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FOREWORD
o=

The Jaokson County Agricultural Frogram Conference of 1948 was a continua=-
tion of the planned agricultural deavelopment that has characterized the farming acti-
vities for many year, ZFarlier planning conferences have contributed to this develop~-
ment and were started in 1924 with others being held in 1936, 1938, 1941, and 1946,
The end of the war brought forth the need for post-war planning and the reports of
the 1948 confersnce are the result of the study of eight committees appointed to sur~
vey the needs and alms of their particular line of agriculture.

These reports are expected to serve as a guids, representing the best Judg-
ment of active farmers and farm women, in the future development of the farming in-
dustry of the county.

Henry Congar, General Chairman
W. B« Tucker, County Agent and General Sec,

REPORT QF LAND USE COMMITTEE
et dngt——— ‘_m

Jackson County has a total land area of 1,788,160 aores, Of this amount
365,202 aores are in farms, The 1945 census indicates a total of 98,077 ocrop acreage.
Approximately 95,000 acres have been in crops annually, with small variations in crops
from yszr to year. '

The 1940 United States census reports approximately 45,300 acres as irriga-
ted, or slightly leas than one«half of the pyltivated soreage, The 1945 census re-
ports 2,936 farmg, represanting the average size farm as 124 aeresK The censgus
shows an inorease in numbers of farms from 2,702 in 193p to 5,936 in 19457 The ¢om~
mittee believes that the numbers aof farms hag ingreased at a greater rate ' since }944,
Such increases in numbers of farms can be accounted for in two ways; subdivision and’
development of sub~marginal land.

Either of these methods are not considered economically sound if operators
expect to produce a fair standard of living, pay expenses of operations and pay for
the land and improvements from the agricultural income of the farm. .

Agricultural land values increased 64 per cent during the period 1940 to
1945, - Such land values are now estimated to be 100 per cent above tha 1930 level,

Subsistence Homesteads in Jackson County

The number of small farms (one to five acres in total area) was reported to
be approximately 1,000 in 1946, This number has been greatly inoreased during the
past two years, Owners of such subsistence homesteads are usually receiving a large
part of their %rosa incoms from industrial employment in nearby areas, (Logging,
sawmills, eto. The committee recommends that prospective purchasers investigate
ozrefully the permanence of such industrial employment prior to investing or purchas=
ing on ocontract, small non-economic farms, .

Cperators of small subsistence and non-sconomic farms require more than
average assistance in an attempt to maintain fair to good standards of living. The
committee recommended that the Extension Service survey these small farms and deters
min;lthe type of service needed to ald in iproving the economic stability of these
sma farms.

Water Resources

A portion of the 45,300 irrigated aores of Jackson County is noet adaquately
supplied with sufficient irrigation water to produce and mature all orops each year,
The committee recommended that every effort be made to conserve existing supplied by
reducing losses in storage reservoirs, canals and laterals, the lining, silting,
fluming or piping water across heavy seepage or loss argas; that farmers be urged to
develop ground water souroces (springs, sesp holes, etc,) wherever practical; that
pump sprinkling systems be installed where sources of water supplies are adequate and
the 1ift is not exocessive; and that irrigated land be leveled and prepared for irri-
gation so as to avoid the neocessity of using excessive amounts of water per acre,

The committee further recommends that the U,S. Bureau of Reclamation develep
additional storage reservoirs in the Rogue River Basin so as to insure adequate irri-
gation water for all lands now being irrigated as well as new lands not presently
served, Inoreased development and expansion of the agricultural resources of Jackson
County are dependsnt largely upon the development of additional water and the conser=
vavion of present supplies, '
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time. Thi

Size of Farm Units

——— a——

The committee would recommend that the following two points be used as a
guide in the determination of an economic farm unit, rather than a fixed acreage:

1. That the farm unit will provide full time ewmployment for the operator
and his family.

2. That %he productive capacity of the unit is sufficient to provide an
income which will insure 2 good standard of living and pay oif irdebtedness,

The committee recommends that all prospective purchasers of farm lands con-
sult freely with successful operators in the area and with Extension agents relative
to soil types and productive capacities of the land prior to purchase.

The present trends in farm prices may cause some farmers to expand their

present operations, If this will provide a more economical unit it will increase

farm efficiency and would be Justified, provided the operator is not too much in
dutt at the time. Veterans and others without agrioultural experience who seek to
angage in farming should be advised to either secure employment on a type farm of
their choice, or lcase a farm prior to purchase,

Iax Lanis
There are no tax delinquent agrioultural lands in Jackson County at this
¢ ia a fine thing and we hope this situation may continue indefinitely.

Rande Landg

The committee recommends that as rapidly as suitable grassgs, and more ecjpe-
cially liegumes can be found which will maintain themselves on the range lands, the
lower hills be sceded to such grasses and legumes to improve the production of forage.
Many of the present grasses might be greatly improved by seeding companion leguminous
plants so as to increase the availadle supply of nitrogen. Subterranean oclover and
orgeping alfalfa may be satisfaoctory for legumes, while alta fescue, perennial rye
grass, orchard gress and tall meadow oat grass are cxamples of some of the more pro-
mising dry land grasses.

