INTERVIZWS WITH OYSTER GROWERS IN TITLAMCOK BAY
WITH RESPECT TC DAMAGE TO OVSTERS BY BREAK THROUGH.
Tﬂﬂ BAYOCEAN SPIT. FEB. 11, 1983, KDW

At sbout 1200 hours Feb. 11, 1953 inspecited the area of the
brealk- Through from the south SLde of the gap. & splt has formed
exbending in towards the bay a distance of 575 paces (about 15007)
from the seaward high water line, so that a lagoon is formed by
the spit and the & ore west of Pitcher Foint{Diggs Foint), As
far as could be seen from the gouth side of the Breslk through,there
is only one small island about 500 vards from the south side, The
remaining distance to the north side of the bresk-through belng
an unbrcoken expanse of water at high tide.

INTERVIEWS:

¥r. Foland (one of t' e pariners in Tilamook Oyster Co.)
Ovater land destroved through actlon of the break-thru amounts %o

% chdins destroved plus one partlally destroved. This land wasg valued
by lr. Foland at %500/a¢r@, This lend wag reported to produce marketable
ogsters in 2 vears, as oppossd to 2L vears further upbay. 4n esh-

imated 25,000 bushels of oysters wepe cove eﬂ oy uana hen the
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brsakthry cccurred. OF this, 800 bushels were seed and Ehe remalnder

24,200 bushels were harvestable oysters.(Note: these might be valued
at ©2/bushel on the beds). Thus less by the Tillemock Oyster Co.
et nresent emounts td a total of $123,400,

In the event that a dike -is. not econstructed Mr., Foland stated
that they would be foreced ocut of business. The value of their entire
holdings and ecuipment in Tillamook Bay were valued at $394,500, and
in addition there would be the wvalue of the oysters presently on
the beds. The total screage either owned directly by the company
or members of the familf¥es amoubts to 725 scres and the plant is
valued at $32,000 4 In the event the dike gees In, the loss will
shdunt the present damage of $125,400, |

At pressnt the Tillamoock Oyster Co. hes an order in for 400
cases of seed oysters from Japan, however, 1f o dike 1sg to be buils
this order will be increased by an additlonal 300-600 cases.

Fost of thelr seed in the past has come from Japan but at ipr-

regular intervals they get some from Willgps Bay where they lease



sbout a mile é-$ae%%£%%# by the Naselle River Brifige. [In 1950 they
obtained about 4000 bushels of seed from Willapa. This seed gave
returns of about 1:4, however the originsl cost was only abecut
$0.50 per bushel as opposed to about $3.00/bushel for Japanese seed.
Uysters in Tillamook Bay appeared to fatien sg ususl this year and
at oresent are in good conditlion.

Mr. Foland stated thalt they are having guibe & bit of trouble
with trash cecllecting on the beds making it diffieult bﬁ havvest

the oysters, and 1t also causes some mortality. Thls trassh upon

insveection seems to be bits of bark, possibly some sawdust, twigs,

and so Torth. Mr. PFoland thinks this debris comes down river and«lme-

INTERVIEYW WITH EARL OLSON

Yr. Clgson owns claim # 35, comprising 50 acres which he valued at
$1000/ zcre. This is his only claim in Tillamook Bay and was his
main source of income. Thisg elaim is now covered with sand to an
maximuom depth of one foot. The ovsters and ovster seed which were
on the claim prior to the were not salvaged and the loss was este
imated by Mr. Olson at 10,000 bushels at a value on the beds of $2,00
per bushel or $20,000. Thus Mr, Olscn puts his total loss at approx-
imetely $70,000, It was claimed by Mr. Olson thet marketable oysters
could be.gTOWﬂ in 18 months on the claim. In 195C he planted 800-
1000 bushels of seed oysters from Willapa Bay, 1951 50 cases (100
bushels} of Japanese seed, and 1952 150 cases (300 bushels)of
Japanese seed, Most of this seed was planted at the rate of 20 cases
(40Bushels) per scre.

In the event thet ¥he dike is gonstructed along the proposed
line, Mr. Clson thinks he might salvage about one-halfl his claim, or

about 25 acres. ‘If the dike does not go through his loss will be



Tarl Clson Interview (con't.)

the $70,000 stabed above plus some undetermined amount fob his
home opening plant, if he Is not able to obitain another claim in
Tillamook Bay,

Mr., Olson stated that there had been a naturdl set of Japanee
oysters in Tillamook Bay in the vicinity of Pitcher FPéoint in 1947,
and that he collected some of the sesd and put on his claim.

