
Overview In 2001, NOAA Fisheries implemented 
a strategic initiative to improve commercial fisheries 
economic data. Prior to 2001, cost data collections were 
sporadic with no data collected in some regions. All regions 
have improved their cost data coverage. As of 2016, 
operating cost data is available for 30% or more of fisheries 
in most regions and 80% or more in the Northeast and in 
Atlantic highly migratory species. Fixed cost data is 
available at coverage rates of 20% or more in most regions 
and at rates of 80% or more in some regions.

Cost data are collected using a variety of methods. 
Surveys vehicles such as mail, telephone, in-person, web, 
and add-ons to existing logbook and observer programs are 
used. Some surveys are mandatory while others are 
voluntary. For some fisheries, a census of trips are surveyed 
but most are sampled. All fixed costs are collected at an 
annual level. Operating costs are collected at a trip level for 
some fisheries and at an annual level for others. Some 
collections are ongoing (logbook/observer programs) while 
others are one to seven year intervals.
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Collected

OPERATING COSTS = Expenses that vary with the length and number of fishing trips.
Examples: Cost of fuel, food, fishing supplies, hired crew, etc.  Actual cost items collected may differ among regions.
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FIXED COSTS = Expenses that are incurred regardless of the level of fishing effort. 
Examples: Cost of  insurance, interest, accounting/legal fees, etc. Actual cost items collected may differ among regions.

Fixed Costs
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Atlantic HMS
FISHERY 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016
Bottom long-line - directed sharks

Limited access directed shark
non-bottom longline gear
General category tuna

Limited access non-longline
tunas / swordfish
Pelagic long-line

Northeast
FISHERY 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016

Loligo squid

Illex squid

Ocean quahog

Multispecies - small mesh species

Multispecies - large mesh species

Monkfish

Lobster

Tilefish

Summer flounder / black sea bass/scup

Spiny dogfish

Skate

Surf clam

General category IFQ scallop

Limited access scallop

Atlantic mackerel

Atlantic herring

Fishery
est. 2010

Southwest
FISHERY 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016
Albacore surface
hook and line
Coastal pelagic species

HMS drift gillnet

HMS harpoon

Southeast
FISHERY 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016

Fishery
est. 2010

Fishery
est. 2007

Gulf reef fish - non-IFQ

Atlantic coastal migratory pelagics

Atlantic dolphin-wahoo

Atlantic golden crab

Atlantic shrimp (federal)

Atlantic snapper-grouper non-IFQ

Gulf & Atlantic spiny lobster

Gulf coastal migratory pelagics

Gulf of Mexico grouper / tilefish IFQ

Gulf of Mexico red snapper IFQ

Gulf shrimp (federal)

Gulf shrimp (inshore)

Puerto Rico queen conch

Puerto Rico shallow water reef fish

Puerto Rico spiny lobster

South Atlantic wreckfish IFQ

St. Croix shallow water reef fish

St. Croix spiny lobster

St. Thomas & St. John queen conch

St. Croix queen conch

Northwest

Whiting mothership fleet

Whiting catcher processor

Salmon tribal (troller and netter) fleet

Salmon troller nontribal fleet

Salmon netter nontribal fleet

Open access groundfish
fixed gear

Limited entry groundfish trawl

Alaska
FISHERY 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016

Weathervane scallops

BSAI A80 groundfish

BSAI other groundfish

BSAI AFA pollock

BSAI crab

BSAI longline cooperatives

Central GOA rockfish

GOA fixed gear groundfish

GOA trawl groundfish

IFQ halibut / sablefish

Pacific Islands
FISHERY 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016

Hawaii offshore handline

Hawaii small boat (bottomfish)

Hawaii small boat (pelagic)

Hawaii small boat (reef)

American Samoa longline

American Samoa small boat

Northern Mariana Islands small boat

Guam small boat

Hawaii longline


