Mess en er
Oregon State University Libraries

IN PRAISE OF LIBRARIES:

"A Librarian's Search for
the Obscure" Part I
You have seen her photographs:
perhaps in an undergraduate art
history course, as illustrations of
ancient Minoan or Byzantine art; or
perhaps you were enthralled with
the full-color books, published in
the Sixties, to chart the dawn of
civilization; perhaps you subscribed
to Realites and followed its writers
and photographers to exotic places.
You saw her photographs and even
studied the images: the barebreasted woman in a bell-shaped
skirt, holding a snake; golden
necklaces of the Steppe nomads;
somber, bearded saints in Byzantine
mosaics. You saw her photographs
but never knew her name.
It was these same photographs that
I discovered when I began the
research to complete a Master of
Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies
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with an emphasis in Museum
Studies. It was from the photographic works of Josephine E.
Powell, a remarkable woman who
lives and works in the Middle East,
that I learned about investigating
the obscure and about the breadth
of resources at the OSU Libraries.
The research began with a few facts
and a desire to know more. Powell
had surfaced as part of my interest
in collectors of Oriental rugs, but a
quick review of the usual indexes
had yielded only one citation, a
book, which was only available in
Dutch, and which I obtained
through Interlibrary Loan, Larry
Boersma in the Soil Science Department translated its introduction.
Powell had contributed much in the
field of museums and had been
described as a living legend but no
further information existed. A thesis
topic was born. I did not realize
what a challenge it would be and
what a rich mother-lode of information there was to be tapped.
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I discovered that professional
photographers are only indexed if
they 1) are primarily responsible for
the existence of a particular work
(i.e., they are "art" photographers),
2) have achieved renown through
large collections supported by
biographical information, or 3) do
substantial writing in conjunction
with their photography. Furthermore, popular magazines are
indexed very differently from
scholarly journals, when they are
indexed at all!
How, then, to find out more about
Josephine E. Powell? My few facts
were from a 1984 interview when
she was living in Istanbul and
clearly had many adventurous years
behind her. I did not know if she
was still alive. Since my information
had come from the self-indexed
collectors' journal Oriental Rug
Review (ORR), I started my research
with that publication and eventually
worked my way, one page at a time,
through the bound and unbound
issues. Kerr Library had received
ORR from its first issue in 1981, but
it had been discontinued in a serials
cut in 1986.

I found scattered information: a
dark photograph of a small woman
here; a reference to a paper given in
Leningrad there; a reference to a
standing ovation! Perhaps the other
"rug" journal Hali would have
something about her, but neither
OSU Libraries nor the University of
Oregon Libraries subscribe to this. I
went to the Library Information
Retrieval Service (LIRS) office for an
on-line search of RILA, the index
that covers Hali. There was nothing.

I telephoned Oriental Rug Review.
"Why, yes, Josephine is still alive.
Such a wonderful woman! I can

give you her address and phone
number in Istanbul, if you would
like."

So I wrote to her. While I waited for
her reply, I went to Portland State
University and the University of
Washington to work my way, again
one page at a time, through their
libraries' issues of Ha/i and ORR. A
few more references surfaced. No
response came to my letter; my
telephone calls yielded only a
recorded message in Turkish. Again
I went through directories: of
general biography, of famous
women, of women in general, of

"Why, yes, Josephine is still
alive. Such a wonderful
woman! I can give you her

address and phone number
in Istanbul, if you would
like."
women photographers, of any
photographers! A new bibliography
on women travelers arrived in the
Library. She was not in it. Stumped,
I made a literature search for articles
and books on how to find information on people who cannot be
found. Soon I had new ideas.
Through close reading of ORR, I
identified a large group of people
who knew or were likely to know
Powell. Some of them might be at a
textile conference which I was
planning to attend in Washington,
D.C., in September of 1990. I would
interview anyone there who knew
her. To prepare, I read some material on interviewing because I could
not waste this opportunity! I
attended the conference, and
conducted three interviews. Powell
was to give a paper in San Francisco
in November, 1990. I would be

