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MEMORIAL - Marche Chase
With deep regret we note the passing of Marche Chase (Mrs. Clarence). For many
years she was an enthusiastic member of our Board of Directors. Her contributions
were many. One of the greatest importance was the building of a miniature replica of
the old Peters house, 16th and Lincoln Streets, which has now been listed for historic
preservation. This exquisite model is on display at the Lane County Museum, where it
is much admired.
We will miss her charm, her great interest and her encouragement to young people
to learn more of our heritage and of the ancestors who made it possible for us to enjoy.
The Society is grateful to those who have made contributions in her memory.

- Hallie Hills Huntington, President

ELMIRA, OREGON

-

A Photo Story

by Loris Inman

"Elmira, Lane County
In 1925 Amos F. Elimaker informed the writer that Elmira was named by his brother, Byron
Etimaker, for Elmira, California, a place that the greatly admired. About 1884 Byron Ellmaker
bought a location for a wood and iron smithy near the present site of Elmira, which was then
called Duckworth. Ellmaker did not like this name, and persuaded postal authorities to change
it to Elmira." (McArthur, Lewis A., OREGON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES, 3d ed., 1952, pg 211)

Isaac Duckworth, aged 25, and his wife, Julia Ann (Kent) aged 21, arrived in
Oregon on September 26, 1851. The Oregon Donation Land Claim law had been passed
by Congress in December, 1850. The preparation for the long trek to Oregon usually
took a full year but the Duckworths came the following spring and settled on a claim
that is now the town of Elmira. The first name of the post office was Long Tom, named

from the river which flows to the south of Elmira. Later the name was changed to
Duckworth, and finally to Elmira.

Isaac and Julia Duckwurth - Elmira pictures from Loris Inman collection except where otherwise niiled.

There were four children born to the Duckworths: Mary F., born in 1850, married
(1) John Cheshire and (2) William Ragsdale; Lucinda Missouri, born in 1852, married (I)

John Thompson Inman and (2) Anderson Cheshire; Lane Joseph, born in 1855, and
married Arvilla Hale; and Thomas Jefferson, born in 1859 and married Virginia Taylor.
Mr. Duckworth must have been a shrewd businessman. He began to sell parts of his
claim and buy other claims. He once owned 1200 acres of land. In 1892 his son Thomas
subdivided into 25 lots a tract that now is in the middle of Elmira. They are bounded by
Main, Inman, Jefferson and Taylor streets. Lane County records show that Isaac and his
son Thomas gave 35 deeds for land in and around Elmira.
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Fourth of July Parade, about 1900

This picture is of the first long bridge across the bottom from present Elveta to
Elmira. The down ramp at left is across the road from present Elveta Service Station.
The band is marching away from Elmira. It was a July 4th celebration parade. They
were not going anywhere. There were no towns close by. Veneta and the railroad were
about 14 years in the future. The parade formed in Elmira and marched to the end of the
bridge, nearly mile, then turned around and marched back to the picnic. The privilege
of marching behind the band in the parade was a great attraction. At least one year, and
possibly all years, they marched across on the bridge and returned on the ground which
was the summer road. The brass band was the pride of the community and it was an
honor to be accepted by the band as a member.

Elmira Band, about 1900, front row: Fred Hockley. Charles McCutcheon, Benjamin Inman, Charles (iilson; back row: loss Yates,
Jay Bolinian, Clyde Lamb, Cary Inman.
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I )w I ,ng Bridge

The covered bridge shown in the far end of this picture and in the next picture was
built by L. N. Rooney in 1889. There had been previously a rough bridge across the
Long Tom River but the bottom land to the south of the bridge was so wet and muddy

in winter that travelers had to shift to the west to higher ground. To remedy this,
corduroy poles or planking had been laid across the low land about 1890, but the winter
floods washed out the road each year. The long bridge (July 4th parade) was built sometime before 1900. James Sweet told the writer that he helped to cut the lumber for the
bridge at the Sweet Brothers saw mill located on the Wm. Jeans farm on Jeans Lane.
The logging was done with oxen but the mill was steam powered. The first long bridge
was built without bannisters which were added in 1912. During the dry months it was
customary to drive on the dirt road parallel to the bridge to save wear and tear on the
planking.

FaIt, 1978
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Matn Street. Elmtra, left to right. Peter Colgaard store, Tsazze house, Jacob oder store, Boliman store. Nane house is one of the
oldest restdences, along with Duckworth and Lllmaker homes, for which no pictures hose been found

About 1870 a flume for water power was built Iron the west edge of Elmira. A
ditch was dug on the higher ground along the Long Tom River to present Territorial

Road. A water wheel was installed below the present bridge. Both a sa mill and a grist
mill were operated. The whole project was abandoned when the bridge was put in and
the road located there. The Utime could not be raised enough to get he needed waterfall.
h is thought the builder and owner of the mill was Jos. L. Brumley who made a trip to
Oregon in 1850 and returned east, then made another trip to Oregon in 1855. Brumley
family records show that he owned a flour mill on the Long Tom. Another possible
owner or partner was L. A. Jeffries who at one time owned the same location.

