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The Abolition of the White Slave Traffic. 

By CLIFFORD G. ROE. 

T he whi te slave pr oblem is bec oming more importa nt eve ry 
clay. Peop le eve ryw here a r thinking about it and di cL1ss ing 
wa ys and mea n s to b rin g about th e abo lition of whi te slave ry. 

In considering thi s move ment it is \\·e!I to p int out \\·hat 
women mig ht do vvith their I a llot to help brin g success . 

Right now po litica l battl es are being waged fo r and aga inst 
v ice . and th e tr a ffic in g irl s. 

Grea t polit ica l move ment s a re being laun ched aga inst politi ­
cian s who have con nived at and eve n encollr agcd vice and its 
right hand pa rtn er, whit e slave ry, in ord er to ga in per sonal, 
selfish power an d perhap wea lth at the xpense of the nat ion 's 
m anh ood a nd womanh ood. 

\ ,Vom n, hav ing cas t as ide th e mant le o f affec ted prud ery and 
fa lse modes ty . a re aro use d th e wo rld over . T hey a re import ant 
fact o rs in thi s g reat cru sade fo r be tt er civic mora ls. And that 
th ey may 1.:e spurr ed on to eve n g reate r effo rt s is the hope of 
th e wri ter. 

\ ,Vhat is th e whit e slave tr affic? 
It is th e widely accepte d term fo r the procu rin g, se llin g or 

buying. inv eigling or encoura gin g of women fo r th e purp o e 
of holdin g . fo rcing or enti cing th em in to a life of pro tituti on. 
Th e term whi te slave ry. pe rh aps, is a mi snomer. and not really 
desc ri pti ve . since the tr affic reac hes to eve ry ra ce an d color, 
originat ing in E u rope. where its victims arc whit e; howe ver, 
it is ge n erally used to des ignate the busine s by whi ch the vice 
merchant is kep t supp lie I. 

T he whi te . lave market is the tr affic in g ir ls fo r imm ora l de­
mands . Th is market is governed by the laws of supp ly and de­
mand. T here are va rious social and eco nomi c ca uses fo r thi s 
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supply and demand and th e result has been th e opportunit y fu r 
tr ad ing in th e bo lies and soul s o f our daughters. 

T hey a re pro cur ed int o disreputab le lives with o r without 
th eir consent, and th ey are held slav es by the condit ions which 
ur ro un d them. T hese conditions range fr om fo rcible dete n­

tion to ingenious deception with d iscour ageme nt and d isease as 
int erm edia ry stages. ' 'T hey beco me slav es to th eir keepe rs, 
slave s to th eir pa tr ona<:;·e. slaves to the habit of d rin k, slav es to 
ciga rette s, s lave s to clru 0 s. , laves to the very de spair th at sha me 
and moral wreckage br ing. ·· 

Th o,e creat ur es. 1.:oth ma le and fe male, who tr ade in huma n 
flesh to fill reso r ts of vice a re ca lled pa nde rs, pr ocur ers and 
whit e lave tr ade rs. Th e meth ods empl oyed by these tr aders 
a re va ried. In fac t all th e ways and means fo r lu rin g victims 
to shamefu l occup ations have not been fat hom ed. Each clay 
one who stu die s the quest ion beco mes more appa lled at the mag­
nitu de of the p roblem and th e innum erab le and in tr ica te aven ue · 
th at must be fo llowed to reach th ose engaged in thi s de spicalJle 
bu siness . 

By app ealing to the love instin ct in girl s, Aatt erin g their vani ty . 
an d promising employment to th e poo r a re the more comm on 
methods used . 

Pe rh aps th e best way to a scert a in how th e pr ocur ers wo rk 
is to go to court reco rds. T here one will find indisputa ble fa cts. 
and th e greatest prog re s made thu s fa r in 'the abo lit ion of th e 
white slave traffic has been bro ught abo ut by g iving these fa cts 
to the public. Ha rd, cold fac ts mu st convince. 

A ll one has to do is to pick up a da ily pa per in alm ost any 
city, to read an accoun t of th e arr est, prosec uti on and convict ion 
of a pr ocurer. T he ave rage reader will imm ediately say, th at 
cas e i exc eptional. To prove th at th ese cases a re not excep­
tional let us glance fo r a moment ove r th e list of cases tri ed in 
th e cour t of Chicago since the mid dle of May, 1911. 