Then, at last, I heard from her and I
did meet her in San Francisco. Over
a few days, we became acquainted
and while she still chose to remain a
private person, she thought it
would be "okay" if I looked at her
work. "You may write for my
curriculum vitae. Start with David
Talbot Rice."
Then, she went back to Istanbul and
I returned to Kerr Library and
OASIS, the on-line catalog. David
Talbot Rice. Byzantine Art. There,
buried in the photo acknowledgments was her name. I wrote for her
vitae to an art historian she had
recommended but received no
reply. I wrote to Powell several
times; however, I knew that,
although she was well-educated
and articulate, writing was an effort
for her. I was on my own in Kerr
Library. I looked at every book by
Talbot Rice and all that there were
at the University of Oregon. I
picked up other books on the same
shelves and discovered other
authors who had used her photographs. Then I searched the Papers
published by the Dumbarton Oaks
Center for Byzantine Studies. There
I struck gold.
Gradually a body of photographic
literature was forming. I had found
the address of her office in Rome in
a directory of professional photographers, which was in the Kerr
Library Reference collection. I
confirmed that it was current, in a
Rome telephone directory at the
University of Oregon. I wrote to her
office requesting a copy of her vitae.
Ten days later I had it in my hands!
Deane Watkins

Business Librarian
Watch for Part II of this saga in the
summer Messenger.
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government agenciescan
access Library services
from nearly anywhere in
the world if they have a
microcomputer, modem,
and telephone. Our on-line
catalog and compact disk
database network are now
available to all campus
users via the university's
computer network. Our
compact disk (CD ROM)

network supports twenty
databases; nine additional
databases are available
from Library terminals.
Library users conducted
more than 100,000 dataMelvin R. George

From the Director of
Libraries
1992 was a year of marvelous
opportunities, great challenges, and

'" significant achievements. Friends of
the Library have played a very
important role in our successes.
Their continuing support of Oregon
State University Libraries has
enabled us to seize opportunities to
continue, and in many cases improve, services during this period of
declining state support.
We are leaner and more efficient in
our delivery of services to Library
users, having reduced our classified
and administrative budget by five
percent. Total Quality Management
teams have worked to find new
modes of operation in several of our
divisions. We are actually serving
users better. Despite reduction in
overall enrollment, Library use as
measured by circulation, gate
counts, photocopies, database
searches, and interlibrary loans
actually grewcirculation by 25%!
We are well on the way to being a
completely automated library

system. Library usersstudents,
faculty, friends, businesses and

base searches in 1992, up
57% from 1991.

Many personnel changes
have occurred during the
past year; the employee count is
smaller, but the high calibre of our
new and continuing employees goes
a long way to make up the difference. Nancy Powell, our former
director of development has been
replaced by Cliff Dalton. Nancy is
now the associate director of the
Library at Nichols State University
in Thibodaux, Louisiana. A complete list of staff additions is reported elsewhere in this issue of the
Messenger.

1993 will bring new challenges and
opportunities. Support from our
Friends will enable us to better
serve the many people who use
Library services each yearwe
counted more than a million visits
to the Library last year. Many of our
Friends volunteer as Docents and
Board Members for the Friends of
the Library. All of our Friends have
provided valuable financial support. I appreciate all that you do
and I look forward to a continuing
relationship that supports library
excellence.
Dr. Mclviii R. George

The Delpha and Donald
Campbell University
Librarian

Library Expansion
Project Update
Thanks to our faithful alumni,
Friends, students, and faculty, we
are now one-fourth of the way to
our $10,000,000 goal. As of this
printing of the Messenger, we have
gifts and pledges of $2,500,000.
While this is exciting news, I must
report a minor setback in the
project. After funding the plans for
the building expansion, the State
has suspended all higher education
construction projects due to Ballot
Measure 5 constraints.
Oregon pays its capital construction
bills in cash, rather than through
bonds. Thus, it is necessary for the
Legislature to appropriate $20
million from the general fund in
order for construction to proceed.
The current fiscal climate in the
state makes the funding difficult.
However, we are continuing to do
our part in assuring that OSU's $10
million will be in place when the
State has its replacement revenue
structure in place.
Lead gifts have been received from
key major donors; the Senate of the
Associated Students of OSU has
pledged $500,000; the Friends of the
Library Board stepped forward with
a pledge of $375,000; the OSU
Student Foundation has pledged
$50,000 over 10 years; Blue Key

members have given both money
and time; and the faculty has been
supportive.
Plans are currently being formulated to complete the private
funding component of this exciting
project. Your support is critical to
the success of this project. We
appreciate all that you have done in
the past. Please remember the
Library as you formulate your
charitable gift plans for 1993. Stay
tuned for further developments!
Cliff Dalton

Director of Development
Oregon State University
Libraries
(503) 737-7306
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New Faces in OSU
Libraries

Fire destroys fall issue of the Messenger!

