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Mr. Langford has preserved this letter all these years and it has never
before been published.

By one of those odd freaks of fortune which so often confound the
plans of mice and men, Stuart,
Stuart, when
when on
on the
the verge
verge of
of starting
startingfrom
fromDeer
Deer
Lodge for Helena, the rendezvous of the expedition, was summarily
summoned for jury service and thus cut out, entirely, from joining the
party and prevented
prevented from
froni being
beingone
oneof
ofthe
thereal
realdiscoverers
discoverersofofthe
theYelYellowstone Park.

Considering Stuart's career as a Montana pioneer, I feel sure that
all of the Washburn party would have agreed with me that not one of
them better deserved the honor of being one of the explorers and dis-

Obsidian
Obsithan Cliff,
Cliff,Yellowstone
YellowstonePark.-.4
Park..4 Natural
Natural Glass
Glasi CUff.
Cliff.

coverers of the Yellowstone in 1870, than (lid he who was so ruthlessly
forced from that category.
That Stuart had foreseen, in some degree, the truth as to the Indians,
proved true. The expedition left Helena on August 17, 1870, passing
up the Gallatin valley to Bozernan
Bozenian and Fort
Fort Ellis,
Ellis, thence
thence via
via the
the East
East
Gallatin river and Trail creek
creek across
across the
the Gallatin
Gallatin range to the Yellowstone. or Paradise valley. Under date of August 22, Washburn
Washburn notes
notes in
in
his diary: "Stood guard, quite cold, Crows (Indians)
(Indians) near."
near." On
On the
the 23(1
23d
he writes:
writes: "Got
"Got started
startedatateight
eightand
andaahalf
half(o'clock),
(o'clock),made
made the
the YellowYellowstone and camped at Bottler's
Bottler's ranch.
ranch. Indians of the Crow tribe. ScenScenery
cry magnificent, grand amphitheatre," etc. Under date of August 25,
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when in camp at the mouth of the Gardiner river, where Gardiner,
Mont., now is, the General recorded: "Our camp is now near Montana
Have been following Indian trails [fresh ones] all the way. They
tuck would have it although a
are about two days ahead of us." As luck
large party of Crows was seen and their signal fires flashed from the
adjacent mountains at night, the explorers were not attacked and they
line.

experienced no inconvenience from the presence of the Indians save men-

tal worry and the necessity for guard mounting at night.
Under date of August 28, when camped at Tower fall, which camp
the party called "Camp Comfort because we have deer and trout and
everything is comfortable," General Washburn recorded, briefly, the action which resulted in naming Mount Washburn which overlooks the
Grand cañon, in these words:
words: "Climbed
"Climbed aa lligl1
high mountain
mountain (afterward
(afterward

named by the party Mount Washburn) and had a fine view. A vast
semicircle surrounded by towering mountains, with lake [Yellowstone
lake] in distance."
General Washburn's diary contained what is undoubtedly the first
sketch or
sketch
or map
np ofofYellowstone
Yellowstone lake
lake ever made. It was based upon observations of his own from a high point on the east side of the lake
climbed by Mr. Hauser and himself on September 5.
5, supplemented by
reports by Messrs. Langford and Hauser who ascended a mountain on
the west side overlooking the lake, on September 10. The map shows
three islands, but the diary states that there appeared to be six or seven.
Counting four that are mere projecting rocks or excessively small islands
there are seven, but there are only the three which the map shows that
are of any size or consequence. A reproduction of the map is shown in
these pages. Its general correctness will at once be noticed. The west
arm, where the tourist lunch station is located, is carried too far south,
but otherwise the sketch is fairly accurate and reflects credit on the General and the party.
Brief statements regarding some of the Washburn-Doane party may
be of interest.
General Washburn lived but a few months after the return of the expedition, dying, from consumption,
consumption, in
in January,
January, 1871,
1871, at
at his
his old
oldhome
home
at Clinton, md.
Lieutenant Doane attained the rank of Captain and died at Bozeman,
Mont., in May, 1892.
Mr. Hauser, one of the prominent men of Helena, Mont., to-day, was
one of the early Governors of Montana.
Mr. Langford, now residing at St. Paul, Minn., has filled numerous
Federal offices, and was appointed by Andrew Johnson as Governor of
Montana in r868,
j868, but owing to Johnson's quarrel with Congress, he was
when Yellowstone
YellowstonePark
Park was set
set apart
apart
never confirmed. In 1872, when
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its first
first Superintendent
Superintendent and
and held
held the
theposition
position
Mr. Langford was made its
for five years with no salary or emoluments.
Truman C. Everts also held Federal office in Montana. During the
exploration in 1870 he became
became lost,
lost, and
and he
he wandered
wandered about
aboutalone
aloneand
and
afoot with no means of sustenance or of protection except thistle roots
cooked in the natural boiling pools and the lenses from his field glasses
for making fire. After thirty-seven days he was found by two mountaineers exhausted and almost dead, and finally was nursed back to health
and strength. He died a- few years since at Hyattsville, Maryland, near
Washington, D. C.

THE PARK IN GENERAL.
The care and superintendence of the park rest in the Government.
Road building is very expensive and an engineering problem of importance and difficulty. For years the Congressional appropriations were
small and the efforts at road making were superficial and the roads
themselves tentative or temporary ones. Recently all this has been
changed. With ample appropriations and under charge of an officer
of the United States Engineer Corps a well-devised, intelligent system of
roads, including necessary and often very expensive viaducts and bridges,
has been constructed. There are no railways nor electric lines allowed
within the park limits and the usual tourist route aggregates more than
140 miles of stage coach travel.
Within three years the Government has expended $75o,000
$750,000 in these
and other betterments, and the result is road transformation which astonishes and pleases the old explorers who still occasionally visit the
park, and is a never-ending surprise to those who see the park for the
first time.
Some instances of expensive construction are seen in the new concrete viaduct
viaduct and
andreduced
reducedgrade
gradethrough
throughGolden
GoldenGate,
Gate,
costing
costing
$IO,OOO
$io,000;
the beautiful new concrete bridge across the Yellowstone river at the
Grand cañon which cost $2o,000; the new mountain road from the Grand
cañon through Dunraven pass to Yancey's and Mammoth Hot Springs
with a branch from the pass to the summit of Mount Washburn. This
road, which has cost several
several thousand
thousand dollars
dollars aa mile,
mile, has
has been
beenaamuch
much
more expensive and difficult piece of work than was anticipated. It will

soon take its place as a part
part of
of the
the regular
regular tourist
tourist route
route and will be a
most welcome and appreciated addition. Then there will be not the
least repetition of route.
PARK TRANSPORTATION.
The transportation facilities found here are almost as much a feature of
Wonderland as are some of the natural objects. Most of us are familiar in one way or another, with the old-fashioned Concord stage coach.
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It was a great vehicle and agency of civilization in its day. It had many
,advantages
,advantages as
as well
well as
as disadvantages
disadvantages as a means of travel, and holds, as
it deserves to hold, a high place in the history and evolution of the \Vest.
West.
For Yellowstone Park travel a specially designed coach was constructed
by the Concord builders which combines the many admirable features
of the old coach, strength, solidity, thoroughbraces, etc., with new features which make quite a different and improved means of carriage of it.
ancien
The redness, closeness and stuffiness, and the jerkiness of the ancicn
regime is replaced by a large, roomy, splendid, yellow-painted wagon,
affording most comfortable and enjoyable riding as it goes whirling
along the hard, macadamized, dustless roads of the park.
Between Gardiner and Mammoth Hot Springs a still different type
of Concord coach is used. This one is larger, having seats also on the
roof and with a capacity of from twenty to thirty persons, and it is pulled
by six fine horses.

Fountain Hotel, Lower Geyser Basin.