The committee feels that the growing of small seeds is a profitadble enter~
prise for the ocounty, bdbut with the limited supply of irrigation water it will be neces-
sary to develop dry land orops for sced produotion, if the indusiry is to be expanded,

Cut Over Lands

The forest lands of commercial timber arc rapidly being harvested, This out
over land may pass to the ocounty following the harvesting of the present crop, In
such event the committee recommends that the agricultural interests support the County
GCourt in a County and State cooperative program of reforestation,

Respectfully submitted,

H. B, Conger, Chairman Ben Day

A, E. Brockway John Niedermeyer
Charles Elmore ~ Claude Hoover
e



REPORT OF THE HORTICULTURE COMMITTEER
DR  gmwe  gEmmME  SEESL—mmee——Uo—pnegsR gy omT

The follewing recommendations have becn made after giving duc ¢onsideration
to future production and possibilitiecs of changes in markets and marketing mcthods,

Pears
Low Grade Fruit

With ourrent depresscd markct conditions, growers arc warned that therc¢ may
be no market for pears below thec grade of Fanoy. “/here part time growers hire their
spraying and much of their work done, they should examine their operation carefully
to be sure it will be profitable under such strict marketing conditions,

Commercial growers may also wish to consider the removal of parts of their
orchards which produce low quality fruit., In all cascs, uncared for trces should bwe
removed to prevent infestation of the remainder of the orchard or neighboring orchards.

nglants

Missing trees in present productive orchards should be replaced with trees
of the present varicties., Planting of new blooks of pears is not rcoomménded except
where the planting is needed to complcte an economic unit or wherc the owner foels
sure that no other orop is as well sdapted to his particular soil and conditions.
A1l such plantings should be on blight resistant rootstoock.

Grafting
: Grafting of ome variety to amokher should bg done enly affer a lot of pere
fous consideratigns The only grafting suggested is where Bogc are goaiteped thrbugh

a block of another variety, In thesc ocases Besc trees should be grafted to that
variety exoept where they have value as pollinizers.

Apples
There should be no additional planting of apples in this oounty.

Peaches

v The aoresge of peaches has inoreased rapidly in recent years, not only in
Medford but all over the United States, 4As the Jackson County peach aorcage has
doudbled in the past five years, further cxpansion should be approached carefully.
There may de some demand for freestone peaches for canning and freezing. This mar-
ket outlet does not rcturn as much as the fresh market, but unless the grower is
prepared to use that outlet he should not plant.

Plums

There is no market for local consumption so before planting, a markct out=-
let should be assured, Wild plums have not produced good orops locally.

Charrics
Due. to the presence of a very destructive virus disease, aldino oherry,

cherry planting is discouraged until a control is found or a rcsistant variety develop-
ed,

Halnuts

Duc to increasing production, walnut planting is not rccommended except in
very favorable locations, , '

Filberts
As the filbert is not a heavy producing tree south of Roseburg, plantings

in this area azre discouraged, The plantings in the moré favoradbly looated areae have
inoreased rapidly and marketing has become a serious problem,
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Small Fruits

Sufficient cane berries are now produced for local consumption, There is
gome demand for berries for canning and frecezing and this outlet will probably in~
orease, Further cxpansion should be made after investigating suoh an outlet,

The strawberry acreage ocan be expanded when a discase resistant variety
suitable for this area is developed, ’

Truck Crops

4 small increase in vegoetable acreage would be justified to supply the
local markets, The cannery may also be an outlet for certain vegetables, such as
tomatocs., The cannery should be contacted before planting. A labor supply should
be assured before planting any considerable aoreagc.

Housing

Since the last report, the distrioct has acquircd equipment for a transient
labor camp and is now aoquiring buildings and grounds, Hewever, the lack of "on~the
ranch and orchard®™ housing in this county is a serious obstacle to scouring enough ot
the better oclass of scasonal workers. Jackson County probably has less of these faci-
lities than any fruit district on the Pacific coast.

It is recommended that growers provide quarters for seasonal workers in the
following ordey of preference,

1, Cottages
2. Tents with flpors and framcs
' 3, House trailep parks ;

Each type will reguirec approximataly the same facilities for anitation,
water, and lighte, :

Irrigation

The Irrigation Committece of the Fruit Growers League has cndorsed the plans
as outlingd by the United States Reclamation Bureau. This action has been taken in
the hope of furnishing the present water districts in this valley with additional
water neoessary to fulfill their obligations.

Available water resources now controlled by the water distriots in this area
are presently being utilized to the maximum and have definitely not generally becn
adequate. The fruit growers of this valley have experienced many years when insuffi-
oient irrigotion has adversely affected their productions 4 serics of dry years with
insufficient irrigation water could easily scriously reduce or terminate the produc~
tion of fruit in this section.

The Fruit Growers League has cndorsed a water conservation program and hae
cooperated with the water districts in its fulfillment. These steps have been neces~
sitated by the lack of adequate water for irrigation.

Respeoctfully submitted,

Ward B. Spatz, Chairman Otto Bohnert

Dr., George B, Dean David Lowry
Sheldby Tuttle R. W, Root
Ralph Cook Harry Holmes

By



REPORT OF SMALL FARMS COiMITTER
SEmmem im Weseer meowomme Semmetc—omen

Previous programs were reviewed and agreed on by the committee., ZEapeolally
the reoommendation that small farm operators should first produce food for the family,
including meat, milk, eggs, vegetables and fruit, since in this way the farm can con-
tridute more actual value than in any other known c¢nterprise with the posasible ecxoep-
tion of highly specialized crops which the rank and file of small operators would not
be able to grow,

After this sustenance has been provided, if ladbor and land are still avail-
able then the operator could grow a cash crop, ¢ither vegetables, tomatoes, sweet
corn or others, Small fruits (berrics or even peaches),seced orops, e¢specially ladino
clover seed, There is some possibility of growing vegetable and flower scads.

Growers of such oash orops should investigate market possibilities and to
énter into growers contracts with reputable market agenoies prior to planting or seed-
ing commercial acreages, Prospeotive producers are advised to confer with successful
producers in their area and with Bxtension agents in reference to production and mare-
keting probdblems.

