i PACIFIC OYSTER SEED

In the spring of 1547 Lsportations of fueifie oyater sved fram Japan wore
resuzied for the first tlme singe before the war, Eajor plantinge of thia sved
were sade in Tillamook Pay and Coos lay With sdditiomsl trial plantings in warw
fous other losalitios in Oregone In addition to the stendard occecwrdial wrw
tety of oystor seed {rom the Sendai wres, whish wag¢ purehased by the oyster growe
ers tere, the Jajanese seed oysber industry eent a triml shipment of & southemn
varisty of Qstres glpess from the Kummimoto ares. These wers olaimed to be &
smmller oyster of exoellant flavor, it being hoped that they night develop into
s Setter “ooaktall® or "&uomy‘. type oyster than thely larger northern countere
parte Ten onses of this experizental ssod were planted the last of April in
vwrious bays and sreas in Oregon by the Orogon Fish Commission,

Ihe first of dugust some of these planmtings were examined in T1llameok and
Yacpina Hayse The followlog table pives the average sice of those oyster in mide
limotors. Length is the longest distenge of the sotual shell disregarding proe
Sssting "{rills” ebo., starting from the umbo, while width is the diebenos acroes
the swll perpendieular to the length line at its osnters The L/ eolumn ;ives
the numeriosl result shan the length is divided by width to pive o proportionality
firure for the swsll.

A94T PACIFIC SEED QYBTIR PLAMTINGS
Bise 1n a8 of AL ,

fhsre i lanted length Width Ly

neculay sepds
¥ o lowpround « w « =« 42,0 « = v w « Tl « « « @ & « 1,58
uMﬁan*omﬂun-ww w,lﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁul.ss
- Intorrediats «» = « 35,7 » « o w w B384 o m o = = = 14568
'&iﬁ‘hw wu—-&&.ﬂ-wuwcs %'ﬁunmwmol’%
qu{jﬁj‘n‘hﬁ@@un--‘ua‘?-ﬂwo- m‘ﬁvu*uﬁﬂl.%
QW "“ﬂga“-‘ﬂ“ m'ﬂoﬁvpownl.so

Kummeto variatys

Tiliemook » 1ow [Pound » « = = 3540 w w = = w 2l @ @ = « = o 1,58
'hif;,hf;]‘m PR 7% R 313,'7‘—“»-..1.,‘;}@
’igqui,m-a}_gg;mq-»y.-o2@,4-«...»- 150 = @« = w = w ),




I% w1l be seen that as expeoted there wes soms differenses in growth of aysters
plac ted in different areas, It shomuld be remsried that the plantings in the Yae
gaine Bay lapoon were inadvertantly mede in an eres of settling mud tending to
wury thems This was reflested in sn extrersly wxocesdlw mortality (the enly plece
any spproaiable mortality we found), and in the lengthewidth ratic showing that
alresdy the aysters had started to dewlop into the proportiaataly louger, slime
moy formr oquired o prevent soplete mpryiug. I6 alss probably soseunts foy the
saller sises Tiw Yaquion Day ssmple wmarked "Hewport” was a smll atring of eulteoh
swlls suspendsd bampicth o esnnery doske in Rewport by & loosl cystermen, subjsot to
umisunl sonditions, and sust not be too eirietly sompared with the other saxples
sotually losnted an oyster Lads.

In peneral, howsver, Lt is obvigus that the seed i» dolng wery nloely, now
being an averuge siss of appreimtely 1 to 3»3/6 inches loo; snd e little bete
ter than 1 ineh in wiédth, ranging up te sn extremsusise of over £ by 2f inctwse

Hemever, now, while growers smay te eanterplating possible orders of seed for
the goming year, partisularly of the Iummmote wristy, it is of intersst to gome
pare the remults of shis wmristy to Gat of the standard types To date (¢t in def-
inftely smmller but the difference im not toe gremts Further, the langthewidth
ratic is as yet ldentionl to @w regular large veariety, indloating that 1% mey
follow mugh the ssme growth pattern ca the other in cur wbers. lianes, al though
i1t may well prove o be a scirable form for ylelding mmller oysters it aipesrs
that it still eay not be laft until mture for harvestizg for “cocakteil” purposes,
bat will again need to be mmrketed izmediately whem desired size 18 stiained, un-
lesa s:zs method of stunting them ¢can be deviseds I¢ Llsgrunked that this m be
A jremature sonolusion tué 4t is felt thas it is & possiblility thet should be Lorn
ic sind by r ospective bLuywrs.

The foregoing plantinge as well “, all othar thyuout the Stute will be folw
lowed axd ohscked from time to time by the Fish Commisal m to give as much



informiien as posd bla o the expanding oyster industry of e State, Auy
persons desiring information, or possible assistunce om this er any other
mtter relating to shell figh in the State, 1s snooursged to contact the Cregem
Pigh Commiselon, Researeh dtatien, Rewpart, Oregon, wwreupon ¢ very possible
moans of ecopsration Will be extended,

Eoger Tellelsmn
Biologist
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