


erally recommended for range seedings. The rangeland
drill is especially well adapted to seeding on rough,
rocky, brushy terrain. Common grain drills may also be
used on favorable sites.

Broadcast seedings can be made on areas rough or
otherwise unaccessible to drilling equipment. However,
broadcast seedings are seldom successful unless the seed
is covered properly. Broadcast seedings generally have
been successful only in deep ashes immediately follow-
ing a burn and in aspen areas just prior to leaf fall.

The seeding operation is a major cost in a revegeta-
tion program, Extreme care should be exercised during
the operation to insure success.

Season of seeding

Soil moisture conditions are of primary importance
in deciding when to seed. Good results have been ob-
tained from both spring and fall seedings. Failures have
also occurred from seedings made at these times. If
soil moisture conditions are suitable, fall seedings are
generally most satisfactory. Seeds are well covered and
in good contact with the soil when conditions become
suitable for growth in the spring. Fall seedings may
allow grass seedlings to get an earlier start and thus be
in better condition to withstand summer drought.

Grass should not be planted so early in the fall that
fall germination takes place. Grass seedlings germi-
nating in the fall are susceptible to killing from low win-
ter temperatures and frost heaving.

Where fall moisture conditions are not satisfactory,
spring seeding may be more successful. Spring seedings
should generally be made as soon as possible after the
ground is free of frost. This will allow germinating

seedlings maximum time for establishment prior to
summer drought.

Protection of seeding during establishment

Range seeding is a waste of time, materials, and
money unless the seeded area is properly protected from
grazing until the grasses are established. A good rule
of thumb is to not graze until the seeded grasses have
matured a crop of seed. Judicious grazing during the
first fall following seed maturity may actually be of
value to the seeded grass.

Costs of fencing, if needed for protection of seed-
ings, should be an accepted part of range-seeding
budgets. ‘

Management following seeding

Poor past management is indicated by the necessity
to seed rangeland. Unless the need for changes in man-
agement are recognized, the seeding operation will re-
sult in little good over the long run.

Range seedings take land out of production for two
to five years. Provisions must be made to care for the
livestock adequately during that period.

Seeded areas should be fenced or situated so they
can be managed as separate units, This is necessary be-
cause of differential palatability of the seeded and na-
tive range grasses. Livestock will tend to “camp” on
seeded range during some periods of the grazing season
if they have free access to it along with native range.

Increased productivity from properly managed
seeded areas will often take the pressure off of other
parts of the range, allowing for over-all range improve-
ment.