FIRE!
Question: Have you seen the
Library newsletter from OSU? Have
the Friends of the Library at OSU
forgotten us on their mailing list?
The answer in a word is 'FIRE!'On
July 13, while roofers were applying
hot tar to the roof of the Industrial
Building on the OSU campus, their
truck overheated, hot tar leaked out,
burst into flames, and spread to
nearby parked cars, the Industrial
Building, and Adams Hall.
No one was injured in the blaze.
Some 40 employees working in the
campus print shop and mailing
offices, housed in the Industrial
Building, evacuated the building in
a hurry.
The damage included some 40% of
the Industrial Building and its
contents; stored bulletins for the
state extension offices and research
reports, some awaiting publication.
The parcels and mail for that day
were either burned or destroyed by
water, and among these were the
Friends of the Library Messengers
waiting to be labeled!

Salvaging is more heartening than
was first imagined. The $750,000
Heidelberg printing press is functional and some information storage
discs survived when computers
were destroyed; some other equipment is also usable.
This fire is said to be the worst
disaster for the state since 1935,
when the Capitol burned in Salem.
Assessment of the damage is not
complete, but meanwhile some
employees have found other places
on campus to continue their work.
Sadly, some two dozen workers,
who were paid from the income of
the print shop, were laid off. The
OSU Administration will try to find
jobs for those out of work.
Anne Merryfield

Secretary,
Friends of the Library
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Marcia Griffin comes to OSU
Libraries from the Research Office
where she had served since 1985 as
office manager and most recently as
executive support specialist to
George Keller, Vice President for
Research, Graduate studies and
International Programs.
Marcia brings more than twenty
years of office support experience to
the Library. Here, she will provide
primary support to the Library
development program.
Marcia is excited about the opportunity to work with the Friends of the
Library on projects including the
Messenger, the annual meeting, and
regional Friends of the Library
activities. In addition, she will work
with our new director of development, Cliff Dalton.
The mother of three grown children,
Marcia is also an amateur photographer, an avocation that will find
many applications in her new job. In
her free time, she enjoys gardening,
canoeing, and RV travel.
Cliff Dalton joined the Library staff
in November as director of library
development. He replaces Nancy
Powell who, with Jim Kennison,
directed the Library's development
efforts over the past two years.
Cliff is a graduate of OSU (BA
Science 1966, MBA 1969) and has
been associated with OSU for the
past 21 years. After receiving the
MBA, he was employed for two

years as a buyer with the Meier &
Frank Company in Portland,
Oregon.
He returned to OSU in 1971 as
assistant dean in the College of
Business. During his tenure with the
College of Business he also taught
management and marketing classes,
was director of administration and
most recently director of development.

Marcia Griffin

Cliff Dalton

Jo/in Mat ,'lonek

Cliff implemented a comprehensive
development program in business
and is already well along with plans
for the Library's development
program. He will be responsible for
all aspects of library development
including the Library expansion
project, a campaign to raise $10
million which, with state support,
will fund the expansion and remod-

John Matylonek recently joined the
faculty of Oregon State University
Libraries as Engineering Librarian.
He succeeds Hugh Franklin who
has retired after 14 years of exemplary service to engineering students and faculty.
John comes to the Library from
Drexel University where he served
as acting head of the Science and
Technology Library. During his
three years on the staff at Drexel, a
university noted for its engineering
programs, John introduced students
to the new technologies of literature
searching and communication in
engineering. He has already incorporated this type of instruction into
classes for OSU engineering students and faculty.
He earned the bachelor of science
degree in geology from Western
Michigan University in 1988 and the
master of library studies from the
University of Michigan in 1989. He
brings broad technical expertise,
excellent engineering reference
skills, and a strong service orientation to the position.
John lives on the edge, driving a
1978 Mercury Zephyr which he
maintains himself using duct tape,
band-aids and other creative repair
supplies. He reports that his next
book purchase will be Consumer

edge" as he hang glides from tall
Oregon mountains. For a change of
pace, aero towing and balloon
dropping provide the edge. John
keeps fit with a regular running,
weight training, and Judo regimen
(he holds the rank of Ni-Kyu).
A native of Michigan and son of
Polish immigrants, John speaks
fluent Polish.