I t should be un de rstood th at it is not suggested th at Chicago 
is wo rse than any ot her la rge city. I n fact Chicago, in pro por­
tion to i ts popu lat ion, has !es vice th an many oth er citi es. and 
whi te slave ry is pra ctically broken up there. 
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That inve stigati ons are being ca rri ed on th ere, and that hun­
d reds of vice vend o r have be en convi cted prov es th at Chicago 
is tr ying to beco me cleaner an d bett er . 

No te the va rious meth od s u sed by th e pande rs in th e fo llo w­
mg case s. 

Adam L ew icki is th e owner of a disreputab le reso rt in Sout h 
Chi cago. I-le met a girl in a chop- uey res tau rant on M onro e 
~tre et, and offer ed her mo ney and oth er indu cement s to beco me an 
inm ate of his hou e. She refu sed and he had her ar res ted on 
a cha rge of stea ling fift ee1; do llar s fr om him. H is plan wa s to 
pay her fine and thu s have her in hi s power. She told a ll of th e 
deta ils to detectiv es w ho cau sed Lew icki to be a rr este l. He 
wa s con victed by a jury fo r an att emp t at Pand erin g and sen­
tenced to impr ison m en t. 

A ca se wh ich shows how th e lov e met hod is used effect ive ly 
is that o f E dward O 'B rien . Th is fe llow per suaded a girl to 
believe that he had fa llen in love with her and even went so 
far a to mar ry her. Af ter the ma r riag e ceremo ny wa s per­
fo rm ed he placed her in a house on th e \ ~! es t Side of Chicago. 
She test ified in cour t th at he comp elled her to lead a li fe of 
sham e, and to give him th e money she rece ived fr om it. He 
was a lso sente nced to impr i onment and to pa y a la rge fine. 

Ofte n th e rneth o I use I by pro cur ers ar e very simpl e. T hat 
is th e v ery reaso n th eir bu siness is so da ngerou to oc iety . 
Lawr ence ::Sfangano and E rn est Paga no kn ew how suscept ible 
to flatt ery mos t girl s a re . so in thi ca se th ey appe aled to thi s 
hum an wea kn ess . Th ese tw o fe llows procu red a gir l to be­
come an inmat e of a vice reso rt. She was workin g in a restau­
rant on the So ut h Side, and one o f th ese men wa v ery at tentive 
to her fo r seve ral weeks, tak ing her to th ea tres, pra ising her 
beaut y, a nd buying cloth es for her. T he ca se ag ainst Paga no 
wa s dismissed beca use he furni shed the ev i lence to convict. 
l\Ia ngan o was sentenced to impri sonm ent and pay a large fine . 
vVhat beca me o f th e girl ? She wa s sent to the H ou se of th e 
Good Sheph erd. 

How th e girl seekin g honest employment is lur ed to ruin 
wa s broug ht out at the tri al o f Sa mu el David so n. Th is is the 
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most frequ ent method the white slave trader s employ to tr ap 
innocent girl s. 

O n July fou rth Davidson became acq uaint ed in M ilwaukee , 
\ ,Visconsin, with a sixtee n yea r old girl who is the daughter o f 
one of th e city employees there. Her mother died three yea rs 
ago . and th e littl e girl has been her father '. housekeepe r since 
then. Davidson lea rn ed fr om her that she was grow ing tired 
of working at home. and wa nted to find emp loyment where she 
could save some money. David son gave her hi card and told 
her that if she would come to Chicago he would find employme nt 
fo r her . He corr espo nded with her after th at until he 
at last indu ced her to go to Chicago. She went there on the 
four teenth of August, and met him by appo intm ent . There 
wa s an av iation meet going on at that time, so he took the girl 
to see the air ship s, then to a th eat re, and lat er took her to a 
reso rt of shame where he sa id she could stay until he secur ed 
employment for her. She was not acqua int ed wit h Chicago, 
but soon fo und out the character of the plac e, got away and 
repo rt ed th e case to the police that same night. Dav idso n was 
arr ested and waived a tri al by jur y, and was sent enced by 
Judge U hlir to serve six month s' impri sonm ent and pay a fine 
of thr ee hundred dollar s, th e minimum sentence in Illin ois fo r 
Pa nd ering. The girl was sent back to her marri ed sister in 
M ilwauk ee. 