The regular coaches used south of Mammoth Hot Springs are of different sizes but are, all, four-horse coaches. They seat from five to
eleven persons. There are also Concord surreys and mountain wagons
in use, two-horse wagons, carrying from three to five passengers each.
These coaches are not run in the old-fashioned way, with relays of
horses. Each vehicle as it leaves Mammoth
Mammoth Hot
Hot Springs
Springs has
has its
its load
loadof
of

tourists arranged for the round trip and it retains the same driver and
horses for the park tour.
With the incessant change and variety found in nearly every mile
of travel in the park, this coaching trip becomes the finest one in the
United States and is altogether in a class by itself. The ever-changing
panorama of mountains, lakes.
lakes, caflons, rivers, hot pools, forests, geysers,
cascades, and wild animals, most of them in an infinite variety, ending
with a fine hotel, bath, and rest at the end of each day's ride, differentiates
this coaching trip from any other and makes it a memorable one to each
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and everyone fortunate enough to enjoy it. The number of miles embraced in a day's drive ranges
ranges from
from nine
nine to
to forty.
forty. On each full day's
drive a stop is made at noon for rest and luncheon at one of the lunch
stations en route. In this way those least used to such travel are able to
thoroughly enjoy the ride and with little or no fatigue, particularly in
recent years since the roads have been so completely reconstructed and
improved.

A coaching trip through this mountain \Vonderlandhow
Wonderlandhow well it fits
into the simplicity and wildness of Nature!

THE HOTELS.
One of the most enjoyable accompaniments
accompaniments of
of the
the park
park tour
tourisisthe
the
system of hotels where humanity
humanity throngs
throngs and
and rests,
rests, recuperates
recuperatesand
andenenjoys, a new and original niode
mode of life for a few days, or better, weeks.
At each of the five principal points or centers of interest in the park,
the Yellowstone Park Association has a large and modern hotel equipped
with baths, steam heat, electricity, barber shop, etc. These hostelries,
while utterly unlike in architecture, have a uniform capacity for at least
250 guests, some of them much exceeding this number. Besides the
five hotels, which are located at Mammoth Hot Springs, Lower geyser
basin, Upper geyser basin, the outlet of Yellowstone lake, and the Grand

cañon, there are new, frame building lunch stations at Norris geyser
basin and the west arm of Yellowstone lake.
The hotel at Mammoth Hot Springs is a very large one, within convenient walking distance of the renowned colored terraces with their
beautiful hot springs. The lunch station at Norris geyser basin stands
on an eminence overlooking the weird scene below. In an emergency

a limited number of persons can be accommodated
accomniodated here over night,
although no regular provision is made for stop-over travel.
The Fountain hotel at Lower geyser basin, is a very comfortable and
capacious hotel home within a short distance of the Fountain geyser and
the Mammoth paint pots. The hot water of one of the springs is piped
into the hotel and is supremely pleasant for bathing purposes. Formerly
the tourists who made the regular tour, after spending a day at Upper
geyser basin were returned to the Fountain hotel for the night. Since

the erection of the Old Faithful Inn at the Upper geyser basin this
practice has been abandoned.

At the west arm of Yellowstone lake just across the Continental divide there is a new and commodious lunch station built of wood. It is

not as large as the lunch station at Norris basin nor is it intended to
house any tourists over night.
The large hotel at the Grand cañon is situated upon a hill near the
Lower, or Great fall, at the head of the cañon. From it one can easily
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walk to the fall or to Point Lookout on the brink of the cañon. Grand
View is not very far distant and the Upper fall is not more than a mile
away, and the roads and trails are so good that pedestrianism is a veritable pleasure.
The outlook from the Cañon hotel is a broad and fine one.

OLD FAITHFUL INN.
Among the hotels of the park there are two that deserve particular
mention, Old Faithful Inn, and the Yellowstone Lake hotel. Old
Old FaithFaithful Inn is the creation of an architectural genius. Whatever Mr. Reamer, its designer, may have (lone
done previously or may do hereafter, or
or

whether his own name may be known throughout the world, he certainly
will be known, at least indirectly, by this product of his brain, for it is
probably no exaggeration to write that the like of this unique structure
in the wilderness does not now exist elsewhere and that it is undoubtedly
the prototype of numerous similar world structures that will trace their
inception to Old Faithful Inn.
Whatever architectural difficulties confronted the designer the Inn
as it stands is a pronounced success and will, almost without question,
prove as great an advertisement for Yellowstone Park as the wonderful
geyser phenomena or the profound
profound Grand
Grand cañon.
caion. If there is a false note
layman. at least, will not discover it, and the impartial
in it the average layman,
expert architect will praise the marvelous harmony of design and execution that an inspection of the Inn reveals.
It is easy to say that the imposing building is made of boulders and
logs, but this does not describe the quaint and marvelous manipulation
of these
these materials,
materials,nor
norisisititan
aneasy
easymatter
mattertoto(10
do so.
so.
and blending of

The forests of the park abound in freak)',
freaky, abnormal tree growths.
All sorts of irregularly formed limbs and bulging. warty boles are to be
seen and of these, in large degree, wherever possible to use them, is Old
Faithful Inn, and to them does it owe its quaint originality. These abnormal growths are in perfect keeping with the unusual character of this

Wonderland, and Old Faithful Inn, a unique hotel home in a unique
land, harmonizes completely with its strange surroundings. It may strike
many that it would have been, in a sense, fitting. had it been constructed
nianv

about Old Faithful geyser, which is so near it,
it. so that the latter would
play in a mammoth open court within the confines of the structure.
Then indeed would art and nature have been strangely commingled.
The Inn, be it understood, is not in the least degree a ramshackle, rambling. freaky affair, pertinent to its locality simply because that locality
itself is a peculiar one having no counterpart elsewhere. It is a thoroughly modern and artistic structure in every respectmodern in its
appointments and artistic in the carrying out of an unconventional scheme.
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The Inn and its furnishings required an
Tile
an expenditure
expenditure approaching
$200,000.

Electric lights and bells, new and unique room furnishings,

rugs on room
room floorsboth
floorsbothsingle
singleand
andenensuiteand
suiteand in
in the
the large
large halls,
halls,
steam heat, good fire protection. dormers, French windows, massive
porches with rustic seats and swings, and a mammoth porte
porte coclicre
cochere are
are
a few of the many noteworthy features. The office, or reception hall, is
a most striking proposition. As each day's contingent of tourists arrives
it is the common experience for them to advance a few steps into this
vast space and then halt and
and gaze
gaze about
about them
them in
in wonder
wonder and
andamazement.
amazement.
Invariably, they have to be requested to move on and in, that those folinvariably,
lowing may find space at the door to enter. This most spacious room is
seventy-five feet square and extends upward eighty-five feet to the peak
of the roof. An
Anenormous
enormouschimney
chimneycontaining
containingeight
eight fireplaces
fireplaces stands at
one corner. This is constructed of lava blocks of assorted shapes and
sizes, many of them of enormous bulk. A massive clock is attached to
one face of it, and back of the chimney is a snug and unconventional
writing room recess. The chimney is fourteen feet square and at each
side is a huge fireplace and at each corner a small one. Fires of big
logs are kept going constantly in the large fireplaces, and every evening a
massive, specially-made, swinging corn popper is brought into play and
the guests regaled with popcorn passed around in a large dishpan.
Large balconies of logs surround this great court on three sides on
the second and third stories, and other and smaller balconies are found
still higher up. while, perched under the roof at almost the tiptop of the
ceiling, is a small, cute, crow's nest sort of an open log hut room from
which those who wish may sit and look down upon the throng of humanity far below.