r elling of the Kerr Library.
Plan to hear from Cliff about
opportunities to support Oregon
State University Libraries. There are
many opportunities to participate in
the Library's future, including gifts
of your time and resources. Planned
gifts, including life income agreements, various trust arrangements,
life insurance, and bequests are just
a few of the options that Library
friends will want to explore as they
engage in estate planning. Most of
our friends are surprised to learn
that their gifts provide significant
financial benefit to them as well as
to the Library.
In his free time, Cliff enjoys reading,
gardening, and travel. And, he will
certainly have opportunities to
travel in his work as he visits with
our Library friends throughout the
country.
We are excited to have Cliff as our
director of Library development
and we believe that you will enjoy
getting acquainted with him.

Reports' How to Keep Your Car
Running Forever. He's also "on the
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Coming Attractions
Friends of the Library Annual
Meeting, April 24, 1993
The annual meeting of the Friends of
the Library is scheduled for April 24,
1993. Keynote speaker will be OSU
alum William Kittredge, author of
Hole In The Sky and co-producer of A
River Runs Through It. Please mark

your calendar now so that you don't
miss this exciting event! Invitations
will be mailed in late March.
Portland Area Friends of the
Library Meeting May 15, 1993
The inaugural meeting of the
Portland Area Friends of the Library
is slated for May 15, 1993. This first
ever meeting of the Portland area
Friends will feature biographer
Deirdre Bair. Her presentation will

address "Writing Contemporary
Biography." Portland area Friends
won't want to miss this happening!
Invitations will be mailed in early
April.

Spore the Books!
There may be those who read the
title of this article and wonder what

is going onsurely there has been a
misprint. Alas, this is not the case
because the reference is to what is
now known as the OSU Libraries'
great mold contamination. Last
April, Director of Libraries Melvin
George and Assistant University
Librarian for Technical and Automotive Services, Charlene Grass,
were visiting Kerr Library's off-site
storage facility in Adair Village.
During the visit they discovered
that a portion of the collection had
mold spores on the paper and that,
given the current state of the
building, more were likely to
develop. Upon returning to campus,
George consulted with Cliff Mead
of the Library's Special Collection
division to discuss what other
libraries have done when faced with
such an outbreak. Mead's research
revealed that there was a method
for treating mold which was
recommended by Dr. Robert
McComb of the Library of Congress.
At this point, the problem was
turned over to me and I promptly
called McComb for additional
information.
At the same time, the Library was
working with the university's
Physical Plant to see what could be
done in the short term to reduce the
chance of the mold spreading. As a
result, a dehumidifier was installed
at the facility and an industrial fan
was set up. While the installation of
these devices would not eliminate
the mold, they would slow down its
growth until another more permanent treatment was found.

The problem for the Library was
twofold. The materials at Adair
needed to be treated, but the
problem would recur unless the
storage facility was drastically
improved. Therefore a new facility
was needed. Since the Library was
housing approximately 85,000

Meanwhile, the Library was making
state and national headlines. Mold
was big news, at least for a brief
time. In addition to the interest from
newspapers and television, the
Library was besieged with numerous remedies for removing the mold
from books. Some were common
sense but not practical (e.g. the
volumes needed to be dried in the

sungood for a few volumes but

the Library was making
state and national headlines.
Mold was big news, at least
for a brief time. In addition
to the interest from
newspapers and television,
the Library was besieged
with numerous remedies for
removing the mold from
books.
volumes in storage, the answer to

these difficultiescleaning the
materials and finding a new place to

store themwas not going to be
easy. Once more, we enlisted the
help of the University's Physical
Plant to identify potential sites. Our
hope was to find a facility close to
campus that would be a permanent
storage site for those parts of the
collection which must be housed off
campus. Ideally, such a facility
should have two or three offices in
addition to humidity control and
good ventilation. Then librarians
and others could remain at the
facility when using materials. In the
current facility, items are retrieved
by student workers on a twice
weekly basis. While many users can
accommodate this schedule, it is
limiting to others, especially those
wanting to browse large sets of
books.
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not for 85,000 volumes). Other
suggestions, such as using ozone
generators, have worked for some
materials but research has shown
that ozone is not a safe method for
books. The most sensible method
and also the most labor intensive,
was to take each item from the shelf
and wipe it completely with a
solution which would kill most of
the mold. (Research also tells us that
mold is always with us and the
operative factor is to have good
humidity control and good air
circulation.)
Today, we are closer to solving the
mold problem. We have proposals
for treating the materials which the
Library administration is reviewing
and we have the possibility of a new
location. At this time, the facility
that has the most promise is also in
need of structural repair. As Kurt
Vonnegut wrote, "So it goes."
Stay tuned for the next article in the
Messenger which we hope will be
titled "How the books were despored."
Karyle Butcher