Bollman's store, established 1900 or before, was Elmira's second store. Martha
Boliman was postmistress from 1900 to 1904 as well as in 1887 to 1892. The location for

the earlier office is uncertain, possibly in her home oti the same property and farther
back from the street. Known then as the l3ollman house, with an outside stairway and
rooms to rent on the second lloor, the house was torn down and rebuilt in 1906 by Ross
Huston and known as the Huston house until 1912. The Swenson family bought it that
years and it has since been known by that name.

Peter Colgaard General Merchandise was the next store built in Elmira. Mr.
Colgaard was a respected and prosperous merchant in the town for many years. He was
never known to turn down a customer for lack of money. He had a peculiar system of
bookkeeping. The accounts were kept in a huge book with removable account books for
each charge customer, and with each purchase the customer received a sup showing the
purchase and the balance of his account. The device had the trade name "McCaskey"

on the front of it.
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Those were the days of prosperity for the local stores. There were no large shopping
centers or serve yourself discount stores. Every article desired was indicated to the store
clerk and he personally waited on each customer, even to a five cent bag of candy. There
was candy in boxes, dried fruit in barrels, kerosene in tanks, bulk sugar and flour - 50

pounds each, even the great disk of cheese on the counter. If you told the clerk you
wanted a quarter's worth he guessed at the size and cut it off and weighed it. There was
a great demand for kerosene since homes were lighted by kerosene lamps. Mr. Colgaard
installed a manufactured gas lighting system in his store.
In 1908 Jake Yoder bought the property where the middle store is shown. The Nazze
house shown in this picture was occupied in 1895 by the Robert Trout family and in 1903
by the Milton Richardson family. The Yoders lived in it until Mr. Yoder built the big

house now known as the Bob Allison house. Mr. Yoder also built a fine livery barn
across the street from the store and maintained a freight service from Eugene. His son
Frank remembers driving the freight wagon; summer time two horses, winter time, four.
Those were the days of no gravel on the road. Mud holes had to be crossed or skirted
the best way possible. The stage from Mapleton to Eugene mired down in the middle of
the night as it left the south end of the long bridge. Passengers had to get out in the mud
and pry it out.

Elmira Stage Slop with edge of Colgaaed residence on right, Elmira Hotel on left.

The barn was stage stop for the Eugene to Mapleton stage. The stage was driven
directly into the barn from either direction. Here the horses were changed, the local mail
bag was removed and the bag with outgoing mail was placed on board. The passengers

kept their seats and the stage was ready to roll again. If the stage was forced to stay
overnight, rooms were available over the store and meals at the residence.
The barn was also headquarters for Mr. Colgaard's freight line. In the years before

the railroad was built through Veneta, all supplies for the store had to be hauled from
Eugene with a team and wagon. The store sold many kinds of merchandise and feed.
Charles Simpson was freight master and also barn master. The mules shown were the
standby for freighting. A windmill pumped the water for barn, house and store but
morning and evening chores were done by lantern light. The work day began early and
ended late.
FaI, 1978
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Kayser Sloe, blacksmith shops of Robert Trout and Hank (rinnell

The Kayser store stood where Peter Colgaard built the residence seen in the distance

in picture page. Martha Kayser bought three and one tenth acres of land from Isaac
Duckworth in 1892 to build this combination store, post office and residence. Wm. T.
Kayser became Postmaster in 1893. This was Elmira's first store. Peter Colgaard
purchased it in 1902 and proceeded to build the general merchandise store shown at the
left in the picture. After the store was finished he tore down the Kayser store and built
the residence and the larger barn shown in the previous picture.
The fixture hanging on the porch is not electric but a kerosene lantern. To the east
across the street from the store can be seen two blacksmith shops, identified by the doors

large enough to admit teams of horses or wagons. The two shops were operated by
Robert Trout and Hank Grinnell, partners. The two buildings gave each of them room
to shoe horses or repair wagons or implements. Each shop had its own bellows, forge
and anvil. With Wm. Driskell's shop farther up the Street it would seem that there was
an oversupply of blacksmiths, but this was the age of make your own or have the smith
do it for you. Ready manufactured implements and wagons were just coming into use
and were expensive. Square spikes driven through 4 by 4 timbers framed together made
an effective harrow. Nearly all plow shares were reshaped and sharpened at the blacksmith shop. Other implements were made or repaired, even wagons.
The building shown on the front cover was the first business building in Elmira. It

