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GIESLER RECEIVES NRA AWARD
Cal Giesler, hunter safety supervisor
for the Game Commission, has been honored by the National Rifle Association
for his outstanding work in the field of
hunter safety training, particularly with
youth groups of the state.

The annual award in recognition of
this high achievement, a beautiful bronze
plaque, was presented to Giesler by Garth
Steltenpohl of Salem, regional representative of the Association, at a recent meet-
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ing of the Douglas Ridge Rifle Club in
Portland.

1969 Legislation
As usual, the Legislature was quite
selective in its consideration of legislation affecting the sport fish and wildlife
resource. Of more than 50 bills, resolutions, and memorials related to this subject area only 19 were passed. Generally
speaking, the record is a good one and
demonstrates the careful scrutiny to

which each measure is subjected as it
goes through the legislative process.

For the Commission there were successes and failures. Six bills were introduced at the request of the Commission.

Three passed and three failed. Of the
three that failed, one would have allowed
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third bill that failed was the most im-
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Each year the Association presents a
National Achievement Award to an individual who, in its judgment, has done the

most outstanding job in hunter safety
training and related conservation activi-

ties. In the latest nationwide competition, which includes the Canadian provinces, the top award was presented to a
gentleman from Washington. However,
Giesler was so close the judges decided
to make two awards instead of the cus-

The Cover
Essence of the Southeast Region. A coyote
peers from behind a stalk of sagebrush. See
feature article for more about the region.
Photo by Vic Masson

tomary one.
Since Giesler took charge of the hunt-

er safety work in Oregon, more than
138,300 young people have been trained
in the safe handling of firearms and have
been certified as safe hunters.

In accepting the award Giesler paid
tribute to the more than 3,000 volunteer
hunter safety instructors in all parts of
the state who have made the training

HUNTER SAFETY

TRAINING PROGRAM
Instructors Approved
Month of May
Total to Date
Students Trained
Month of May

Total to Date

program possible.
16
3,811

486
138,333

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1969

Fatal
Nonfatal
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owner would pay, contrary to the statute
requiring the Commission to pay taxes.
This measure was tabled by the House
Fish and Game Committee following testimony by a representative of the Scappoose School District
testimony with

which the Commission cannot agree

that its passage would seriously hamper

the District's bonding capacity and its
operational budget. In this tax year the
Commission paid in excess of $105,000
on lands it owns. It is the only state agency required by law to pay taxes in this
manner.

Of the three Commission-sponsored
bills that passed, two repealed unneces-

sary or archaic statutes and the third

changed the expiration date on game ani-

mal tags, permits, and the trapper's license from December 31 to June 30. This

will provide for more efficient administration of some of the late hunting sea(Continued Page 6)

BIRD REGULATIONS TO BE SET

At their June 7 meeting the Game

through the 30th. Dove bag limit would
be 10 per day and 20 in possession, while

Commissioners adopted tentative dates
for the 1969 mourning dove and pigeon
seasons. However, the dates will not become official until the federal framework

pigeon hunters would be limited to 8
birds per day or in possession. Information on the federal framework is expected sometime during the first half of July.

is received from the U.S. Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife.
As proposed, the dove and pigeon season would start on September 1 and run

The public hearing for setting the
1969 upland bird and waterfowl regulations will be held at 10 a.m. on August 16
at Commission headquarters in Portland.
JULY 1969

E SOUTHEAST
REGION
by Vic Masson
Southeast Region Supervisor

portions of the Malheur and Ochoco National Forests on the southern fringe of
is above 4,000 feet. The irrigated lands in

The terms southeastern Oregon and
Southeast Region are nearly synonymous.

However, to many people, southeastern
Oregon refers only to a vast, dry area of
sagebrush, rocks, jackrabbits, r a t t 1 esnakes, and lots of nothing. This is an
understandable impression if a person's
only chance to view this section of the

state has been from the blacktop at a
high rate of speed. In reality, a closer
look shows this to be picturesque and
interesting country providing an important segment of Oregon's fish and wildlife resources and outstanding geologic
and scenic attractions.
The Game Commission's Region 5 or

the Southeast Region includes nearly all
of Malheur, Harney, and Lake Counties
and a portion of southern Grant County.