Starfish in Tillamook Bay do not present too much of a problem
to the ovster growers.

Mud 8hrimp are somewhat of a problem as they pump gquantities
of mud snd sand to the surface and it sebtles on the beds, smothering
the oysters.

Vr. Olson stated that returns from seed from Willapa Bay would

run 4:1 while returns from Jap seed would fun 25-50:1,

RAY THOMAS (Mgr. Handley claims in Tillamook Bay)

My, Thomas stated that the ovsters on two claims, the Ruth
Beals claim and the Alice Foster claim, have been destroyed by'
being covered with sand and that the ovsters on the W.8. Poster claim
are vartially salvageable. This represents 100 acres destroyed and
another 50 acres on the verge of being destroyed,. Er,"Thomas valued
this land at %500f$1000 ver aere ($750 used for csleulatbions) making
a land value of $75,000 for the lost areas . Mr. Thomas estimated that
there were 12,000 galdons of oysters(shucked meats) on the above elaims,
from plantingzs of 650 cases (1300 bushels) of seed, some of which
may be salvaged. <This represents the vresent harvestable crov. Lhe
total estimated loss on these claims Was_estimated at 32,000 gallons,
or ang additional 20,000 gslloms added to the above figure of 12,000
galloms. (At a fipure of $2/gallon on the beds this would give a
present loss of $24,000 dollars and a total loss of $64,0GO for oysters

alone s
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Thus at present, 1f none of the oysters are salvaged, the loss on
the olsims menaged by Mr. Thomas is $99,000, snd if none of the
claims sre saoved the loss will amount to $139,000 for land and
OHELErBe

In the event that 2 dike 1la buillt on the proposed line Nr.

Thomas thought that about a eclaim and & half (75 acres) would be
salvaged. If no Bike 1g constructed the Total loss is the above figure
of $139,000.

During the vpast few years approximately 3060 czses (600 bushels)
of seed were planted on these c¢laims. Mr. Thomss stated that the
carrying capacity of the land was around 800 cases (1200 bushels)
per vear. According th these figures production on these grounds
could be doubled. (This might amount teo 12,000 gallions,or bushels,

o' oyaters per year instead of aboutb 6,000)

Mp, Thomas stated that #£¥ 18 months after planting the ovsters
had grown to where they produced 40% of size 10=12 end approximately
equzl guentities of 12-15 and 15-18 gr=de oysters, i.c. 30% of each
off the labter two grades.

Vr. Thomas does not break the clusters of ovsters as he considers
the mortality too high. Instead he practices "thinning” to reduce
thelpopulation densitys

Judging by the length of some of Their wmarkers, FYr. Thomas thinks
as much as 10' (fen feel) of sand has washsd over the claims.

My, Thomes offered to take the biologlsbts out on the oyster

beds whenever arrangemenss could be maHe.

MR, ROBOSKY

¥Mr, Robogky stated that he has lost about 250 seres of oyster
ground in Tillamook Bay due to the break-thru of the Bavocean srit.
He valued this land ab from $50 to $500 dollars ver acre. (I was

unable to determine his idea of the total loss, so estimated 1t
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$295 per acre for the 250 acres or $68,750.) He further stated ihat
he lost approximately 2,000 bushelg of oysters {at @2)_bush@l this
aquals $4,OOO)e Thus at present his total loss is aboutb @725750

for land and oystefsq

If a dike is constructed.along the ?roposednline hisg land loss
will be ocut to about 100-150 =cres (if 125 ascres at %275/ /acre -
$34,375) He estimated hils potential operation (if unaffected by
State Sanitary Authority) at 50,000 - 80,000 bushels/yesr. Loss
of the ground if dike is constructed (125 scres) should then curtall
about a quarter of his production since he owns 600 acres in Till-
amock Bay, Hig vearly pfoductiom would t en be about 40,000 buéhels
instead of 50,000,

He consgiders that marketable oysters can be rcised on the grouﬁds
in Tillamook 3ay in 18 ~ 24 months.

Chtained a sample of Kumamobog oysters from him. He eaid they
were & year old oysters. These oysbers probably were from the vicinity
of the south end of elaim #27, Bigegs Cove Oyster Farms,

See attached chabt for claims owned { or claimed to be owned)
by Hr, RHobosky.

lir. Robosky 1s quite bitter about the action of the State Saﬁin
tary board In condemming the grounds in Tillamock Bay as not fitto

relse oysters. Thinks it was aimed at putting him out of business,



