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BEEF PROGENY TESTING REPORT
1972-1973

A. T. Ralston and T. P. Davidson

The interest in identification of genetically superior breeding

stock continues to increase. The number of progeny tested has risen from

191 head in 1969-70 to 377 head in 1972-73.

The rations used were the same as those of past years and are shown

in Table 1. The initial energy content of the ration was about 72% total

digestible nutrients (TDN) and was changed to 75% TDN toward the end of

the finishing period. The steers were implanted with 15 mg of diethylstilbestrol

and the heifers with Synovex H.

The average daily gians were somewhat lower for this test period

than we have experienced in the last two tests. This was primarily due

to the weather conditions that tended to reduce gains in most feedlots

throughout the west for that period. The reduction in liveweight per

day of age and carcass weight per day of age were not of the same

magnitude indicating either greater genetic potential, improved management

prior to finishing or both (Table 2). A slow but consistent increase in

initial test weight supports the previous statement.

Table 1.	 Progeny testing rationa

Ingredients to 650 lbs 650-850 lbs 850 lbs to slaughter

Pelleted alfalfa 20.00 15.00 10.00

Beet pulp 7.00 10.00 10.00

Steam rolled barley 64.75 66.75 71.75

Trace mineralized salt .75 .75 .75

Limestone .50 .50 .50

Molasses 7.00 7.00 7.00

aln addition to the above, one pound of standard OSU 40% protein supplement
was fed per head per day.

A. T. Ralston is professor of animal nutrition; T. P. Davidson is super-
intendent of the Umatilla Branch Experiment Station.



Table 2. Summary of four years progeny testing for average daily gains,
liveweight per day of age and carcass weight per day of age.

Year Average daily gain, lb Liveweight/day, lb	 Carcass weight/day, lb
Heifers Steers Heifers Steers Heifers Steers

1969 2.39 2.60 2.08 2.22 1.24 1.34

1970 2.42 2.67 2.22 2.31 1.32 1.41

1971 2.69 2.76 2.24 2.40 1.32 1.46

1972 2.38 2.56 2.15 2.34 1.33 1.42

The heifers had less intramuscular marbling, were of poorer conformation,

had slightly less backfat and graded one third of a quality grade lower than

the steers. This was due to much less time in the feedlot and perhaps

the heifer progenies were not a true sample of the sires' potential as the

better heifers are usually selected as replacements.

Although the steers were held to a heavier weight (1059) than in

previous'years, their intramuscular marbling and quality grade were not

increased. There was an increase in outside fat which, coupled with slightly

heavier carcasses and no increase in ribeye area, resulted in a sizable

reduction in yield of estimated trimmed cuts.

Ten sires produced progeny that yielded 1.50 lbs of carcass per day

of age. This is a very commendable growth rate when all things are

considered.

Caution should be exercised when comparing a sires' potential value.

The fact that his crossbred progeny do well may not indicate his true value

due to the heterosis expressed by the crossbred calves.
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PEN NO.	 BREEDER'S NAME

1
	

Robert Andrews; Prosser, WA
Murray Brown; Lodge Grass, MT
Dan Landers; Wilsall, MT
Oxbow Ranch; Prairie City, OR

2
	

Robert Hammel; Augusta, MT
Higgins Bros.; Ringling, MT
Dan Landers; Wilsall, MT

3	 Cowan Bros; Reedsport, OR

4	 Cowan Bros; Reedsport, OR

5	 T T Herefords; Connell, WA

6	 Pruett-Wray Cattle Co.; Scottsdale, AZ

7	 Al Bunch; Heppner, OR
Dashiell Herefords; Fairfield, WA
Norman Kagele; Ritzville, WA
J. A. Macy; Madras, OR
Ernest Patjens; Maupin, OR
Joe Scudder; Adrain, OR

Bill Bennett; Connell, WA

9	 Bill Bennett; Connell, WA

10	 Bill Bennett; Connell, WA

11	 Dashiell Herefords; Fairfield, WA

12	 Oran Raeburn & Sons; Jordan Valley, OR

13	 Bud McNeil; Ellensberg, WA

14	 Mrs. Paul Donley; Pomeroy, WA

15	 Dashiell Herefords; Fairfield, WA
Robert Hammel; Augusta, MT
Dan Landers; Wilsall, MT
Ernest Patjens; Maupin, MT
J. A. Macy; Madras, OR

16	 Stone Herefords; Hermiston, OR

17	 Stone Herefords; Hermiston, OR

18	 Stone Herefords; Hermiston, OR
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PEN NO.	 BREEDER'S NAME 

19	 Stone Herefords; Hermiston, OR

20	 Robert Hammel; August, MT
Dan Landers; Wilsall, MT
Oroville Cattle Co.; Oroville, WA
Stone Herefords; Hermiston, OR

21	 Oxbow Ranch; Prairie City, OR

22	 G. I. Ranch; Brother, OR

23	 G. I. Ranch; Brothers, OR

24	 G. I. Ranch; Brothers, OR

25	 G. I. Ranch; Brothers, OR

26	 Scott Holden; Roberts, MT

27	 Lawrence Mather; Wilsall, MT

28 Robert Hammel; Augusta, MT
McBride Ranch; Granger, WA
Dan Landers; Wilsall, MT

29	 Higgins Bros.; Ringling, MT

30	 C & B Livestock; Hermiston, OR

31	 C & B Livestock; Hermiston, OR

32	 C E, B Livestock; Hermiston, OR

33	 McBride Ranch; Granger, WA

34	 McBride Ranch; Granger, WA

35	 McBride RAnch; Granger, WA

36	 Robert Andrews; Prosser, WA

37	 Richard Macy; Culver, OR

38	 Brent Horn; Hermiston, OR

39	 Brent Horn; Hermiston, OR
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