was the nucleus that drew other business to the location. In 1880 Byron Ellmaker,
homesteader and blacksmith, sold his homestead three miles south of Elmira to Wm. C.
Inman and came to this location. He leased one acre of ground from Isaac Duckworth
and built this shop. The lease was made in 1881 and was for 50 years. He turned this
lease over to Wm. Driskell some time before 1900. There was a succession of blacksmiths
until late in the 1920s when the lease expired and the building was torn down. There is
an old saying that this anvil wore out so many hammers. There is a sequel that the shop
wore out so many blacksmiths.
60
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Elmira Post Office, old one on left, new on the right

We are not certain about the location of the Post Office at all times until 1893 when
Kayser store was built. Before that the location was probably the home of the Postmaster. They are listed below:
Isaac N. Duckworth (1859-62, Long Tom P.O. Second of several locations)
Isaac N. Duckworth (1884, Duckworth P.O.)
Gilbert A. Chamberlin (Duckworth), March 1884
Byron Ellmaker (Elmira), November 1884
William T. Shaffer, December 1885
Martha Bollman, September 1887
Jefferson D. Howard, March 1892
William T. Kayser, September 1893
Samuel E. McClure, September 1897
Martha Bollman, September 1900
Jesse Fountain, August 1904
Peter Colgaard, May 1905
Doris C. Hale, September 1914
Emma J. Phelps, February 1917 (moved into building shown in picture)
John C. Horn, August 1921 (moved again)
Newton J. Bryant, August 1938 (back in original building)
Claude A. Bryant, August 1938
Ralph Wighan, June 1939
Deipha Johnson, October 1940
Edith Dica Smith, April 1943
, January 1947
Rheta
Vancel F. Knight, March 1948
Orean E. Hawkins, March 1949
Velma F. Evers, March 1951 (still serving in 1971)
FaIl, 1978
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Christian Church on Sheftier Road, built 1896. Addition 1910, raied in l960s - Courtes) Lane C.. Pioneer Museum

Religion played an important part in the lives of the pioneer. Before church houses
were erected, the congregations met in private homes or in school houses. The church

activities often included basket dinners which were a social as well as a religious
occasion. The Church of Christ at Elmira was organized and the buildings erected lfl
1895-6 with Reverend Skaggs presiding over the dedication. The Baptist church was built

in 1897, just north of the grade school. The Church of Christ was located about two
blocks west of the main street, on the road now called Sheffler or Wartham Road.

Church of Christ Baptismal Ceremony on banks of (he Long Tom Riser
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Pupils and teacher oF he one room Fir Grove grade school about 1900. Among the students in the picture are Luther Mitlage
(teacher). Leo Parker, Jim Maswell, Walter McClure, Emma Taylor. Dean Boltman, ljove3 Trout, Elsie Moore. Myrtie Trout,
lawrence 1 astor.

The Fir Grove school district about a mile north of Elmira was divided into three
districts in 1893. The Red Oak district was formed about two miles north on Territorial
Road, and the Elmira district encompassed the town. In 1893 the Elmira district
purchased the present grade school ground from Isaac Duckworth and built a one room
school house. In 1904 the one room building was moved off the grounds and a two room
building erected, then when there were too many students for two rooms, the one room
building was moved back. School growth has been continuous since that time with three
or four new buildings on a location to the north end of town.
In 1909 the Elmira Union High School was established and in 1909-10 school classes were
taught in the grade school building. Then in 1911 Anderson Baker was hired as principal
and Deiphine Bown as assistant and the first regular high school classes were held in the
Odd Fellow's hall, 1911-12. A new building was under construction by Mr. Conant, a
local carpenter. The fall of 1912 the new two story building across the street from the
grade school came into use.

First Elmira High School met in Odd Fellows Hall, 1911-12 term. In the pictures are Ito Job, Warren Lamb. Margaret Carlyle,
Grace Atkinson, Mabel Curtis, Marguerite Bogess, Merle Hunter, (?), Ernest Owen, Emma Taylor. Maurell Inman, Anna Owen,
Bernice Curtis, Grace Allison, John Bogess, Reid Lamb, Prrsus Hale. Jim Maxwell, Lola Cook, Bill Whisman, Anderson Baker
(teacher).

Fa)I, 1978
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Elmira Union High School building, members oF the student bod and teachers, 1912-13.

