid s Dockiibng

the command post

by A]h.m or g ml/ﬂlmn:
At 10:30 p.m, Jones was in
*ea base-
the Black Panth-
sisted officers in
park,

Gasoline

Bomb Ban
OKd Here

An ordinance | 1bmng th
possession of fire bombs wa;
to be passed by Portland’:
City Council late Thursday.
The measure also p hlbit
the throwing of any obiect,
cludmg pop bottles, that ar
capable when hurled of in
flirtinL injury or d mdge
DURING THIS week's
disturbance,
prehenc re bombing o
bottle throwing generally have
been charged with disturbing
the peace or littering -
street with
“This n
more  Sp
mended y 3
Mayor Ter hrunk explain
ed W S in getting as
the council,
s would
Thursday.

S nt thinner or oth
flammable liquid or sub-
stance therein, and having an
il‘bif'gl':'!l wick or similar de-
ice capable of being ignited
detonated.”

“IT IS UNLAWFUL,” the
measure details, ‘“‘for any
person to possess or have un-
:isr his control a fire homb on

y street or in any public
pl‘u‘ﬂ &

It will also be unlawful, un-
der the proposed law, “for
any person on a street or in a
public place wilfully to throw,
or to project by any means,

explosive, fire bomb, or

object that is capable

hurled of inflicting in-

jury to a person or damage

. to any persons, vehicle or
building

A reward for information
leading to arrest and convic-
tion for violation of the prohi-
bitions - will be, the proposed

: Tl $100 or
times the amount of
al damage caused,

hever is less, if the viola-

roperty only

1d did not involve use of an
¢ or fire bomb.
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l i =T he People's

Asinunding" wtughtless

To the Editory This is in re
ply to the suggested line of ac-
tivity proposéd in your recent
editorial entitled, ‘“Time for
Action,” dealing with the at-
tacks occurring in the Wil-
liams Avenue district.

I believe your suggestion for
a - ‘‘shakedown” of all known
‘‘characters” is both astonish-
ing and thoughtless. It is as-
tonishing in its disregard for
due process of law and
thoughtless in that the scheme
would not ameliorate the sit-
uation at all.

If the majority of Portland’s
citizens is concerned about its
ig it - cannot re-establish
them by derogating the rights
] even those of al-
leged criminals. Rather it
must do something towards

li ating the Negro ghetto,
job opportunities
es so they will have
rewithal for purchas-

s in other areas, and
! nportant, eliminating
the riminatory barriers
erectedr by 'some real estate
persons ‘in° and arougd Port-
land. The authorities Id do
well to investigate; msteps
such as the formatiog'®f neigh-
borhood *

social clubs*indertak-
en by their cougterparts in
other metropolitapscenters. We
need, in additione=8 President
who will f!n.‘,"ﬁétd"%i housing
bill, part-of which is directed
towards "Slum elearance.
ELWOOD TAUB, Director,
Research and Educationg
International Woodworkers
of America,
1622 N. Lombard St,

|

|| Hoomissen,

fithe _Al_b:na'
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Recruiting Of Policemen |
From Minorities Urged |

A drive to recruit policemen|Council, said young men and
in the Portland area from ra-/women
|cial minority groups was urg-|years old could be appointed|
-led Wednesday by Multnomah|to serve on the police force|
FiCounty Dist. Atty. George Van v )
3 ward a college degree. Such|
trainees, he said, would
enforcement
and would not carry arms
their duties would

i Van Hoomissen, speaking to
| Neighborhod

The training

hopes to impr

assistance under

and Crime Control Act of 1967.!}
He said his recommendation
instituting the program by

o Chief of Police
cNamara and Byron H.|}
f, in the near futur

Intensive effort
minority group

and the communi

rlcommittees should meet regu
police officials to

Police Plan Works Well

InN eutralizgg Di_s_/order

By JOHN GUERNSEY

Staff Writer, The Oregonian

Albina Melee Suspect
Granted Delay In Trial

One of the Sunday nightinot guilty to disorderly con-
arrestees in the Albina di-|duct charges and their trial
sturbances has won a two-day|was set for Aug. 10. Charges
delay in Municipal Court,|of possession of a fire bomb
which faces a busy periodland carrying a concealed
handling the numerous cases|weapon against White were
growing out of the neighbor-|dismissed.
hood melees A“trial date of Aug. 16 was

Joe Cornelius West, 19, of|set for Anthony Perz's, 27, of
NE 12th Ave. aileged to be|606 N. Fargo St., charged with
the youth who beat and rob-|disorderly conduct.
bed Irving Park attendant| |
Ira G. Williamson Sunday,|