It is recommended by the committee that small farms operators, especially
those employed part time or full time, use this period of high prices and high wages
$0 pay for the farm and equip it; also, to make.improvements on the property. If
this is acocomplished the committee delieves that the small operator will be able to
ride through a rather severe depression by supplementing farm produoction with scasonal
work off the farrqI

It is repognized by the committee that small farms are of three general
types: ‘
le. Small aoreage with operator employgd full time off the farm,
2. Small aoreage with operator e¢mploygd part time off the farm dut
dependent on the farm for a large part of his inoome,
3, Small acreage from which operator takes e¢ntire income,

It is understood that looation, soil type, 2and kind of farming will have a
bearing on the size of farm needed, but for a goal to aim at, the committee agreed
that not less than 20 aores of good irrigated land ocould bde oonsidered a praoctical
unit for full time farming, Ewvecn this would need to be bolstered with a dairy unit,
2 poultry unit or some other spcocialized enterprisec,

tnolud The wishes of the committee for servioce from the county agents'! office

nolude: : .

1. ©Small community meetings to disocuss plans and problems of small farms,

2. A few typical farm plans to show what can be acoomplished on small
acreage,

3. A group of bulletins to give in language understandable to the beginner
the things he should know in order to purchase and ocare for livestock
and orops intelligently.

Respectfully submitted,

Arthur Wisner, Chairman Lloyd A. George

R. D. MoCarty George P, Gilham
. Ge Ao Hudbbell R. 8. Wilds
Mrs, G, 4. Hubbell Cal Lusk
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REPORT OF THE CROPS COMMITTRE
IR o

Jackson County orop acres has shown very little variation for the past 2§
yearsi The 1945 census indicates there arc 98,077 acres of orop lands in the county.
There has been a definite shift in kinds of orops produced on a large part of this
orop aoréage. At onec time there were some 25,000 acres devoted to the production of
wheats The 1945 census reports 3,056 acres of winter and spring wheat., The shift
in grain orops has been toward legume orops and irrigated pastures. Irrigated im-
proved pastures have inoreascd from approximately 50 acres in 1927 to over 16,000
acres in 1947, :

The ratio of soil deple ting 6rops to soil conserving crops now is estimated
to be at 40-60 which is considered c¢ssential for maintaining soil fertility.

Recomme ndations

Low Production Lands

I4 is recommended that subterrancan oclover and/or alta fesoue or other suit-
able legum: 2nd grass be used for pasture and vetoh mixtures for hay orops be used
on low production lands, with other dry land grasses added when adaptability is esta-
blished. The committee believes such low production lands are better adapted %o pas-
ture and hay orops rather than to questionable grain production,

Your committee feelsktﬁat grass secd production has a futurc on these low
producing lands as well as on the better soils of the arca where speecial attention is
given to adaptadle varietics and approved cultural practices followed.

It is recommended that the Experiment Station with the cooperation of the
Pxtension Service and individyal farmers use larger areas in experimental work with
grasses, lecgumes, cereals and pasture mixtures thought to be adaptable to this areg,

Irrigated $mall Seed Crops

The committee feels that there is ample room for small seced production ina-
oreases, especially when grown as a combination of hay, pasture and seed., Ladino
clover 2nd lotus corniculatus (local strain) nre the main seed orops at present.

Ladino clover seed production can Jjustifiably be inoreased, as supplies
are far below present demands, Blue tag certified seed should be used in all new
secdings whether for pasture or seed production.

The local lotus 6orniculatus has proven best adapted to Jackson County lands,
and growers are advised to conocentrate on this proven strain, The test trials of
Italian lotus corniculatus, the New York strain of broadleaf lotus, as well as Lotus
Major do not appear to be adapted to this arca.

Growers of these seeds are advised 4o seocure the best seed obtainable, seed
on properly prepared seed beds, and practice a definite rotation system, This prac=-
tice will do much to maintain quality seced of maximum yields.

N Ladino olover will give best resulis on grass free, well drained, irrigated
soils. '

Lotus plantings should be made on the heavier, wet, irrigated lands and
should be sceded on a well pagked sced bed. Extreme oarec should be exercised in the
harvesting of the seed orop to reduce shattcring. DLotus is one of the superior pas-
ture and hay orops and may be successfully grown as a companion orop with Ladino
clover, alta fescug, and other suitable grassecs.

Subterranean Clover

This Mt, Barker subterrancan clover has already shown its merits in this
county, aspecially on the poorer types of soil, It has a good future both as 2 pas=-
ture and seed orop, Best results have been obtained when new scedings are made in
the early f211 (August 15) with high germination inoculated seed on well prepared
packed sced beds,

The producers of seed of this variety will experienoce difficulty in harves{e
ing seed, as ordinary clover seecd harvest mcthods are not sdequate, Vacuum suction
harvesters and/or rotary sweepers used in combination with combine harvcsters have
been used suecessfully where soil conditions will permit.

-



This clover is not adapted to lands that get very wet during the winter
months .

Sugar Beets

Sugar bect sced yields have been high in Jackson county. It is recommcnded
that & limited acrcage be planted on goed clean land that is gasily jrrigated, %x
operaters that have time to give the proper ocarg gi the right time, This is a high
{ncome orop and is espccially adapted to the smaller type farms. Prospective growers
should first contact reliable seed companics for 2 grower's contract, and it is rcoom-
mended that such contracts providé for the seed purchase price on g sliding socale
bascd on per cent germination.

Vegetable Seeds

Some vegctable seeds have been grown locally, especially onion, carrot'and
cabbage seeds, 'hile yiclds have been good, it is recommendcd that no vegetable
sceds be grown without a dcfinite contract with a reliable secd companye.