Assistant University
Librarian

Thanks!
Alumni and Friends
Support Library Excellence

Friends of the Library have played a
very significant role in the development of Oregon State University's
modern research libraries. In 1880, a
gift of 605 volumes from the Corvallis Library Association marked the
official beginning of the OSU
Library.
The Oregon State University
Libraries have enjoyed a long
history of faithful support from our
Friends. Today, we count more than
300 Friends who have given continuously for five or more years.
Your gifts have helped build two
major research libraries that hold
more than 1.2 million volumes and
subscribe to more than 14,000
journals. The libraries also have
extensive collections of microfilms
(more than 1,500,000 pieces), slides,
maps, compact disks, films, videotapes, and over 330,000 government
documents.
Special Collections contain more
than 8,500 volumes, manuscripts,
papers, and other items. The Linus
Pauling collection, a gift from Dr.
Pauling, is considered one of the
most important scientific archives of
an individual in this century.
Special Collections also houses the
Ava Helen Pauling papers, the
History of Atomic Energy Collection, and a special collection on the
History of Science in the 20th
Century. In addition, Library users
have electronic access to collections
in major research libraries throughout the world.
The Oregon State University
Libraries are responsible not only
for the safekeeping of vast amounts
of knowledge and legacies of the
past, but must also respond to the
needs of current and future generations. Your gifts are helping us meet

the needs of our Library users as we
expand our collections and adopt
innovative technology.
Research libraries such as ours have
been profoundly affected by advances in technology, in the forms
and types of information available,
and by the ever-increasing amount
of knowledge generated by human
intellectual activity. In order to meet
the changing demands of scholars,

The Oregon State University
Libraries have enjoyed a
long history of faithful
support from our Friends.
Today, we count more than
300 Friends who have given
continuously for five or
more years.
researchers, and students, and to
serve as an effective "gatekeeper"
for this wealth of information, the
libraries must continually make use
of new technologies in the most
cost-effective manner.
Thanks to many of you, Oregon
State University Libraries have been
"leading the pack" with library
automation and innovative user
services. Your gifts have supported
excellence in much of what we do
and we appreciate your continuing
support.
Here are some examples:
Bill ('59,'60 )and Michal ('60)
Rieckmann have provided significant support to the Department of
Philosophy and to the Oregon State
University Libraries. Their gifts will
create and support the History of
Ideas special collection.

Mrs. Fred Merryfield ('60)
donated the Portfolio of "Birds of
the Veld and Vlei" (see companion
story).
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Robert ('42) and Betty ('42)
Lundeen have completed their
pledge of $600,000 to the Library
Expansion Project. Bob continues to
chair the Expansion Project steering
committee and his enthusiasm is
contagious!
Tillman Foreman ('42) has included the Oregon State University
Libraries in his estate plans. His
very significant gift will support
several Library programs.
'Alfred J. ('40) and Minnie Moore
('38) Trommershausen of Walnut
Creek, California, have included
Oregon State University in their
estate plans (see companion story).
The OSU basketball team designated part of the proceeds from its
intra-squad game to the Library "as
the broadest means possible to
touch all of the students and faculty
at OSU," reported Head Coach
Jimmy Anderson. The team elected
to donate the proceeds of the game
to the Library, Educational Opportunities Program, and the Disabled
Students Organization as a means of
saying "Thank you to the students,
faculty, and staff for their support."
This $1,600 gift to the Library will
support programs that directly
serve our student and faculty users.
Among the thousands of students,
faculty, and friends who have
supported the Oregon State University Libraries are over 300 dedicated
and loyal Friends of the Library
who have contributed for five or
more consecutive years! We count
72 Friends as Benefactors ($1,000+).
We appreciate each and every one

of you for your continuing support.
You have been generous, and all
areas of the Library have benefited
from your generosity. Your support
makes a substantial difference and
we appreciate it.
Thanks!

