Oregon
Wine Grapes
AT A G L A N C E
Wine Grape Benefits
Economic, Social, Environmental

O

regon settlers began producing wine grapes in the 1840s. Oregon wine
production established a commercial foothold in the 1960s in the
Willamette Valley, and Oregon wines have drawn critical acclaim since

the late 1970s. Since that time, wine grapes have become established in the midColumbia region, in southern Oregon’s Umpqua, Rogue, Applegate, and Illinois
valleys, and, more recently, in the north-central region of Oregon.
New planting activity is spurred by high demand, driven by the Oregon
industry’s reputation for high-value artisan wines. The diversity of Oregon’s
climate supports 16 discrete appellations, or identified wine production areas,
where more than 90 wine grape varieties grow. The right combination of
rootstock and scion enable fruit to ripen properly in the specific microclimates of individual vineyards. The Willamette Valley’s climate is suited
to production of Pinot Noir, Pinot Gris, Chardonnay, and Riesling. The
warmer regions to the south and east produce additional varietals
including Cabernet, Merlot, and Syrah. Many winemakers are
blending grapes that contribute particular character and
qualities to the finished wines.
Wine production generally needs a high investment in
on-site equipment, handling, storage, and distribution. The
majority of Oregon’s vineyards and wineries are small family
businesses; the industry in the state overall is small compared to California’s or Washington’s. The largest winery
in Oregon produces 150,000 cases per year. By contrast,
the largest California winery produces 500 times more, an
estimated 75 million cases.

Oregon Wine Grapes
Vineyard management in Oregon demands skilled workers throughout
the growing season. At this time, Oregon growers have not adopted the
mechanization seen in California’s central valley. About two-thirds of Oregon
wine grapes are grown under sustainable or organic certification practices,
indicating a smaller “environmental footprint” for this enterprise. Cooperative
research and educational outreach benefit the grape industry in a number of
ways:
n Conducted canopy management and thinning work to determine the
influence of the environment on aroma compound production. $
n Developed tools for precision agriculture, and segregated vineyard blocks
into wine-style classes to enhance wine quality. $
n Offer live, online access to advanced vineyard and enology courses. Participants include students on campus and growers and industry personnel off
campus. $ 
n Address insect pest control, including mites and the “short shoot
syndrome” spread by mites. $

Oregon Wine Grapes
Family farms
1,380
Acres harvested
16,210
Tons produced
37,450
Value of wine sales
$81.2 million
Oregon’s national ranking
Value of wine grapes
#3
Acreage
#8
Share of U.S. domestic production
1%
Health and nutrition benefits of grapes and red wine:
Rich in chromium and flavonoids; free of saturated fat and cholesterol
Notes
Economic data in this section from the 2008 Census of Agriculture. http://www.agcensus.
usda.gov and from the Oregon Agricultural Statistics Service. http://nass.usda.gov/
Statistics_by_State/Oregon/

n Studied the molecular basis of disease, the role of insects in virus transmission, and the role of viral genes in disease symptoms to support disease
control and the development of disease resistance in plants. $ ❦
n Reduced pesticide applications from a routine schedule to an as-needed
basis, after carefully monitoring conditions that coincide with pest outbreaks. This supports conventional production, organic production, and
other certifications. $ ❦ 
n Investigated the influence of ground covers on grapevine growth, soil
moisture, and grape quality. $ ❦
n Supported a task force in the Walla Walla Valley to reduce herbicide drift
by promoting understanding between wine grape and wheat producers.
Herbicides used on wheat are incompatible with grape production; drift is
highly undesirable. $ ❦ 
n Developed an antimicrobial household disinfectant from waste materials
from grape and wine production. The technology is under patent, and a
licensee is sought for production. $ ❦ 
n Offer comprehensive information and a communication resource for
growers, educators, processors, and researchers. $ ❦ 
Benefits key
$ Economic benefit
❦ Environmental benefit
 Social benefit
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Farm Receipts
>$27.0 million
$3.5–10.0 million
<$2.0 million