On the south the region borders the
states of California and Nevada and on
the east, the state of Idaho. On the north
the boundary follows the headwater divides of the Burnt, John Day, and Crook-

ed Rivers, then across the desert from
Glass Butte to Wagontire to Fort Rock,
and on the west it follows roughly the
Lake-Klamath County lines. The boundary encloses nearly one-third of the land
area of Oregon but contains a population
of only 40,000 people. Over 70 per cent
of the land involved is in federal owner-

ship largely under the administration of
the Bureau of Land Management. The
region contains four game districts, two
fisheries districts, and the Summer Lake
Game Management Area. The regional
headquarters is located at Hines.
The Southeast Region covers a major
share of the so-called high desert of eastern Oregon. Elevationwise, all of Lake
County, most of Harney County, and a
considerable portion of Malheur County
GAME BULLETIN

Malheur County adjacent to the Snake
River drop as low as 2,100 feet in elevation. Much of the region receives an average of less than nine inches of precipitation annually.

In general, the high desert terrain is
fairly flat to rolling with extensive rim-

the Blue Mountains, and on the west,
most of the Fremont National Forest.
These are higher elevation and higher
precipitation areas supporting coniferous
trees. At the edge of the forests, juniper
and mountain mahogany stands grade out
into the desert. The remainder of the region, some 80 to 85 per cent of the land

any Mountains in Malheur County; and
Hart Mountain in Lake County. Steens
Mountain, at 9,670 feet, is the highest

area with the exception of agricultural
lands, is dominated by sagebrush cover.
The mountain ranges of this sagebrush
country such as Steens, Hart, and Trout
Creek Mountains, with minor exceptions,
have no conifers, only stands of aspen,
juniper, and mountain mahogany. Pure
stands of juniper cover many of the hills
and buttes throughout the desert.
Watersheds in the region consist of a
series of inland lake basin drainages and
two major streams with active outlets to
the sea. In Lake County, Warner Valley,
Summer Lake, Silver Lake, Goose Lake,

landmark in the region and highest of

and Abert Lake are the sump areas of

rock formations, rocky, sage-covered hills

and shallow lake beds dotting the landscape. Soils generally are alkaline with
heavy alkali deposits in many lake beds.
Several prominent mountains rise well
above the desert proper. These include
Steens Mountain and the Pueblo Mountains in Harney County; the Sheepheads,
Trout Creek, Oregon Canyon, and Mahog-

the peaks in the desert mountain ranges.
The north end of the region includes

fairly large inland drainages. The larger
drainages in Harney County sump into
(Continued Page 5)

Steens Mountain mule deer summer range
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Southeastern Oregon reservoirs grow big fish.
This 3-pound, 20-inch rainbow came from Delintment Lake. It was stocked as a "legal" one
year prior to the time it was caught.

Wildlife of southeastern Oregondoves, rattlesnake, and antelope. A small sample of the
many varied forms found in this part of the state.
Winter on Abert Rim, Lake County.
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(Continued from Page 3)
the extensive Malheur-Harney lake basin.
Both Goose and Malheur Lakes have out-

lets at very high water levels. Northern
Malheur County, northeast Harney Coun-

ty, and southeastern Grant County are
drained by the Malheur River system

which flows south and east into the

Snake River. The Owyhee River system,
also a tributary of the Snake River, heads
in Idaho and Nevada and drains most of
the south end of Malheur County.
Water is well distributed in the mountains of both the forest and sage country.
Live streams and springs are quite limit-

ed in the desert proper. Hundreds of
man-made waterholes have been constructed throughout the desert in shallow
lake beds and gullies to store spring runoff and thus maintain livestock and wildlife water for longer periods.
The region supports a surprising vari-

ety of fish and wildlifeboth game and
nongame species. The majority of Oregon's pronghorn antelope are found in
the Southeast Region. For the most part,
antelope range in the short sage and desert grasslands. Small herds are found in
isolated timber-surrounded valleys, some

in areas supporting scattered juniper
stands, and others adjacent to agricultural lands. Some of the largest herds
are associated with the desert lake bed
areas and short sage flats in the south
half of the region.