Focus on Friends
Mrs. Fred Merryfield, long-time
Library Friend and, without question, our most dedicated volunteer

it is she who writes thank you
letters to all Library donors
recently donated the Portfolio of
"Birds of the Veld and Vlei" (field
and stream) to the Oregon State

talked about the artist and her work.
Gail Darroll is self-taught and a very
private person, who lives and works in
the Wilderness area on the Southern
Coast. She was not on the talk show but
one or two of her paintings were shown
and it was said that each one takes a
mont/i to complete. She begins each
water color bird portrait by signing the
paper to prevent an error which would
ruin a month's work. She makes
her outlines in the natural
habitats and studies the colors as
closely as possible; only for

details of feathers and structure
of wings, feet, etc., does she use
museum specimens.
The exhibition and sale of the
linu ted edition of the portfolio
was sponsored by the Everard
Reed Gallery and SAPPI (South

African Pit/p and Paper Industry) and the funds thus raised
were donated to the South
African Nature Foundation for
conservation and restoration of
natural habitats in Kwa Zulu.
I went to the gallery that
morning and found the exhibit in
process of being arranged. I
act un/h,' zoent around on the
floor to look at some of the

framed paintings which had not
yet been hung! Upon asking I
found that the portfolios, which
were for sale, were not at the
gallery; so it was impossible to purchase
and take one away that morning. After
hearing of the short time frame in which
I was working (this was Friday noon
and I was leaving South Africa on
Monday), the curator promised she
would have the portfolio packed and
ready by Saturday afternoon. And so
the purchase was made! The next day, a
perfectly padded and wrapped package
was delivered and I carried it home to
Corvallis with ease.

Mrs. Fred Merryfield presents the Portfolio of "Birds of the
Veld and Vlei" to Dr. Melvin George, Director of Libraries.

University Libraries. She spent two
months last fall in South Africa and
brought back this second set of
water color prints especially for the
OSU Library. The first set was
"Birds of the Southern Cape," given
in 1989. Mrs. Merryfield relates the
following story:
Three days before my flight home, I
heard about these latest paintings of
Gail Darroll on the breakfast time TV
show "Good Morning South Africa,"
just as I had done three years before.
One of the curators of the Everard Reed
Gallery in Johannesburg, where the
original paintings were to be exhibited,
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Al and Minnie Tro?n?nersllausen

Alfred J. and Minnie Moore
Trommershausen have many fond
memories of their years at Oregon
State University, and Oregon Staters
will remember the Trommershausens in perpetuity for their
generosity. Al and Minnie have
made very significant provisions in
their estate plans for programs at
OSU. The OSU Libraries, and
Library users will benefit from an
endowment fund which will
support the chemical engineering
collection. Al and Minnie's estate
will also fund scholarship endowments in business and engineering

and provide discretionary funds for
OSU's president.
Al and Minnie attribute their
successes in life to a good education
and a lot of hard work! The hard
work started long before they began
their careers. Al remembers working on campus for 25 cents per hour
when the unemployment rate was
about 24%. Both Al and Minnie

worked their way through school
Al earning the bachelor's degree in
chemical engineering in 1940, and
Minnie the bachelor's degree in
business in 1938.
Following graduation, Al attended
Washington State University on a
teaching fellowship for one year.

His first job after graduation was
with Reynolds Metals in Longview,
Washington, where he worked as a
control engineer.
Minnie's first job was with the
Oregon State University Extension
Service in Corvallis where she was
employed until their marriage in
1942. In 1944, Al applied for and
received a commission in the U.S.
Navy and served in the Amphibious
Forces in the South Pacific. After the
war, Al returned to Reynolds Metals
where he assisted in the development of a large scale air pollution
abatement program. He joined
Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical
Corporation in 1946 as Technical
Superintendent, and subsequently
held a number of managerial and
technical positions, retiring as an
executive with the parent company,
Kaiser Industries. In the latter part
of his career, Al was given responsibilities for corporate air pollution
abatement, environmental health,
and safety. He held professional
engineering licenses in Washington
and California. Minnie worked for
several years in the communities
where Al was employed.
Both Al and Minnie consider
themselves Oregonians. Minnie was
born in southwestern Oregon and
attended schools in Rainier, Oregon.
Al was born in Canada and raised
in Newberg, Oregon. They lived in
California during most of their
working years and have lived in
Rossmoor, Walnut Creek, California
since Al's retirement. Al is fondly
known as Mr. Rossmoor because of
his extensive and continuing
involvement in Rossmoor community activities.