The dining room is a very large high room with roof ceiling well
trussed. It is sixty feet square, with another huge lava chimney and
fireplace and with very large and fine plate-glass windows. From nearly

all of the latter the hourly eruptions of Old Faithful geyser can be seen.
Some of the bedrooms are of log structure, others are of natural.
unplaned, unpainted pine, the effect being unique and pleasing. The

furnishings are of the Arts and Crafts style.
The hotel is so situated that most of the Upper geyser basin proper
is within view from the building. The distant eruptions of the Grand,

Giant, Riverside, Splendid and other geysers can be seen, while all the
geyser eruptions between the Castle and Old Faithful are plainly visible.
The view from Old Faithful Inn is certainly one of the most surprising
and interesting to be found from any hotel in the world. This applies

with particular force to the view from the searchlight platform at the
very peak of the roof. At night this searchlight is operated showing
the geysers in eruption, a most remarkable sight, and the bears at the

edge of
edge
of the woods, where they
prowl about
prowl
about the
the garbage
garbage piles,
seeking what they may devour.
Tourists should,
should, without
without fail,

Staircase, Old
Old Faithful
Faithful Inn.
Inn.
Detail of Log Staircase,

arrange to remain several days at
Old Faithful
FaithfulInn
Innand
and enjoy
enjoy aa unique
unique
experience in a unique hotel in
in aa
unique land.

THE LAKE
LAKE HOTEL.
As perfect of ;ts
complete in
in every way as
as Old
Old Faithful
Faithful
ts kind
kind and
and as
as complete
Inn, is the new Colonial hotel at Yellowstone lake. Those who are fa-

miliar with
niiliar
withthe
theold
oldhotel
hotelat
at this
this point
point would
wouldnever
never recognize,
recognize, in the
So thoroughly has
oughly
has the old building
buildingbeen
been enlarged
enlarged and transformed that the
localityitself
locality
itselfappears
appearstotohave
haveundergone
undergoneaa change.
change. There now
now stands
stands
here aa most
here
moststately,
stately,dignified
dignified building
building of Colonial architecture, massive
massive
in size,
size, with
with three
three high-columned
high-columnedporches
porches and
and aa continuous
and imposing in
veranda along
veranda
along the
theentire
entirefront,
front,the
thewhole
wholebeautifully
beautifully illuminated
illuminated with
with elecelectric lights
tric
lights at
at night.
night. The
The hotel faces and
an(l overlooks
overlooks Yellowstone
Yellowstone lake,
lake, lying
lying
back from
from the
the water
water but
but aa short
short distance
distance and commanding a view
view of
ofthe
the
entire lake, twenty miles in
side of
of it.
in length,
length, with
withthe
the mountains
mountains on
on each
each side
The reception room, or office,
office,of
ofthis
thisstructure,
structure,as
as one
one chooses
chooses to term
it, for
for they
they are
are combined in
in one,
one, is
is of
of very
very large
large size,
size,finished
finishedin
inCaliCalifornia redwood, finely
finely and
and electrically
electrically lighted
lighted at
at night,
night, and
and is furnished
with large
with
large floor
floorrugs
rugs and
and all
all kinds
kinds Qf
Qfeasy
easy chairs
chairs of
of the
the Mission
Mission pattern.
pattern.
It is
It
is aa place where one
one feels
feels wonderfully
wonderfully at
at home
home from
from the
the start,
start, and
and the
comfort and
comfort
and repose
repose suggested
suggested grow
grow upon the traveler. Steam heat,
electric lights,
electric
lights,baths
baths and
and the
the usual
usual accessories
accessories of
of modern hotels are of
course to be found, and the room furnishings
furnishingsare
areall
allthat
thatcan
canbe
bedesired.
desired.
Lake, hotel,
hotel, and
and mountains,
mountains, distant
distant and
and near, form
form aa rare
rare and delightful
while
lightfulcombination
combinationand
andone
one can,
can, with
withmost
most pleasurable
pleasurable sensations,
sensations, while
away a dreamy,
dreamy, dolcc
dolcc far
far nienfe sort of life
life for
foraa day
day or
or aa week or a month,
as one's
as
one'sinclination
inclination prompts.
prompts.
present structure, the slightest resemblance to the former
former one.
one.

THE ANIMAL
ANIMAL KINGDOM.
\Vith each
\Vith
each succeeding
succeeding year the wild
wild animals
animals in
inthe
the park
park become
become aa
more important feature of it. Here is really the only
only place
place where the
public in
public
ingeneral
general can
can see,
see, unhampered
unhampered and
and gratis,
gratis, the
the animals
animals of
of the
forest and the
the wilds
wilds in
in their
their natural
natural state.
state. It has required years of experience for
for the
the elk,
elk, deer,
deer, antelopes,
antelopes, and mountain
mountain sheep
sheep to become acquainted with
quainted
with the fact, in anything like large numbers,
numbers, that
thatin
in YellowYellowstone Park
stone
Park man
man is
is not
not evilly
evilly disposed toward them. The bears learned
this long
long ago
ago and
and have turned the knowledge
knowledge to
to good
good account,
account, as
as their
their
fat bodies and
and sleek,
sleek, shining
shining coats
coatsabundantly
abundantlytestify.
testify. Now
Now the
the other

Old Faithful
Faitstu1Inn
Innand
andGeyser.
Geyser.

Co!o'z1 Holds
CoIo,TLII
Hotd
I.

Yellowstone
Like.
Yellowstone Lake.

.4. ty

a

-I

Diing Room,
Dining
Room,Old
Old Faithful
Faithful Inn.

Bedroom
Bedroom of
of Old
Old Faithful
Faithful Inn.
Inn.
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animals evince less and less timidity and it is a most
niost delectable sight, as
the coaches drive along, to see an elk or two slaking their thirst in the
stream, or several deer quietly feeding in the woods near the road and so
unconcernedly as to scarcely notice the passing procession.
The efforts to increase the buffalo herd by outside purchases and to
corral them where they can be fed and protected is meeting with success.
They are corralled in a large pasture at Mammoth Hot Springs and appear to take kindly to the situation. The new herd was purchased in

the fall of 1902 and in exactly two years it had lost but two and had
gained twenty, a net gain of eighteen and increasing the herd to thirtyOf the increase seventeen were by natural means and three were
young calves caught on the range of the wild herd and brought to the
seven,

corral pasture.

There are between 1,000
i,000 and
and 1,200
1,200 antelopes in the park, most of
them living on and around Mount Everts near Mammoth Hot Springs.
ioo to
to 200
200 mountain
mountain sheep
sheep are
are supposed
supposed also
also to
to have
have their
their habhabFrom ioo
From
itat on Mount Everts. Both sheep and antelopes are more wary than
the other animals and disappear in the spring, and just where the sheep
pass their summer vacation is not definitely known. In the fall, winter,
and spring both antelopes and sheep are found in large numbers on the
hills and flats about Gardiner and Mammoth Hot Springs. To some
extent they are fed hay by the authorities at Fort Yellowstone, which
serves to render them less timorous and to doniesticate them in some
degree.

The deer are increasing in number and the beautiful creatures are
seen more and more each year along the roads and around the hotels.
During the fall, winter, and spring, like the sheep and antelopes, they
become a very familiar feature of the hills and parade ground at Fort
Yellowstone, or Mammoth Hot Springs.
numbers, and
It is the elk, however, that throng the park in countless ntimbers,
during the summer they are not infrequently seen by the tourists from
the coaches. They seclude themselves more or less however in the valleys and timber. I have found them by hundreds around Shoshone lake
and in Hayden valley, and there are bands of them that frequent the
upper parts of Mount \Vashburn
Washburn and Dunraven peak. Those who wish
to see large bodies of elk, young and old, can easily do so by riding on
horseback a few miles up Alum creek, from either the Grand cañon or
the Yell"
'ie Lake hotel.
'le
The bears
hears are much in evidence near the hotels and require no exertion, beyond a walk of a few rods by tourists, to see them. Any evening
'th rare
exceptions,
from
twentyorormore
moremay
maybe
beseen
seen
or mornitig.
morni: th rare
exceptions,
from
oneone
to to
twenty
They
are
extremely
interesteating from the refuse piles of the hotels.
-

ing and if people attend to their own business and leave the animals alone
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they are not in the least dangerous. Without being intrusive tourists may
approach sufficiently near to enjoy their antics and movements without the
slightest danger.
In portions of the park, naturally those somewhat retired or secluded,
there are many beavers and they are flourishing and increasing. Per-

haps the point where these industrious animals may most conveniently
be seen by visitors to the park is at Yancey's,
Yancev's, where there are several colonies of them. Here, among the brooks in this beautiful part of the
park they may be found, with their dams, houses, ponds,
ponds. and slides, and
one may easily, usually in the morning or evening, see them swimming
about in the water or cutting down trees on land, laying in their store of
food for the winter.

