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. Beport on Ehatiné with Crsd Fishersen
Astoria, December 21, i§€§ ‘

Gensral Order #V of July, 1948 setting up closed sessons for orab fi’ﬁxiﬁx
in Oregon gtated that no fishing wase p&mi%é& in she we'ers under jurisdictien

af the Siate during the closed sessen., YHowever, no provision was mede regarding

possession of orabs during this time providing they were legally oaushit.

Gn or 3%&%. riovember2d cne bost rut out 23 pots SE of Buoy # B st the
moath of the Columbia ?@;mrs This ares 1s bayond the three mile li=is of present
wz}?@ State jurisdiction. BSizce the state has ne jurisdiction in thase ‘mﬁm.
woder sresent resulstions, it follows that not only is fishing in ﬂmne saiers
possible tut $het also the crats would have to be considered 1@@&113"#&@1 and
hanes cculd b2 lsnded and seld despite the az:;;;;maaé elosed wgmn" By mﬁzﬁ%r
14%h, cn which date this boat 1s known tc have made = landing m&#zz’maed of ersts
fmm rot® ineide the river flﬁ%l} and erabs from the outwide pots, this iﬁ’stsr .
wang public knowledge aioul %ha Agteria arsa. % sho ald. bs noted that the anmounce-
pant of lezsl cpeming for %}:gs ares war not wede ’z‘mﬁn this date, with legal fleh-
ing tc start Decsmber 28. However, the foct that ous man was slrsaly Tishisg
caused the ramaiander of the fleet to corxplsin Doth smeng themselver snd 3o kths A
Commisaicn. 4 nummber sho wers resdy to start fishing 2% sy time, ghﬁatm@,
and made ready, to 4o %o = once. |

Pollowing s disenssion of the situatlon by phons with He. Suomdlen, & srdp
wns made 1o Astoris Decamber 17 to contuet the party fishing and ae m other
figherssn =2 pewsible in an attempt to gﬂ them o hem» orf famil lexél opening

for their fishing., The individaal fishing nt the time refused to reconsider his

_ actions and siated b2 would continge fis.%;i{z}g. Howayer, all other fishermen com~
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tacted axpressed a will

ngness to wait if the "mmméavr would, Accordingly a
meeting with ir. Jass Wrigit, managorial sscretary of the Offshore Tessal owners
issocintion, which contsing nsarly all of the orab fishermen of the area, result~
ad, fﬁll%ﬁiﬁg our saggestion, in thet ssseciation sponsoring » meeting of all ersd
fisherman snd say cther interested pardies to attempt to iron the matier out by
mitnal agreement. I, Suomela bad asreed in sdvance to be present at suoh a
mtizag were it %o be haid., The m:ating was séﬁaﬁal&é for 10:00A% Msﬁw; Bow
cember 21, | |

- Present a% the meeting were thres biologzists of the Fieh Commission, Rogar
Tollsfscn, iowell U, Marriage, and Don Bates. There were 20 boat owners{ecrabbers),
20 vos$ pullers, four pascker firm representatives, and eham ¥r., Jess Wrighn.

#r. Tollafoon smmiﬁ Hr, Suomela's regrets for not baing present due %o |

weather conditions. He then explained the Coammissiocn's position and inturpretete

~lon of the law regarding putiing pots beyond the three mile limit., He alse ex-

plained the iustent of the laws, i.e., no erabe should te lamded before the openm~
ing of the crab season, Decembor 28, 1948, reminding the crab fishermen that
ragrasm%ﬁés of the greup had W& and endorsed thls uaﬁe:psmms &% the
July ma:ing. . The beat owners were asked %o agree %o @iﬁa by the mtmt of the
lew, - ‘ | |

1t sas gxaintaé out to the fishormen that if cooperation wae not attained,
the othar g‘mﬁ&bla ;rf*fmviw sethod wonld be a rosseseion 1limit 'wlzieh wonld eléiu
all waéars, toth the inland end oven nes&a‘m. the eame time., Thae i;inimting
river erab ﬁsmns.» o | - f . ’\ L

‘Seme discuseion on the part of st lsast ané beéag 9m¥ whe oebjected and
&%ﬁisﬁ aforehand he would nok B tound by any agreemsnt of Loat owners reached

st this moeting, stnting his ¢ nbention that any regalatione should be made by
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due proecess of the law and that o fleherman should bde bound by those only.