Alfalfz Seccd

Prior to 1946 alfalfa sced yields were poor and spotty., Since that period
considerable investigetional studics have been made with inscot pest control methods
and very sucoessful yields havc been reported by growers using control methods for
lygus bugs, thrip, and aphids, v ‘

Yieclds of from 200 to 600 pounds of seed per acre have becn secured, and
many growers belicve sucoccssful yiclds may be obtained every year under this inscet
control method. The committce rccommends further studies be made in the use of DDT
and other inscocticides.

Sudan Gross

It is recommended that production of Sudan grass seed be confincd to an
acrcage that would ordinarily be idle.

Grains

The average production of small grains is being raiscd by the introduction
of better varictics. At the present datc, Federation %38 wheat, Velvon, Utah winter
and Trebi barley arc recommecnded as the better varictics.

~N .
The committec rcoommends that new veariety trials be continued and ex-
panded at the 3outhern Oregan Experiment Station. Farmers are urged to take advantage
of the results of such variety trials.

Corn

. Since corn is a cultivatcd orep znd as there is 2 dcfinite nced for grain
for turkcys and poultry, as wcll as other livestook, and since there is a definite
demand for censilage crops to supply succulent fced during the dry pasture periods, tha
aorcage devotcd to corn should bec maintained at 2bout 4,000 aorcs annually. Hybrid
varietics are rccommended,

Corn is well adapted to the smaller acfeagcs where 2 ocultivated crop is
desiradble in 2 rotation with secd orops, pasturec, etoc.

Hay Crops

It is thé opinion of the committee that with our present population of live~
stock there is produced insufficient hay for a severe winter, Increase¢d acrcages of
vetch and oat hay and increasecd plantings of improved legume hays such as lotus on
wet lands and French alfalfa on well draincd seoils are recommecnded.

The French alfalfa that has becen developed on the Southern Oregon Experimont
Station should be increased by grower secd plantings on a certification basis, so
that sced of this voriety may be made availadble to local hay produccrs as soon 2%
possiblea
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Vetoh and Oats

This hay orop should be continucd in a rotation so as to produce needcd hay
supplies and as a soil builder to maintain fertility.

Noxiqus Wieeds

Noxious weeds, and more ¢speoially star thistle, are becoming an inorecasing-
ly difficult problem, Ficld demonstrations conducted throughout the county during the
past year have shown that star thistle as well as most noxious weceds may be controlled
by spraying with 2,4-D,

Star thistlec in grain fi¢lds may be controllcd dy applying 3/4 to onc pound
of parent acid per aore without dsmaging the grain orop, if applicd prior to the date
the grain is in the boot. Many other spray materials are now available for weed con-
trol, and growers are urged to cquip themselves with the proper spray equipment,

; WARNING: Persons using 2,4-D and similar type weed killers are cautioncd
to use cxtreme care in application tp prevent drift of spray mnterials to orchards
Shrubs and oiher brosdleaf piants that are susceptible to the spray materials.

Road and highway right-~of-ways are a constant source of spread of noxious
weeds. It is theé recommendation of the committee that the County Court be urged to
inorease its appropriantions 2and provide improved equipment for weed conirol on such
roadways.,

Farmers are urged to pay cspeoianl attention to weeds on their farms and
engage in a contrel program.

Irrigation

The present inadequate supply of irrigation water for the presently irri-
gated lands of the county, limits the expansion of orop acres. The U, 3, Burcau of
Reclamation has announced plans for inoreasing the supply of wnter to those lands
now inadequately supplied and supplying full water rights for more than double the
now irrigated lands of the ocounty, The eommittece recommends that all agricultural
and urban intcrests study such plans and use their interests toward this proposed
development, .

Respectfully submittcd,
Arnold Bohnert, Chairman Ben Day

John Niedecrmeyer John Bohnert
Charles Elmore Otto Bohnert

REPORT OF POULTRY COMMITTER
———— W — o=

Poultry and turkeys were oconsidered by the committee and re¢ports on each
are herewith submitted.

Poultry

Statistiocs show that the Pacifle Coast States' human population has inoreas-
ed approximately 39 per cent sinoe the end of the war, The shifting of population has
not yat rcached a statlonary point, apd present trends indionte 2 ocontinuing increase
to this area, Poultry population has not kept pace with the incrcase in human popu-
lation; henee, the Pacifio Coast States have changed from a surplus to a2 deficienoy
producing arca, Poultry products have boen importcd during the past two years at a
constantly inoreasing rate.

The inoreased population in the Pacific Coast area is not alone responsiblse
for the shortage of poultry preducts. The average consumption of eggs has risen from
200 per capita in the pre-war period to 385 per capita in 1947,

The world food demand, the greatly inoreased per capita consumption of poul-
try products, and the rapid inocreasc of populatien to the Pacific Coast states would
normally point toward demands for inoreased numbers of laying flooks.



The shortage of poultry feed supplics, partieularly wheat, will no doubt be
the limiting factor in maintaining prescnt numbers or in an cxpanding program, Our
government has indicated & definite grain conservation program and has requested ¢s~
tablishment of conserving practices on cach farm,

In view of prescnt cconomic conditions, with due eonsideration of the neces-
sity for conserving grain and feed supplies, and producing maximum human food, having
in mind the long-time poultry program, your committec presents thc following rcocom-
mendations: .

. 1. That commercial floocks should bec maintained at a minimum of 2,000 units,
2 sideline flock of 500 hens; agd that farm flocks be held to approximately 25 laying
hens. :

2, That established producers maintain their prcscnt size coperations to tha
meximum of their equipment, available feed supplies, and financial possibilitics,

3, That thosc contcmplating starting a commercial enterprise study carcful-
ly and analyze prescnt coonomic conditions and arrange for buildings, equipment, fced
suvpplies, and financing before cmbarking on a pouliry enterprise.