Library Invaded by Spooks
Spooks, Cats (catalog department)
and other terrestrial and alien beings
invaded the Library staff room on
October 31, 1992. The occasion was,

of course, Halloweenthe cause was
the Library Expansion Project. This
celebration of the annual spook
holiday was highlighted by a cake
raffle, with the proceeds supporting
the Kerr Library expansion project.
The cake was baked and decorated
by our own Joanne Perry. Jan
Galloway, Library accounting officer,
was the lucky winner. But, the real
winner was the Library!

Cliff Dalton, newly appointed
development officer, but not yet
officially on the job, attended the
event to formally accept the gift to
the Expansion Project.
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Above, Joanne Perry, Map Librarian, baked the
prize. Below, Susan Bacina, Acquisitions,
Donna Meyers, Gifts and Exchanges, Debbie
Farmer, Acquisitions, and So Sangsupata,
Acquisitions, were among the spooks attending
the party. Bottom, Charlene Grass, Assistant
University Librarian, and Joanne Perry, Maps
Librarian, look on as Cliff Dalton accepts gift to
the Library Expansion Project. Pat Grace,
Director of Special Reference Services, is the guy
wit/i the big nose.

campus prior
to Da Vinci
Days. The
docents gave

presentations
about the
Map Collection,
McDonald
Room
Collection,
Ava Helen
and Linus
Pauling
Collection,

and the art
found in the
Library. In
Laura! Maughan introduces members of a local book club to the library's collection
the Map
of book review materials during a Docent tour.
Room, the
talk covered
the wide
array of atlases and maps, especially
From the Docents Corner
Braille maps for cities. We featured
The OSU libraries' docents had a
a 1452 map of the world by
busy year. Dad's Weekend and the
Leonardo Da Vinci which shows the
summer Elderhostel tours had the
world at that time.
highest attendance.
This group also enjoyed seeing the
For Dad's Weekend there were talks
McDonald Collection with its 13th
about the Ava Helen and Linus
century Flemish choir book, the
Pauling Collection and the collected
Sumerian cuneiform tablets dating
writings of Abraham Lincoln.
from around 2,000 B.C., and other
Abraham Lincoln can rightly be
treasures. Some of the attendees
called an "education president." He
commented that the Linus Pauling
was a model of life-long learning
talk and video were the best part of
and he signed what is generally
their Elderhostel visit.
regarded as the most important
This year we are inviting book
piece of legislation in the history of
groups to browse in the Reference
U.S. higher education, the Morrill
area with a docent, to discover the
Land Grant College Act of 1862.
"best and easiest route" to locate
OSU is one of the benefactors of that
book reviews or to make an author
act.
search, especially for material about
After the battle of Gettysburg,
contemporary authors. After the
Lincoln was seeking to emphasize
tour, the group is welcome to meet
common ideas and beliefs to heal
in the McDonald Room for a book
the wounds of war. He was advised
discussion. This program requires
by Sara Hale, editor of Godey's
reservations. Please call the Library
Lady Book, and by Secretary of
Development office at (503) 737State William Seward to choose a
2438. Tours, given by the docents,
date for a harvest festival. Lincoln
can be scheduled for day or evening
chose the last Thursday in Novemhours.
ber for the national celebration,
Anyone is welcome to attend our
which we still hold today.
regular meetings on the second
We were asked to provide sessions
Wednesday of the month (except
for the Elderhostel program on
December) at 4:30 p.m., in the
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McDonald Room. There is always a
special talk about "newly found
library treasures" and other related
topics. For the specific topics of each
month, call the Information Desk
(503) 737-7295.

The Docent program is always
looking for new volunteers to help
in this important service for our
Library. If you would like to
become a Docent, please contact the
Library Development Office (503)
737-2438.

