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IPM systems have been developed for a variety of crops in the
Pacific Northwest to minimize losses to insect pests and
reduce the use of pesticides.
In the Willamette Valley the
most comprehensive IPM programs are those developed for
peppermint, snap beans and filberts.
Each of these programs
used field sampling techniques (sweep samples, pheromone
traps, etc.) to assess presence and abundance of insect pests
and economic thresholds to determine the need for pesticide
application.
OSU offered the programs as a service to
growers

for several

both pest

seasons and demonstrated reductions

in

losses and pesticide use.

In spite of the effectiveness of IPM programs, they have not
always been widely adopted by growers.
The sweep net
sampling plan for Diabrot ica in snap beans is not used by
growers, processors or consultants.
Pesticides are usually
applied on a prophylactic basis for this pest and pesticide
use does not appear to have declined since this program was
developed.
The snap bean IPM program also demonstrated a
sampling system for Symphylans which reduced treatment for

this pest by 50-70%.
Growers have only reduced treatment by
15-25%, and most growers have not sampled for Symphylans—
thus risking losses to undetected infestations.

Similar

examples can be cited for the peppermint and filbert
programs.

Failure to implement IPM programs results in financial loss
to growers and, in most cases, an unnecessary pesticide load

on the environment.

We need to know why IPM programs are not

adopted by growers.
This would help improve IPM education
and delivery.
It might also help focus IPM research in areas
that are more likely to be accepted by growers.

73