4, That rcplacements normally should be 100 pecr cent pullets in commecreial
¢gg producing flocks in order to secure maximum rcturns. However, soms producers may
¢ inolined to hold over hens and depend on carly forced moult to save the cost of
shick purchasc and dcvelopment, In general it is believed that just as much grain and
mesh will be consumgd hy such hens during such moult period as would be required to
develop the chicks to the lay stage. Thereforc, it is questionable whether or not a
saving would be made. If pullcts should be held over, only the becst should be so held
and rigid oulling practiced throughout their lay periods In no case should pullets
and yecar~old hens be mixed or houscd together, Hold over pullcts or ycarling er older
hens arc a constant threat as discase carriers.

5. Since threc rats consume a quantity of feced cqual to that required by
‘%o laying hens, your committee rcocommends that cach poultry producer prazotice an in-
“engsive rodent control program on those farms where thesc rodents are located. :

6. Poultrymen agreé¢ that skimping on feed supplicd laying flocks is neither
cconomical or saving on fced supplies., Poultrymen are, therefore, urged to fced maxi-
mum guantities of well balanced feeds during the development period, moulting period,
and especially during the lay period. Supplemental grcen feeds of grass legumes, roots
or fine low fiber silage is rcoommended. et mash supplied for a twenty to thirty min-
ute midday period is recommended for laying flocks.

7« Non-producing pullects or hens represent 2 liability to poultrymen; there-
fore, a weekly culling program is advocated.

8+ Poultrymen are urged to inatall feed troughs and hoppers equipped with
over~hang lips or flanges 3o as to prevent waste of feed by billing. Avoid over file
ling feed hoppers,

9. Inoreasecd production may be scourcd during short daylight perioeds by the
use of artificial lights. 4 recgular program arranged to provide a twelve to thirteecn
rour day is recommendecd.

10, Poultrymen producing broilers and frycrs are adviscd to consider market-
ing their birds at 2§ to 3 pounds weight instcad of 3 to 4 or more pounds.

11, Ovmers of established breeding flocks are advised to maintain such flocks
but where reductions in numbers arec ncoessary because of facd scarcity, or lack of cgg
mackets, to cull out the lass desirable birds so as to have the better birds for expan-
sicn when conditions warrant,

Jurkeys

Oregon as wcll as othcr Pacific Coast states is rapidly approaching the
point where turke¢ys produccd in this ares will bc consumed in the area, Approximately
73 pecr cent of the northwest crop is now consumed in the 2rea. Prescnt indications
point to a 50 per gent reduction in brecding flocks, J4ir transportation has made it
possible to ship both eggs and poults long distances without hazards, Jackson county
turkey growers have made exccllent progress in breeding and producing broad breasted
birds of high quality. Diseasc-frce flocks have becen dovelopcd through approved test=
ing 2nd culling methods,

Qe



The uncertsin conditions relative to fced supplies and market prices offered
for mecat birds, breeding stock eggs and poults may cause a greater reduction than is
desirable from the long range viewpoint,

Your ‘cemmittee belicves n¢w inexpcrienoed growers should investigate all
phases of turkey produetion and marketing prior to ecntering the business,

: Productioh coests will no doubt be high until such time as supplies of feed
are more plen¥iful and grain prices are reduced. Turkeys arc now sglling at relative~
1y loweér parity ratios than a majority of other agricultural commoditics.

Jackson county turkey production has been pretty well stabilized at from
50,000 to 60,000 birds annually, We belicve the Roguc River Valley is ia 2 favorable
situation for the production of turkeys; thercfore, the following recommendations are
presented:

1. That bdreeding floocks be maintained and that market outlets in other
states for both eggs and poults be expanded.

2. That turkey growers produce morc of their feed requirements such as
grain, roots and grecn feced.

3. That breeding floocks be fed from eight to tecn pounds of green feed,
roots or low fidber silage per 100 birds to conscrve grain,

4, That production of meat birds be maintained at near the consumption
demand in the Pacific area,

5. .That turkey growers eliminate the rodent rats on their farms in order
to conserve grain.

6. That equipmant used in feeding poults and devcloping bdirds be inspected
and remodeled to eliminate ficld waste of grain,

7. That commercial producers purchase eggs or poults only from discase
frec stoock..

: 8. That inoreased attention be given to sanitation, pasture or range rota-
tion and approved good managemont practices.

Respectfully submitted,

Lawrence Luy, Chairman Lee Wilson
Clarence Davies Roy Sarver
Mrs, B. A, Clerk Bill Penninger

REPORT OF DAIRY COMMITIEE

The production of milk in the United Stntes shows a 3 per oent decrease from
the 1940-46 periods Oregon milk and cream production shews n 4 per cent decline dur-
ing this same period, Cream sales deorensed 60 per ocent, whilc whole milk sales
showed a 45 per cent increase during the period.

Jackson County dairy oow population of 9,573 cows and hcifers milked ia 1945
inoreascd to approximately 13,000 head in 1946, but has shown.a rapid decline in 1947,
It is e¢stimated that there are approximately 11,000 head in the county at this time,

The average size of dairy herds is increcasing to more ncarly fit into a
labor unit sizec, Many of the small uncoonomioc units have been disposed of and the
operator has enlarged on other agrioultural enterprises. The stable dairyman with
high producing herds and adecquatc equipment is tending to enlarge his operations,

There are many good foundation breecding stock in the county. Howevéer, in
general the class of stock has shown very little improvement during the past few ycers.
Too little attention has been given to proven bulls for herd sires, with the greater
cmphasis having been placed on beef type bulls for producing beef type calves. Fro-
quently these oross bred heifer calves have cither been retained in the ownert's herd
or sold through auetion yards to others for replacement.
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There is still reom for improvement through introduction of impraved drood-
ing stock, a well developed breeding pregram, using proven sires and accompanigd dy
a disense eradication program.