Riverside Geyser, Upper Geyser Basin.

A TROUT PRESERVE.
As a place where one may indulge in angling at little or no expense
or hardship the park heads the list. In 1890 the United States Fish Commission began stocking the waters
waters of
of the
the park.
park. Since thaC'year
that year more

than 130,000 trout have been "planted" in the park lakes and streams
and these have greatly multiplied. These plants have comprised lake,
Loch Leven, rainbow, Von Behr, and brook trout, and salmon trout are
also found in Yellowstone lake as a natural growth.
There is now scarcely a stream in the park but that has trout in it.

From any of the hotels one can easily make fishing excursions, at
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distances ranging from a few rods to a few miles, and find fine sport.
From year to year as one stream or another seems to show signs of depletion a ban is placed upon it for a season or two and it recovers its
former condition. This, however, scarcely affects the general situation
for there are so many streams in proximity to each hotel that one or
two, more or less, cut no figure. Those who angle in Yellowstone Park
are under few restrictions, but they are assumed to be true sportsmen
and not to possess porcine characteristics. All fish must be taken with
a hook and line. At Yellowstone lake the fish may be taken either by
casting or trolling. The lake trout are easily caught even by those unaccustomed to fishing. For those who are adepts at angling tile
the most
desirable spot here is in tile
the Yellowstone river
river below
below the
the outlet
outlet of
of the
the
lake. Boats and fishing tackle for those who do not have their own,
can be procured here.

At Upper geyser basin trout can be taken anywhere in the Firehole
the geysers. At
river even though it be largely composed of water from tile
the Grand cañon a favorite fishing spot is the reach of river between the
Upper and Lower falls.
The choice piscatorial waters however are at Yancey's. There, some
Tile
twenty miles from Mammoth Hot Springs, the Yellowstone river, just

below the foot of the Grand cañon, is a large stream with wide bends
and pools and here the trout seem to enjoy trying conclusions with the
angler. There is a comfortable private hotel at this point with an unusually good table, it having undergone a wonderful change in this respect

within a year or two.
Let the tourist who enjoys trouting by all means plan to spend several days here and there in the park for this purpose.

THE TOUR OF THE PARK.
It can be readily seen that in making a tour of such a region as Yellowstone Park, a foundation scheme, or schedule, must necessarily be
arranged. This is a convenience both for the tourist and those in chargc
of the transportation and hotel arrangements at such places. Such a
schedule must be arranged to accomplish two things as far as it can.
It must plan to enable tourists to see as much as possible in a reasonable
time at a reasonable expense. Such a scheme, however, is not at all absolute or immutable and those who have ample means and time are at liberty
to vary it as much as they
they max'
may desire. I hasten to add that those who can
and do prolong the tour.
tour, spending several days at each hotel and studying

die peculiarities of each locality, are gloriously rewarded for so doing.
Such persons
persons obtain
obin a areally
reallycomprehensive
comprehensiveidea
ideaofofthe
thepark
parkand
andits
its greatgreatness. Then too, situated where and as it is the park is one of the grandest
places in the country for a good, wholesome rest and release from the heat
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and noise and dirt and nervous strain of the city in summer. Going to the
very heart of God's Wonderland in the mountains where elevation brings
coolness and health, where the great hills and forests calm and strengthen
canons and
the mind, where the streams roar madly through mighty caflons
and the
the
trout sport in the rapids, where the hot fountains play, the lakes ripple

in the sunlight or reflect the cliffs which edge their shores, where the
flowers bedeck the slopes and vales, where the iridescent springs gush
from superheated underground reservoirs, where from rolling coach,
or, perchance, from hotel porch, the noble elk and graceful deer may be
seen feeding at their easegoing,
easegoing, II say,
say,totothis
thisWonderland
Wonderland in
in the
mountains, means a sensible, sane, heaven-inspired method of rest and
recreation, means new blood, new nerves, new life.
At Gardiner the train stops at one side of a most unusual and beautiful log station; on the other side stand the coaches in a long line waiting for humanity to pile aboard. This feat is soon accomplished and

away the coaches go, one after the other, around the little lake, and
through the massive, time defying arch of lava, across the line of the
park, and Wonderland stretches before them.
For nearly the entire distance to Mammoth Hot Springs, five miles,
the route lies alongside the roaring,
roaring, foaming
foaming Gardiner
Gardiner river
river with
withEagle
Eagle
Nest crag towering above it. It is an exhilarating ride, a foretaste of
days to come.
MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS.

Mammoth Hot Springs, the first point in the tour of the park, is the
administrative center of Wonderland. And, withal, it is now a very at-

tractive place. A large green plaza is flanked on the east by the redroofed officers' buildings and barracks of Fort Yellowstone. On the
opposite side rises Terrace mountain with the richly colored, steaming,
wonderfully sculptured terraces that have so delighted thousands of visitors. To the north, at the base of the niountain,
mountain, stands the huge hotel.
hotel,
and dwellings
with other buildings occupied as stores an(l
dwellings and
and by
by the
the GovGovernn]ent and Hotel and Transportation Company officials. Facing the hotel,
ernment
to the south and bounding the plain, rises Lookout hill. on top of which
can be seen the old block-house built by Colonel Norris, the second Su-

perintendent of the park, long years ago. There too stands the battery of cannon from which each morning and evening the sunrise and
sunset guns are fired. The Government has recently completed a systern of waterworks here and has installed a much needed arrangement of
tem
concrete sidewalks and macadamized roads. These, with the irrigation
canals and their running water, have turned what was formerly a dreary,
parched, unkempt waste into a green and ornamental plain.

Mammoth Hot Springs, during the park season, is a lively place.

Giant Geyser, Upper Geyser Basin.
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The throngs of humanity coming and going, the arriving and departing
coaches, the officers in blue and the soldiers in khaki, the bugle calls, the
morning and evening guns,
guns, the
the steaming
steaming terraces,
terraces, the
the brilliantly
brilliantlylighted
lighted
hotel and plaza and the hops at night, all combine to make the Springs a
very interesting place, even a gay one at times, between June i and September 20. The wonderful terraces found here, supremely wonderful in
every respect, are scattered along the side of Terrace mountain and yet
are fairly well concentrated. Were there nothing else to be seen in Yellowstone Park the sight and study of these pools and travertine clifflets
cliffiets
with their rainbow colors and beautiful and delicate sculptures would

repay one for the trip. And they are but the first chapter in God's
scenic volume of the park!
As one moves from point to point, from living spring to spring, one
passes over the remains of ancient springs and terraces. The area and
magnitude of thermal action, past and present, is absolutely astonishing
to one who sees it for the first time. "No pent-up Utica" was at work
here, so far as outward appearances go, but however pent up below the
hot water demons are they evidently consider that they possess original,
homestead, preemption and all other rights hereabout once they begin
their upward operations.
Guide posts and guides point out to the tourist, by name, the particular pools and terraces and the guidebooks give the interesting facts
regarding them. Pulpit, Jupiter, Cleopatra and Narrow Gauge terraces,
Orange geyser, Cupid's cave and the Devil's Kitchen are always visited.
Near the hotel there are several circular, ancient wells that were formerly
pools. One of the most interesting objects is Liberty Cap, a standing
monument-like shaft supposed to have been, at one time, a living geyser
like the present Orange geyser. It is thirty-eight feet high and, irregularlv, about twenty feet in diameter. The Giant's Thumb, not far from
Liberty Cap, and similar thereto but smaller, is an object of some interest.
There are numerous rides, walks, and drives about the springs that
may profitably he
be taken. The mouth of Boiling river, the pasture where
the bison are kept, and the cañon and fall of the Middle Gardiner river
behind Bunsen peak, are all within walking distance to good pedestrians,
or they can be reached by horseback or with a surrey.
Horseback riding can be indulged in any direction, and a ride to, and
climb up, Electric peak, the highest peak in the park, will be enjoyed by
those who wish to be known as mountain climbers.
If one wishes to enjoy a fine drive through a finer country to where
the finest trout fishing in the park is found, a trip to Yancey's.
Yancey's, near the
extreme foot of the Grand cañon and the junction of the Yellowstone and
Lamar rivers, is the very thing. This portion of the park will be opened
to the tourist in regular fashion as soon as the Mount Washburn road
shall have been fully completed.