T he most dangerous and the meane "t of the white slave tr ad ­
ers are the women who have ent ered this lucrativ e vice field. 
Snug fort un e have been made by the e beasts who prey upon 
their isterhood. \iVomen pa nder are ofte n creatures of super­
ior cultur e and int ellirrence, who ca rr y on their wretched busi­
ness with cunning and dispatch. Even a fo rmer school teacher, 
Dora Douglas, was convicted and sent enced to pri son in Chicago 
in D ecember of mos, for procuring girls from Milwaukee, \iVis­
consin, and other places. 

O ne would think that women wh o are naturally more sym­
path et ic than men would shrink from such a business. How ­
ever, tran sactions which involve ou trag es such as cannot be sur­
passed in the worst annals of hi storic mi rule, the se women 
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proc ur er of ten will pe r fo rm without the quive r of a lip, or the 
droop of an eyelash. Richly attired, of fascinating manner, 
sometim es possessing remnants of fo rm er beauty, and withal 
keen as razors, and sharp as steel trap s, t hese women are almost 
the most da ngerous creatu res exta nt in the civilized world. 
T hey gain th e confidence of girls more readily than do the 
men procurer s. They may be "Madams" procuring fo r their 
ow n resort s; or they may be mere agents, gett ing a st ipulat ed 
price fo r every girl they "land." 

A lma Kendall. who kept a house in Chicago, induced two girls 
to leave their homes in Memphi s, Te nnessee, and go to live 
in her hou. e. They were there for two weeks before th e facts 
came to light, and the Kendall woman was arrested. She was 
tried in court, convicted and sente nced by Jud ge Hopkins to 
serve ix month s in pri son, and pay a fine of thr ee hundred 
dollar s. 

In all. durin g the summe r mont hs, eleven per sons were con­
victed in Chicago for pandering. The tota l pri on sent ences 
wa s five years and ten month s, and the total fines, tw enty-seven 
hundr ed dollars . Thi s simply means that even in Chicago , 
wh ich thus far ha s been unique in its ardent pro secution of 
whit e slave trad ers, in most cases minimum sent ences have been 
imposed. In the city where the leadi ng men and women , both 
socially and comme rcially, are using money and influ ence against 
vice, and are . upporting an office that will not comprom ise in 
its fight aga inst whit e slavery it is quite the except ion to ha ve 
the maximum senten ce met ed out by th e court s. 

vVhat is the reaso n ? It is the same reaso n which keeps other 
citie s fr om instituting an y prosec uti ons at all. It is th e same 
reaso n which has nouri shed thi s white slavery in its infancy 
and un witt ingly encou raged it to wax fat and g row powerful. 
Th e reaso n is a sleeping public con cience. In the nerve rack­
ing race fo r money and powe r, the dollar ha s been glor ified 
above all thing else. Let some one steal a pocket book con­
taining a dollar, and thi s some one is ve ry likely to get the 
limit wh en he or she tand s before the judg e for sent ence. But 
let thi s same some one stea l one of our daught ers and sell her 
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body and soul, and in th e great majorit y of cases the sent ence 
is the lowest pos ible . 

It i not the ju dge who should be blamed fo r this. He is 
human and int erpr ets the laws according to tlie sta nda rd s of 
life abou t him. The trou ble lie. with the peop le who create and 
mou ld the se ta nd ards, th e peop le who allow pub lic officials 
to va lue a dolla r bill at a highe r rate than they va lue a human 
being. 

T he fo regoing numb er of ca ·es prosec ut ed in one city within 
a few month s, p roved by cour t record , dem onstrat es that white 
slave ry is a real issue. The e ca. es illu strat e th e more commo n 
artifi ces used by th e procurer s. T hey show u s how subtl e is th e 
ev il bu siness. T hey prove how fu t ile are pro ecu tions alone. 
F rosec usions serv e only to foc us th e pub lic mind on an atroc ious 
evil that has crept into our socia l structure. 

It is not our be! ief that by prosec uting whit e slaves th ey will 
be ex termin ated . \;Ve do kn ow th at in so doing we cu t off th e 
sou rce of supp ly of new recru its and thereby d imini sh the tota l 
num ber. H oweve r, the abolition of th e white slave traffic is 
imposs ible, und er ex isting conditi ons, through cou rt prosecu­
tion s alone. 

