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BEEF PROGENY TESTING REPORT 1976-1977

A. T. Ralston and T. P. Davidson

There was a drastic reduction in the number of cattle entered in the progeny

test program of 1976-77. The depressed economy of the cattle industry and a

%more closely controlled minimum weight no doubt influenced the decision each

breeder faced.

Eighty-eight head of cattle from eight different breeders finished the

test. Results of the test compared favorably with tests of previous years as

shown in table 1.

Table 1. Summary of eight years progeny testing for average daily gain and
liveweight or carcass weight per day of age

Average daily gain, lb	 Liveweight/day, lb	 Carcass weight/day, lb 
Year	 Heifers	 Steers	 Heifers	 Steers	 Heifers	 Steers

1969 2.39 2.60 2.08 2.22 1.24 1.34
1970 2.42 2.67 2.22 2.31 1.32 1.41
1971 2.69 2.76 2.24 2.40 1.32 1.46
1972 2.38 2.56 2.15 2.34 1.33 1.42
1973 2.15 2.79 2.23 2.45 1.32 1.46
1974 2.46 2.76 2.21 2.44 1.33 1.49
1975 2.50 2.81 2.16 2.37 1.30 1.43
1976 2.68 2.84 2.37 2.53 1.44 1.56

Two rations were used during the test as shown in table 2. Although the

cattle were slaughtered at heavier weights o the amount of backfat remained the

same as the previous year. The percent of estimated trimmed cuts was almost

one percent greater. This is no doubt a reflection of the percentage of cross-

bred cattle in the test. Care must be taken in pen comparisons due to hybrid

vigor expressed in the crossbred cattle.

A. T. Ralston is professor of animal nutrition; T. P. Davidson is superintendent
of the Umatilla Branch Experiment Station.



Table 2. Progeny test rations

Ingredients to 850 lbs to slaughter

Alfalfa 15.00 10.00

Beet pulp 10.00 10.00

Steam rolled barley 59.25 66.75

Trace mineralized salt 0.75 0.75

Limestone 0.50 0.50

Molasses 7.00 7.00

OSU (40% protein) supplement 7.50 5.00

The variation in carcass weight per day of age was much less this

year. This may mean that the less desirable sires have been culled.



PEN NO.	 BREEDER'S NAME 

	

1	 C & B Livestock Co., Hermiston, OR

	

2	 Dan Landers, Wilsall, MT

	

3	 Tom Dashiell, Fairfield, WA

	

4	 Tom Dashiell, Fairfield, WA

	

5
	

Dan Landers, Wilsall, MT
Tom Dashiell, Fairfield, WA
Harrell Herefords, Baker, OR

Brent Horn, Hermiston, OR

	

7
	

Brent Horn, Hermiston, OR

	

8
	

TT Herefords, Connell, WA

	

9
	

TT Herefords, Connell, WA

	

10
	

TT Herefords, Connell, WA

	

11
	

Ernest Patjens, Maupin, OR

	

12
	

Brent Horn, Hermiston, OR

3
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