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY

73

MAMMOTH HOT
HOT SPRINGS
SPRINGS TO
TO LOWER
LOWER GEYSER
GEYSER BASIN.
BASIN.
MAMMOTH

always one
one of
of expectancy.
expectancy. The road leads
The first day's ride is always
past the terraces, climbing to Golden Gate by a light and regular grade.
On the way the Hoodoo rocks, so called, better the Travertine rocks, are
passed. These form a strange, chaotic spectacle. Of limestone, or calcareous formation, they stand inclined at all imaginable angles and the
heart of
of the
the mass.
mass. They are of a silvery gray
road winds through the heart
color which fact gives name to Silver Gate, a characteristic spot among
them.

Four miles from the springs
springs Golden
Golden Gate
Gate forms
forms aa narrow,
narrow, cañon
cañon
passage between Sepulchre mountain and Bunsen peak, opening into
Swan Lake valley. To the north rises Electric peak angular faced and
defiant, and the Gallatin range makes a fine mountain boundary across
the valley.
The Gate is a short, striking, rugged, yellowish cañon upon which the
Government has spent many thousands of dollars to make it passable. In

so doing it was necessary to construct a viaduct of steel and concrete at
one point at an expense of
of $Io,000.
$io,000. This is the only viaduct of the kind
in the world. Rustic fall, at the extreme head of the Gate, is one of the
attractions of the spot.
Twelve miles from Mammoth Hot Springs one of the really interesting of the more general objects in the park is reached. Obsidian cliff,
of natural volcanic glass, invites close scrutiny for it is a very fine example
of this species of lava. The cliff is a high, black, abrupt one and, in former
years, furnished an inexhaustible supply of material to the Indians for
arrow heads. When Colonel Norris constructed the first road around its
base he fractured the huge,
huge, black
black boulders
boulders that
that obstructed
obstructed the
theway,
way,by
by
first building fires about them and then, when heated, dashing cold water
upon
upon them.
them.
Beaver lake lies at the foot of the cliff, and is formed by old beaver
dams that are still plainly visible. Three miles and a half beyond the
Cliff the
the first
first evidences
evidences of
of geyser
geyser activity
activity are
are seen.
seen. Roaring mountain is
Cliff
effectually
a fair-sized hill that is honeycombed with steam vents that have effectually
baked the elevation and destroyed
destroyed the
the vegetation.
vegetation. At times its roaring
can be heard some distance away.
Norris geyser basin is as weird, unnatural, and interesting a piece
of landscape as one often sees. Steam columns rise from hundreds of

hot water pools and orifices in the white-gray basin as if it were the
basin, while having
having the
the proper
proper
center of a manufacturing district. Norris basin.

quota of hot springs and geysers of varying sizes, is distinctive in one
respect from the other geyser basinsit possesses the only steam geyser
or geysers in the park. Formerly, one geyser, the Black Growler, gave
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forth an enormous amount of steam with terrific force, but in recent years

some disarrangement of internal mechanism has resulted in another
"steamer" breaking forth and thus dividing the force of the ertiption,
eruption, if
indeed the new one does not surpass the old Growler.
There arc
are several small water geysers here,
here. the Constant and Minute
Man .being the most prominent. The Monarch is a powerful one when in
eruption and the Yew
eruptidn
New Crater is one of moderate intensity. The Ink \Vell

is an object of much attention from tourists. It lies beside the road
beyond the old Growler.

After luncheon an hour or an hour and a half is usually given to
"doing" tile
the basin afoot and the coaches are
are boarded
boarded at
at aa rustic
rustic pavilion
pavilion
at the farther side of the formation. The afternoon ride introduces the
tourist to two of the largest of the streams in the parkthe Gibbon river,
named in honor of Gen. John Gibbon, and the Firehole river, so called
from the general nature of the sources of its waters. The ride along the
Gibbon river with, first, its continuous cascades, then its wide, open,
mountain-bordered park where the elk arc
are said to resort during the winter
months, and finally its fine, winding, palisaded cañon, is one of the very
attractive features of the park coaching trip. Not infrequently deer and
elk may be seen during this day.

Six miles from the head of the cañon the road turns to the south,
crosses a timbered plateau and reaches the Firehole
Fireholc river at the Cascades
of the Firehole. These are a noisy, pretty series of rapids between walls
of somber hue fairly well seen from the coach and much better from the
rock projections of the
tile river bank. The Firehole river is larger than the
Gibbon and, in some
sonic respects, l)rettier.
prettier. The clarity of the deep waters

and the beauty of the vegetable growths seen in their depths, appeal
irresistibly to one's esthetic tastes.
surface will
viltexcite
excitefeelings
feelingsof
of quite
quite another
another
The fish leaping to the surface
sort in the breast of many a one. Crossing the bridge over Nez Percé
creek, the Fountain hotel looms into view and
an(l aa two
two miles'
miles' ride
ride across
across
an old geyser formation.
formation, the
the outskirts
outskirts of
of Lower
Lower geyser
geyser basin.
basin. efl(ls
ends the
forty-mile drive and houses the traveler in a homelike, rooms', modern
tile corn-forts and conveniences.
hotel possessed of all the
LOWER GEYSER BASIN.

I could easily use much space in describing the multitude of objects
to be seen at this point, but it were better to simply hint at what is to be
found and to suggest that the wise man and woman will
vil1 plan to remain
at this hotel from one to several days. In plain view from the hotel and
a short walk distant, are the Fountain and Clepsydra geysers, Mammoth

paint pots, and a hot spring whose waters are piped to the hotel and
used for baths. The Fotintain
Fountain is as beautiful
beautiful an
an example
example of
of its
its class
class as
as IS
is

(;rotr,
(;
(,-ott,, Geyser
Formation, Upp.ser
Upper (;')ser
Basis.
Basin.

GolJe'i Gate
GotJe,i
Gate and
and New
New Concrete
Concrete Viaduct
Viaduct which
which C5st
Cost 510,0th).
$10,000.

Lower Fill
Ctho,of
off?e
theYellowstone,
Yetlowitonc, oo miles
fall vii
a4 Gr.j.aJ
Gr..nl Ctho,
nu!eslong,
long,i,ioo
1,200
feel
deep,
2,000
feet
aJe,FiJI
Fail310
310feet
feet
uth.
feet
deep,
2,000
feet
wide,
high.

CncynbL
CocynbLW$,
14,t, b&,nrd.0
(,r4.II kI

lIs,r.

Yellowstone Lake from Colonial Hotel.

