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This report provides a quick overview of Oregon’s recent crop and livestock production. The following
pages include 2003 preliminary estimates for production and value. In addition, there are revised
estimates for 2002 and 2001. Preliminary or first estimates are revised as needed when updated
information is received. All of the data reported here were in our database as of January 21, 2004. We
collect only farmgate level data. That means that no transportation charges or government payments
are included in our price estimates.

Web access is provided for you to review and download the publicly available numbers that we update
periodically in our database. The URL for our homepage is: http://ludwig.arec.orst.edu/econinfo. This
publication, as well as earlier versions, can be obtained by clicking on the “Commodity Data Sheets”
button on our homepage and then clicking on “All Commodity Summaries.”

To see any portion of our database accessible to the public, you may click on the homepage button,
“OAIN Databases.” No username or password is required; just click on the “Next” button below the login
boxes. You may then bring up preformatted reports on the menu provided or click on “User Defined
Report/Query” to create your own tables. These tables may be downloaded for printing or you may
cut/paste them into an EXCEL spreadsheet for further analysis.

We try hard to protect confidential data from being viewed by agricultural industry members or the
general public. That is done by hiding them within our database or by combining them with other com-
modities in county, regional, or statewide summaries. Our definition of confidentiality is similar to that
used by the Oregon Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA: any data that represent fewer than three
producers or one producer with 60 percent or more of the identified production are confidential.

The data we provide are obtained from a team of about 70 Extension agents and specialists from
around the state. They are knowledgeable about selected crop and livestock production in the counties
that they serve. These numbers reflect the best judgment of these OSU faculty members with respect
to commodity production, prices, and usage patterns over time. The data represent overall annual
values. It is important to recognize that their choices for aggregating data may shift the gross farm sales
ranking of specific commodities and sectors.

Commodities such as some livestock forages are frequently produced, in part, for on-farm use. A single
price estimate is made for each county’s production regardless of whether it is sold in an open market
environment or consumed as an input to the production of other commodities, e.g., beef cattle, dairy
cattle, or sheep. The value of production estimate reflects the entire value of the commodity without
regard to whether it is sold or consumed on-farm. The percent of sales for the commodity is also esti-
mated. That percentage is multiplied by the value of production estimate to derive the estimated value
of sales. Thus, for commodities that are consumed on-farm in other enterprises, the value of production
would be significantly higher than the value of sales.

A special thank you to Robert Clark, Dixon Creek Software, Corvallis, Oregon. Mr. Clark was the
programmer who created the software necessary to make the OAIN system operational. We are now
able to collect and disseminate data electronically through our Website. He continues to provide techni-
cal support and improvements for our system.
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