This was the first year in the new building. There were two classrooms and hallway

downstairs and an open auditorium with stage upstairs. Anderson Baker (teacher),
Mabel Curtis, Reid Lamb, ho Job, Bertha Atkinson, Merle Hunter, John Boggess,
Margaret Carlyle, Jim Maxwell, John Fountain, Maurell lnman, Bernice Curtis, Ernest
Owen, ¶ern Hunter; Gladys Jeans, Arley Marsh, Marguerite Boggess, George Atkinson,
Floyd Mix, Grace Allison, Deiphine Bown (teacher), Dorthy Inman, Warren Lamb.

Elmira Union High School first graduating class, 1914. Standing: Merle Hunter, John Bogess, Maurell Inman, Virgil Liles; seated:
Reid Lamb, Blanche Clark.
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Courtesy Lane County Pioneer Museum

The income of most of the farmers in the Elmira area during the later part of the
nineteenth century was from grain crops and stock which included herds of both dairy
and beef cattle, sheep, and goats. The picture above is that of an early threshing machine
and haying crew. There was little cash cost for each farmer because every neighbor
helped out the other ones and the only cash outlay was to the owners and operators on
the machine. The grain was hauled from the shocks in the field by wagon to the threshing machine which was stationed near the barn, appropriately called the "straw barn."
At first the men took along their bed rolls and slept on the straw and were fed from the
chuck wagon, as pictured. As means of transportation improved the chuck wagon was
abandoned and the workers were fed at the farm house and then went home at night, to
return at daybreak the following morning. No eight-hour days then!
The chuckwagon in the picture on the back cover belonged to the Inman brothers
threshing outfit and was made, in part, from the wagon driven across the plains in 1852
by their father Joel C. Inman. Those identified in the picture are Bert Inman, James
Baker, (?), Al Bond.
There had been a few saw mills operated by one or two men, with the logs being
hauled from the woods by horses or oxen. The finished lumber was sold to those who
came to pick it up at the site. One such mill was operated by W. W. Inman on the Joel
C. Inman Donation Land Claim for which he paid S80.00. Unfortunately no picture has
been located of one of these saw mills. About the turn of the century larger mills were
built, hiring several men and thus increasing the opportunity for jobs. The Walters mill
was built just west of Elmira in 1895 and later the Swenson Brothers built a mill in the
area.

This gives you a look at early Elmira. If you are interested in driving through the
little town, it is located on Territorial Road just north of Veneta and near where Route F
turns west toward Walton.
Fall, 1978
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N. FEB. 14IB59
Prize- Winning Quilt Block
by Mary Skipworth Corum

During the late 1880s a large fair was planned for Washington, D.C. Mrs. Benjamin
Harrison, the wife of a prominent U.S. Senator, had a plan to exhibit a quilt made up of
separately made blocks, each block representing a state in the Union.
This is a recollection of "The Oregon Block" that won first place at the fair.

In 1889 my father, the late E. R. Skipworth of Eugene, was a struggling young
attorney living in the then small town of
Corvallis. I was a very young child at that
time, and we lived in an apartment over a
grocery store on Main Street. About that
time hand embroidery, an ancient art, had

teaching a class of ladies at our home,
once a week, to do this embroidery work.

One day a man, a stranger, came to
our apartment and asked to see Mrs. E. R.

Skipworth. He said he represented Mrs.

could do it most beautifully. As times were

Benjamin Harrison, and presented his card
and credentials. [Benjamin Harrison was
elected to the U.S. Senate from Indiana in
1881. - Ed.I

hard and money was scarce, mother was
adding a little to our family income by

that Mrs. Harrison was sending him to

become a popular fad, and my mother
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Mother invited him in, and he explained
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every state to make arrangements for
embroidering a quilt block from each
state, which she planned to exhibit at the
fair. He said Mrs. Harrison had given him
mother's name and address, and that was

and down the Willamette Valley there were
large wheat fields, and even in sparsely
settled Eastern Oregon farmers produced
thousands of acres of wheat.

And she also noted that Portland was

why he was in Corvallis, Oregon.

fast becoming known as "the City of

Of course Mother was astonished. I
remember her saying, "How in the world

Roses" because of its cultivated gardens
- both public and private.

would Mrs. Harrison get the name of a

So Mother chose the best quality snow-

practically unknown attorney's wife away
out west in a small town?" (This mystery

white satin. The design she embroidered
was a sheaf of ripened wheat which

was never solved.)

extended from the lower left corner grace-

But the man did convince Mother that

fully up along the left side. From a few

he was on the level, and to prove it he

inches above the lower right corner extend-

showed her the specifications for the size
and material to be used in the block, also
the money to buy the materials, and $25

ing gracefully upward toward the wheat
heads she embroidered a beautiful big red
rose with the petals shaded from light to
dark red. Along the stem she embroidered
green rose leaves and a half blown rose

for her work, which was at that time a
fabulous fee for embroidering one quilt
block. The only requirements were that the
block be made of either heavy white silk or
satin and it was to be twelve inches square

bud. Along the lower edge she embroidered

with a three-fourth inch seam allowance

When the block was all finished she
rolled it carefully around a cardboard
roller furnished in the specifications, and

on all edges.

