'nfd- RECOGNIZINC PLANTS IN THE FIELD
S Leader Gu1de'

fTF1e1d traps and h1kes are an. 1dea1 way for young peon1e to learn about plants.
,_Leaders can p?an and conduct numerous successfu1 Tearning experiences,

gThe exper]ence can take one of severa1 forms A brief walk around the neigh-
;fborhood orfarm to: observe plants in the Tawn, farmyard, and the fields; a spring
or-summer f1e1d trip planned: specifically to learn more about o1ants, or a few
“minutes of a 11vestock tour to identify and d1scuss plants growing in pastures,
along: roadways and - d1tches D1rect ‘the group 's attention to beneficial plants
'as'we]1 as those that are 1nJur1ous or Do1sonous to anama?s

1;The amount of advance p]ann1ng w1]1 depend upon the situation. In any case,
~the. 1eader must prepare to. identify the. n1ants encountered. An inspection of
“‘the: area before ‘the ‘tour will help.the leader note plants to bring to the
'gattent1on of the tour group and to prepare for questqons

_yThe ieader must cons1der the ]evel of understand1ng of the club members. Before
the field tr1p, members should be familiar with plants in general, their
“features, and some-of the terms used to describe them. The slide sets "Intro-
~duction to Grasses" and "Introduction to- Legumes" could be used in a training
';meet1ng he?d pr1or to an actua1 f1e1d experaence '

;fTDo?notﬁtry to 1ntroduce too much mater1a] on_a field trip. Judgement on content
. can -be based.on the response of. ‘the members ~Maintain the interest of the
sﬁﬁmembers w1thout overwhe1m1ng them S e

EResource peop1e in the county or- ne1ghborhood should not be overlooked. Every
“community has.individuals. who have knowledge of plants and who might be
willing to. work with members. Extension agents and others with training in
“plant: 1dent1f1cat1on can. be of ass1stance w1th new or d1ff1cu]t to-identify

;Leaders shou]d be acqua1nted w1th the use of keys and other reference material
‘available’to aid in plant identification. Encourage beginning groups to limit
“their . attention to the more common p]ants “After ‘gaining experience, direct
fattent1on to the 1ess common p]ants A T

_]A c?ub act1v1ty m1ght be deve]op1ng a 11st of oTants common1y found in your
- -area, grouped according to the: locations in which they grow (roadsides,
jpastures, grain fields, Tow 1ands, and native range land). These 1ists
“helip the: club member:to- ‘recognize: that. ‘some plants are restricted to certain
fenv1ronments wh11e others are adapted to many env1ronments Use this list
fonif1e1d tr1ps L o SO

;tPocket Gu1de for 4 H H1kes“ has a checkilst of plants that you may want
“to use. on a tour-or hqke Thas gu1de 15 ava1¥ab1e through your county
SExtens1on off1ce AT _
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An important part of field activities is collecting plant materials for _
review or teaching. Always be prepared with a plant press and tools to take:
plant specimens. Instructions for collecting and preserving plants and making
plants mounts is included in "Collecting, Preserving and Mounting Plant
Materials" {4-H 1007).

Prepared by Harold Youngberg, Extension Agronomist, Oregon State University.