-

YellowstonePark
Park is
inthe
the Winter.
Winter.
Elk 1:1
is Yellowstone

Castle Geyser, Upper
Upper Geyser
Geyser 8.s
Basir.
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Old Faithful of the cone geysers. It is also as great a favorite in its
way and is surely a sight worth traveling a long distance to see. It
projects huge masses of water in spasmodic impulses or eruptions, plays
at intervals of about four hours
hours alid
and for fifteen
fifteen iiiinutes
minutes at aa time,
time, afl(l
and
appears to thoroughly enjoY
enjoy its
its own performances. The Paint Pots are
nature's mush poolsa strange, weird, boiling, plopping caidron
cakiron of beautifully colored clay that holds one with peculiar fascination.
tifuily
At a distance of two miles there
there is
is aa mC(lky
medley of pools, springs,
springs, and
and
geysers that one can study and admire for days. The variety of color,
of form, of character to be seen among these modest, beautiful expresDome geYser
geyser stands sentinel
sions of nature is surprising. The \Vhite Dome
to this collection of treasures,
treasures, of
of which
which the
the Great
Great Fottain
Fotain geyser is the
chief. The
The FounFoun-

tain geyser is, in a
way, a replica of the

Great Fountain, the
latter being however

a much finer, more
powerful. and larger

geyser than the
former. The Great
Fountain ges'ser
Jountain
geyser is a

leviathan among

j

-

geysers, playing to
gcvsers.

a height of a hundied
fort(lied feet for fortyminutes at a
time.
It is supposed
time. Itissuppose(l
five

to have an eruption

about ever','
every nine

0(0cc and
Off,c,'
,xni Reception
Receptio. Room,
Room, C

Hotel. Yellowstone
Hotel,
YellowstoneLake.
Like.

FinishedininC.
Finiihej
Ca.
Redwood.
Rejwooj.
hours, but itit is a
trifle erratic. No one who cares for gevscr
gtv-cr phenomena
phenomena should fail to
see this magnificent fountain.

In a shallow ravine, or draw near the Great Fountain is a string of
rater pearl
beauty, and
and northwest
northwest from
from the
the geyser
geyser is
is
water
pearl pools
pools of
of exquisite
exluisite beauty,
another collection. Tile
The thing of particular interest at the latter point
point
is Firehole lake, one of the most peculiar objects in this peculiar land.
A light, bluish
bluish flame
flame seems
to issue
issue from
from the
the depths
depths of the pool and the
ems to
effect of this, as it comes sliding to the surface, is most striking. It is no
flame, however, but gas or steam from the heated rocks or caverns below.
Two small geysers here add interest to the locality. To properly see
these pools anti
and geysers one must remain a day or two at the Fountain
hoteL
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MIDWAY GEYSER BASIN.

From the Fountain hotel one can always see, toward the southwest,
at a distance of four miles, heavy clouds of steam rising high into the
heavens. There, on the road to Upper geyser basin, in a narrow, hillbillbordered valley, is one of the most important parts of the park. It is
small in superficial area, but it is large in its thermal content, for it holds
Excelsior geyser, Prismatic lake, and Turquoise spring.
The geyser is the greatest one in the park, possibly in the world. It
is a water volcano when in eruption, but its periods of inactivity are
prolonged and it gives little or no sign when it proposes to rejoin the
company of geyser actors, breaking forth unceremoniously and with great
violence in eruption. It courteously, however, continues in periodical
activity for a year or two once it has awakened from its Rip Van \Vinkle
Winkle
sleep.

It has not been in action since
since x888
i888 but is liable to break forth
at any time. Its immense crater with the heaving, boiling flood within
is visible and gives one an idea
idea of
of What
what takes place when Excelsior may
be said to be at home.
As Excelsior is the greatest geyser, so is Prismatic lake the largest
and, perhaps, the most beautiful spring, of its kind, in the world. Opinions will differ as to whether the greatest perfection is to be found in
Prismatic lake, Sapphire pool at Biscuit basin, or Emerald or Sunset
pools in Upper geyser basin.

I presume that most persons will grant to Prismatic pool the first
place in the category. It is about 250 by 300 feet in size. clouds of
steam constantly rise from it, and the rainbow is fairly crowded into the
background by the richness and variety of color that are found in its
waters and around its scalloped and clifflet edges.
Turquoise spring is similar to Prismatic pool and froni
from one-third to
one-half as large. Its name indicates the prevailing color, which grades
and changes into numerous others. The geyser and the two pools are
close together on a geyserite plain on the western bank of Firehole river
into which they all discharge, and the coaches drive on to the formation
for convenience of tourists.
UPPER GEYSER BASIN.

A short, nine-mile drive from the Fountain hotel and the coaches are
whirling through the most remarkable valley in the world to the portals
of the most unique hot'l in the world. The valley is the Upper geyser
basin where the geysers most do congregate, gush, roar, and astonish
mankind.
chapter.

The hotel is Old Faithful Inn described elsewhere in this

This valley of geysers is the center of curiosity in the park,
park. withou!
doubt. And it is perfectly logical and natural that it should be. While
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the Grand cañon holds us under a spell by the opulence of its color and
de rcsislance,
rcsis/ai,ce,
the grandeur of its sculpture
sculpture and
and is
is most
nios surely
surely the
the pit'ce
pit'cc de
so to write, of the park, yet canons, in one form or another, are somewhat familiar to us while geysers are not and are, besides, a form of
phenomena most rare, unusual, curious and, to a degree, inconceivable.
At the lower end of the valley are the Fan, Mortar, and Riverside
geysers; at the extreme upper end, sole monarch of his domain, proud

and aristocratic in his exclusiveness, is Old Faithful geyser, the one
unfailing and scrupulous example of geyser regularity. The character
of this superb geyser, for character it almost seems to have, is such that
every tourist loves it. Proud and exclusive it may seem to be as it
reigns at the head of its mountain valley and looks out upon its brother
and sister geysers, but steadfast, punctual, giving a full measure of
service and ringing true every time, it challenges the homage and affection of every lover of nature. For countless eons, possibly, it has ren-

horarv salute to the sun, moon, and stars alone, and long
dered its horary
may it continue to give joy to, and gratify the longings of, the throngs

of humanity who now wend their way to its immaculate, inspiring
presence.

Between the Riverside and Old Faithful geysers, scattered along both
sides of the beautiful Firehole river, are found the remaining members
of a strangely interesting family,
faniilv, a family as diverse and variable in
individual characteristics as any human family.
The Giant with its shattered horn, fractured at some symposium of
thermal exuberance and rivalry, and the Grotto, a veritable and incomprehensible puzzle of projections and angles in its fantastic, cavern-like
typifying the rarely unique
cone, stand near together, twin monuments typifying
nature of the spot. The former plays to a height of 250 feet when in
eruption: the latter splashes
splashes and
and lunges
lunges about
about unwieldily,
unwieldilr, reaching forty
forty
feet in height at its best.
The Oblong, farther up the river bank, has an open, oblong crater
studded
nodules. Across
Across the
the
stud(led with massive, wonderful geyserite beads, or nodules.
road from these three are the Comet and Splendid. the latter, when in
eruption, much like Old Faithful and, perhaps, the most graceful of
all geysers.
Following up the valley there are found, on the right bank,
hank, many
hot pools and several geysers, prominent among the latter being the
Sawmill, Economic. Turban, and Grand, the last, one of the finest in the
park. The Castle.
Castle, characteristically named by the \Vashburn party, is a
great geyserupon occasions. Its cone is a wonderful piece of nature's
fabrication and while, ordinarily, its eruption, consisting about equally
of steam and water, does not reach higher than from fifty to seventy-five
seventy-fire
feet, at times the geyser rises to the occasion in great style and plays
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magnificently to a height of 200 feet or more, the steam rising majestically

to a height of several hundred feet and forming a wondrous spectacle.
Easily seen from Old Faithful Inn are the Beehive, Lion, Lioness and
Cubs,a happy familyand the Giantess geysers, with many pools boiling and plashing away night and day. The Beehive is the niost symmetric

geyser in the world, a creation of art. The Lion is a pleasing geyser,
rather misnamed, and its leonine mate and babies are interesting in their
way. The Giantess is an Amazon. It holds itself vell in hand for two
weeks and then comes
conies a violent eructation that resembles an explosion of
artillery. It has no cone, but a deep well instead, and every drop of water

is hurled forth at the initial propulsionfor there are several of them
at stated intervalsfollowed by the liberation of pent-up steam which