was granted a Friday

: cNamara said "the pla
also called for the county po
T'he smooth and effectivellice to handle arr St h();ﬁki‘ﬂl
police 'work which Sunday|procedures and transportatior
night neutralized. the Albina|of prisoners. The city, howey
dmt!}rhance with ‘a minimum|er, was able to set up -
of damage and injuries did|temporary police booking ope
not just happen — it was well |ration in the Memorial Cali
pfa.rmed and moved into ope-|Seum to handle the approx
ration with the precision of a/imately 47 adult and juvenile
watch. | arrests which were made
Porfland Police Chief ;
Donald McNamara moved 200/ ¢
city officers into the disturl
ance area when the first signsierative ic 1 V4 -
of trouble developed, and!g inding h?ﬁJ]ce“pId\;: 'B‘\-“f'\;
'\-I:‘wlmrlmuh ('-f‘»;‘:*s_\' and state f’n'lr*.:_\":a.:'éas i'."tb‘c‘if‘_ \r—'-*.;
police forces beefed up their|cated when the sh 10ve
patrol activity in outlyinglout cars to cover in the city
areas of the city which were| The sheriff’s I‘E‘\E“dx
drained of regularly assigned|moved into action and covered
qu\w'}:!-_\i_n police. some of the ou -'\"i\T;’*
McNamara also had an ad-|with radio-equinned carc
ditional 200 Portland officers Thg ;111?“9?;1;"@} T
standing by, if it proved police forces .ml ,
necessary to move them into|tion, and to ce
Albina. li stat I

DY TN RN AR B W

A spokesman for the county
e said outlying towns alsc
d a key role in the coo

TN BRI M

Employed Youth

yrelim

el AN s 0 AN N i KRS i A s I 5 SO0 ) 5 D AR
Ll Oy S

inary hearing and given a Shun Trouble

nted lawyer to de-|

fend him against a charge of| Only 4 of 430 youths enrolled
robbery by force and violence.|/in the in-school Neighborhood
fest, also known as “Little(Youth Corps were arrested
is a former amateur|during the recent civil disturb-
boxer who won the state Gold-{ances in Albina, the coordina-
en Gloves lightweight title inj{tor of the program said
1964, Wednesday.

. } B ¥ .

Scheduled for trial Aug. 8/ "1 think this proves the
lon charges of disorderly con-|Worth of the program, and
\duct is McKinley Harper Jr,|that these kids will work and
18, of 5707 N. Haight Ave. Sthy ““'-"F of trouble if they’re

! give! the o ity ~

Judge Abraham also set|S'ven. !f€ Opportunity, _ the

[coordinator, Joel Sappenfield,
Aug, 8 as the date for p!'ol:rnf““-rdi.(g
inary hearings for ]-‘\:*-r.!rv\\' The in-school Neighborhood

N e 2t B Q I | x7 " ‘

Ray Lawson, 18, of 2616 NE|yvouth Corps, a part of the

24} xrh 1 ik 5 AP
1-.-,5-1‘ -\“_‘-‘ Larry ’_HT"‘”'.")[-\ war on poverty, gives part-
of 70 NE Fargo 5t., and Roy|time and summer employ-
James White, 18, 9201 N. Se-iment to youths from low-in-
ward Ave. All are charged|come families to enable them
| W unlawfu 1' i‘-“-“_‘”‘-”_)h' to continue their education.
Charges of possession of a fire Sappenfield said the youths
|bomb and carrying a conceal-lare working in dozens of jnbs,
led weapon against all threelincluding a special nursing
were dismissed. !eduratinn program at the Uni-

: (versity of Portland and the
A COURT appearance Was|.qmnyter depam(nent at Port-
scheduled Aug. 9 for Lawrence|

el L g : .
Eugene McCallister, 18, (‘-f‘.lfwd [Pt h@iﬁ@u.ﬂ‘[&ls.
4126 NE Garfield Ave., charg-|
ed with resisting arrest.

Larry Earl Jackson, 18, of
3 N. Michigan Ave., Roger
Pete. Sanders, 18, of 517 NE
Knott St., and Harold Eman-
uel White, 19, of 3964 N. Mass-
achusetts Ave., all pleaded

court - app(

\r

Y Sl Gk et B e

St e

and I'm very pleas- Police g-i.\,-'»-‘
ne way i1t worked Holcomb =
(H!{.” the chief added. quate Y’ll;"“lﬁ"“
['he Multnomah County :-c;uf _' AEORCART
Department of Public Safety! John [‘] \,'\'551--_1;«,‘«<

cars 10|special agent in charge for

moved in 16 patrol
cover outlying areas which|Federal Bureau of Inve
Portland police vacated, and|tion, said “‘we h;f,,m‘:“ﬁ‘...
the Oregon State Police, [i;ptin{l“;n [ﬂe [}‘1:”.—. ”':-Wﬂ'\f
which established temporary ’ o At T 4
headquarters at the Portland

point, but our investigative
: facilities are available to any
Air Base, strengthened their Rt M T
regular traffic patrols.

TS AT AR

agency which wants them or
needs them.”

He said the FBI is checkin
out numerous reports that out
side agitators were brought
to trigger the Albina disturb-
ance, “but as vet we hav
been able to confirm none of
the reports.”

Walter Martin, Municipal
Court attorney with the city
attorney’s office, said Tuesday
most of the 29 adults arrested
are still in jail under $500 bail.
The charges range from disor-
derly conduct, drunk and
ing assembled firearms.
|| Most are expected to have
irt hearings Aug. 8.

I
The 18 juveniles who were

R s D e SR LT N T R T ST e R N s i s P R R

werel

hear-

juve-
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