The design to be embroidered was left

to the maker's decision. A time limit of

three months was given for making,
packaging and mailing the block.

After quite a bit of hesitation, Mother

decided the offer was too good to turn
down, so she accepted the responsibility of
Oregon's block in the Union's quilt.

It was quite an undertaking for a

with gold tinsel floss "Oregon, Feb.

14,

1859."

mailed it to the given address.
Weeks passed and she heard nothing of
the block, then one day she received a

lovely letter from Mrs. Harrison herself,
expressing her appreciation, and complimenting mother on her beautiful needle
work.

Mrs. Harrison also enclosed a news-

young woman keeping house, caring for a
small child, cooking for her husband, not
to mention teaching embroidery to a group

paper clipping from the Washington Post
saying that in the quilt block judging in
"The Quilt of the States" entered by Mrs.

of ladies one whole afternoon of every

Benjamin Harrison, the Oregon block,

week.

made by Mrs. E. R. Skipworth of Corval-

But her hand embroidery work was

lis, Oregon, won first place.

really beautiful. She could embroider and

Second place was won by the block

shade the petals of a rose so well that it
looked real, and she had mastered a new
stitch called the "wheat" stitch so well
that she could render an image in thread

from New Jersey, and third place went to
the block from Indiana. The names of the
makers of the latter two blocks were given,
but I have forgotten their names. The clip-

of a natural grain of wheat.
She thought the block should represent
something Oregon was famous for, and at
that time wheat was the main crop. All up

ping also said that the quilt would be
placed permanently in the Smithsonian
Institute. [The Curator of Quilts at the
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Smithsonian today does not have a record
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of the quilt. - Ed.]
The letter made my mother very proud
and happy to know that her achievement
and hard work was appreciated. For many

years the letter was kept among other
keepsakes in a big old trunk, and I remem-

ber how, as a child, I loved to rummage

through that old trunk and look at my
mother's girlhood and young woman
keepsakes, but there was none that I
enjoyed reading so much as Mrs. Harrison's letter.

In later years the old trunk was stored
in the basement. One year we had a bad
flood and the old letters and keepsakes
were all destroyed that were in it. But the
trunk, though looking worse for the wear,
was saved (it is now well over a hundred
years old). I still have it, and one of my
fondest memories is of reading again and
again Mrs. Harrison's letter.
Anna Williti Skipworth (Mrs. E. R.) - Courtesy Mary Corum

THE OTHER MUSEUMS
Lane County is fortunate in having several historical museums where records and
memorabilia of our early days are preserved. In addition to the Lane County Pioneer
Museum at 740 W. 13th, in Eugene, a number of other communities maintain museums
supported by citizens groups. We hope history buffs may find the following report
useful.

SPRINGFIELD
While Springfield does not yet have an
established museum, Barbara Graham in
the City Manager's office is the Historical
Research Coordinator for that community.
She can be reached at 726-3700 and main-

tains an inventory of historical photographs and research materials.

The Springfield Historical Commission, nearly a year old, is about to begin
an oral history project which will augment
Springfield's historical records. They plan
interviews with Springfield senior citizens
68

- the folks who are a part of the community' s early history. Turn-of-the-century

likely to be the first subject
studied, according to a recent Register
logging is

Guard story. "When the study of logging is
completed, project workers will turn to the
history of agriculture, recreation and life-

styles. They'll write the books, file the
manuscripts and produce the slide shows
that other interested persons can turn to
for a look at Springfield's past." Eugene
Register Guard, 8-23-1978
Lane County Historian

WEST LANE'S APPLEGATE PIONEER
IV! L.TS.ELJIV!

by Helen F. Burton

Spencer Creeks Pine Grove School. 1926-27. The people are Ona Belle Simpson, Herman Erickson. ingals Soleim.

- Courles Helen Burton

The people of West Lane County's
small communities located in the area
divided by sections of the old Territorial
Trail for more than five years have been
compiling data, finding and restoring artifacts of the early area pioneers, and videotaping the colorful anecdotes and
memories of the present area oldtimers, to
save for posterity.
And much of these antiquities are now

assembled into one building - the Applegate Pioneer Museum.

Open house is held on the second

Sunday of each month between the hours

of I and 4 p.m. Rated as a non-profit
organization, there is no admission charge.

For school classes and other groups,
guided tours can be arranged by appointment. The current phone number to call
for these is 344-7992.