Moomﬂdndationg

Size of Herd

Dairying should net be oarricd on as 2 side~linec enterprise. The committce
feels that a minimum herd of ten high producing cows is cssential for an eoonomic unit.
Larger herds should be plannsd for those opcrators whoe have facilitics, land for pas-
turc, hay production,labor and finanoes o justify the operation,

Fced Supplics

Good irrigated pastures are e¢ssontial to cconomical productien. Many dairy
operations are restrictecd in size of herds by the lapk of pastures that will provide
ample forage throughout the pasturc scason, . The herd size should be regulanted to the
amount of pasture forage availabla at the low pasturc period rather than the number
of cows and young stock sueh pasturcs will oarry at thg pcak of the pasture period,
Surplus pasture ¢rops availabdle during the paak periods cnn well be converted into
hay or grass silage. , : :

Your committee suggests that every dairyman give serious conaideration %o
the production of grass silage. Frecquently greater tonnage of grass silage oan be
produced on Jackson county lands than corn or other grain silage orops. Feed tests
show that properly propared grass silage has a higher waluc for dairy cows.

The dairyman having adequate silo storage com ecasily convert whas would be
improperly oured hay into a good quality silage ocrop, thus saving his orop. The $ype
and size of silo will depend on size of hard and greund tepography. The trench silo,
where possible to eonstrust, is mobe cgonomical from cemstruction cost, machincry re=-
quired and labdor to. operate. The operator will have a choice of metal, conorete,
blook or wood construction in the upright siloe.

Erccding

”

_Artificiel inbemination has deen practiecd a sufficient length of time to
prove its efficieney &in inoreasing production in dairy cnttle. Some asasociations
Nave inoreascd fat 47 pounds per cow in the first generation, One state association
‘reports 50 per eent ¢f the bulls used preduced calves that when in productien showe d
definite inocreases of fat over their dams.

Orcgon erganized and has operated a state association for the past five
years. The services of these preven and superior type dulls are availadle to daliry-
men through coumty or district affiliated associations, Sinoe the bulls are superior
to those usually available to the average dairyman and at a recognized lesscr cost
over private ownership, the cemmittece recommends that local dairymen give serious con-
sideration to this program, )

Testing

The Jacksoen County Dairy Herd Improvement dssociation was reorganized in
~ January 1948, Somc six hundred cows are now being tested monthly. This represents
only about 5 per cent of the preducing cows of the county. Regular monthly testing
and reeording predustion has proven the most satisfactory method of determing the
raal wvalue of 4the dairy cew,

The committee recommends that dairymen continune to enlargs the present
associatien or arrange for regular tesiing of all dairy cows in the county. Low pro-
ducing cows that d¢ not pay 2 profit over feed costs and labor should be disposecd of
tor meat purposecs,

Discase Control

The dziryman is constantly confronted with discase prodlems, Chief among
the dairy cattle diseases are bruccllosis {(Bang's), 2nd tuberculosis. Oregon has
ample laws covering the control and eradication of thesg transmittable disemses, How-
aver, either the enforcament is lax or the general pudlic is not supporiing such re-
gulations, Disease control is first an individual owner's problem, The practice of
testing to dctermine the presence of the discase, them the disposal of affeoted stock
to other producers can not be considered as a mcthod of eithecr control or eradication,



Records show that all ef the abovc diseases are showing inorcases or 2
spread throughout the arcas sinoce tcsting slowed up during the war period, High
prices being paid for dairy cattle have caused inorcased movement of stock from
county to county as well as within the county boundarics and is an important factor
in the spread of discosce

The committce rccommends that every owner of dairy cattle practicc 2
discasc eradication program on his own farm and discourage the transfer of infeoted
stock by disposal for immediate slaughtere Owners are also urged to cooparate in
the ¢xisting state rcgulations pertaining to the introduction and transportation of

stock in the county,
Respectfully submitted,

Victor Birdscye, Chairman J. W, Bigham

4lbert Straus Lewis Clark
Jewell Lowe Robert Mincar
C. C. Lgaf Bugene Moore
Hjalmer Westerburg Harvey Stanley
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REPORT OF JACKSON COUNTY LIVESTOCK COMMITT
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Becf .cattle, shecep and swine have been consideréd in this report.

The beaf ocattle industry expanded during the pericd 1935 to 1945 and is
¢stimated to represcnt 38 per ocent of the animal industry of the county., The commer~
cial beef industry has dcolined approximately 30 pcr ocnt during the past three. years
due primarily to dcoreased range fced supplics, Purebred breeding stock has increased
approximately 100 per cent during this szme period, The numbers of both sheep and
hogs deelined during this paeriod,

The committeec feecls that range sheep and cattle numbers can be inoreased in
_ proportion to range improvement. In the cvent the range lands arc not improved so as
to produce grecater carrying oapacities then cattle and sheecp numbers will prodabdbly
remain at adbout present levels,

Registered brceding herds of both beef cattle and shecp may continue to in-
ore¢ase on the irrigated farm lands of the county.

' The proposed development for increascd storage of irrigotion water supplies
for presently irrigated lands and new lands to bhe irrigated would make possible a 100
per oent increase in numbers of beef cattle and sheep in the county.