Th ose wh o have consi tent ly and hone tly fought white slav­
ery fu lly realize that to convict the slave tr aders i but to 
scrat ch at the surface of the pr oblem. Thi s has bee n but th e 
first g reat ta k. The nex t is to arouse th e pub lic conscience 
to its duty. 

vVornen have a ided so fa r. and cann ot but be import ant fac ­
tors now in th e compl ete abolition of the whit e slave tr a ffic. 
\ !\Then we look at the question squar ely we kn ow th at the only 
effec tiv e way to abolish wh ite slavery is to aboli sh the who le 
social evil. O ne goe with the oth er. White slavery furni shes 
th e fue l that feeds th e f1ame of the social evil. 

In thi s new era wh en men and women who sta nd fo r a 
high er moral tone in ociety are beginn ing to take th e reins of 
governm ent into th eir own hand , grea t things will be accom­
plished, pe rha ps not all at once, but speedily . 

The vice prob lem has pe rpl exed all ages and all peop les, but 
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in th e pa st men alone have rul ed. .\!ow that women a re comin g 
int o the ir own right let ns see what the y ma y do towa rd the so­
lu t ion of thi s prob lem. 

Professo r Zueblin sa id two or thr ee yea rs ago in Bos ton : 
"T hr ee great movements ar e shap ing soc iety at th e pr esent clay, 
th e political moveme nt , th e labo r movement and th e woman 
movernen t." 

A ll th ese move ments mu st work fo r a bett er mora l stan da rd. 
To acco mplish thi s we mu st not only plan fo r I resent clay needs, 
but we mu st look well to the futu re. 

In th e pa t few yea r a vig orous educational and lega l cam­
pa ign aga inst the dea lers in vice ha s been going on. 

Law s both nati ona l and State hav e been pa ssed and are now 
being enfo rced to some ex tent. 

Some State s have as ye t not legislated aga inst the tr affic in 
girl s. ·w omen in those Sta te · should organ ize a sys tematic 
campaign to secure thi s legislation. If th ey find the road ro ugh 
and filled with tho rn th ey should pr oceed cauti ously and per­
haps not ask fo r too mu ch at once. 

In Illin ois where th e first law aga inst pand ers was pa ssed, 
we fir st pu shed a law through which wa s fair ly effec tiv e, th en 
at the nex t sess ion we am ended that law and mad e it more 
broad and more effectiv e. 'vVe have ye t to ask th ere fo r a 
high er pena lty fo r the first offen se . 

J:--Iaving ecur ed a law again st the traffic in girl s, see that the 
public officials en fo rce th e law . T oo ofte n political influ ence 
will be used to pr eve nt th e activ e and sincere enfo rcement of 
th ese law . 

Does one fo r a moment believe that thi s wh ite slav e bu siness 
cou ld have grow n to such imp ort ance if it had not been pro ­
tecte d by officials who of ten maint ain sys tems of blackma il, · 
graft and tribut e as revo lting as th ey are dang ero us to the gen­
eral welfa re of soc iety. I t i fa irl y safe to say th at wherever 
houses of vice are opera ting in defiance of the law s, and most 
of th em are so do ing, some one is gettin g prot ection money. 
Thi s is th e political sore which women should help cur e. 

l\Io re imp ortant than the law aga inst pand er s i th e Injun c-
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tion and Abatement L aw which has been passe d by Iowa and 
Neb raska, because it gets right down to bed-roc k, to th e ve ry 
sour ce of th e whit e slave evil. Thi s is the house of di repute 
itse lf. 

Th e vvrit er is in fo rm ed that in the two above State s whit e 
slavery has been abolished . T herefo re, if both the P and ering 
L aw and the Injun ction and Aba tement La w can be passed, 
you will hav e exce llent weapo ns for th e attac k you should make 
in your Stat e. The women of Idaho having helped to pass a 
law aga in t pand erin g, are now busily workin g to secure an 
Injun ction and Abatement Law . 

W omen have played an import ant ro le thr oughout th e U nit ed 
States in laun ching and condu ctin g campaigns fo r laws whi ch 
will help abolish white slave ry. 

I t was th e women of California who caused the recent law s 
to be passed th ere. Th ey employed an attorn ey to dra ft laws 
suit able to th e needs of the State . ·w ornen of other St at e 
have succe sfu lly backed similar laws. T he nex t step is to 
demand their enfo rcement. 

In Seat tle, where it wa s believed that the laws aga inst vice 
were not enfo rced, the women shared honors wi th th e men in 
electing officials pledged to rigidly enfo rce th ese laws . 