.Vew
Concrete Bridge
Bridge Across
Across Yellowstone
Yeliowsione River, near Upper Fall at Grand Ca,ion.
Cailon.
.".'w Concrete

rushes forth in huge masses and with a roar that is heard throughout
the basin.
In a small parallel valley, on Iron creek, there are several pools whose

gorgeousness of apparel must be seen to be known and which cannot be
overstated. These are the Black Sand pool, or basin, a lovely green hot
spring rimmed with black sand
sand and
and having
having aa beautiful
beautiful and
and variegated
variegated
outlet; Sunset lake, a large, steaming lakelet whose serrated, wandering
gradation of
of re(l
red seems to
edges are ablaze vitli color in which every gradation
have been put on to try the effect which is, indeed, ravishing. In
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contrast lies Emerald pool, not quite so large as
juxtaposition and strong Contrast
the Sunset and its name betokening the color scheme. It is as perfect as
is the other, many will say more soit is really a matter of opinion and
predilection for colorthe scalloped rim of the pool and the shelving bottom being ornamented and
and tinted
tinted far
far beyond
beyond man's
man's ability
abilityto
toeven
evenconconceive let alone enact. On the divide leading to this isolated retreat stands
the Punch Bowl, an elevated spring that boils furiously and that has an
ornate rim highly colored in yellow and saffron, with an infusion of reds.
Besides these more important objects the Upper basin is filled with
smaller, sputtering geysers and springs, it being impossible to move any
distance in any direction without encountering some phase of hydrothermal
activity.

In the early morning the basin presents a most remarkable

columns and clouds are rising from the
appearance. Thousands of steam colunms
pools filling the air with their white vapor and changing the valley into one
of enchantment. The moonlight vision with geysers in eruption is another

transformation long to be remembered, while the effect of the giant
searchlight on the roof of Old Faithful Inn when turned upon Old Faithful geyser, is sure to provoke profound admiration for one of the most
beautiful pictures imaginable.
ACROSS THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE.

Between the Upper
Ipper geyser
geyser basin
basin and
and Yellowstone
Yellowstone lake rises the
Continental divide, an irregular line of mountains that divides the drain-

age of the region,
region, sending
sending pert
prt of
of itit through
through the
the Yellowstone
Yellowstone and
Madison rivers into the Atlantic, the remainder through the Snake river
to the Pacific ocean.
Leaving Old Faithful Inn the road ascends through the forest passing

Keppler cascade, somewhat similar to the Cascades of the Firehole.
\Vinding
Vinding through Spring Creek cañon, a picturesque little gorge, the
Divide is first reached at Isa lake, a small pond covered with water
lilies.

The spot is a wild and lonely one in the very grip of the

mountains.

A long, winding descent over a splendid road and another climb and
the coach comes to a standstill at Shoshone point. Here a wide, beautiful
view of timbered mountains, grassy vale, and sleeping lake is unfolded,
Tetons. fifty miles
culminating with the three snow-covered peaks of the Tetons,
away, in the distance. It is a very fine landscape and quite unlike any

other seen during the tour.
The Divide is once more crossed beyond Shoshone point and then a
ride of a few miles reveals to us, suddenly, a rare and beautiful picture
the first glimpse of Yellowstone lake and the Absaroka
Ahsaroka range beyond. The
road then descends along the forest-shaded mountain-side to the lunch

station at the west arm of the lake, the scene changing as the coach
changes direction.
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YELLOWSTONE LAKE.

Aside from the fact of its high altitude-7,721
altitude-7.721 feetand its actual
It is a lovely
sheet of water, very irregular in form, prolific in indentations, and its
navigability, Yellowstone lake is interesting for itself.

shores heavily woOded.
wooded. The
The water
water is of a beautiful color, moderate in
depth, abundant in salmon trotit,
trout, and the lake is appropriately framed
in by the mountains.
As viewed
As
viewedfrom
from the new and attractive frame lunch station at the
west arm of the lake, it is of valying beauty, changing from hour to hour
as the sun rises to the zenith or sinks to the horizon. The west arm is
a wide sheet of water joining the main body between two low, long, and
heavily wooded points. The black, dense appearance caused by this
tiniber, which covers the plateaus and mountains near by, is a conspicuous
timber,
feature of the view. The noble Absaroka range bounds the distant eastern
horizon, and is a fine, notched, high range, a fitting border to the lake,

its upper heights entirely bare of forest. The lake shore at the lunch
station has some beautiful paint pots, many and varied hot pools, and
two or three geysers. One of the latter, the Lakeside, has a beautiful,
beaded crater chocolate in color, and it plays in a unique, plunging
manner to a height of from four to twenty feet or more. Its eruption
occurs at half-hour intervals and is decidedly individualistic and in some
ways quite sui gcncris. Two of these pools are the deepest in the park,
apparently, and the paint pots play higher and form more lovely figures
in their little eruptions than (10 those at the Lower geyser basin.
Here, on the shore at the west arm, is found the hot spring cone, by
many regarded as purely mythical, where the angler catches a trout in the
lake and, without moving, flops him into the boiling water of the pool and
in a twinkling, cooks him. This is all entirely true. In fact there are
two such pools and there have been, probably, in past time, others. In

early summer, when the park season first opens, owing to the rapidly
melting snows in the mountains, the lake is usually quite high, and

this particular hot spring cone and pool which the tourist sees, is
apt to be nearly or quite overflowed by the lake. Later, it is well out
of the water and a conspicuous object. A most interesting example of
this phenomenon is seen a short distance above the steamer landing where

there is a boiling spring in the lake and where, at least in the later
summer, the boiling and agitation of the cold water of the lake by the
hot spring water can be seen at regular intervals.
The view from the porches and rooms of the new and stately hotel
near the outlet of Yellowstone lake is one of quiet and peace and beauty.

The large lake stretches out and away far, far into the mountains, the
striking irregularities and sinuosities of its shore line being plainly visible.
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Stevenson island, the home of wild raspberries, lies almost within a
stone's throw, and little Dot island, a mere dot
(lot sure
sure enough,
enough, in
in the
the (lis(ustance, shows faintly in the western haze down toward the southwestern
shore in line with Flat mountain
mountain and
and Mount
Mount Sheridan.
Sheridan. The
Thesoutheastern
southeastern
arm, or finger.
finger, can be plainly
plainly traced
traced as
as itit win(ls
winds in among
among the
the high
high peaks
peaks
and tahlelands of the Absaroka range far to the south. There, beneath
the shadows and slopes of Colter peak, Table mountain. Turret peak, and
Two Ocean plateau,
plateau. the Lpper
Cpper Yellowstone river, fresh from the high
high
Rockies, expands into this charming lake.
At various points along the shore. besides
hesides those seen between the
West Arm lunch station and
and the
the hotel,
hotel, there
there are
are (lead
dead Ot
or living evidences
of hot springs action. At Steamboat point, plainly seen on the eastern
$,,rn.it 1,rn,t
Ion.it
,unt W..bI,,.r
W..bI..rn.

On the
tFeRood
Roudtoto 4foo,it I4gh5nr.
WanF,rn.

shore from the hotel, there are several active springs some of them right
at the water's edge. The old trail which the \Vasliburn-Doane
\Vashburn-Doane party
followed around the lake in 1870, leads past these springs and is a good.
good,
plain trail to-day.
TO THE GRAND CA!ON.