The swine population decrensed some 70 per cent since 1943 due primarily te
the narrow ratio between the price of pork and grain, With a wider sprcad betwaen
pork and grain prices, the swinc population is now tending toward increascd numbers of
swincse

Recommendations

Raising beef oattle is a business in itseclf and should not be considered as
a2 sideline enterprisc. Thc system of keeping beef cattle on the home ranch during
the winter months and running them on the pudlic lands or range arcas during the sum~
mer grazing season is ide=l so long as sufficicnt feed is available and losses can be
held to a2 minimum. Somc suocess can be had by using irrigated pasturcs for summer
pasture although costs are usually greater.

Breeding

The committee feels that the inorcased numbers of registercd hards of becf
cattle in the county will aild in producing a bettor industry, There is room for ex-
pansion of this phase of the beef production program,
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Good bdulls improve the ocalf orop by producing calves worth at least $30,00
per head over ocull bull ealves., The introduction of good breeding stock locally as
well as through local sales or auctions in the area is 2 good method of intreducing
improved stock and should be cnoouraged by all livestook intorests.

Range and Pasture Management

Drift Fences

Many ranges would have better control oier cattle if drift fecnocs were oon=-
structed and ocattle guards ergotcd at places where stoock may move off designated
range, Such fenoe and cattle guards would tcad to reduce strays and losses.

Grass Sgeding

Natural grasses have been depleted from many of the previously good grazing
areas through the cutting of timber and accompanying logging operations. 4 unificd
resceding of desirable, adapted grasscs would greatly improve the range are2as.

' ~ The introduction of a2 greater number of legume grasscs on the range area
will improve the grasscs now growlng on the range by supplying more nitrogen., The
committee recommends that stockmen cooperate with the Hxperiment station of the agri~
oultural college, Grazing Service and U.3, Torest Servioce in an effert to decte rmine
the best kinds of grasscs to use in reseeding the low early spring grazing arcas as
well as 4$he higher summer grazing areas,

Weecd Eradication and Control

Certain poisonous plants eause hcavy anaual losses of cattlec and sheep,
Hemlook, larkspur, lupin and dcath camas are cxamples.

The committee recommends that thcse infested arcas be located and a program
be started toward eradication,

Discass and Parasitc Control

Stookmen are paying heavy penalties each year in cattle losses, slow gain,
infeoted caroasses or small oalf crops becausaea of diseasec or parasites.

Disecase

Blacklcg - is o preventable discase and the uniform wvEccination of all
calves is recommendcd, .

Brucallosis (Bang's Diecsease) - of cattle cause low calf crops and shy
brecders or sterility. The stoockman should keep informed and practiee the approved
methods of testing and ogontrol measures,

Tubereulosis = Records show that Jacksen county ocattle are relatively fres
of tuberoulosis. This has caused a reduction in the number and frequenoy of tests.
Slaughter rcoords and veterinarians report the disease inercasing during the past
five years. Annual testing is recommended for free herds and more frequent tests
that show suspeots or rcaeting animals in a herd,

Parasites

Liverflukes - some sections of the county are badly infcsted with snails
whioh are the intermediate host for the liver fluke., Stockmen are losing $5.00 per
head or more when producing stock infecoted with this parasite. The snails mey he
controlled or cradicatcd by careful management and stoskmen will usually seourc bene-
fits in one year thet equals the cost of snail eradication. Snleable livers, in-
orcased gain in eight, abscnoe of recd water and gencrally improved stock are the
rewards for smnail cradiocation on infested pastures, watcrholes and wet lands.
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The charting of county areas where snails are prevalent is suggested and
if the survey shows the widc-spread infestation reportcd, then a county-~wide campaign
should be lounched to cradicate the places of infestation.

Ox Warbles -~ two species of ox warbles arc known to be in Oregon. These
parasites (heel flies) causc high losses to stockmen in lower priced carcasses and
hidess A hide having five grub holcs is classificd as No. 2 and those with grecatecr
numbers are usually considered 2s unsatisfactory for tanning. .

Applications of rotenone as a spray or dust to the backs of infected aniw
mals will provide control, Coordinatecd county-widec control practices would soon
ecradicate these parasites from the arca,

Licc ~ many cattle herds arc infected with lice during fall and winter
feeding periods. General practices of spraying or dipping infcoted stock will con=-
trol the pests 2nd pay premiums to the operators in more thrifty stock at rcduced
fced costs, DDT or rotenone with wettable sulfur is rccommended for c¢ither spray or
dipping opplications for control of cattle lice.

Sheap

The shcep population recached an all time low during the 1940-46 period.
This vesulted from:
1, Dacrcased range availablc for sheep
2. 3hortage of labor to handlec range lands
3. Low wool pricecs

The increasc of rangec shéep will depecnd largely on the improvement to the
spring and summer grazing areas, As wool prices arc improving, experienced labor is
more plentiful and‘mutton and lamb prices show incrcascs,

There is room for expsnsion of the farm raised purebrecd as well as commer-
cial flocks. It is rcocommendcd that sheep owners practicec spraying or dipping 2ll
shecp for the control of cxternal parasites.

Swine

Swinc can well be increascd whehever the spread between grain and pork is
sufficiently wide to make the enterprise profiteblce;

Transportation

Some county roads or sections of roads are narrow. Othcr roads have ob=
structions erccted necar the 4raveled section thus presenting a real hazard for stock
trucks and trailers.

The committce reccommends that the narrow road sections be improved wherecver
possiblc and that oream and milk loading stands or platforms be set back as far as
practical with gravel placed 8o as to cnable milk trucks to pick up the cans without
danger of getting stuck.,

This should be considered a cooperative project with stockmen, dairymen,
general farmers ond county road meintenance orcws working toward greater safety on
the roads z2nd highways.