Mule deer are widely distributed
throughout the entire region in both the
forest and sagebrush areas. The larger
herds, with the exception of the one on
Steens Mountain, summer in the forested
areas and winter below the timber edge
in the juniper-sage belt. The Steens herd
spends the entire year on or immediately

adjacent to the mountain range itself.
Limited numbers of mule deer are resident to much of the high desert wherever

adequate food and water are available.
Cover consists mainly of high sagebrush
and rimrocks.

The timbered lands on the northern
fringe of the region sustain small scattered herds of Rocky Mountain elk. A
few elk are present in the western part
of Lake County. These appear to be strag-

glers from the Roosevelt elk herds in
the Cascade Mountains.

California bighorn sheep are found on

Hart Mountain in Lake County, Steens

Mountain in Harney County, and the

t-s

Owyhee River breaks below Mahogany
Mountain in Malheur County. These fine
game animals were formerly native to
much of the high desert.

A few black bear roam the forested
areas of the region. Cougar are fairly
GAME BULLETIN

Anglers at Yellow locket Lake.

rare but are occasionally seen in both the
desert and forest habitat.
The sage grouse or sagehen is widespread resident of the sagebrush country.

The unique spring courtship display of
the male sage grouse is a favorite subject
for nature photographers. Both blue and
ruffed grouse occur in limited numbers

at the higher elevations of the forested
areas of the region.

The chukar partridge, first released
in Lake County in 1951, has found most
of the region much to its liking. While
populations in Lake County are limited,
most of Harney and Malheur Counties
are prime chukar habitat. Chukars have
been recorded on the Steens Mountain
up to 9,000 feet in elevation in the early
fall.

The irrigated sections of Malheur
County along the Snake and lower Owyhee and Malheur Rivers are still some of

the most productive ringneck pheasant
habitat in Oregon. Pheasants are also
found in limited numbers in other agricultural areas in Malheur, Harney, and
Lake Counties.

Valley quail are common in and adja-

cent to agricultural lands, well out into
the desert and up to the timber edges
over much of the region. Mountain quail

and Hungarian partridge are found in
fair numbers in Malheur County with
only scattered coveys encountered elsewhere. A small remnant population of
bobwhite quail still persists in the Ontario to Adrian sections of Malheur County. Wild turkeys were hopefully added to

the region list of game birds with a release of 12 birds in northern Lake County
during the past winter. Substantial numbers of mourning doves nest throughout
the region. Ground nesting is common in
the sagebrush areas. Doves migrate from

the high desert in late summer as soon
as frosts or rains occur.

Extensive use is made of the main
lake basins of Lake and Harney Counties
in the spring and fall by migratory waterfowl. Up to 350,000 snow geese have been

recorded at Summer Lake during the
peak of the fall migration. Many species
of ducks and shore birds nest within the
region with the greatest production occurring in the remaining marsh areas at
the Malheur Refuge, Warner Valley, and
Summer Lake valley. Canadian honkers
are year-round residents of the lake basins and major drainages. The Snake Riv-

er and adjacent agricultural lands in
Malheur County are heavily used by wintering mallards.

Water supplies are not particularly
abundant in the Southeast Region, but all
suitable streams, lakes, and impound-

ments are managed for maximum fish
production. Most waters show some degree of alkalinity. Stored waters in particular are exceptionally rich in natural

foods, and trout exhibit rapid growth
rates. Stream flows tend to drop and
water temperatures rise sharply by early
summer so that normally only higher elevation streams remain productive after
that period. Also, normal annual evapora(Continued Page 6)
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tion loss may remove as much as three
and one-half feet of water from lower
elevation lakes and reservoirs.