¥r. Tollefeon stressed cooperation betwsen the Commiseion aud the Fish-
ermen. He then resssured the ersbbeors that it wes the Commission's desire %o
haye = set date made on opening the ssascon by the end of next yesr's program,
The date, December 15, for opening wes tentatlively discussed with ne settlement.

¥r. Yarle ¥arren, o crab fishermen, presented & mcilon to the members

which stated in sabstance, no orsbs sould be landed until Decembder 28, the of-
fiéialﬁ?é&i@ date of the creb ssason for Avea 1, The motion was seconded sxd
passed with & very substantisl mejority. This motios is mct "iaw® but merely a

@Ml&m*y agroement and camot be enforced,

ﬁr. Tollsfeen told the sapbery the Commlesion ﬁiwiﬁu& rwrt &t W

al retalistion sgainet sny fishermen who mizht go #1shing now and stated mo embe

. ¥ or employee of ‘the ﬁﬁmtﬂm had, or would issue any such direstioas.

ﬁ@ar@a ?mmm amirm of a commitiee fﬁmﬁ for reviewing the prosemb
10¢ soft shell m'i‘ke&ria now in affeet, presented the committee ‘s request that
the present 10% should be raised to 20%, znd msked for discussion. The Commis-
sién then min olarified %hé eritaria on opening and eipsing the zeasoss 55 base
ed on the 104 #oft chell. (It is balleved that the m&sriw of fishormsn were
not sware that the 10% soft shell had 3o be an overall averags for the eatire

ATEn, mt Jast in one subares alone, ¥hen this was explalned no furitber comnent

- presulted from the fichermen m&ﬁamim thedr proposed 30% figure, However, #@u

_reguast wae not withdrasn, )

Saveral lesgal issues concerning poundage tax and pot tax wave Prowght up
by the fishermen but they were referred to the Commission's Portlsnd office for

sdvice,

Dlecuesion:

1t is bellsved that only the one fisherman will contizue to land crabs
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befere }.agai opening on the 28 of Decembery that, the remsindar of the fishe swen
will aﬁid@ by their wﬁa for the faw i&#& remmining, 1t is the opinion of the
biolozintz present %&e meeting also mwa&a& that this falrly well organised group
of fishermen can be deslt with as o body with st least some degres of savcess,
"hile still hesitating to trust everything the Cosmission says or doss, they are
&t least in & "listening” mood snd in genaeral mre favorsbly éis;sém towards the
Commlesion and 1ts eotious. | | .

Howavay, ﬁﬁé mat importast point ehown 4s the womkness in present rege-
lations failing to cover fishing beyond three miles, BRegardless of whst the
majority may do there will probadly slways be oms or ¥ two insurgents under the
yﬂm? aystem, ﬁmwm & posseseion tyre resulstion is oppesed by the writers
unless necessary as an sbsclule last sttempt for §mmfa; It would sutes
maticnlly, it Beoms at first glance, close all respective iushore ’u&iﬁn {baye}
along with offshore waters regardloss of biologieal, sosiclogioal, or other juste
ifieation mspects, 1t would also prevent s bost thet might be bar bousd ontside
ite gmr% iu&zz open arse Ivom yumnisg to 5 ym'% in & closed areos to unload the
- crabs, should that eventuality ever ceour, It i# %o be hoped instead thm mh
- ent legal developments may permit the Commission to regnlste tayond three miles
a8 waell as wim&n. in sny evsnt it svems obvious that ;m’mm of extending
jurisdiction is the correct snswer, rather than sidestepping the trus issus by
‘mesns of rossession limite or other aﬁch_:*egalmmnm | |
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