Applegate Pioneer Museum stands
Fall. 1978

high on a hill behind the Mercantile store
in Crow, Oregon, overlooking the Territorial Road. The birth of the museum took
place March 25, 1973. Plans were structured by Bob Mikkelson at that first meeting. Officers were elected from among the

descendants of the old families. The
museum boundaries were defined as
''from Triangle Lake to Cheshire to
Lorane."

The Mikkelson brothers, Bob and
Gary, who owned the Mercantile store
when the museum was organized, offered
a land site. The next step was locating a
suitable building that could reasonably be

moved. The abandoned one-room Pine
Grove school house seemed to fill the bill.
Once set permanently, the work of restoratio'i began.

Several types of memberships were
offered to the public. Those who joined
69

that first year were listed as charter

In addition to its historical items, the

members. The fees were set at $2.00 a year

Applegate Museum has now immortalized

for persons over the age of 16, and 50

dozens of tales of the past by videotape
and cassettes. Oldtimers of the area were
invited from time to time for a gathering

cents for anyone under 16. Free memberships were given to all persons 65 or over
who would attend three consecutive board
meetings. These membership fees have
remained the same.

The museum held its first annual
meeting in March of 1974, an event that is

traditional now and follows the same
format each year. The museum board also
schedules a Fall Festival in September each
year. There are demonstrations of many of

the early-day handicrafts; a food booth
offering such treats as fresh squeezed
apple juice, corn on the cob cooked on a

wood-burning stove right on the site,
baked beans and other goodies, all at a
nominal price. Music, too, is furnished by
oldtime "fiddling" groups.

at which they could tell their recollections

of the early days while the recording
machines took down their every word.
Museum backers hope these tapes and
cassettes will become priceless memoranda
in time.

In the recently celebrated Applegate
Pioneer Trail Days Festival, the Applegate

Pioneer Museum was awarded a large
trophy and the coveted blue rosette ribbon
for its float in the parade. For the museum
association, the award meant final
acceptance and appreciation by the people
of the West Lane communities, and it will
be a valuable inspiration to their perpetuation of local history.

CRES WELL MUSEUM

CresweH Museum courtesy Mrs. George Ross
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open the first Sunday of every month from
1:30 to 5:30 p.m., other times by appoint-

finds old hand tools, lanterns and tack on
display. A small library contains, among
other things, genealogical records on area
families and the District Clerk's book with
minutes of the organizational and ensuing

ment. Phone 895-4263 or 895-2661 in

school board meetings for rural school

Creswell for an appointment.

district No. 178.

The Creswell Museum is located at 5th
and Oregon Avenues in a former Method-

ist church which was built in 1889. It

is

The Creswell Area Historical Society

The Museum is supported by member-

was organized in February 1972. The

ship dues, donations, sale of Creswell
Centennial booklets. There is an annual

Society owns and operates the Museum, a

non-profit organization. The down payment on the building was made in May,
1974. The museum collection has been

accumulated since that time. Among
interesting artifacts are the original pulpit,

communion set and a pew from the old
church. There is a children's room and an
area designated as the barn loft where one

spaghetti feed and a birthday celebration.
Mrs. Richard Campbell is president of the
Historical Society. Other officers include
Mrs. Harvey Wright, vice president; Mrs.
Fred Pinneo, secretary and curator of the
museum; Mrs. George Ross, treasurer; and
Mrs. Miles Quinn, historian.

- Mrs. G. Ross

The museum is housed in a former
Roman Catholic Church building which
was built in 1897 on part of Dave McFar-

land's Donation Land Claim (Birch
Avenue and H Street). In 1960 the Cottage

Grove Pioneer Historical Society, under

the leadership of Lena V. McFarland,
purchased the building. Outstanding fea-

tures are the beautiful stained glass
windows, which are memorials to early
church members, and the shape of the
building. This is the only octagonal shaped
public building in the Northwest, according to U of 0 Professor Phillip Dole.
In 1966 the building was turned over to

the city, free of debt but needing repairs
badly. Restoration started in 1970 with a

COTTAGE GROVE
HISTORICAL
MUSEUM
FaIl, 1978

new roof, repairs to the damaged windows

and painting inside and out. Restoration
has been financed by many donations of
varying size, including two large ones from

Lena Veatch McFarland and Emma
Job Adams.
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In the museum are displayed items of
pioneer home life, farm and industry as
well as Indian artifacts when our pioneer
families arrived. Discovery of rich mineral
deposits hastened the growth of the community and some of the crude mining tools
from the Bohemia Mining District are also
on display. A model of an ore stamp mill
shows how gold was extracted from ore. A

model of an early water powered sawmill
is also featured.