Janeanne Warkentin

Fellow Docent

OSU Libraries' Wish List
Continuing budget constraints have
forced us to focus on the bare
essentials to support our students
and faculty. We are unable to
purchase many items or services
that would help us better serve our
users. Beginning with this issue of
the Messenger, we will highlight
several needs hoping that our
Friends will consider helping us
fulfill such wishes for our collections, our facilities, and our services.
If you have a desire to help, please
call Cliff Dalton at (503) 737-7306 to

discuss your tax-deductible gift.
Furniture for the Online Catalog

Systeni. Our computerized catalog
system allows users to search our
collection in ways never before
possible. We need ergonomic
furniture (desk & chair) for 20
computer/user stations. $600 per
station.
Online Access for the Visually

Impaired. Several of our users are
visually impaired. To better serve
them, we need software that
enhances visibility by magnifying
the characters on the computer
screen. $500 per station.
New Furniture for the Library's
Public and Student Study Areas. Our

furniture in these areas is literally

ww-

on its last leg! We need durable yet
comfortable and inviting seating.

'.

$3,000 for Monroe entrance area and
$3,000 for the Jefferson entrance area.
Reference Color Computer Projection
Panel for Library Instruction Program.

The color projection panel will
permit us to project color images on
the screen, enabling us to better
instruct our users in the use of CD
ROM databases and other computer
technology that uses color coding.
$6,300.

Paperback Book Browsing and
Exchange Rack. Many users enjoy

Above, Joanne Perry,
Map Librarian, shows the
Sanborn maps to Open
House visitors. The
Sanborn fire insurance

sharing their books with others.
This rack and browsing area, and
initial supply of paperback books,
will facilitate the exchange process.

'

$2,600.

mnaps are a historic
collection. Left, Valery

Research Services Public Terminal
and Printer for the Library Computer Instruction Program (CLIC).
This needed equipment will allow
students, faculty, and other users to
explore library services and search
techniques and to print the instructions germane to their needs. $3,400.

King, library technician
in Cataloging and the
Map Room, demonstrates
OASIS, the library's
online catalog, to a
student during Open
House. A recent upgrade
to the system has
ignificantly improved
the response time.

Reader/Printer for the Gum Library
at the Hatfield Marine Science Center.

The current microfiche reader is
near the end of its serviceable life.
Because the libraries rely heavily on
microform resources, a good
reader/printer is essential for
library users. The only reader/
printer in the Newport area, it
serves the entire community and
fills a great need. $8,000.
Reading Table for the Gum Library.

Users frequently encounter a
shortage of seating. A new reading
table will help meet this need.
$1,000.

Show & Tell
Each year OSU Libraries hosts an
Open House at Kerr Library to
provide faculty, staff, students and
local residents with the opportunity
to meet Library staff and learn
about new resources and services.
The 1992 Open House was held on
October 14-15. A focal point of the
event was a display in the Library's
lobby designed by Ramesh
Krishnamurthy, a graduate student
who is employed in Special Collections. The display consisted of
several posters explaining the
functions of the many departments
within the Library, from Information and Reference, to "behind-thescenes" areas such as Materials
Preparation.

11

In addition, a 20 minute video ran
continuously in the lobby throughout the two-day event. The video,
which featured Library staff members talking about the role of their
departments, was directed by
Ramesh and filmed by Corey
Bianchini, a student and the news
producer for KBVR-TV, OSU's
student-run cable access television
station.
During Open House, Library staff
were on hand to demonstrate
OASIS, the Library's newly enhanced on-line catalog, and STAR, a
computer-assisted library instruction program. There were also tours
of the Compact Disk (CD) Reference
Center; Government Publications
and the Map Room, the McDonald
Room and Special Collections, and
Technical Services.
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Friends of the Library Reply Form
Name

Oregon State University is an Affirmative Action Equal
Opportunity Employer and complies with Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Address
State

City

Zip

Home Phone
Work Phone

Contributions:
$1,000 and up

BENEFACTOR

$500-$999

PATRON

$250-$499

SPONSOR

$100-$249

SUPPORTING FRIEND

$50-$99

CONTRIBUTING FRIEND

$24-$49

FRIEND

$10-$24

STUDENT FRIEND

Pledging a gift of $1,000 or more a year for twenty-five years (or an outright gift of
$25,000), and designating it in full or in part to Friends of the Library, is one way
to become a member of the Oregon State University Presidents Club.

Please make checks payable to OSU Foundation and mail with the above
form to:

Friends of the Library
Oregon State University
Kerr Library
Corvallis, OR 97331-4502
Contributions are tax deductible to the extent the law allows.

The Messenger is printed on
recycled paper.

Thank You!
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