
DISCUSS0oPTE0Ao!!A ?1If

Special eport No 6

AS a re1t of n rouc complaints it has been felt necessary to ue*

tify the esnt Commission relations on the tims of closed season for the

of Horse clams in the Coos ay area. This report suiarisec the bas-

is of the regtlations.

In brief, the follcnvin are the points corizder*d at the priblX heaz

irig &ly 22, 194f at which the r.-latios were propoMed:

1 Data presented showed horse clams to be in very poor eon4i%ion fo.

Iowthg their spawning period. If permitted to recover before being d1 the

$an' clans will produce over 80% additional poii a of food,

2 Data presented showed, the horse clams to be deoliubj in suidance

in nfl area involved.

3. Since -there is so such xssta of pøtenttai food by d.igg$sg dur-'

ing and following the smsning period, suppls*t.d by the last that 'the

stocks are declining in abwiiauc., a. closed season during spawning period

sas decided upon without say ppo sit ton whatsoever,

iiver, arioi.s differing opinions me erpressed as to th. correct

ti for this closure. At the present all opposton or complaints that have

been noted still center sbcut this last toint. ¶!herefore, this report iIU

consider the desirability of $ closed season, a proven and agreed upon ts

tar, the only 'u,atiori being propt tiwe for mzeb.

Periodic checks cri the clams in Ya',uina Bay during 1947 and 194a eho

ed. beyond any reaeorabie dobt that the horse olsus started spawning ilL early

cbruary for that year, and that by March 22, all but 4% were spawning, with

77% listed as totally spawned. Although exact percentage counts are not a

vailable for other bays, observations havo shown spawning to Occur at the
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ae ziat t i i oriy Epr1. Th £t. ot stto

of Vb* kes ha fooM npbiahe thta) ttat tii.e ho re oa

4in ThDr.v1 end rob in their w$tezl.

wta 1ee *Ln%at ot by sr.r4 tMi,14ua3s et t QbUe zertn,

the 4iIM of zin$ y Vary tat fron hey to bay bit it i*o 'ver'isa

within e*oh bsy 1n on area, 4 tro sear to ear. UhOh i

uate ftrs r axy of attos itis a

thtt the,)! tO i*t bII,t tIIU' i$ flQ .titene to ir4ita% u
tjvø ti o'epenoLer, br eep the e*rlieei tie repcfl.t at the

4rin Jaerj (in tay).

a teral uan for the n$fre etate was Lestrs in itzo with

$bpttfteatiOA of the cider j .awe the eixL date of

1 wea rine84 khia deeite the tact that t14 CiUtc

no data to diate erai aLg tt eaxLy. aae.ver it was

wsted with the ilea t tee thc e yin the bSre nt.ton*d tariat ions

betve*n tifftrent waya eM bteee tf.tet reei wi thin a ch a

c.edi was f&t Jtifisi in thie caee en carete dnta also .hoed

a tOclie in vdch ootid be rtiaUy tfset by a renatien in fih*

in intanzity b t1s I ttions. The un ,po3Jcy es faUcwM in rsL

to 'tas oenin date of i1 at wijcb tia toe ujable at Z& wet foM

to he aIy between the two tr*es t!e4iijna My).

xact 4ata tor the case in ustion, Cooe )ay i fufly *1rt. Ozi

i tw sets of ezact yield firs are nsaiinble; a7 2, 148 when rweo

er4i o sabI* oent over total aeM fired. e2.i% ent JLy a a

area when the conarabla tiwe was 4$.S%. s*

eoewIint lower than na ky for coarab1s tines bt ft I.e ect

ther this i dne to etiht1 Inter epawio, sot slower r*CO'.'Sry
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Fr

from sawn1n, or nreIy a natrai lower yield. ftzr fr Coo* Bay. It will

not be o ible to anrn thj u.ntil. the rs or Coos ay are 4etermined.,

It was noted. at the tine that thy dais listed. abote hM spawned. at

(I.nth 94 ui sss obtain,d. by d.i.gin in the water, This claw, however, wai

partIali spwne&, Zn view *f the nub.r ot copiatnt that hays been re

cdvd. th matter will be cheeket aa1n t the nxi opportmity.

weer, w1i little d.ats i avai1.abe e* zmt show sni ttriking Ov

istion in the epawnin tii ot the bora clam in Coos )e.y agaiust that ronnd.

in the TAqiina. it is frtaly bel&esd. by th ,ritm that a coplet inv,strn

iati,n will the o'rerall beds crrpond quite closely to the other

hays i this mtter.

ao.r oUson
Lowell D arre
Rioiotst s

cb II, 1.949
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weer, w1i little d.ats i avai1.abe e* zmt show sni ttriking Ov

istion in the epawnin tii ot the bora clam in Coos )e.y agaiust that ronnd.

in the TAqiina. it is frtaly bel&esd. by th ,ritm that a coplet inv,strn

iati,n will the o'rerall beds crrpond quite closely to the other

hays i this mtter.

ao.r oUson
Lowell D arre
Rioiotst s

cb II, 1.949

from t}lawntn.r, or m~:req • aatunl l~W~~J:r T~lt).4 t~• tor eooa Bq. lt will 

': AOt lie possible to ~•r thit util the •x:tremea tol' Cooe Jay an determined. 

lt nJ noted at the '\t. th~ trw •lams l111ted aboTe h*'1 ·~a. at 

an undatermi~le ea:rlist datt. A btiet eltUinl!'tion of ever 50 ol~.N~t Oil ~~ 

•n 1-'• 1949 thowed the •JcrltJ' to 'be llOt xe' epa..a.. with onl$ 1 el.am 

opeeit1oa.lly aott'td AD "iq in thin,- poor oendit$.oa. lndieaUq apaalnc. 

AD attempt to ol'JU.in mr\t PiUttine:nt uta on ~ch lit 1949 was \UliU.••••ta.l 

Aue to a hea;vy aut:t' Qutsiu boldine the tit• u.p a.t uaat • tot oYer tt• 

prilloted value &nd prewuttn« MS#b.~ the ala 'be4ar. on17 one 8!UUl tla 

(l$aath M tam) as ~.ibta1.4 li~ 41Qiq 1a tu •tel". filii clam, UWHRJi _. 

' -pnlall;r ~mltJ4. la l'ift 1ttt the :mi.11ber ot CoDS,Plab.t• th&t hAY.e 'bMn ~ 
. . 

•.l "' th,e. mtter 'lrl.ll-~ chftetet a«abl at 1he next ept;Ortu.tt.r • 

Bi)we\'•r• Ytbat lU·tl.e. uta 1• tAVallable &iet ttA)1 show ·1m3 •·bikUI 4e.-

1at5.cn bt the spa.wniq timt of the hone el.am in Cool Be.T ~iaat tb&t to'Wld 

in the !aquiaa. -It: U t::.rtn11 lre,li~~ed 'b3 the 'Nl."itera that a CO~J~~le1<J i.rmtJt. 

t-.~~ta will ••• ihe ovavall b:rilt to eo.~e]l6l14. quite oleaelJ to tm. ct~r 

'baJs ir. thlt stt•~• · 

ROc\u• !l'ollflfsoa 
Low&ll n. lf'an1ace 
Bioloihte 
~h 11, 1949 
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