Rospecctfully submitted,

C. C, Hoover, chairman J. W. Bighom
Claus Charley Herd Carlton
Vern Brophy Glenn Smith



REPOEE gg FARM HOME AND RURAL LIFE COMMITTEg

After reviewing the original Farm Home and Rural Life Committee report of
February 5, 1946, and January 30, 1947, the committec submits the following
reoommendations for considecration in planning for better family living in Jackson
County homes. The committee has taken into comsidcia%®ior thec over-all need of
the family and community in making this report nnd suggecsis that some of the
recommendations could best be carried out by community organizations, churches,
and granges. Many are adaptable to the program of home cxtcnsion unit groups
or other study groups, and some are suggestions to individunls for improving their
own home lifa,

Housing

In light of the prescnt ciortage in housing anrd genural interest in building
2nd remodeling, the committsc recocommends that home owners, real e¢state men, con—
tractors, and building supply dcalers should bc acquaintcd with the material that
is available on housing through the OSC BExtension Service. This might include '
help on how to use such matcrial. In order that individuals in all communitics
might take advantage of this housing aid, it is recommendecd that every community,
through grange, home extension, or other organizations, have projeot lcaders who
have been trained in the use of this material. They in turn might pass on the
ldeas to individuals who are doing & building program.

In line with the housing progratm, it is most important that all individuals
be acquainted with the safecty features of building, such as wiring, stairways,
chimneys, etoc., and the loscal building codes, to make for better, safer housing.

Home lighting is a phase of the housing projecoct that needs more definite
study, emphasis being placed on adequate light and renovation of the present
lighting facilities to meet the family's nceds.

In conncotion with house planning, morec emphasis should be placed on proper
working surface heights for the various household tasks and special care taken
in the planning of the home to fit the individual's needs and requirementsi

Homc Management and Housg Furnishings

The committee feels that many of the present building programs are not based
on sound finanoial planning and, recommends meetings that will help the home owner
to answer the question, "Am I getting my money's worth?®

With equipment now being more readily available on the markct and new equip-~
ment coming on the market, the committce feels that it is important that consider-
ation be given to the buying, care, and repair of household equipment, such as
washing machines, ranges, refrigerators, home freezing units, eto.

Oregon's new community property law is a problem that many familics do not
understand thoroughly. This phase should be studied in relation to the family's
financial plan.

Landscaging

Much work needs %o be done in planning the landscaping of home grounds.,
A basic landscape meeting has been held this year, but morec help nceds to be
availabla to the very inexperienced person, followed by a program on identifica~-
tion and planting of perennials.

Foods and Nutrition

The committee raports that the school lunch program should be given speocial
study in 21l communitics by home cxtension units, parent-teacher groups, and all
parents. It seems obvious that fecderal government aid in this project will beocome
less in the future and that the community necds to investigate their present school
lunch program and encourege a greater knowledge of its value among 2ll parents, to
assure a continuation of this program as a community project whether or not gov-
¢rnment aid continues to bde available in the future
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With greater interest in home freczer lockers, the committec recocommends
presentation of material on the use of ready preparcd meels for freezer lockers
and complctc study by the individual homemaker the sost of home frcezer lookers.

The nutrition program in Jackson County has been rather well developed, but
there is still need to encourage adoption of more geod nutrition practioces in the
average homec, with rclationship of nutrition and discase, ineluding charactcristios
of healthy ohildren and the effcot of diet on health,

The cormittee rccommends support of the National Food For Freedom campaign,
with inoreascd home gardening and food precservation,

Clothing

Reports indicate that clothing costs will rcmain high, particularly in the
ficld of recady madc garments. More yardage matcrial will be availadle, and the
homemaker will find a considerablc savings in home construction of children's
clothing as well as her own. In light of this situation, thc committce recommands
that special emphasis be placed on slothing censtruction problems.

Labeling in oclothing is becoming morec and more impertant with the use of
synthctio matarials and combinations of thcse with the natural fibres. A consumer
clucation program should bc conducted to encourage greater attention to labeling.

Community and Family Life

The committee faels therc is a2 definite necd for a program in family life,
but as far ns the Extension Serviec is concerncd therec is no spegialist available,
and suggests participation in P.T.A. and hcalth unit programs.

4~-H Clubdb

Home economics cludb work c¢nrollment was inorcased more tham 100 per oent
during 1947. The committce recommends that home cxtcnsion unit groups and other
community organizations could assist in the promotion of 4-~H Cludb work by:

1. Sponsoring 4~H Club work in the community.

2. Arranging with 4-H Club agent to supply lcaders for olubs in the
community. (This is particularly necded.

3. Working with lecal 4~H lecaders to assist them by making personal
contacts with 4-H parcnts to help them understand their part in
the child's projecot.

4, If the group decidecs to sponsor 4-H Clubs or make awards, pleasc
notify the 4~H Cludb agent well in advenoce and consult with him
conocrning the nature of the award.

The home coconomiocs fair will be held in Junc this ycar in conncotion with the
l:mb show. The committce rcoommends that a spe ocial training secotion for 4-H Clud
nhairmen of the units be inocluded at Officcrs! Training mecting and that a planned
training program for 4~H Club leaders bc organized next ycar, so that theoy may
rcecive specific help in the subjeot mattcr where it is nceded,

Respcctfully submitted,

Mrs. Arnold Bohnert, chairman
Mrs. B. A. Clark
Mrs. David Blair
Mrs. Walter Hash
Mrs. Clco Gilohrist
Mrs. Leland Charley
Miss Clairc Hanley
Mrs. Andrcw Stcvens
Mrs. Lece Port

Mrs, Jason Ottinger
Mrs. J. R. McCrackegn
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