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DISCUSSION OF THE HORSE CLAM SRASON - COOS BAY 1941

Speelsl Report NHo. 6

A% a result of mumercus eomplainte it has been felt necessary H¢ juse
tify the present Commission regulations on the time of cloved season for the
dizging of §§r§e clame in the Coo# Bay area. This report sumuarises the bas-
i3 of the regulations,.

In brief, the follewing are the points considered at the public hesr-
ing July 22, 1948 at whieh the regulations were propounded;

1. Dota presented showed horse olams to be in very puvor sondition folws
lowing theiy spawming psricd. If permitted to recover before deing dug, the
sams ¢lame will produee over 80¥ sdditional pounds of food,

2, Dats presented chowed the horse ¢lams to be deslining in abux
ia all arsas involvad.
3. Sinece there is# so nuch wastage of potential food by digging dur~

'-ins and fullowing the epawning period, wupplemenied by the fact that the

stocks are declining in shundange, = closed season during spawning peried
waz desided upon without eny epposition whatspsver |
Howsver, various differing opinions wers exprussed as to the correct
time for this elosure, At the present all opposition or complaints that have
been mﬁa& still senter about this last point. Therefore, this report will
consider the desirability of a ¢lomsed season, a proven and agreed upon mai-
tar, the only question being proper time for waeh. 7
Fericdic ehseks on the ¢lams in Yaquina Bay during 1947 and ,ma show=
od beyond any reasomable doubt that the horse clmms #iarted spawning in early
Fedrusey for that year, and that by ¥areh 22, all but 4% were spswning, with
774 1isted as totally spawned. Although exact percentags counis are nol a-
vailablas tarr other bays, observations have shown spawning to oceur at the
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sams spproximste Lime, i.94, vory early #pping. The States of Fashingiom Dee
partzent of Fisheries hes slso found [unpubdlished dota] that the horse olam
spaams during Pebrosry sad Hareh in {heir waters.

42 wae alsc rointed out by several imdividusls st e pablic hesring,
the time of spawniag mey vary scmewhat from bay to bay Yvud i% alsc varise
within esch bay depending upon area, sad Irom jesr to year. Although no ade
squate figures sye avnilebls upon any of these varistions i% iu a foregone
eonclusion that they do exist, but there is no evidenve to indicate excese
eive time discevspancles, Yor exasple, the earliest time reporied ai the
hearing was during Jamary {(ia Tillamook Bay)s

Sizcs & gausyal ssason for the entire state was dssired in line vith
waeh needed simplificstion of the older set of laws, the slosing dsts of
January 1 war resomsendeds This suw despite the fact ihad the wn&w
he# 5o data to indicate gemersl spawnisg thet esrly. However, it was sug-
geted with the ides of guarantesing eovering the befors meationed varistions
batvesn different jyewars, snd detween 4ifferent areas ﬁimi’aknfmo fuch &
proceedurs was fait Justifisd in this case whoese conerels data alsc showad
s degline in stocks which sould b mﬁkﬁx effset by & redustion in fish+
ing intensity by time limitations, The same policy was followed in vegard
to the opening éate of July 1; 2t whieh ¥ime the ugable msat yisld was found
$0 be balfway betwean tha {wo exireses [Yequins Bagle ;

Bxses data for $he case im question, Cood Bay, is woafilly short. Ome
1y two sets of esust yisld figuves are svailable; sy 28, 1948 when recove
ery of uzadle msat over total mest figared 52,74 and July 9, 1948 (from s
d1ffsrest aven) shen $he somparsble flguce was 49.5% These figures uppess
somewhat lower than Tasulns Bay for dompersble Simes but it ls 208 hnewn
whether this iz dun to slightly laler spawning, someehal elower resovary
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from vpawning, or mersly a& natural lowsr yield figure for Coos Bay. It will

not ba possibls to snswey thiv until the extremes for Coos Bay are determined.
ned at

It was noted at the times that the clams listed sbove had spaw
an undsisrminable earlisr dates A& brief examination of over 50 clams on Janw
uary 14, 1949 showsd the mejority $o be not yed spawned, with only 1 clam
specifieally noted as being in thin, poor condition, indicating spswning,

An atteupt to obiain more pertinent data on Esrch 10, 1949 wamr unsuccesaful
Gue %o a hesvy surl cuteide holding the tide up at least two feet over its
predicted value and prevsnting resching the main beds. Only one small ¢lam
{length 94 mm) was cbtained by digging in the water. This elam, however, was
partially spswnsd. In view of the number of ss@l&:ﬁi tﬁ;ﬁ have besn re-
¢eived the matter will be checked again at the next opportunity. i

However, what 1ittle data 1s sveilable dows rot show any striking deve
iation ia the spawning time of the horse clam in Coos Bay againet tha‘:b found
in the Yaguinma. It is firmly Belizved by the writers that a complets investe
igation will slow the oversil bads to corraspond quite clossly to the other

bags ir this metter,

Roger Tollafscu
Biologiste
Yarch 11, 1949




