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I was reading a book when. . .  

. . . there was loud thunder.  
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Then, the lights went out, and it was dead silent. 
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I tried to shuffle my way through the dark towards 

the window carefully but hit my knee on the table. 

It was eerily quiet, but I didn’t mind. I felt 

something significant coming.  
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As I inched towards the window, the sounds slowly 

faded.   

I parted the blinds to peek outside, disturbing the 

silence in the process.   
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I saw my older sister, Shakti, standing in the wind, her 

posture and arms open as if welcoming the incoming storm.  
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The hissing sounds tried to break the silence.  

But I was distracted trying to figure out what my 

sister was doing. I admired how fearless she looked.  
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I decided to let the blinds fall and go outside to find 

out what my sister was up to.  
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I tried to find my way to the door in the dark, but I 

jammed my toe on my way there.  
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As I neared the door, I found myself running towards it. 

I got closer, and the mysterious noise grew louder and 

louder until I was consciously processing the stimuli.   
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The door flung open when I pulled it, as if it was 

unhinged.  
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I hadn’t realized that my brother was also outside. 
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Puzzled, I turned to find my sister gathering wind 

under her arms, her shawl, and her hair. I was amazed.  

Slowly, she caught more and more wind until her feet 

no longer seemed to be firmly planted on the ground.  
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It didn’t take her long to catch more wind and be 

lifted even higher in the air.  



I f  Y o u  B e l i e v e  
 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My brother took her advice to heart and started to apply 

it right away! I was still trying to process what was 

going on.  
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The picture above is from that day at the DV Center. We decided to 

take a family picture when we were taking single, passport-size 

photos for the lottery application.  
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