The museum is a joint project of the
City of Cottage Grove and the dedicated

volunteers who serve on and assist the
Cottage Grove Historical Museum Committee. Summer hours: Wed. through Sun.
1-5 p.m. Sept. - June hours: Sat. and Sun.
1-4 p.m.

- Dove M. Trask

JUNCTION CITY HISTORICAL MUSEUM

Lee House. also known as Brabham home. taken about 1900. From Geflrude Sanders collection. - Courtesy Geneva Lynch

The Junction City Historical Society
purchased the Paul and Elma Brabham
home at 655 Holly Street on March 23,
1972. The building was dedicated as a

moved from Lancaster in 1871. The twostory portion was completed in 1878. The
architecture is a good example of a farm
style home native to the west in the late

museum and opened to the public on
August 10, 1972 - the first day of the

National Register of Museums November

city's Centennial Celebration during the

2, 1977.

12th Scandinavian Festival. Clarence

1800s. "Lee House" was placed in the
The museum is open to the public the

Pitney gave his private collection to provide a nucleus of artifacts for the opening.

last Sunday of each month from 2 to

The museum houses pioneer and later

Phone 998-6714 or 998-8985 for an

keepsakes of local families, along with an
impressive collection of Indian artifacts.
The building was the original home of

Dr. Norman E. Lee, the town's first
physician. The one-story portion was
72

5

p.m. and during the Scandinavian Festival
each year. At other times by appointment.

appointment.
The museum offers stone ground flour
for sale at all times.

- Geneva V. Lynch
Lane County Historian

Okride Museum phoio eourIe

Edna Temp'e

OAKRIDGE MUSEUM
In celebrating Oregon's 100th birthday
in 1959 a group of citizens met and organ-

ized the Upper Willamette Pioneer Asso-

building and have a big new addition. We
think it is pretty complete. It was built and
is maintained by volunteers, as we never

ciation. At the time Roy Temple, now

have received help from city, county or

deceased, had a good number of antique
and precious items displayed in his local

state governments.

sporting goods store. Our local school
superintendent kept asking why Roy didn't

build a museum building and display all
the items there. Roy learned about that
time that part of what became our present
museum was empty and available; whereupon the above mentioned group got busy.

The museum is located between Main
and Commercial on Pine Street. It is open
Saturday afternoons from 1 to 4 p.m., and
by appointment at other times. Curator is
Max Gosnell. Louis Ryker is president of

the Pioneer Association. Appointments
may be made by phoning Oakridge 7822666 or 782-3220.

- Edna L. (Mrs. Roy) Temple

We have since expanded into all the old

SIUSL24 W PIONEER MUSEUM
The Siuslaw Pioneer Museum is located

The grand opening of the Siuslaw

one mile south of Florence on Highway

Pioneer Museum was June 15, 1974. It is

101 in the old Lutheran Church which was
built in 1952. Summer hours at the
museum are
to 5 p.m. daily except
Monday. Winter hours, beginning October
I and running through December 15, are I
to 5 p.m. Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday.
1

Other visiting times are by appointment

through Eileen Huntington, Director,
phone 997-3037.

characterized as a ''living museum.''
Exhibits are arranged so one can walk into

them. Country primitive furniture and
numerous homemade artifacts reflect the

isolated beginnings of the permanent
Florence community which began about
1876. Present exhibit topics include the
period of exploration, Siuslaw Indians,

men's and women's work in the early
days, etc.

Fall. 1978

Fifty-two oral history tapes, recording

information about early families are
housed at the museum with copies at the
public library. A pioneer association has

During that period historical booklets were

published yearly. Since that time such
records of early families have come out at
three or four year intervals. These

been active in the area since 1929. A

materials are for sale at the museum.

complete set of its publications is available

Mailing address is 07959 N. Fork Siuslaw
Road, Florence, Oregon 97439.

in the public library. Marge Knowles

- Eileen Huntington

became the Association Historian in 1947,

continuing in this capacity until 1961.

WHI TEA KER 'S RIDE

BY Olga Freeman

Obedient to the call of the Democratic
party leadership, Whiteaker nevertheless
was loath to leave his wife and large family

for an undetermined period of time. Still,
he prepared in haste.
How should he travel? (Train service

wouldn't be complete from Portland to
the East until 1883.) He could not go by
train to Oakland, although The Oregon
and California Railroad ran only to Roseburg. The Central Pacific ended at

Redding; a stage connected Redding to
Roseburg. But Whiteaker decided this
would be too slow.
Courtesy Lane County Pioneer Museum

Ninety-eight years ago in March of
1879, John Whiteaker, Oregon's first

The other route was to go by train to
Portland and by steamship from there. So
he left Eugene on Saturday, March 8, at 7
p.m. and arrived in Portland in the early

governor and newly-elected Congressman,

morning hours. Two hours later,

made news. He spanned the continent

boarded the five-year-old George W. Elder
of the Pacific Steamship Company line. If
all went well, he would make connections

from Oakland, California to Washington,
D.C. in four days, 19 hours and 53 min-

he

utes - the fastest train trip to that date,

with the regular morning train out of

and certainly the most reckless.