Rainbow, cutthroat, and brook trout
are found in the regional waters with
rainbow predominating. Warm-water fish
species in the region include smallmouth

and largemouth bass, crappie, bluegill,
yellow perch, channel catfish, and bullhead catfish. No anadromous fish runs
now occur in the region. Kokanee and
coho salmon have been stocked in some
impoundments.

Although few natural lakes in the region are suitable for fish life, 13 are productive and are stocked with game fish.
These vary from clear, cold, spring-fed
lakes such as Wildhorse and Fish Lakes
on the Steens Mountain to predominantly
murky, alkaline sumps in the desert such
as Mann, Mule, and Squaw Lakes.

Impoundments provide the bulk of
the lake type fishing. Some 35 reservoirs

varying in size from the 52-mile long,
1,120,800 acre-foot capacity Owyhee Res-

ervoir to stock water ponds of less than
ten acre-feet capacity are managed chiefly for trout fishing. Minimum pool agreements assure a sustained fishery on four
irrigation reservoirs, but many others are

subject to complete drawdown during

by chemical treatment of the large portion of the lower Malheur River drainage. A similar project is scheduled for
116 miles of the remote and rugged Owy-

hee River canyon above Owyhee Reser-

voir to provide a new trout, bass, and
channel catfish fishery.

Most warm-water fishery waters are
in Malheur County. Owyhee Reservoir is
a particularly heavy producer of crappie
as well as good numbers of largemouth
bass. An intensive angler check on Owyhee Reservoir in 1966 indicated a total
catch of some 336,000 fish, the majority
of which were crappie. The Snake River
and upper Brownlee Pool have good populations of channel catfish and bass. Dog
Lake in Lake County is a very productive
bass, crappie, and bullhead water. Warm
Springs Reservoir in Harney County also
contains several species of warm-water

game fish including channel cats and
bass.

Principal nongame animals include
the coyote, bobcat, raccoon, badger, jack-

rabbit, and cottontail rabbit. Predator
calling is popular in the wide open desert
area. Jackrabbits appear to be generally
increasing after several years of very low
population levels. Heavy crop and range

damage occurs when these rodents are
at peak populations. Beaver, muskrat,
and mink are the most common furbear-

poor runoff years. Cottonwood Meadows,
Yellowjacket and Fish Lakes are heavily
fished Game Commission owned angling
waters.

ers of the region. The river otter is found
along the Snake and Owyhee Rivers in
limited numbers.
Southeastern Oregon is subject to pe-

Nearly all major streams are stocked
annually with legal trout. The fishery in
smaller and less accessible streams is still
maintained by natural production. Eigh-

riodic droughts that, if prolonged, may

ty-eight miles of new and productive
trout stream fishery were added in 1963
Drews Reservoir in Lake County.

have a serious effect on both the fish and
wildlife resources. Normally these condi-

tions are of a temporary nature, but

Southeast Region programs have to be
geared for such events.

LEGISLATION
(Continued from Page 2)

sons and result in less inconvenience to
the public.

The Commission was disappointed in

the steelhead, game fish measure that
passed. The question remains as to wheth-

er or not the steelhead is now, without
qualification, a game fish. Unfortunately,

an amendment that would have clearly
defined their status in the Game Code
was deleted from the bill prior to passage. No reasonable explanation for its
deletion was provided. The bill directs
the Fish Commission to recognize steelhead as a game fish and permits their
continued take in the Columbia River
commercial fishery.

Passed immediately prior to adjournment was a bill that drastically changes
the law covering the issuance of pioneer
and old-age licenses. Effective January 1,
1970, any citizen who is at least 70 years
of age and who has resided in Oregon for
five years will be eligible for a free fish-

ing or hunting license. In addition, any
citizen 65 years of age or over who has
lived in Oregon for 50 years will be able
to purchase a fishing or hunting license
for $1. The 1899 birth year limitation
now in effect was eliminated. The indigent provision of the existing law was
deleted. The exact financial implications
of these changes are difficult to predict,
but it appears likely that the Commission
will suffer a substantial loss as a result.

