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Land Acknowledgment

Oregon State University in Corvallis, 
Oregon, is located within the traditional 
homelands of the Mary’s River or 
Ampinefu Band of Kalapuya. Following 
the Willamette Valley Treaty of 1855, 
Kalapuya people were forcibly removed 
to reservations in Western Oregon. 
Today, living descendants of these people 
are a part of the Confederated Tribes of 
Grand Ronde Community of Oregon 
and the Confederated Tribes of the Siletz 
Indians. 
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Credits
People:

● Kevin Jones, Metadata Technician
● Cara Key, Metadata Librarian
● Chris Petersen, Archivist
● Ryan Wick, Analyst Programmer

Timeline:

● Issue identified – February 2022
● Phase One, Sports Media Guides – March 2022
● Phase Two, other OSU collections – coming soon

Tech:

● Oregon Digital - https://www.oregondigital.org/ 
● Opaque Namespace - 

https://opaquenamespace.org/ 
● Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH)
● Google Sheets
● Github
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Oregon Digital

● Historical and cultural digital 
collections repository

● Shared by Oregon State 
University and University of 
Oregon

● > 500,000 assets

● Linked open data

● Open source Samvera system

● Re-launching on Hyrax in 2023
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https://www.oregondigital.org/ 

https://www.oregondigital.org/
https://www.oregondigital.org/
https://www.oregondigital.org/


OSU Sports Media Guides Digital Collection
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides 
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https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bq520
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bq520
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cj71b
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cj71b
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cg64h
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cg64h
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bh98c
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bh98c


 Gender Inequality in Titles
Title: 

2012-2013 Oregon State University 
Basketball Media Guide 

Title: 
2012-2013 Oregon State University 
Women’s Basketball Media Guide 
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https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cf84s
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cf84s
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q


OSU Sports Media Guides - Subjects

7



 Gender Inequality in Subjects

Subject:
Basketball 

Subject:
Basketball for Women
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https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cf84s
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cf84s
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q


Not “Basketball”
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https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt19k
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt19k
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bs81v
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bs81v


A New 
Gender-Equitable 
Description Policy 

(With rare exceptions…)

1. All OSU Sports Media Guides will 
include the team’s gender in the title 

2. All OSU Sports Media Guides will 
include subject terms indicating:

a. Generic sport (e.g. “Basketball”)

b. Gender + sport (e.g. “Basketball for 
women”)

c. Gender + “College sports” (e.g. 
“College sports for women”)
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Implementing the Policy Change: 
Metadata Remediation
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12Controlled Vocabularies



LCSH Available Terms
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Generic Term [Sport] For Women [Sport] For Men
College sports College sports for women
Baseball Baseball for women
Basketball Basketball for women
Cross-country running
Football Football for women
Golf Golf for women
Gymnastics Gymnastics for women Gymnastics for men
Rowing
Soccer Soccer for women
Softball Softball for women
Swimming Swimming for women
Tennis
Track and field Track and field for women
Volleyball Volleyball for women

Wrestling



Gender bias in LCSH
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Gender bias in LCSH
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Wikidata Available Terms
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Generic Term Women's [Sport] Men's [Sport]
College sports
Baseball women's baseball men's baseball
Basketball women's basketball men's basketball
Cross-country running women's cross country running men's cross country running
Football women's American football men's American football
Golf women's golf men's golf
Gymnastics women's gymnastics
Rowing women's rowing men's rowing
Soccer women's association football men's association football
Softball
Swimming
Tennis women's tennis men's tennis
Track and field women's athletics men's athletics
Volleyball women's volleyball men's volleyball

Wrestling women's wrestling



Filling in Gaps with Opaque Namespace

● Opaque Namespace: OSU’s local 
controlled vocabulary management 
system

● Created 15 new gender-plus-sport terms 

● Mirrored LCSH formatting, e.g. 
“Basketball for men”

● Used “Same As” linkages to Wikidata 
terms 

These terms are freely available as linked 
open data at http://opaquenamespace.org.  
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Quick Lookup Sheet
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Batch Updates
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Checking Our Work

Title: 
2012-2013 Oregon State University 
Men’s Basketball Media Guide

Subjects:
Basketball; 
Basketball for men
College sports for men

Title: 
2012-2013 Oregon State University 
Women’s Basketball Media Guide 

Subjects:
Basketball
Basketball for women
College sports for women
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https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cf84s
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cf84s
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q
https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q


OSU Sports Media 
Guides - Subjects, 
Revisited
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The Upshot ● Improves representation for 
women athletes by confirming 
their participation in “real” sports

● Increases discoverability of 
women’s teams’ guides

● Addresses and reduces the 
“default” position of men 
athletes

● Focuses on meeting users’ 
needs and expectations

● Maintains consistency in 
metadata descriptions
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Thank you!

Sports media guides’ cover images copyright Oregon State University Athletics 
Department, used to represent the original material under the terms of a Creative 
Commons license. List of media guide cover images:
Oregon State College, Athletic News Bureau. (1957). 1957 Rose Bowl Press Book. Oregon Digital. 

https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bq520 
Oregon State University, Sports Information Department. (1978). 1978-1979 Oregon State University Women's Intercollegiate Athletics Media Guide. 

https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cj71b 
Oregon State University, Sports Information Department. (1992). 1992-1993 Oregon State University Women's Basketball Media Guide. Oregon Digital. 

https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bs81v  
Oregon State University, Sports Information Department. (1993). 1993 Oregon State University Women's Gymnastics Media Guide. Oregon Digital. 

https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cg64h
Oregon State University, Sports Information Department. (2003). 2003-2004 Oregon State University Women's Basketball Media Guide. Oregon Digital. 

https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt19k  
Oregon State University, Sports Information Department. (2007). 2007 Oregon State University Men's Baseball Media Guide. Oregon Digital. 

https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bh98c 
Oregon State University, Sports Information Department. (2012). 2012-2013 Oregon State University Men's Basketball Media Guide. Oregon Digital. 

https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71cf84s 
Oregon State University, Sports Information Department. (2012). 2012-2013 Oregon State University Women's Basketball Media Guide. Oregon Digital. 

https://oregondigital.org/sets/osu-sports-media-guides/oregondigital:fx71bt25q 

With tremendous appreciation to the OSU student athletes whose likenesses were featured.

Want to follow up? Contact cara.key@oregonstate.edu. 
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