Oakland on March 11.

On the night of March 7 his sleep was
rudely interrupted at his farm home near

But things did not go right! The Elder
made its usual time down the Columbia
River reaching Astoria at noon, only to
find the bar so rough that no ship could
possibly cross. Whiteaker fumed! He dis-

Eugene by the arrival of a messenger bear-

ing a telegram. It said his presence was
urgently needed in Washington, D.C. to
answer roll call on March 18 at the special

patched a telegram to the Democratic

session of Congress. The midnight message
said Whiteaker's vote was crucial to assure

National Headquarters telling of the delay.

election of Samuel G. Randall, Democrat
of Pennsylvania, to the speakership of the

party would have a special train waiting at
Oakland to speed him on his way.
Monday morning the Elder successfully

House of Representatives.
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Back came a reply that the Democratic

Lane County Historian

crossed the bar, but progress was slow
since strong head winds blew all the way
down the coast. Rough seas made Whiteaker deathly sick and unable to consume
any food. Tired and haggard, he finally

And he arrived at Washington, D.C. at
10 a.m. on March 18, just in time to make

it to the Capitol for the noon meeting of
the House of Representatives.
Feeling very much alone and presenting

arrived at San Francisco Wednesday

anything but a well-groomed appearance,

morning looking forward to food and rest.

he made his way to the desk of Clerk
Adams, and announced, "I am John

Such was not to be. A party faithful
met his boat and hurried him across the
bay to Oakland to a waiting special train.
Disheveled, unshaven, sick and unfed,
he boarded the train. Perhaps he would be

allowed to get off at Sacramento, a meal

stop on the regular run. "No," said the
conductor, "my orders are to lose no time
in getting you across country. This train
must make more than the usual 14 to 20
miles an hour. There are to be no stops for
meals.''
Matters were not helped when the conductor spoke of the wonderful food served
at meal stops along the way. He described
the great variety: Buffalo meat, antelope

steak, beef steak, fresh mountain trout
and an abundance of fruit, all for from 75
cents to one dollar, too.
So, ''Honest John,'' as he was
familiarly called, had to content himself

with the canned goods and dry biscuits
with which he
boarding the train.

was provided upon

Despite his discomfort, he contrasted
the ease of train travel with the hardships
of his overland trip back in 1849 when he
had sought his fortune in the California
mines. Now he was impressed with the
roundhouses, machine and repair shops
which the railroad was operating about

every 200 miles. As he passed North
Platte, Nebraska he reminded himself of
his 1852 wagon train trek. He was a wagon
train captain then, newly married, heading

Lycurgus Whiteaker of Oregon."
He was told to take any vacant seat.

"The country was safe," wrote the
New York Times shortly after the event.
"And everything went on just as though
he had not spanned the Continent in five
days, five hours, and eleven minutes."
But the eastern newspaper didn't say in
that issue that during the balloting Whiteaker must have realized that his trip was
not quite that significant. In fact the vote
was anti-climactic. He learned that the

election of Randall over Blackburn of
Tennessee had been decided in a polite
caucus the night before.

The official roll call gave Randall the
majority of 143 votes; James A. Garfield,

the Republican candidate, 125; a Mr.
Wright, 13, and Judge Kelly, the oldest
member of the House, one vote.

And when a point of order was raised
claiming that Randall, even with a

majority still lacked one vote, the clerk
stalled until Mr. O'Reilly of New York

arrived by train at noon to cast the
remaining, yet necessary vote. Such a
climax. O'Reilly's train travel was, in the

end, more necessary than Whiteaker's
cross-continent marathon.

The House adjourned and at last
''Honest John" could get some wellearned rest, remove the dust from his
clothes, and partake of hot food and

At Omaha, Whiteaker was whisked

thirst-quenching drinks.
The Eugene Register-Guard in a much
later editorial was more charitable in summing up Whiteaker's ride. "The next elec-

across the Missouri River to Council

tion he was defeated by a fellow named

Bluffs to board another special train. He

Melvin Clark George, an ignominious fate
for a chap who had made a record-breaking dash across the continent."

for Oregon. Now .

.

back East as a

congressman.

made the 500 mile trip to Chicago in
12½ hours, an unheard of speed for that
day.

Couriers Lane Couni Pioneer Museum
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