Another measure that passed establishes a schedule of civil damages for the
unlawful killing of certain fish similar to

the existing provisions applying to the
unlawful killing of game animals and
birds.

There were several gun bills, but
none of the more restrictive saw the light
of day. One of the gun bills that did pass
restricts the possession of loaded firearms and explosive devices in certain
public buildings, mainly in the mall area
at Salem, and in private or public schools
and surrounding campuses. This will
have the unintended effect of making it

unlawful to operate a firing range on
any school property. There are several
such ranges now. This is the kind of diffi-

culty that arises when restrictive gun
legislation is employed to control or forestall crime or violence.
A bill that would have given counties
broad powers to establish zones in which

the discharge of firearms would be pro-

hibited was amended to prohibit such

activity in a small area near the city
limits of Bend.

Most of the sport fish and game legislation that passed will take effect on
August 22.

R. C. Holloway
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Michigan's Coho Bonanza (?)
Coho salmon eggs shipped from Oregon and Washington to be hatched and stocked
into the Great Lakes have created a questionable bonanza in the midwest state. There's

no doubt these fish have created some tremendous fishing opportunities, but the

Two mountain goats trussed on the side of a
helicopter ready for their trip up to Tanner Butte.

MOUNTAIN GOATS PLACED
IN COLUMBIA GORGE
Four shaggy-maned mountain goats,
three nannies and one young billy, were
placed in the rough escarpments of the
Columbia Gorge on June 11 by Game

Commission and Forest Service personnel.

The goats were trapped by Oregon
and Washington game biologists in the
Timberwolf Mountain area of the Snoqualmie National Forest and hauled to
Cascade Locks by truck. From there the
new residents were flown by helicopter
up Eagle Creek and released on the east

slopes of Tanner Butte, a site selected
by Mt. Hood Forest Service personnel.
Bob Mace, chief of the game division,
said that the goats were obtained in exchange for 21 antelope captured last year

in Harney County and released in the
plains of eastern Washington. He hoped
that a few more goats could be captured
this spring to augment the small number

released as a little more insurance for
survival and reproduction.

This is the second introduction of
mountain goats in Oregon, with the first
plant made in 1950 in the high Wallowas
of northeastern Oregon. The first stocking of six animals proved highly successful, although with such a small nucleus
herd the reproduction and buildup was
slow. Since that time the animals have
increased nicely and have spread widely
throughout the Eagle Cap Primitive
Area.

Mountain goats are not native to Ore-

r." gon. The Columbia and Snake Rivers apparently served as natural barriers preventing south and westward migrations
into the state from Washington and
Idaho.
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following two items prompted our question mark after Bonanza.
Not only a sport fishery but an extensive commercial fishery was instituted on the
returning runs moving into various Great Lakes tributaries. However, in early March
things came to a rather abrupt halt when the Federal Food and Drug Administration
seized a number of the fish being shipped in interstate commerce.
Between the latter part of March and the middle of April the FDA initiated the
seizure of more than 34,000 pounds of frozen coho being shipped from Michigan to
Wisconsin because residues of DDT and its derivatives in the fish ranged from 13 to
19 parts per million. Concentrations of DDT in the Lake Michigan coho have increased
markedly since the species was first stocked in the lake in 1966, according to the FDA.
Residues of DDT in fish shipped in interstate commerce will be limited to 5 ppm under
an interim guideline announced in April by the FDA.
The FDA also suggested that sportsmen eating the fish should fillet them, since
DDT concentrates in the fat more heavily than the flesh. Filleting, as ordinarily performed, disposes of many of the major fat concentrations in the fish.
On another side of the coho story, William Koelzer, editor of "Michigan Out-ofDoors," provided an on-the-scene report of the fishery for Minnesota fishermen in
their department's publication. He prefaced it with reminders that the Michigan Conservation Department had no way of anticipating what would happen on their smaller
streams (they now restrict the angling to larger streams), and the coho program is
not being promoted to the detriment of other sport fishes. Here are some excerpts
from Koelzer's article, entitled "The Other Side of Michigan's Coho Story."
At Michigan's Bear Creek a conservation officer gave a "fisherman" a citation