Leaving the beautiful lake and its delightful hotel the road follows
the windings of the Yellowstone river, by all odds the noblest stream in
the park and one of the largest and most important in the west
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Just half way between Yellowstone lake and the Cañon are found two
or three extremely interesting objects. The most important one is Mud
volcano, generally but incorrectly termed Mud geyser. The original
Mud geyser is situated just above the volcano and beside the road, as the
river runs and the tourist rides, and both these objects were discovered
timeI 87othe
and named by the Washburn-Doane party. At that time-187othe
geyser was active, but later it became quiescent and, apparently, until
recently, remained so. Now it is semi-active. The volcano is, really,
almost the only thing of its sort in the park on a large scale, and it impresses persons variously. To some it is very uncanny, perhaps repulsive,
but very interesting nevertheless. To others it is, in a way, even fascinating. When discovered the volcano was rabidly active, on the rampage,
in fact, and threw mud entirely clear of its basin and over the surrounding
trees for sonic distance away. Then for years it lost its rampageousness
ranipageousness
and quieted down to the state in which it is now usually seen. It has once
or twice since discovery renewed, for short intervals, its excessive vitality
and playfulness. It is always belching and throwing, with great violence
and explosiveness, its thick, roily water and mud, from the bottom of its
cave-like funnel, against the sides of its prison. Explosion follows explosion, the brown, oily, mushy-looking mass of liquid mud is stirred to its

directions in
in currents
currents and large boiling
depths and projected
projected in
in all
all directions
bubbles, and from it the steam rises in swirling wreaths, and steamy
odors assail the nostrils.
A few rods beyond the volcano,
volcano, lower
lower downabout
downabout on
on aa level
level with
with
the roadat the extremity of a little gulch and reached by well-tramped
trails, is one of the secluded gems of the park. The first reference to
it was by Lieutenant Doane, in 1870, and he well described it and named
firststumbled
stumbled upon
upon itit in
in1901.
içot. An aperture
it the Gothic Grotto. I first
in the hillside a few feet in size is filled with the clearest of water, and
continuous explosions, exactly similar to those of the volcano, keep it
constantly agitated in its pebbly basin, and not a drop of water escapes
from the
the pool.
pool. The
Theentrance
entranceisisaasymmetric,
symmetric, pointed,
pointed, gothic-like chapel
chapel
structure of rock, perhaps ten feet high by five or six feet in width at
its base. The rock on the under side is white, on the outside mostly a
strong green, with green splotches at places underneath. At some points
the green is a very deep and dark one. The whole combination is exceed-

ingly dainty an(l
effective and
and aa great
great contrast
contrast to
to the
the dingy,
dingy, muddy
muddy
and effective
volcano. Every tourist that I have known to visit the Grotto has been
almost effusive in praise of it.

This is also the point where the Nez Percé Indians, in their raid
across Montana and the park under Chief Joseph in 1877, crossed the
Yellowstone river on their way out of the park.
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The public is now tolerably familiar with the peculiar design used
by the Northern Pacific for a trademark. It comes from an ancient
Chinese diagram known as the Great Monad and is many, many centuries old. A peculiar meaning and history attaches to it and is all told
ttiries
in "The Story of a Trademark," sent to any address by the Northern
Pacific Passenger Department upon receipt of four cents. Nature often
fabricates wonderful profiles and patterns and an example of this is seen
by the tourist after leaving Mud volcano and just after entering Hayden
valley. Just as Trout creek is reached, and to the left, down below in a
pocket of the turfy
turfv plain, the creek, flowing in beautiful convolutions.
has worked out an almost perfect and symmetric image of the Northern
Pacific's trademark. The whole forms a nearly complete circle and the
creek winds in such a way as to reproduce, even more perfectly than it
design. known
does the entire figure. the two large, dense, commas of the design,
to the Chinese as the Yang and Yin, and shown in the body of the trademark in red and black or white and black. Any one familiar with the

trademark symbol can easily trace this natural reproduction on the
ground.

Crossing Hayden valley the most lovely and the largest one in the
park, we soon reach the rapids of the Yellowstone river above the Upper
fall.
fall. Just above the latter stands the new and graceful concrete bridge
across the river, which, with the new road down the south side of the
cañon, enables tourists to visit Artist's point, so called because Thomas
Grand
Moran is supposed to have
have painted
painted the
the magnificent
magnificent picture
pictureof
ofti-ic
the Grand
\Vashington, from that point. Mr.
cañon which hangs in the Capitol at Washington,
Moran informed the writer a year or two since that this idea was an erroneous one, that his painting was not made from the south side.
THE GRAND
AND FALLS.
FALLS.
THE
GRANDCAI1ON
CAON AND

The tourist approaches the Grand cañon of the Yellowstone on the
keenest edge of expectancy. Day after day he has been going from
better to better, seeing marvel after marvel pass before him, and now he
draws near that which common consent attests to be the culmination of
wonder and grandeur. During the rather quiet ride from the lake one
has time and inclination to review the events of the days
tlavs preceding and

thus prepare one's mind for the final act of the scenic drama that is
being enacted.

The part that Yellowstone lake plays in the evolution of the tour is
an important one. Coming between the geysers and the cañon it serves
to change the current of one's reflections and to soothe the emotions, to

the end that the mind is in a better state of preparedness, is the better
able to grasp the real meaning of the cañon and to enter into the full
and unequivocal enjoyment of its magnificence and grandeur. In magnitude there are many greater caflons
canons than
than this.
this. The Yosemite is two
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and a half times the depth of the Yellowstone and the Grand cañon of
the Colorado is five times as deep, ten times as long and perhaps as
many times as wide. Each of these two is perfect of its type and as radically different from each other as both are diverse from the Yellowstone,

which stands at the head of its class.
The Grand cañon of the Yellowstone is, all told, al)out
about twenty
twenty miles
miles
long, 1,200 feet deep, and 2,000 feet wide. This gives, in a cold, lifeless
niost five,
way, its superficial dimensions. There are about four, or at most
miles of it that the tourist sees and this is the most attractive part of the
gorge.
The moment that one stands on the brink of this remarkable chasm
and gazes upon the scene, one recognizes the utter impotency of words
Neither photography
photography nor
nor pig
pigillents
iiients can reproduce it. No
to describe it. Neither

other gorge in the world has the singularly refined yet ornate and involved sculpturing that is seen here. No other gorge exhibits such an
abandon and wantonness of color as does this. And strange to tell
there is perfect harmony and congruity. No violence is done to any
cañon of art and as one analyzes the problem it seems impossible that
this should be so. Various figures of speech, similes, and comparisons
have been given and made to express in some comprehensible way what
one here sees. But all to no avail! The fact remains that the cañon
itself is its own hest
best and only interpreter and exponent, and words, rhetorical figures,
figures. and pictures are but the froth and scum of expression so
far as adequately conveying any real impression of it goes.
As indicated, the strength and power of the Grand cañon of the Yellowstone are not in its superficial area and magnitude. It is in the profound sculpture work and the transcendent, glorified color scheme that
they are to be found. The chiseling of the walls is not confined, alone, to
large figures and buttresses, but it is the enormous and involved amount
of work exhibited in the details that commands our admiration and takes
us by surprise. Every tower, buttress, salient, recess, cliff, rampart, and
wall is elaborately and minutely embellished. The multiplicity of such
work and its overwhelming effect is scarcely conceivable until one actually
beholds it. And then one stands aghast! But if this be true of the cañon
sculptures what shall one write of the cañon colors? Such wild and riotous and yet, impossible as it may seem, perfectly harmonious combinations,
could only be conceived by the brain of Deity. To stand at Grand View
and, for the first time, gaze upon the glaring, royal welter of color which
enfolds the great gulf beneath is to shock one into silence, to cause one

to hold one's breath. The entire gamut of colors has been sounded.
The impossible has been achieved. Artists stand appalled and enthralled
and begin anew to learn the philosophy of color harmony.

The two colors which far and beyond all others dominate atl(l
afl(l give
character to the scene are the yellows and reds. These are found in all