In our effort s to abo lish the traffic in girl s, it does not seem 
fa ir to fight th e un fo rtun ate women who either gravitat e or are 
tri cked into lives of shame. Th e persons to fight ar e those 

_ who encour age, mainta m and protec t the social evil. Th at is 
where the laws of supp ly and demand enter int o th e quest ion. 

W hit e slave ry is th e outgrow th of a stimul ated demand, 
incited and encour aged by men and women, low and degenerate 
as they are grasp ing and ava ricious. 

Newspape r and cour t record s for seve ral yea rs pas t tell of 
the vas t numb er of girl s th at ar e inveigled int o disreputabl e 
resort s, Th erefo re, we mu st assume th at the volunt ary suppl y 
is not sufficient to meet th e demand. 

'Ne should remember that if there is no demand th ere will 
be no suppl y, 

\ i\Thy not wage relentl ess war aga in t those who create th e 
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dema nd as we ll as tho se who make up th e suppl y? 
\ i\Thy not in sist upo n the arres t and conviction of those who 

visit imm ora l houses, as .well as tho se who fill them as inm ates? 
These are practica l quest ions. 
They conce rn th e doub le stan da rd of mora ls wh ich men and 

women have established and main ta in. 
Soc ial ostrac ism of men wh o encourage the social evil has 

neve r been mor e than very faint-hearted ly attempted, owing 
pe rhap s to the "w hip-h and " men have held unti l recently in the 
wo rld' s econo mics . 

vVomen have felt that the y had to marry; it was th eir econom­
ic neces ity, or they thought it was. And men . kn owing thi s, 
have not felt the need of being scrupul ous. Th erefo re, girl s 
of the tend rest up-bringing , the most unquest ionable purit y, 
have been willingly give n by amb itious pa rent s, or have given 
th emselves, in marriage with men whose relation s to the social 
evil were noto riou . 

Howeve r, that time is now pa ssed, at least in America . No 
longer are women the serf s, nor the toys of men, but throug h 
educa tion and changed economic conditio ns they hav e ent ered 
into th e commercial and indu str ial lif e and are becoming more 
and more in lependent. 

It seems the time has ar rived wh en wome n should insist upon 
a single standa rd of mora ls for men and wome n. 

1\Jore impor tant , howeve r . than all the law s aga inst procurer s 
of wome n and the social evil ; more importa nt than the en fo rce­
ment of th ese laws are th e plans which are being deve loped 
fo r th e e lucat ion of our childre n rega rding publ ic morals. T hese 
are prevent ive. T hey look toward the futur e. 

V ice is a moral fa ult , a defect of th e natural character, or a 
defect as the resu lt of train ing and habits. 

T he social evil of the present age and th e white slave traffic 
which prin gs fro m it a re the result s of generat ions of mistak en 
training . 

A n Ame rican au thor living in Pa ri s is quoted as saying: 
"T he usual American girl of today is a half -sop histicated, wholly 
self-a ssured babe, wit h too much kn owledg e of the wo rld befor e 
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she i marri ed, and not enough of it after she is marri ed." It 
wou ld seem that ju st the rever se is tru e. l\Io st A merica n girls 
hav e too littl e kn owledge of the wo rld before marri age, and 
too much afterwa rd. Knowle lge of th e rig ht sort has been 
veil ed too much with mystery both fo r the boy and the girls . 
Mothers and father s have inh erit ed affected prudery, fa lse mod­
esty and hypoc riti cal inn ocence. Cas ting all the se aside is th e 
great est step forward to bette r morals and cleaner citi zenship 
which th e public men and women and the pro gressive educato rs 
of our tim e have mad e. Of cou rse. educa tion in thi s dire ction 
mu st be conducted along saf e and in telligent lin es. It may 
take generations to mou ld th e habits and train th e mind s in th e 
right channel. But it is possible of accomp lishment. In the 
homes and in th e schools and coll ges th e kn owledge of lif e 
that young peop le deserve to know houlcl be given them. Young 
men will then have a high er respect fo r womanhood. To boys 
and gi rl s life and its wonderful development an l its holiness 
should be explain ed in the right way and at the right time. 

Mighty thing are waitin g to be acco mpli shed, and the se 
thin gs ·women might help accomp lish with th eir ballot. 

, . ~ •:J:"!.}1.0 f,be Co-O perative Pres s ·~ 15 Spruc e St., New York 
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