for clubbing a coho. The eight other guys fishing the same hole gathered around
telling the conservation officer, "Get the hell outa here, you (blank), or we'll wrap a
wrench around your head."
The Michigan Out-of-Doors Field Editor, Gordie Charles, saw a woman drive over
a Platte River Bridge. When she saw the big cohos down below, she stopped the car,
fumbled a canoe paddle out of the trunk and began whopping cohos left and right.
She carried what she could up the bank. The other fish floated white, belly-up dead,
down the stream. That's nothingsome even used shotguns!
Michigan's Boy Scout Troop 67 gathered a truck-load of broken glass and assorted
junk from Michigan's Platte River-mouthjunk from "fishermen."
More common offenses included fishing in closed waters, selling cohos without
authorization, no fishing license, littering, hand-netting, spearing and using oversized
hookssome of ocean fishing size!
Three fish-poachers stole 60 small 41/2-inch cohos from Michigan's Oden State Fish
Hatchery in Emmet County. Ninety more fish lay dead on cement walks around the
pond.

Elsewhere, during weir operations, mobs screamed at conservation officers
screaming, "I gotta license, don't I? See it? I paid for those fish. I oughta get one!"
The mob at the Manistee weir wanted to float a log-jam downstream, smashing the
weir. Others, less subtle, talked about dynamite. George Shvala, conservation department man working at the Thomson weir, said, "It's a shame we have to have this
place fenced in just to keep people from attacking us."
Forty-five uniformed conservation officers stood their ground as 300 - 400 "fishermen" bellowed, "We'll kill ya. Give us our fish!" Being he-men, naturally the "fishermen" shouted filth and slime in front of the lady spectators. Few men cared for
reading explanatory Conservation Department leaflets which were distributed. The
frustrated "fishermen" screamed more filth and slime. Some arrested violators even
struck conservation officers, beating them to the ground.
Once, in mid-September, about 1,000 "fishermen," most carrying spears or proficient

snagging gear, caused every available conservation officer to converge on the Bear
Creek-Little Manistee area. Forty-four arrests were made just the weekend before
that. On September 21, hundreds of fishermen were discovered fishing closed areas
of Bear Creek.
These examples show behavior of some Michigan coho "fishermen." Some had
never held a fishing rod before in their lives. They wouldn't know a jam-knot from a
Royal Coachman. Fortunately, though, most Michigan fishermen, even most coho
fishermen, remain sportsmen first and always.
R. E. S.
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1969 Big Game Seasons
BY MAJOR PERIODS OF ACTIVITY
(Consult Regulations for Details and Exceptions)
AUGUST

SEASONS

Antelope

16

Archery

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

OCTOBER

SEPTEMBER

20

23

Early Deer

21

6

14

Western Oregon Deer

4

26
18

Eastern Oregon Deer

4

r;22
15

Rocky Mountain Elk

C1 19

1

Roosevelt Elk

15

Bear

23

9

31

Numbers Indicate First and Last Day of Seasons

?ffl Unit Seasons for Antlerless Deer and Elk

Bighorn Sheep Season: September 27 through October 2. Three tags Hart Mountain area.
Three tags Steens Mountain area.
THERE IS NO OPEN SEASON ON COUGAR or MOUNTAIN GOATS.

CLOSING AND DRAWING DATES
FOR 1969 TAGS AND PERMITS
Kind of Tag or Permit

Deadline Date

Drawing Date

Antelope, sheep, and
August deer permits

5:00 p.m.
July 25

10:00 a.m.
August 1

October and November
deer permits

5:00 p.m.
August 12

10:00 a.m.
August 22

Elk Permits

5:00 p.m.
September 9

10:00 a.m.
September 19

For application forms and information regarding application procedures
consult your local hunting and fishing license agency.
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