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INil]UVET{ COASINGS ON TSOOD OAUSE I{ARPIAO

Ooatlnge of eqrraL noleture resista:rce should. be
applled, to all surfaces of rood, products If tbey are
to be kept entlrely free frorh war? rrnd.er changLng
atnospherlc condltlons. llests at the Forest Pro&rcts
Ieboratory have Ehown that even when rood. ls properly
kllfi drlecl no coatlng entlrely prevents tt ft'on plck-
tng rrp or glvlng off nolsture atrd, consequently' fron
srelllng and shrtnklng und.er the lafluence of varylng
atnospherlc condltloas. Varnlsh, shellac, snd other
molsture-reslstant flnlshes nerely deorease thE rate
at whlcb the nolstrrre changes ln wood, occurr 0rd,1-
naril.y the hlgher the grad.e and. the more coats
applled, the slower w111 be the nolstrrre changee,

UaeEral coatlngs on opposlte surfaces of a
wooden artlcle cause rrnequal rates of change Ln mols-
ture coatent and hence unequal sbrlnkage on the two
sldee of the plece. fhe reeult le that the sood.
tend.s to srlp or twl st out of shape.

Inexpenslve coatlngs can be applled. to the
backE of firrnltrrre or mlllwork which wtll be prae-
tlcally equal ln notsture reslstance to th€ face
Eurface eoatlngs. llhese coatlngs for backs can
usually be appllecl ln one or two coate, dependlng
on the nolstr:re reslstance requlred.. Drrlng the
past few years the Sorest Products Laboratory has
eramLnecl a large nrr.nber of cllfferent coatlngs, nany
of shlch are sultable for coatlng backs. Infornatlon
nay be obtalned. concerning these naterlaLs by addr€ss-
lng the &aboratory.
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